


WINTER 2011
V Oblivious to the Obvious  1
V Child Orphaned by Drunk 
Driver Now Loses Grandpa  4
V A Rider’s Reality Check  5
V Giant Snowballs Can 
Become Deadly  6
V Most Home Fire Deaths 
Happen in Properties without 
Working Smoke Alarms  7
V A Year of Ups and Downs: 
Some Mishap Rates Worse than 
Year Ago  8
V How They Crashed (flight 
mishaps)  8
V How They Died (ground 
mishaps)  9
V A Wrong Turn with GPS  10
V Alternate Endings: Many 
Will Set Out for a Fun Day in 
the Snow but End Up in an 
Emergency Room  12
V Sledding, Tobogganing and 
Tubing, Oh My!  16
V ‘Three-legged Race’ in the 
T-6 Texan II: Instructor Pilot, 
Student Make Amazing Landing 
in Broken Aircraft  18
V More than One Brain to Fly 
the Plane  22
V New Combat King Arrives at 
Kirtland AFB  24
V Investigators Crack Case of 
Aircraft Crash that Killed Family 
of 13  25
V Bouquet of Flowers Cause 
Plane Crash  25

SPRING 2012
V Spring Fever  1
V Laughlin AFB Responds to 
Train Wreck  4
V AETC Surpasses Two Years 
without Motorcycle Fatality  5
V Virtual Wingman Coming 
This Spring  5
V Deer Fights Back: Hunter 
Becomes Target for Prey  6
V Pro Baseball Players, Airmen 
and ‘The Edge’: Beware of the 
Dangers of Supplements  7
V Reduced G-tolerance 
Associated with Supplements  7
V ‘What Goes TDY, Stays TDY’: 
Binge Drinking  8
V Going on a Binger?  11
V Racing with Destiny: 
Soldier’s Racetrack Skills Didn’t 
Translate to Highway as He 
Crashes, Breaks His Back  12
V What’s Between You and the 
Road? (protective gear)  15
V No Clowning Around: Pilots 
Who Knowingly Break the Rules 
Are Losing Their Flying Jobs, or 
Even Worse … Their Lives  18
V Becoming a Dead Pilot  21
V Avalanche, Downed Aircraft: 
Crises Put Airmen to Test  22
V F-16 ‘Rear-ends’ Another 
Fighter: Channelized Attention 
Contributes to Mishap  24
V Laughlin Named Busiest 
Airfield in Air Force  24
V Burning Rubber: U-2  25

SUMMER 2012
V Call Sign End in 1?  1
V ‘Comeback Kid’: Pilot, 
Amputee Wins Big at  
Warrior Games  4
V First-time Surfer Suffers  
Rare Spinal Injury  6
V Car Surfing Stunt Makes 
Airman Howl  6
V Liposuction: Surgery  
Not an Option for Airmen 
Looking to Pass PT Test  7
V It’s Personal (AETC 
commander commentary)  8
V Brain Busters: Traumatic 
Brain Injuries  10
V A Text to Die For: Young 
Woman Slams into Big Rig 
while Texting Love Note  12
V Troubled Waters: Four Years 
after Losing Their Grandson to  
Drowning Accident, a Family Is 
Still Coping with Tragedy  14
V A Warning from Griev- 
ing Grandparents  19
V ‘Everything I Know about 
Flying’: One of Air Force’s 
Oldest Instructor Pilots  
Gives His Perspective  20
V Ohio F-16s Go ‘Green’: 
Alternate Fuel Safe  22
V Lightning II Gets Thumbs 
Up: F-35A Begins Initial 
Operations at Eglin  24
V Combat Maneuver Leads  
to F-15 Crash in Libya  25
V Afghan Simulator  25

 SEPT/OCT 2011
V Winds of Change  1
V A Decade since 9/11: 
Striving to Create a Resilient 
Air Force  4
V An Unforgettable Scream: 
Metal Worker Loses an Eye in 
Shop Mishap  5
V Life Claimed by Internet 
‘Planking’ Craze  6
V Motorcyclist Dies while 
Protesting Helmet Law  6
V Keeping Little Princesses 
and Pirates Safe  7
V Spreading Like Wildfire: 
Firefighters Stave off Forest Fire 
at Camp Bullis  8
V Seven Ways Humans Start 
Wildfires  11
V Head Hunter: Fall from Deer 
Hunting Stand Puts Former 
Airman in Coma  14
V Hurt on the Hunt: A Dozen 
Hazards That Can Get You 
Injured or Killed This Coming 
Hunting Season  17
V Five Things in the Herc That 
Will Kill You  18
V Lessons Learned (in-flight 
emergency)  21
V Lightning Strike in Florida: 
F-35 Lightning II Arrives at Eglin  
Air Force Base  22
V Helicopter Crew, Pararescue-
men Save Lost Hiker  24
V ‘Culture of Risk Tolerance’ 
Cited in T-38 Crash Probe  25

TORCH INDEX
MAGAZINE STORIES FROM FISCAL 2012

IN EVERY ISSUE: 
From the Director, 
Torch Talk, Around the 
Command, Tales of the 
Strange, The Alert Consumer, 
Hangar Flying and 
Clear the Runway. 
Not all of the headlines 
from these departments 
are included in the Torch index. 
See back issues by visiting the 
Torch Web site at 
www.torch.aetc.af.mil

Check us out on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/aetc.torch

Front and back cover photos by Tech. Sgt. Samuel Bendet

HEAD
HUNTER

SPREADING LIKE WILDFIRE
Firefighters stave off forest 
fire at Camp Bullis

FALL FROM DEER 
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Pilots who knowingly break 

the rules are losing their flying 

jobs, or even worse … their lives
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A Soldier, who is an experienced 
motorcycle racer, breaks his 
back in a highway crash

PAGE 12
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A look at what happens when 

flight discipline, rules go 
out the window
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A RESCUE

Airmen put own lives at risk 

to save Afghan avalanche victims,

downed helicopter crew
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Many will set out for 
a fun day of sledding, 

tobogganing or tubing this 
winter, but end up in an 

emergency room. Discover 
what could save you time, 

money and … pain

Instructor pilot, student make 
amazing landing in broken aircraft

‘THREE-LEGGED RACE’ IN T-6WRONG TURN WITH GPS
Car collides with ambulance; 
three die
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Some mishap rates worse than 
year ago, but better than average
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in the cockpit
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PAGE 14

As a Torch magazine designer 
for the past 17 years, Dave Stack 
has helped produce hundreds of 
heartbreaking tales to share the 
lessons learned with readers. Then, 
he found himself at the center of 
one of those stories. Four years 
after losing his grandson to a 
drowning accident, he and his 
family are still trying to cope 
with the tragedy.
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From football and combat, to vehicle 
mishaps and falls, traumatic brain injuries 
nothing to fool around with
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Commander talks about 

mishaps, suicides as command 

heads into high-risk 

critical days of summer
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2013 TORCH CALENDAR

T he 2013 Torch Calendar 
is a tribute to the dedi-
cated men and women, 
who recruit, train and 

educate our Air Force. I 
sincerely hope it will serve as 
a daily reminder of the tremen-
dous impact to our national 
defense made by our Airmen 
and civilians.

This year’s unique puzzle 
design reminds us that while 
we think we have the big 
picture, a few key pieces of the 
safety puzzle may be missing. 
Accomplishing the mission 
safely and effectively requires 
all the pieces in their place. 
This includes proper integra-
tion and application of risk 
management principles, being 
a good wingman, and follow-
ing Air Force Instructions (AFIs) 
and Technical Order (T.O.) 
guidance.

Assembling or solving a 
puzzle can be done more 
efficiently using a deliber-
ate process. First, we frame 
the challenge by identify key 
pieces … corners and edges. 
Then assemble them to define 

the limits of our puzzle. Having 
a guide to follow, a picture 
of what the puzzle looks like 
when assembled helps too. 
As the puzzle begins to take 
shape, it becomes more obvi-
ous which pieces are missing. 
Our missions are varied and 
complex, but each is clearly 
defined and somewhat limited 
in scope. Like the photo on the 
puzzle box, AFI or T.O. compli-
ance helps ensure the job is 
done right. 

Real life is much more 
complex than a boxed puzzle; 

however, many of the same 
principles apply. This is why 
the core missions of Air Educa-
tion and Training Command 
are so vital to our Air Force. A 
properly trained and educated 
individual may be the differ-
ence between success and 
failure. Further, identifying a 
critical missing piece comes 

through application of risk 
management principles or that 
eerie “hair on the back of your 
neck” instinct that persuades 
us to stop and assess a situ-
ation. As a wingman, it is your 
responsibility to intervene 
and make a save when you 
alone hold the crucial missing 
piece. Sometimes, a well-timed 
reminder helps us identify the 
“missing pieces” of our puzzle 
… this year’s calendar may 
help serve that role. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts 
of our command safety profes-

sionals, this calendar is one of 
the most comprehensive safety 
observance calendars avail-
able. Please read and use this 
collection of monthly, weekly 
and daily safety observances 
throughout the year. While it is 
not possible to participate in 
every dedicated observance, 
they can serve as conversation 

starters in your workplace or at 
home with family. Using these 
observances, on- and off-duty, 
may help you find a missing 
piece of your puzzle. Set a 
reasonable goal to emphasize 
one applicable observance per 
week or month; by the end of 
the year, you will have a more 
complete safety picture.

One particular puzzle piece 
that remains a challenge 
throughout the Air Force is 
motorcycle safety. Motorcycle 
safety is not limited to the rider 
alone. The often devastating 

impacts of motorcycle mishaps 
affect families, friends and co-
workers who must shoulder the 
additional burden if the rider is 
severely injured … or worse. All 
of us can improve our aware-
ness of riders and share the 
road. A rider can do everything 
right, wearing all the proper 
safety equipment and following 

all of the rules of the road, but 
still be involved in a mishap.

In the aviation realm, flight 
discipline has been cited in  
numerous mishaps over the 
past year. Whether the devia-
tion from standards is inten-
tional or not, the preventable 
loss of an aircraft or crewmem-
ber is unacceptable. The rising 
costs of aviation mishaps from 
the use of high-tech materi-
als is driving an exponentially 
high price, something we can 
ill-afford in these times of tough 
budgetary constraints.

As you begin the New Year, 
resolve to improve your safety 
picture by identifying the miss-
ing pieces, and do not accept 
unnecessary risk. Do you 
know what’s missing from your 
safety puzzle?

Col. Tal W. Metzgar, director of safety

PIECING TOGETHER YOUR 
MISHAP PREVENTION PLAN

“Real life is much more complex than a boxed puzzle; however, many of the 
same principles apply. … As a wingman, it is your responsibility to intervene 
and make a save when you alone hold the crucial missing piece.” 
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uNew Year’s Resolutions Week (1-7)
uCelebration of Life Week (1-7)
uDiet Resolution Week (1-7)
uGlobal Family Day
uNew Year’s Day

uNational Lose Weight, Feel Great Month
uNational Eye Health Care Month
uBirth Defects Prevention Month
uNational Get Organized Month
uNational Radon Action Month
uNational Mentoring Month
uFamily Fit Lifestyle Month
uCelebration of Life Month
uHome Fire Safety Month
uBlood Donor Month
uSafe Driving Month
uBath Safety Month

uCivilian PaydayuAETC January Challenge

uMartin Luther King Jr. Day 

uHome Office Safety and Security Week (6-12) uNational Weigh-in Day

uNational Clean Off Your Desk Day uCivil Service AnniversaryuPentagon Anniversary
uMilitary Payday

uAviation in America Anniversary

uSnowmobile Safety Awareness Week (13-19)

uNational Non-smoking Week (20-26)
uHealthy Weight Week (20-26)
uInauguration Day

uSpouses Day
uFull Moon

uCivilian Payday
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uNational Care about Your Indoor Air Month
uWise Health Care Consumer Month
uAmerican Heart Month
uSleep Safety Month

uNational Freedom Day
uCivilian Payday 
uMilitary Payday 

uFull Moon

uValentines Day uCivilian Payday
uMilitary Payday

uPresidents Day uWashington’s Birthday

uSuper Bowl Sunday: Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk
uNational Burn Awareness Week (3-9) 

uThrough with Chew Week (17-23) uGreat American Spit Out

uGroundhog Day

uUSO Birthday

uLincoln’s Birthday
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uChronic Fatigue Syndrome Awareness Month
uWorkplace Eye Health and Safety Month
uPoison Prevention Awareness Month
uNational Collision Awareness Month
uDeep Vein Thrombosis Month
uAmerican Red Cross Month
uNational Nutrition Month
uSave Your Vision Month
uNational Rescue Month
uFoot Health Month

uSelf-injury Awareness Day
uCivilian Payday
uMilitary Payday 

uNational Patient Safety Awareness Week (3-9)
uSpring Severe Weather Preparedness (3-9)
uSave Your Vision Week (3-9)
uNational Anthem Day

uFull Moon

uDaylight-saving Time Begins 
uCheck Your Batteries Day

uCivilian Payday
uMilitary Payday 

uFirst Day of Spring

uCivilian Payday

uNational Sleep Awareness Week (4-10)

uBuzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving Awareness Day
uNational Poison Prevention Week (17-23)
uFlood Safety Awareness Week (17-23)
uSt. Patrick’s Day

uNational Tsunami Awareness Week (24-30) 
uNational Cleaning Week (24-30)
uEaster (31)

uOrganize Your Home Office Day

uTornado Drill Day
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uNational Distracted Driving Awareness Month
uNational Foot Health Awareness Month
uNational Youth Sports Safety Month
uNational Trauma Awareness Month
uNational Facial Protection Month
uMonth of the Military Child
uAlcohol Awareness Month
uStress Awareness Month
uNational Car Care Month
uPhysical Wellness Month
uSports Eye Safety Month
uInjury Prevention Month

uMilitary Payday 
uTax Deadline

uEarth Day uFull Moon
uCivilian Payday

uCivilian Payday uJefferson’s Birthday

uNational Public Health Week (1-7) 
uMedication Safety Week (1-7)
uApril Fools Day
uMilitary Payday

uAlcohol-free Weekend (5-7) 

uNational Window Safety Week (7-13) 
uWorld Health Day

uNational Sibling Day

uPlayground Safety Week (21-27)
uNational Volunteer Week (21-27)

uWorld Day Safety and Health at Work

uNational Stress Awareness Day

uDrowsy Driver Awareness Day 

uNational Alcohol Screening Day

uNational Work Zone Safety Week (14-20)

uAdministrative Professionals Day uNational Arbor Day
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uNational Physical Fitness and Sports Month
uOccupational Health and Safety Month
uNational Military Appreciation Month
uNational Trauma Awareness Month
uNational Youth Traffic Safety Month
uNational Good Car Keeping Month
uNational Electrical Safety Month
uNational Mental Health Month

uMilitary Payday
uLoyalty Day
uMay Day

uFull Moon

uOccupational Safety/Health Professionals Day 
uWorld Red Cross Day
uBike to School Day

uCivilian Payday

uMothers Day

uCritical Days of Summer (through Sept. 2)
uHeat Awareness Day
uAETC Family Day 
uCivilian Payday

uMemorial Day

uOccupational Safety and Health Week (5-11)
uSuicide Awareness Week (5-11)

uNational Safe Boating Week (18-24)
uArmed Forces Day

uRecreational Water Injury Prevention Week (19-25) 
uNational Running and Fitness Week (19-25) 
uNational Dog Bite Prevention Week (19-25)  
uEmergency Medical Services Week (19-25)
uNeighbor Day

uAmerican Red Cross Anniversary

uHurricane Preparedness Week (26-June 1)

uNational Day of PrayeruUltraviolet Awareness Month
uNational Sight-Saving Month
uNational Barbecue Month
uMotorcycle Safety Month
uFamily Wellness Month
uNational Family Month
uBicycle Safety Month
uBetter Sleep Month

uNational Employee Health and Fitness Day 
uInternational Day of Families 
uMilitary Payday

uWorld No-Tobacco Day 
uMilitary Payday

uNational Teachers Day

uNightshift Workers Day

uMilitary Spouse Appreciation Day uBabysitter Safety Day
uSun Awareness Day

uClick It or Ticket Mobilization (through June 2)

uNational Bike to Work Day
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uNational Fireworks Safety Months (through July 31)
uCancer from the Sun Month
uNational Drive Safe Month
uNational Camping Month
uGreat Outdoors Month
uNational Safety Month
uStudent Safety Month
uHome Safety Month

uAtlantic Hurricane Season Begins 
uHeimlich Maneuver Day

uWorld Environment Day
uNational Running Day

uWorld Day against Drug Abuse and Trafficking

uCivilian Payday

uNational Flag Week (9-15) uHonor America Days (through July 4) 
uMilitary Payday 
uArmy Birthday 
uFlag Day

uFathers Day uFirst Day of Summer 
uCivilian Payday

uNational Rip Current Awareness Week (2-8) 
uNational Tire Safety Week (2-8) 
uNational Sun Safety Week (2-8)
uNational Fishing Week (2-8)

uNational Ride to Work Day: 
Share the Road with Motorcycles

uNational Lightning Safety Awareness Week (23-29)
uMosquito Control Awareness Week (23-29) 
uNational Camping Week (23-29)
uPublic Service Day (23) 
uFull Moon (23)

uNational Prevention of Eye Injury Awareness 
Week (through July 4)

uFirst Fatal Aviation Accident Anniversary

uBest Friends Day
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uAETC Family Day
uCivilian Payday

uHalfway Point of 2013

uCivilian PaydayuMilitary Payday

uParents Day

uStay Out of the Sun Day uDrive Sober or Get Pulled Over Crackdown Day
uIndependence Day

uInternational Friendship Day

uFull Moon

uMilitary Payday
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uNational Fireworks Safety Months (June-July)
uDisaster Education and Awareness Month
uBereaved Parents Awareness Month
uNational Teen Safe Driver Month
uPrescription Awareness Month
uEye Injury Prevention Month
uCell Phone Courtesy Month
uNational Grilling Month
uUV Safety Month
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uCivilian Payday

uNational Stop on Red Week (4-10)
uCoast Guard Birthday

uCivilian Payday
uMilitary Payday

uMilitary Payday

uNational Relaxation Day
uMilitary Payday

uDrive Sober or Get Pulled Over Crackdown 
(through Sept. 2)
uCivilian Payday

uNational Aviation Week (18-24)

uInternational Youth Day

uNational Night Out

uFull Moon

uNational Immunization Awareness Month
uChildrens Eye Health and Safety Month
uHousekeeping/Maintenance Month
uMotor Sports Awareness Month
uMedic Alert Awareness Month
uBack to School Safety Month
uAmerican Adventures Month
uEye Injury Prevention Month
uNational Eye Exam Month
uPedestrian Safety Month

uWorld Humanitarian Day
uNational Aviation Day

uNational Safe at Home Week (26-30)
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uCivilian Payday

uCritical Days of Summer Ends
uLabor Day

uNational Suicide Prevention Week (8-14)
uNational Grandparents Day
uInternational Literacy Day

uCivilian Payday
uMilitary Payday

uConstitution Week (17-23)
uCitizenship Day

uNational POW/MIA Recognition Day uNational Seat Check Saturday
uInternational Day of Peace

uPatriot Day (9/11 Observance)

uAir Force Birthday (66th Anniversary)

uNational Chimney Safety Week (through Oct. 5)
uDrive Safely Work Week (through Oct. 5)

uWorld Suicide Prevention Day

uFull Moon

uAlcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month
uNational Childhood Injury Prevention Month
uNational Food Safety Education Month
uSports and Home Eye Safety Month
uNational Campus Fire Safety Month
uBackpack Safely America Month
uBaby Safety Awareness Month
uNational Preparedness Month
uMold Awareness Month

uNational Farm and Ranch Safety Week (15-21)
uInternational Clean Hands Week (15-21)
uChild Passenger Safety Week (15-21)
uPollution Prevention Week (15-21)

uFirst Day of Fall uFamily Health and Fitness Day USA
uNational Hunting and Fishing Day
uWorld Rabies Awareness Day
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uColumbus Day

uCivilian Payday

uNavy Birthday uMilitary Payday

uBuzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving Awareness Day
uHalloween

uInternational Day for Natural Disaster Reduction

uFull Moon

uCivilian PaydayuUnited Nations DayuNational School Bus Safety Week (21-25)

uNational Night Out (alternate)
uMilitary Payday

uNational Fire Prevention Week (6-12)

uNational Animal Safety and Protection Month
uNational Car Care and Battery Safety Month
uNational Window Covering Safety Month
uNational Kitchen and Bath Safety Month
uNational Brain Injury Awareness Month
uNational Protect Your Hearing Month
uNational Fire Prevention Month
uNational Family Health Month
uNational Ergonomics Month
uEye Injury Prevention Month
uEmotional Wellness Month
uHalloween Safety Month
uCold and Flu Campaign

uWorld Teachers Day

uNational Boss Day

uInternational Infection Prevention Week (20-26)
uCollegiate Alcohol Awareness Week (20-26)
uNational Teen Driver Safety Week (20-26)

uNational Diversity Day

uNational Save Your Back Week (through Nov. 2)
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uNational Child Health Day uWorld Mental Health Day

uWalk to School Day
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uAETC Family Day
uMilitary Payday

uElection Day

uWorld Kindness Day

uCivilian Payday

uVeterans DayuMarine Corps Birthday

uDaylight-saving Time Ends
uCheck Your Batteries Day

uMilitary Payday

uAmerica Recycles Day
uMilitary Payday

uCivilian Payday

uPersonal Protective Equipment Month
uMilitary Family Appreciation Month
uChild Safety and Protection Month
uNational Home Care Month
uAviation History Month
uGood Nutrition Month

uInternational Day for Tolerance

uWorld Day Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
uWinter Severe Weather Preparedness (17-23)
uAmerican Education Week (17-23)
uNational Survivors of Suicide Day
uFull Moon

uNational Family Week (24-30) uBuckle Up America. Every Trip. Every Time.
uMADD’s Tie One On for Safety Holiday 
Campaign Begins (through Dec. 31)
uThanksgiving

uGreat American Smokeout uNational Survivors of Suicide Day
uNational Family Volunteer Day
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uCivil Air Patrol Birthday

uHuman Rights Day

uBill of Rights Day uWright Brothers Day uFirst Day of Winter
uForefathers Day

uPearl Harbor Remembrance Day
uInternational Civil Aviation Day

uAETC Family Day 
uChristmas Eve

uAETC Family DayuChristmas

uDrive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
Crackdown (through Jan. 1)
uNational Guard Birthday
uMilitary Payday

uFull Moon

uCivilian Payday

uCivilian Payday

 uInternational Volunteer Day

uNew Year’s Eve
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uMADD’s Tie One On for Safety Holiday Campaign
uDrunk/Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month
uNational Stress-Free Family Holiday Month
uWorldwide Food Service Safety Month
uSafe Toys and Gifts Month
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