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 Using eLibraryUSA for Information for  
Book Clubs 

Literature Resource Center 

Use For: Finding literary criticism and background information. 

Level: More advanced English speakers with some prior knowledge of literature.  

 

The first screen is a basic search. You can use it to do a keyword search, or search for a specific 

work or author. This search can be narrowed by date/century and content type.  

 

 
The main search page.  

 

The Person Search can be used for finding all articles in the database related to an author. It has 

two functions.  
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1. Search for one specific author.  

2. Use the search options to bring up a list of authors that fit the criteria. For example, you 

could do a search for 20th Century African American authors. This would be useful if you were 

searching for several authors that fit a theme.  

 
The Person Search 

 



Updated February 13, 2013 

Kate McNamara IIP/RCA/AS 

 
Example search results for a Person search. 

 

The Works search is similar. You can search for one specific work, or find several works based 

on the options selected. For example, you could search for all works by an 20th century African 

American woman writer. 

 

 
Sample results for a Works search. 

 

Clicking on one of the results will bring up a list of all articles related to that person or work. 

There are several categories.  

Literature Criticism- Peer reviewed articles analyzing or commenting on the literature. Most of 

these articles are at an advanced reading level.  
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Biographies- Information about the life of the author.  

Topic and Work Overviews- Summaries of books and information about genres or themes.  

Reviews and News- Contemporary reviews of a work.  

Primary Sources- Interviews, commentary by the author, and other material.  

Multimedia- Images and videos (often has few or no results) 

 

 
The different categories can be accessed by clicking on the tabs.  

 

 

Litfinder 

Use for: Finding full-text works of novels, plays, and poetry.  

Level: Depends on the reading level of the original work.  

 

Litfinder is very similar to the Literature Resource Center, but the search results include full-text 

original works. To access the full-text, select the “Primary Sources and Literary Works” tab.  
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The “tools” menu within the work allows you to download the text as a pdf or mp3. You can 

also translate the work.  

 

 
 

ELL Reference Center 

Use For: Background information about literary works and authors.  

Level: Beginning reader level, intended for English language learners and students.  

 

 

On the front page you will see four categories. Choose “literature” under the image of a book.  
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Under literature, there are three topics: Author Biographies, Literary Terms, and Plot 

Summaries. Clicking on each brings up a list of terms, which link to brief articles. The articles 

provide general background information, and also include a short quiz.  

 

 
 

Bookflix 

Use For: Children’s book club or story time.  

Level: Picture books with basic reading level, good for elementary school age, books can be 

sorted by grade or reading level.  

 

On the front page, you can select a topic. Clicking a topic brings up a list of book sets. Select the 

tabs on the side to see more books. Click “go” below any set takes you to the main page for 

that pair.  
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Each set includes several components: 

 

1. Watch the story: An animated picture book read aloud by a narrator.  
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2. Read the Book: A nonfiction companion book to the story, can be read or listened to.  

 
 

3. Puzzlers: Games and quizzes based on the books.  
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4. Meet the Author: A biography of the author.  

 

5. Explore the Web: More resources related to the topic.  

 

All of these features can be accessed using the tabs on the sidebar.  

 

 

BookFlix offers resources for planning lessons and activities around the 

books. The resources can be accessed by clicking the apple button at the top right of any page.  

 

The main resources page also includes a list of books that can be sorted based on several 

options. 
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Use the sort options to find books based on different options.  

 

Clicking the red “Search” button brings up a list of search options including reading level. 
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TrueFlix 

Use for: Children’s book club or story time.  

Level: Elementary school age.  

 

TrueFlix is very similar to BookFlix, but focuses on Scholastic’s line of “True” books.  

 

To browse the topics, use the buttons on the front page or sidebar. Clicking a topic link brings 

up images of available books. Click on a book to read it and watch the video.  

 

  

 
Like BookFlix, you can read the book, watch a related video, and play games. Each book also 

includes a Project Idea. The project ideas could be used as activities at your book club. Navigate 

to each section using the link buttons on the sidebar.   
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Each book also has an associated lesson plan. These can be accessed by clicking Resources and 

Tools at the top right corner of the page.  

 

 

ebrary 

Use For: Full text books in both English, Spanish, and Portuguese.  

Level: The books in ebrary cover a wide range of reading levels.  

 

On the front page, click on “Fiction and Poetry” under Arts and Leisure or “Language and 

Literature” under Schools and Studying. 

 
 

You can narrow the results by searching for a specific title or author, or searching for key words 

using the drop-down menu options.  
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Helpful Articles 

These articles can be found by going to the Library and Information Science Abstracts (LISTA) 

database on eLibrary USA and searching for the title.  

 

AuYeung, Catherine, Sheila Dalton, and Sandra Gornall. "Book Buzz: Online 24/7 Virtual Reading 

Clubs And What We've Learned About Them." Partnership: The Canadian Journal Of Library & 

Information Practice & Research 2.2 (2007): 1-19. Library, Information Science & Technology 

Abstracts with Full Text.  

 

Elsayed, Amany M. "Arab Online Book Clubs: A Survey." IFLA Journal 36.3 (2010): 235-250. 

Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts with Full Text. Web.  

 

Hall, Suzanne. "How I Learned To Run A Really Popular Book Club (And What I Learned About Its 

Effect On Students' Reading Skills And Attitude)." Teacher Librarian 35.1 (2007): 32-36. Library, 

Information Science & Technology Abstracts with Full Text. Web.  

 

Hoffert, Barbara. "The Book Club Exploded." Library Journal 131.12 (2006): 34-37. Library, 

Information Science & Technology Abstracts with Full Text. Web.  

 

Manso-Rodríguez, Ramón-Alberto. "BIBLIOTECAS, FOMENTO DE LA LECTURA Y REDES 

SOCIALES: CONVIRTAMOS AMIGOS EN LECTORES. (Spanish)." El Profesional De La Información 

21.4 (2012): 401-405. Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts with Full Text.  

 

 


