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The Micronesia Challenge
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A conservation challenge:

“effectively conserve at least 30% of the near-shore
marine and 20% of the forest resources across
Micronesia by 2020.”

...and a funding challenge:

TNC and Cl commit $3 million each to leverage
$12 million from Palau, the Federated States of
Micronesia, and the Marshall Islands




Challenge Matters

Builds on on-going work in all
jurisdictions

* |ncreases access to critically

needed resources

 High level leadership support
for the environment

* |Increases regional cooperation
and coordination

« Commitment to our local people
and cultures

e Puts our Islands on the global
stage
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Focus of the Challenge - Benthic

30% effective conservation of socially,
economical, and biologically valuable reef systems
that are currently threatened by pollution:

1. Southern island reefs
Saipan lagoon




Benthic Environment
(marine monitoring team data)

COASTAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT

« Site locations based upon long-term
monitoring trends, highlighting
undesirable ecology-pollution
linkages

o 1) Saipan (18%)
— Laolao Bay (present)
— Garapan lagoon to Tanapag (2011 start)

o 2) Tinian (15%)
— San Jose watershed (2012)
— Northeast-coast watershed (2014)
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*Recreation & fishing
*Turtle nesting habitat




Monitoring in Laolao

WQ profile sampling
® \WQ sampling pts

- BMP Locations

Laolao drainages

Ecological surveys

E Laolao watersheds
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CNMI’s Watershed Approach
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Talakhaya

e Burning of steep sloping R SRS

lands in watershed — e
delivery to reef

Talakhaya Coral Reef Trends
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Conclusion

* Laolao and Garapan continues to be
a priority

 Request for continued support to
reach our goals
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