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• One of 8 US regional councils created 
in 1976 

• Manages fisheries, fishery resources 
and fish habitat in the EEZ off NC, SC, 
GA and east FL 

• Prepares Fishery Management Plans 
to ensure sustainability of fisheries 
and fishery resources 

• Designates Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) 
and EFH Areas of Particular Concern 
for Managed Species to address 
fishing and non-fishing impacts 

• Designates areas for special protection 
Habitat Areas of Particular concern 
(e.g., HAPCs) 

          South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SAFMC comprises 17 members:8 members nominated by governors of SA states and appointed by the Secretary of Commerce4 members are heads of natural resource agencies of each stateNMFS Regional AdministratorRepresentatives of state and federal agencies (non-voting) – USCG, ASMFC, FWS, Dept. of State



  
 
 
 

Progression to Comprehensive 
 Ecosystem-Based Management 

1980…………………………..…………..…………..….2000……………………………..…….….2009 
Place-based/species specific - - - - - Integrated Multi-species Mgmt - - - - Ecosystem Base Mgmt (CMSP) 

From Reed et al. From SAFMC IMS From SAFMC (2010) 

Oculina  HAPC 
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Presentation Notes
Oct 2004 SAFMC Coral and Habitat Advisory Panels receive reports from deepwater scientists  (Reed and Ross) summarizing the state of knowledge on deepwater reefs in the regionOct 2004 APs recommend CHAPC designations for 6 areasJune 2006 Based on new information CHAPC boundaries are redrawnJune 2006 SAFMC adopts AP recommendation and start the process to implement through amending the Coral Fishery Management PlanCE-BA1 drafted to amend several fishery management plans, including the Coral Fishery Management PlanMarch 4 2010 Notice of Availability of the CE-BA1 rule to designate the CHAPC published in the Federal RegisterMarch 26, 2010 Proposed CE-BA1 published in the Federal RegisterJune 22, 2010 Final CE-BA1 published in the Federal RegisterJuly 22, 2010 Coral HAPC goes into effect



SAMFC Ecosystem-Based Management Plans 

Habitat Plan for the Southeast 
Region (1998) 
 
Fishery Ecosystem Plan (2009) 
 
Comprehensive Ecosystem-Based 
Amendment 1 (CEBA1) (2009) 
•Establish deepwater Coral HAPCs (CHAPCs); 
Integrate Golden Crab and Shrimp Fishing Areas 
within CHAPCs; Define Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH) and (EFH-HAPC) for specified Fishery 
Management Plans (FMPs). 
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Presentation Notes
FEP – Defined and designated Essential Fish habitat for all managed species 



Development of Coral Habitat Areas of 
Particular Concern (C-HAPCs) 

 The Coral, Coral Reef and Live Hard 
Bottom Habitat Fishery Management 
Plan provided for the established of 
CHAPCs 

 

 

Reed et al. (2007) 
Credit: Amanda Maness 2006 
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Add an overview map



Addressing Data/Information Gaps and Needs: 
Deepwater Coral Research and Monitoring Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOAL:  To protect deepwater corals by: A. Refining existing (proposed) and designating new deepwater Coral HAPCs. B. Increasing our understanding of DWCEs’ ecological role and function in the South Atlantic region to guide future management actions. Implementation:Phase I: Map and describe known and expected deepwater coral ecosystems in the South Atlantic region. Phase II: Determine the ecological role of deepwater coral ecosystems in the South Atlantic region, especially the role of deepwater coral habitats as Essential Fish Habitat, and expand the understanding of structure-forming species’ biology and ecology.Deepwater Coral Mapping:  Provide greater understanding of distribution and spatial extent of DWC  Priority areas identified in areas of potential conflicts (multiple use)



 Recognized traditional Golden Crab 
and Shrimp Fishing grounds were 
within proposed DWC-HAPC boundary. 

 Sought input from fishers  and 
Advisory Panels as to potential 
alternatives.   

 Utilized expanded knowledge from 
DWC Research & Monitoring Plan 
related mapping to propose 
alternatives 

 

 
Conflict Resolution:  

Golden Crab and Shrimp Fishing Areas 
within DWC-HAPC 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The majority of the fishery’s traditional fishing grounds were captured in the design of the proposed DWC-HAPC areas.Compatible areas for fishing activities were identified that provided access, while protecting the resourcesFive Allowable Golden Crab Fishing Areas and Four Allowable Shrimp Fishing Areas were designated.



Restrictions In the Deepwater Coral 
HAPCs Effective July 22, 2010 

No person may: 
(i) Use a bottom longline, trawl 

(midwater or bottom), dredge, 
pot, or trap. 

 
(ii) If aboard a fishing vessel, 

anchor, use an anchor and chain, 
or use a grapple and chain. 

 
(iii) Fish for coral or possess coral in 

or from the Deepwater Coral 
HAPC on board a fishing vessel. 



 Review and evaluate status of Deepwater Coral Research and 
Monitoring Plan progress and objectives. 

 Continue & expand CMSP in the management of resources in the EEZ 

 Review , evaluate and update Comprehensive Fishery Ecosystem Plan 
-  (i.e., CEBA2). 

 
SAFMC Selective Web Resources (www.safmc.net) 
 Habitat Plan (viewable and downloadable by Section)-  

http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/EcosystemManagement/HabitatProtection/SAFMCHabitatPlan/tabid/80/Defa
ult.aspx 

 Fishery Ecosystem Plan- http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/Home/EcosystemHome/tabid/435/Default.aspx  

 Comprehensive Ecosystem Based Amendment-1 (CEBA1)- http://www.safmc.net/Portals/6/Library/FMP/CE-
BA1%20FINAL%20(Oct%202009).pdf 

 Habitat and Ecosystem Internet Map Server - 
http://www.safmc.net/EcosystemManagement/EcosystemBoundaries/MappingandGISData/tabid/632/Default.a
spx 

 
 

SAFMC Ongoing & Future Planning 
 

http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/EcosystemManagement/HabitatProtection/SAFMCHabitatPlan/tabid/80/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/EcosystemManagement/HabitatProtection/SAFMCHabitatPlan/tabid/80/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/EcosystemManagement/HabitatProtection/SAFMCHabitatPlan/tabid/80/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/ecosystem/Home/EcosystemHome/tabid/435/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/Portals/6/Library/FMP/CE-BA1 FINAL (Oct 2009).pdf
http://www.safmc.net/Portals/6/Library/FMP/CE-BA1 FINAL (Oct 2009).pdf
http://www.safmc.net/Portals/6/Library/FMP/CE-BA1 FINAL (Oct 2009).pdf
http://www.safmc.net/Portals/6/Library/FMP/CE-BA1 FINAL (Oct 2009).pdf
http://www.safmc.net/EcosystemManagement/EcosystemBoundaries/MappingandGISData/tabid/632/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/EcosystemManagement/EcosystemBoundaries/MappingandGISData/tabid/632/Default.aspx
http://www.safmc.net/EcosystemManagement/EcosystemBoundaries/MappingandGISData/tabid/632/Default.aspx


Thank you! 

For more information on SAFMC and CMSP efforts:       
Roger.Pugliese@safmc.net 

For SAFMC Coral Advisory Panel: 
 BlairS@miamidade.gov or Anna.Martin@safmc.net 
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