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Only a year ago, the DWH Qil Spill was the
largest in US History: ~“5 M barrels of crude
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Thanks to the loop Current
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BUT the Future is Different as.....

sun-sentinel.com/fl-cuba-drilling-rig-florida-20111014,0,1265901.story

South Florida Sun-Sentinel.com

Cuba prepares for oil drilling

By William E. Gibson, Washington Bureau ﬂ:ﬁ
October 14, 2011 Site of Fort \
LS. the first Laur:lerdal:n

WASHINGTON — LCSRN  xploratory “l
“ ' ' -built oil ri B oil well
| A giant Chlne_se built oil rig - Key West |
Is slowly heading across the v o®- 7
ocean toward Cuban waters, Gibzal—v =
fueling fears that offshore oil =~ @wloration e
exploration north of Havana .

: : Mexican ,
could jeopardize South i s

80 MILES {E}

Florida's fragile ecosystem
CINDY JONES-HULFACHOR/STAFF ARTIST

and lead to environmental
disaster....”

Repsol plans drilling to begin Jan, 2012 ZNCRI



US Coral Reefs Are At Risk !

» FLOATING &
»SUBMERGED _
»Entrained in: TR
»Loop Current = *==
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On top of multiple existing stressors,
will Oil Impacts be the straw that...?
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Qil and Corals Do Not Well Mix

*Short exposure to floating oil survivable
eLonger and/or chronic oil exposure leads to:
v'Excessive mucous production
v'Behavioral changes
v'Reproductive failure
v'Tissue Bleaching
v'Morality
*Dispersed Oil (Dispersant and Oil) are
especially toxic & onerous for Coral Reefs
Mangroves & Seagrass at risk too!

NOVA ST
~*NCRI
NATHONAL CORAL REEF INSTITUTE




Havana
is only
90 miles
from

may be

within
50

miles!

10-MILE
BUFFER ZONE

GULF SPILL
DANGER

Oil caught in the loop
curnent could be
pulled through the
Forida Straits and
threaten South
Rorda beaches.

Tha loop current
Warmwater from the
Carbbean Sea is camied
to the Atlartic Ocean.
The current’s position

can shift dramatically.



SO: To Follow up on Governor
Tulafono’s “Natural Disaster
Response” question:

And the Task Force’s charge to:

*ID Agency tools and resources to facilitate
more effective and proactive response to
emergency events in coral reef jurisdictions



Recommendations to the TF

> Realize the seriousness of threat & the
need for preparation; Agency Support...:

» Monitoring of Drilling for Early Warning

»Baseline Assessments (oceanography &
ecosystems) in anticipation

»Toxicology Research to predict effects
» 0Oceanography to predict trajectories

»Planning can help provide best
Management / Mitigation / Conservation
in order to:
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