WITH LISTER HILL ON THE LABOR COMMITTEE
Interview #3
Tuesday, January 11, 1983

RITCHIE: I'd like to start with afocus on Lister Hill, who does not fit the stereotype of a Southern
Democrat in the 1950s.

MCCLURE: Hardly.
RITCHIE: How do you explain somebody like Ligter Hill?

MCCLURE: Oh, wel now, that's not going to be easy. He was a very complicated man, as any big
public figure has to be. He can't be a monotonous, sngle-level person. He aso was extremdy intdlligent
and had a good education and had read a great dedl. His horizons were far wider than those of the
typical Southerner, or even typica American. Y ou have no doubt read his biographicad materid so |
won't go into al that, but as aresult of his early education and legd training he drifted toward politics.
He became amember of the Montgomery city school board. There's an interesting background to that,
| understand, though none of these facts | can vouch for persondly. Thiswas about 1918, after the first
World War.

His mother was a Cathalic; | don't think he went to parochia school but he wasin the church. And it
was decided that that wasn't a very favorable public aspect to have in the days when the Klan was
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reviving and anti-Catholicism was dmost as strong as anti-blackism in the South. So he changed his
religion, or publicly identified with whatever hisfather had been, Protestant of some sort. | don't know
which sect. But his great-grandfather, who came from North Carolina, was a preacher. There were
preachersin the family dl along, though Lister's father was a doctor, surgeon. But anyway, in order to
present himself to the hard shelled people of Montgomery for the school board he became a Protestant,
though | don't think he practiced religion very vigoroudy. It was a politica gesture, | think, basicaly.

He had aso once wanted to be adoctor. He enormoudly admired his father, who was the first
open-heart surgeon. He picked up a black boy who had been stabbed in the heart and sewed him
up-remarkable first operation of that kind anywhere in theworld | guess. The father named Lister Hill
after Joseph Lidter, the great English doctor (not the father of Listering!). Hill is named Joseph Lister
Hill, but he never used Joseph. He could have taken a medica education, but he went to watch his
father perform arather bloody operation one time and it so shocked him--he was a young boy or a
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young man--that it just turned him off completely. He could have become some other kind of a doctor
than a surgeon, but he didn't. He became alawyer--he never practiced law either, to my knowledge,
even briefly. Hewasin the war as a captain of infantry and pretty soon after the war went on the school
board. Then came to Congress, very
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early, ‘23 or ‘24, meaning when he left in '68 held been here forty-five years, which isavery long term.
| guess Carl Hayden had alonger one.

RITCHIE: About fifty years.

MCCLURE: Yes, but | don't know of anybody else who has that much, House and Senate. So you
have an educated man from a professona family, with great intelligence and breadth of vison. He
wasn't cut in the mold of the typica red-neck Southern congressman or even senator. He married well,
into avery disinguished family.

In the days when his great-grandfather came to Montgomery, the way asmdl city or town would
engage the services of a preacher was to give him land, and they gave the Hill family a big parcd of land
in now what isthe heart of downtown Montgomery. So they had alarge amount of money forever, and
asolid investment in land. He never lacked for money. In fact, he never raised campaign funds until the
campaign got o terribly expensive later on that he did have to go outside his own resources. So there
again he'sin the aristocracy, S0 to peak, to the extent there is any in this country: good family, large
fortune, fine background, everything. Nothing in his early life would have made him anything other than
what he became: respected citizen, veteran, everything, couldn't miss. Of course, | didn't know himin
the House. | didn't know him even in the Senate
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until 1955. By then held been there since * 38 and he was one of the top powersin the body.

Hisred interest in legidation, other than things for Alabama, and TVA, and changing the basing point in
ged pricing and that sort of thing, was education: vocationd education and any other kind of educeation.
And just about the time he was to inherit the Labor Committee, which handled dl the legidation
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affecting education, the Brown decision came down and the segregationists went mad. George Wallace
wasn't governor, but the mood in Alabamawas that it was no time for the federa government to put its
fingersinto public education. He was driven off of it, except for the NDEA, which was wrapped in the
flag and safe. That's why he turned to hedth--well, he was dso interested init, of course. His father
brought him up in amedica atmosphere. But it did afford him avast fidd of action that supplanted what
he would have preferred, | think, the fild of education.

But whatever he was doing he was using the full cgpacities of hismind, to apply them to abig public
problem. He was a senator who took his papers home. He read bills and amendments and reports, and
when he went to the floor of the Senate as the manager of abill he knew everything that wasin that bill,
every question that could possibly be asked and what the answers were. He had enormous pride in his
own intdlectud capacity, his enlightenment, his expertise,
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and to be caught without knowing the answers was unthinkable. Hed grill the staff at meetings before
we went to the floor till he knew everything that they knew, and probably even more, too, because he
was in touch with al sorts of other people, lobbyists and influentid people in the hedth field. He was
friends with dl the great doctors.

One of hisgreet colleagues outsde the Senate was Mary Lasker, of whom you may have heard. They
were friends and politica dlies. She gave her political money with a cold-blooded eye to results,
epecidly in raisng money for the newly growing Nationd Ingtitutes of Hedlth, with which Lister was
greatly involved. Shed give money provided the man would say "Yes, I'll vote for any gppropriations
possible for the NIH." Well, that brought her closeto Ligter Hill and he could use her influence to assst
himin his operations.

He was an extremdy skillful legidator. | suspect, without having full knowledge about everybody who
served here, that he probably is the greatest single legidator of this century, in terms of volume, in terms
of impact, in terms of breadth of interest, and in terms of kill in cresting laws. It's hard to creste alaw.
It can take years to enact anew idea. He used to say to me after some meeting where we've made one
step, adopted one amendment, or even gotten a quorum, "Well, Stewart, we're on our way!" He loved
it, the
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process, another step up that ladder. He just got a tremendous thrill out of effecting a changein this
place; it's not easy.

He was s0 skillful in sdlecting his dlies. The famous Hill Burton act, for ingance, Hospitd Survey and
Congtruction Act. Senator [Harold] Burton, Republican of Ohio, had nothing to do with thet bill. In
fact, when it was on its way through Congress he went to the Supreme Court. But Hill wanted a
Republican name on there, and this was a good one; he was a decent fellow and willing to go dong.
Later he played the same games with Styles Bridges, and Bridges, of course, was presumably a starch,
rigid, conservative Republican. But Hill got him to go on to severd big hedth hills, chronic disease and
I've forgotten what ese, they're adl mentioned in the Record.

Like so many good senators, capable senators, he touched dl the bases. Before any meeting of a
subcommittee or committee he knew where everybody was going to stand on everything. He talked to
them on the phone. The meetings may as well not have been held, in a sense, not that they voted on the
phone, but the consensus grew and he knew where he was going to land up, and where the pits were
and the barricades that had to be surmounted. He had an extraordinarily good intelligence
system--staff, other senators, other committee people hed known for yearsin the House, and
everywhere ese plus downtown, HEW. He had extremely good relations with dl the
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middle-level bureaucrats who run the programs, the legidative representatives, and so forth.

So he navigated through these choppy waters with great skill and never went aground, never o
Sometimes he couldn't get a thing through when he wanted to, but that was just because the time wasn't
ripe and he hadn't marshaed enough strength, but in the end he won them dl. | think he was the
greatest legidator, and to me, what an opportunity. 1'd been here six years by then but still--working for
Senator Gillette was a peripherd thing. Here | wasin the heart of the purpose of thisingtitution, passing
laws, under the tutorid direction of the grestest of them all. It was atota education. Every time
something happened, a new door was opened. Managing the committee, of course, was part of it.

He knew the biographies of every member of the Senate, to the degree he needed to. He knew
everything about the members of the committee before they even got here. | remember making a fool
of mysdlf once when Senator [Claiborne] Pell had just come aboard the committee in '58 | think it was.
| jocularly said to Senator Hill, "Wdll, you've got another Southerner from Rhode Idand.” And he sad,
"Oh, you mean Claiborne's Louisiana connections. | know al about that. " Of course he did. And Joe
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Clark's Louisana connections. He had them all. It was just remarkable. He kept that big volume of the
annotated biographies of members right behind his desk
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and would pull it down, "When did he get here?' Just had them dl fixed in place with relation to him and
each other. He was great, too, because he loved what he was doing. He didn't want to go home, or go
to Europe, or go back to palitick. He wanted to pass laws. Thiswas his heaven on earth.

RITCHIE: Was he a particularly demanding person to work for?

MCCLURE: Oh, boy! | never worked for atougher boss. | don't mean he was bruta or anything like
that, he was hardly that, but demanding isn't the word for it. | used to write statements and sometimes
speeches, as everybody does around here. | remember the first two or three, he kept them for weeks
and sent them back al scribbled on: "What do you mean?' and "Where did you get that fact?' Or held
cadl mein and wed haveto go over it; but he used them anyway. Findly | discovered the trick. He was
afraid that | had just dictated these speechesto my secretary and never reread them afterwards. That
must have happened to him, as it does to many; he was getting fresh copy, and the author, the ghost,
hasn't even read the fina script, and the senator is going to get up and read it. So | would go through
the finished copy with a pen or pencil and make changes, which Sgnded him that, yes, I'd been over it,
and reassured him that at least the ghost knew what he was saying.

Then, of course, as to being demanding, this whole business of preparing to go to the floor, or evento a
committee meeting, the
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gaff dl had to know everything that was going to happen if they could find it out and give him the
answers. He had smdll patience with fools, | would say, but he didn't show it. He was a grest

gentleman.

RITCHIE: You sad once a lunch that things changed when you moved from the Capitol to the
Dirksen Building, that he was now in the office right next door to you.
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MCCLURE: Yes, | was about asfar from him dtting a my desk as| am from the door to your office
over there on the corridor. He had a system of phones. Hed lift one and it would ring on my desk, Jack
Forsythe's desk, and the hedlth guy's desk, Bill Reidy and later Bob Barkley. Wed dl grabit: "Yes,
ar!" And hedd say whoever he wanted to talk to or dl of us. "Stewart, come in here!” He was deep
South, but he didn't have adrawl. He had a clipped accent. It wasn't "Steewwart,”" it was"St'rt," kind
of abark. There are many Southern accents; his was aristocratic and quite clipped. The vowels were
clipped, of course, but he didn't dur or drop consonants. He was an actor, too, as of course, they d |
are. He had great higtrionic gifts. He was an orator before the days when oratory died out around here
and they al read their speeches.

Wi, these phones would ring and we'd jump, maybe one, two, or three of us, and dl | had to do was
open my door and walk across and open his. He had the corner office. It was atypica new Senate

page 82

Office Building office: bookcases, carpeting, unopenable windows, big desk, but nothing of the quality
and character of those grand old offices in the Russell Building. He didn't want to move over here, but
al the committee chairmen--dmogt al--did, under great pressure, as they are now using, | guess, to get
senators to move to the Hart Building, twidting their arms off. | think they dl did findly, [Richard]
Russdl, [Carl] Hayden, I'm not sure about Hayden, he may have stayed in the Capitol. After dl, he was
president pro tempore.

RITCHIE: Did they dl take offices next to their committee rooms?

MCCLURE: That wasthe idea. Of course, when there was a change in chairmen that system broke
down quickly. But for quite atime the chairmen stayed the same.

RITCHIE: Hill was essentidly aliberd senator, and yet he represented one of the most conservative
dates. What kind of problems did that pose for him?

MCCLURE: Wél, | would amend your question to say: Why did Alabama have such aliberd
ddegation in the *50s? [John] Sparkman, Carl Elliott, Bob Jones, Albert Rains. There were Six
members of Congress from Alabama, they were the most liberal delegation of any state in the country. |
don't understand it, redly, except that at
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the time they were eected, the issues in the South were economic, pulling themselves up, needing
federa help, public works, and other things. These men knew how to get it and could work up here
effectively. When the race issue arose in virulent form in the * 60s they al became vulnerable.

Ligter Hill dmogt logt hiseection in *62. | think he won by 700 votes or something incredibly close.
Sparkman seemed to have survived without difficulty, of course he had a different congtituency.
Senators have different congtituenciesin their own states, as you know. Lister Hill's was based on the
county judges, his organization. I've forgotten how many there were, ninety or so. And these gentlemen
were dl young men with him, and al grew old with him, and then they began to die out and the base of
his organization began to fritter away. He didn't know the new judges. They a the time had been the
political leaders of each county. Sparkman, | don't know what he based his organization on, some other
condtituency. He's from north Alabama, which isamore liberd area, more modern anyway. So was
Elliott, so was Jones, the bloc of congressmen from the northern part of the state were more liberd than
the others. So | think that's one explanation. These men were responding to the kind of issues that
bothered the people of Alabama after the war, until the race thing came, and then they were not. Now
the state is mostly Republican.
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RITCHIE: Hill sgned the Southern Manifesto againgt the Supreme Court . . . .

MCCLURE: They dl did.

RITCHIE: Bascdly came out againg Civil Rights legidation, voted againg the Act of 1957.. ..
MCCLURE: But if you read his speeches, he never was araci<.

RITCHIE: | waswondering if this was basicdly the bottom line of what he had to do to get dected?
MCCLURE: Yes, they dl did. [J. William] Fulbright and everybody. They couldn't sland out done
againg this pressure. But Hill's proposition was gtrictly congtitutional. He wouldn't let aword of racism
appear in his speeches. He didn't wring the damn bloody rag or anything of that sort, whatever the
expression is. He never "niggered” or "outsegged” anybody. It was atragic time for people like Russll.

He could have been presdent, | think, but he was pardyzed. Well, he wasn't paralyzed in the Senate, |
don't mean that. But | mean poalitically, as a potentid president.
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Lister Hill was consdered apresdentia candidatein '48, | think, and he was dso considered for
Mg ority Leader, and didn't fed he dared take it, even that early. Maybe I'm overstressng whether he
dared or not, but anyway he didn't. Well, of course,
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Tennessee had [Albert] Gore and [Estes] Kefauver, and pretty libera congressmen, but it's still not
deep South compared with Alabama, and Missssippi, and Georgia. Yes, | think he had to be much
more careful as these years went on. | remember him coming back from the '62 ection and talking to
me after amesting. Y ou could see he was shaken, he had just barely squeaked in. I've forgotten his
exact words, but their implication was, "Well, from here on you're not going to recognize me in many
cases.” | knew what he meant.

RITCHIE: He changed his voting?

MCCLURE: Yes, he had to. He had to be very careful in every bill that was reported out. Y ou
remember the Powe | amendment that was always raised by Adam Powell, the anti -segregation
amendment to any education bill. That was another reason for Lister to stay out of the education field;
weld have to tangle with that issue every time we went to the floor, or to a conference with the House.

RITCHIE: | dso noted that he didn't seem to be associated with labor issues as much as with medica
iSsues.

MCCLURE: No, he was not happy with labor issues. The labor movement in Alabama was not very
powerful. There was one, of course, sted workersin Birmingham and other kinds of organized labor,
but they were not anything like they are in Northern states, whereas organized businessis pretty damn
strong. He told me once when
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[A.S] Monroney was proposing to plit the committee into labor and educetion, two different
committees, areorganization act that never occurred--1 broke my neck stopping that one--but Lister
didn't give adamn. He was going to retire; thiswasin '68 | guess. He said, "Wadll, | never wanted to
bother with this labor stuff anyway.”
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On the other hand, when he first came to the Senate and wasin a primary race, the House had passed
the Fair Labor Standards bill, and the senators from the South were waiting to see what happened to
Ligter Hill in this primary because it was an issue there. He had a greet line about how he couldn't see
why Southern workers shouldn't be just aswell paid as workers in the North. He won and, therefore,
the senators who wanted to go for the bill but were worried about its popularity in the South went
aong, too, and it became law. It was that test election that involved him in alabor matter before he
even got here.

RITCHIE: The mog interesting thing about the '50s is that the biggest labor investigation was the
McClelan Racketeering Committee. . . .

MCCLURE: Sure.

RITCHIE: Which had some Labor Committee members on, but McClelan wasn't a Labor
Committee member . . ..
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MCCLURE: No, there were four from Government Op [Government Operations Committee].

RITCHIE: And they got the public attention. | would have thought that the chairman of the Labor
Committee would have wanted to bein the limdight on athing like thet, but it was McClelan not Hill
who chaired the specia committee.

MCCLURE: Senator Hill never had any desire to make big splashes and investigations. That was not
his style. He was not a prosecutor. He didn't enjoy that kind of stuff, and that's what this was going to
be. They were out to get IJmmy Hoffa. We had four members on the committee, [Pat] McNamarawas
one, | remember, I've forgotten the other three.

RITCHIE: Kennedy and Goldwater were on, | know.

MCCLURE: Yes, but there were four, and who the fourth one was | don't remember. But, of course,
the results of the McCldlan investigation ended up with Landrum-Griffin, and that we did handle. Just
asan adde, in ‘56 or something, Senator Jack Kennedy was a member of the committee and Bill
Reidy, who was our helth man, and |, and Charlie Brewton, who was Ligter's AA, got very interested
in the problems of the aging, as a political question. We got Wilbur Cohen who was then | think &t the
University of Michigan --remember he was one of the founders of the Socid Security System and was

Senate Historical Ofice Oral History Project
www. senat e. gov/ hi story



later Secretary
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of HEW, agreat man, terrific person--to conduct a survey of the literature on the aging, gerontology
and geriarics and everything dse involved. We published a bunch of volumes on it, and Senator Hill
creeted a specia subcommittee on aging with Pat McNamara, who was the oldest man on the
committee as chairman. McNamararedly wasn't much interested in being a senator; he just went
through here kind of putting up with it, but he liked this subject and worked on it.

But before Senator Hill appointed him, he asked us to suggest some other senators who might be
interested. We dl said Jack Kennedy; he's the youngest member, and an enormous percentage of the
people in Massachusetts and New England generdly are older, older than the rest of the population. |
mean, the proportion is greater in New England, except in lowa. Maybe Cdifornia and Florida now,
but in those days it made sense palitically, and it was a beautiful issue; he couldn't get hurt doing it. So
Bill and | went to see Ted Sorenson, who was Kennedy's legidative aide, and we laid it out, the greeat
prospects for this young man. I'll never forget Sorenson saying, with agrimnessin his voice: " Senator
Kennedy will never be interested in the problems of the aging. Thank you very much." Of course, the
election of 1960 involved just that question, to alarge extent. And then Kennedy wound up as
chairman of the Labor Subcommittee and had to have al this awful Landrum-Griffin tuff. | didn't think
Sorenson advised him wisdly at thet time. Because
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McNamara would have ended up with Labor; in fact he did ultimately. Ah, that was funny!

RITCHIE: Was there much interaction between the saff of the committee and the staff of senators
who were members?

MCCLURE: Oh, absolutely. | madeit apoint, and | think most of them did, too, to become very
good friends with every adminigtrative assstant, and every legidative assstant, and secretary if possible.
All of them in Democratic offices and the top guys in the Republican offices, too. Sure, and that went
for the minority staff dso. We were dways close. We fought like demons on issues but we were friends
and there was none of that knifing that can go on when staffs are not collaborating. But | think Senator
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Hill just set the tone or the atmaosphere of it, to do things and not fight with each other.

| remember the very first evidence of that was after I'd been named staff director. Bill Reidy had been
there quite along time and he was a professond staff member. He became furious and went to see the
chairman and said, "That job is caled chief clerk, and | don't want Stewart McClure to be directing me
as the saff director.” So Senator Hill called mein and told me this. | said, "Wdl it doesnt make any
difference to me what thetitle is, Senator, chief clerk isthe officid title anyway, let's make me chief
clerk." Wéll, that settled that, but | could see that he didn't want
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any of thisslly internecine backbiting and so forth. Of course there was some later, but not then. And
that's the way he operated generally. | made it a point to know everybody whom | could possibly have
need to cal on. You seg, | had to poll the committee frequently when they broke up before afind vote.
| had to know whom to call and how to get him to act. Many of them would act on my say so, or I'd
say, "Senator Hill wantsthis"" "Oh, well, sure."

RITCHIE: Would you deal with the senator or with the senator's assstant?

MCCLURE: No, | tried to be as anonymous as possible. Some staff people spend alot of time
currying favor with senators, becoming pals with them. | didn't fed that was redly my role. That was
Senator Hill'srole. My job was to work with the staff. Of course, if Senator Hill said "Please go ask
Senator [Jennings] Randolph something, | naturdly did it. But normdly it was done on two levels. Of
course, it made the staff members of the senators happy because they knew what was going on.
There's nothing worse than to have your senator taking a position that you didn't know he was going to
take, because he talked to somebody on the staff of a committee. That's not good. Y ou can't win just
one battle here, you might lose seven othersright afterwards.

RITCHIE: Inthe‘50s, when you started out, the Congress was for the most part controlled by the
Democrats, with the exception of
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the 83rd, at least the whole time you were on the Labor Committee saff the Democrats werein the
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mgority. But the administration was Republican . . . .
MCCLURE: Yes until Kennedy.

RITCHIE: Did that make the committee more independent? What were the relations between the
Democratic Labor Committee and the Republican administration?

MCCLURE: Wdll, of course it varied with the secretaries of Labor and HEW, in the case of our
committee. Senator Hill aways tried to be collaborative with who were they; Im Mitchdl in the Labor
Department, Folsom, and Mrs. Hobby--that was alittle more difficult. But on the working level, below
the secretary and assstant secretary level, unless there was such a deep policy salit that the guys
downtown couldn't open their mouths, or we didn't want to tell them something, we worked pretty well
with them, on agreat many hills, hedth bills especidly. When we were doing something about extending
and improving the Fair Labor Standards Act, the Labor Department lent us a specidist, atechnica guy
who worked on it. And they would supply any kind of information. There was amost never any
hiding--well, it had nothing to do with nationa security, you know, and we weren't dedling with
hypersensitive issues, though some of them were paliticaly sengtive. Other saff men may have had
different relations than | did.
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| didn't like their policies frequently, but the people we were dedling with were after dl mostly
bureaucrats who had been here and would be here, and they did their very best to supply whatever we
wanted. There was afamous guy in the Education Office, cdled Lilly-white, he knew dl about the most
abstruse education law thereis: impacted aid. That's legidation that grants federd fundsto digtricts
where there are military ingalations and defense plants that sop up some of the taxable property. There
are different categories of children, and--oh, it was just a madhouse. But old Lilly-white knew it cold.
He could lead us through this minefield, and there were guys like that in many sections, Food and Drug
and other mysterious places-we handled that, of course. Y ou can get lost in technicalities there.

| think the only time we had red trouble, and it wasn't due to the Democrats, was a bill involving federa
mine safety standards. Senator Joseph Clark, coming from Pennsylvania, was promoting a
strengthening of the safety precautions, but [John Sherman] Cooper, who was from Kentucky and who
was on the committee as a Republican, rose in defense of the eastern Kentucky small mine operators
who cant afford any kind of safety provisons. They dig a hole in the Side of amountain and maybe
have five employees, and their mines are dways collgpsing and it's aterribly dangerous kind of work.
But to bring them under federd regulation, Cooper clamed, would just put them al out of business.
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They couldn't possibly ingdl dl the
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timbers and gas gauges and everything ese. So he put up afabulous struggle, and of course the great
John L. Lewiswas gill around and the mine workers were banging dl the doors. Alabamahad alot of
cod mines, too, so we had lots of pressure from them, and West Virginia, and so forth. Well, we had
hearings and the Cod Mine Safety Board was resistant to this. We didn't need any more regulations
was the line of the adminigration. They didn't want deregulation, they just didn't want any more.

Cooper prevailed on Senator Hill as chairman of the full committee to have the head of the Mine Safety
Board come up and "give usthefacts™ Boy, it was like pulling teeth. He just was S0 resistant--he was
under orders in effect not to talk, and so were his gaff. So findly the committee dismissed him because
they were just getting nothing and Cooper was at his wits end because the Democrats had the votes
and were going to report it. It was late in the sesson. So the old fox pulled out a bunch of handwritten
amendments, in ink, and spread them in front of him, and then knocked over the water pitcher. That
was the end of the meeting! They couldn't proceed. | loved that.

But that was a case where the adminitration would not get involved. The same thing happened later

with black lung. They were very resstant to make payments for that dreadful disease. But they findly
gavein. | think you get these conflicts where powerful
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business interests have alock on some aspect of the Department in question, or powerful medica
interests such as the AMA [American Medica Association] or a hospital association. Then the
adminigtration, a Republican adminigtration particularly, can become very sticky because they're under
the gun from the people who paid for the dection. I'd have to redly reflect to give you more on it than |
have.

RITCHIE: Wdl you have a conservative Republican adminigration, and ardatively liberd Senate.
What about the House? How did they figure into the equation when you were pushing new legidation?
Did you have to assume that the House was going to be more conservative and dug-in on these issues?
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MCCLURE: Yes, indeed. The chairman of the House Committee on Education and Labor was
Graham Barden of North Carolina, atough, thick-necked, immutable, immoveable, rock-ribbed
chairman. He wanted to repedl the Fair Labor Standards Act for the textile mills down there; he didn't
want to increase the minimum wage, he wanted to abolish it, and as for additiona coverage he was for
repedling it back to nothing. Well, he was chairman of the House committee, which meant that he was
in charge of education, too. And he wasn't in favor of federa aid to school construction or teachers
sdaries or anything like that. It was just pulling teeth to get anything through there during the 150s. Of
course he had dlieson his
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committee, he wasn't done, and the mgority of them were liberds but they couldn't do a damn
thing--except be obstreperous like Adam Powel | with his damn amendment.

But there were good men and now [Carl] Perkinsisagreat chairman. | think Powell was a good
chairman, too, before he went fluttering around Bimini. We dedt with the Commerce Committee on
hedlth matters, which of courseisadifferent kind of congtituency al together, different issues. Thereis
no anti-veterans lobby. There are different positions within the organizations, but if you wanted to
gpprove aveterans bill or act you didn't have to fight the NAM [Nationa Association of
Manufacturers] or something to do it. Y ou might have to fight the Treasury Department over money. |
think the chairman of that a the time was this felow from Texas who later became chairman of the
Science Committee, Olin Teague. He and Hill were old friends; Hill knew him in the House. So we'd
have a conference that was like taffy-pulling. | mean, just fun.

But Hill had a bit of trouble with the House Commerce Committee under Oren Harris, even though
everything went through the Senate smooth as glass. Especialy in conferences--of course, House
members come to conferences so damn well prepared, they have no other committees. Senators come
staggering out of one committee and go into a conference and then back to the floor, and it's very hard
to educate them. Well, if you've ever been in a conference you know that the
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senators are one or two and everybody on the House Side is there. They require a quorum of the
conferees on the House side. And do they hate it, to St there twelve of them looking at one senator,
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who speaks for the whole United States Senate!

Of course, once a hill did come over from the House it had gone through the fires of Hell and we didn't
have too much trouble with it. I mean, they were generdly bills that we favored anyway, but never
could get through oursalves coming from the Senate Side. But once it got passed the House, then it was
probably going to become law. Well, al that changed with the departure of Barden and the accesson
of Lyndon [Johnson] to the White House. Then we galloped into the War on Poverty and the Great
Society. | had never seen so much activity in my life around here!l We were passing mgor bills every
week. It was unbdievable. Just agreat dam broke. Everything but nationd hedlth insurance, everything
that had been piled up since Truman plus alot of new stuff. Jesus, it was fun!

RITCHIE: Before we talk about Johnson as president, could you talk alittle about him as mgjority
leader? What kind of dealings did you and the committee have with him in those days?

MCCLURE: Wdl, | had very few dedlings with him. He was atiger up here, there's no question about
it. All in great friendliness and rubbing of the shoulders and pumping of the hands; he was a tough man
of stedl . When he wanted action it generally took
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place. He had a technique he used once or twice. He had Bobby Baker invite dl the staff directors over
for coffee in aroom in the Capitol and then he came in and massaged us, about how important we were
and how we could go back and get our chairmen cracking and get those hills out of committee. We
were al wagging our heads. How did he think we could do it if he couldn't? It was sort of amusing. He
went to any length, in other words to get something moving. Of course, he had the best intelligence
system: Bobby Baker knew what the vote was going to be every time. He had a head counter par
excellence, 0 there weren't too many surprises when a bill was going to come up.

| used to watch him on the floor, pacing around like a panther and being frustrated and going over and
rubbing some senator to try and get him to do something. Worked at it indefatigably. Johnson worked
dl thetime. His staff never got any deep. He was a powerhouse. | think alot of people were scared of
him, | mean the members, because he controlled alot of money in eection time. While | don't go for
Robert Caro's book [The Path To Power] wholeheartedly, | do beieve it's true that he used Texas ail
money to help Democrats get elected and then they were beholden to him thereafter. Now, of course,
that didn't affect Lister Hill--he didn't need a nickd. But some of them did.
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| never heard Senator Hill refer to Lyndon in any way except "the Mgority Leader.” | don't know what
he thought of him. He dedlt with him, of course, as the leader; actualy he had been here considerably
longer. Infact, it would be hard to tdl you what Lister Hill thought of most of them. He was like Gillette
that way.

RITCHIE: You once mentioned Johnson talking about Paul Douglas, what was that quote?

MCCLURE: He said Douglas was probably back in his office "writhing around on his couch like
Mossadegh.”

RITCHIE: Inwhat circumstances was Johnson referring to Douglas that way?

MCCLURE: It must have been in response to "Where's Douglas?' Probably at a meeting, or maybe
he was needed on the floor. | don't know how it occurred, but | remember 1'd just been over in
Douglas office a ameeting on what became the Area Development Act, which Douglas had dreamed
up, and he was writhing around on his leather couch! He had dengue fever from the South Pacific; he
was in agony mogt of hislife up here. Aswith Jack Kennedy, a number of members were dying of pain
most of the time. Teddy Kennedy, same thing. Y ou wonder how they function, especidly with back
problems.
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RITCHIE: You mentioned before about Pat McNamara not wanting to be a senator and just passing
through. Did you have problems with senators who redlly didn't carry their weight in the committee?

MCCLURE: There was dways a problem with the quorum. Ligter Hill would get mad; he would ydll
"Get on the horn and get those people over here, Stewart.” Well, what can you do? I'd cal and cdl and
cal. Where is he? Send out scouts. But they were spread too thin. They were in some meseting where
they were redlly needed, or they had an amendment up, or something. They weren't taking the
afternoon off, these were busy men. It was very hard, gill is hard to get a quorum. Of course, they fixed
that rule alittle so you could go on past noon. But | don't recal any problem within the committee,
except the quorum problem. All the Democrats had subcommittee chairmanships a the end, every one
of them. So they had responsibilities; bills were referred to them by |etter from the chairman; they would
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find out if he redly wanted them to act on it (he wouldn't even refer it if he didn't, usudly, or unlessthey
requested it--he never sat on legidation even though he was horrified by some of the things that went
on).

But | don't know, | don't recdl any Democratic senators who didn't perform. Now what their private
notions of being senators were, | don't know. Joe Clark was very unhappy with the Senate and wrote a
book about it, and made himself most unpopular. McNamara
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just--he never thought that being a senator was very important. | think he thought the school board of
Detroit was a much better place to be. Y ou'd see him stting over in the lobby on the couch, talking to
anybody who came by and cracking jokes. HEd make some remark, "Isthat jerk till talking in there?!
He was pretty crude in his private speech, but aloveable guy, alot of fun.

RITCHIE: The two senators who seemed to vote againgt everything in the committee in those days
were Barry Goldwater and Strom Thurmond. It seemed asiif the Labor Committee was one that libera
senators gravitated towards. . . .

MCCLURE: They were assgned to it.

RITCHIE: | see, wasthat to keep them out of other committees?

MCCLURE: Yes Put them dl in one bag and then try to defeat anything they came out with.
RITCHIE: Wasthat adecisononthepartof . . ..

MCCLURE: The leadership.

RITCHIE: But Hill was apart of the "Inner Club," wasn't he?

MCCLURE: Yes, but he couldn't control that process. Some of them wanted to be on it very much,
but some of them didn't. I'll never forget | went to Senator Joe Clark when he was first
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gppointed. | waked into his office--he had stripped it of al senatorid equipment, and had nothing but
his own fancy stuff from Philadephia, modern tube furniture and al that. 1t looked like alawyer's office
in Philadelphia. He said, "Stewart, | want you to understand one thing: | didn't want to come on this
committee, and I'm going to get off it the first opportunity | have" | said, ™Y ou want meto tell Senator
Hill that, Sr?" That stopped him. | never did.

Wetdked awhileand | said, "Wl Senator, if something should come up around here that | think you
might be interested in, that would make this a more attractive place to you, may | bring it to your
atention?' "Oh," he said, "of course, Stewart.” Wdll, in due course something did, the manpower
question. He got a Subcommittee on Manpower Employment and ran along way with it. Did alot of
good with it, I think, and when the time came when he had to leave one committee to get on Foreign
Redations, he left Banking, he didn't leave Labor. | mentioned that to him once later. He pretended not
to know what | was talking about. He was the only one | ever heard say it like that.

Thurmond got off as soon as he could, too, and then became a Republican anyway. He was ared
problem because we had seven Democratic members, in the old days, seven to six, and he would flip
over, switch, and Goldwater of course was riveted in the country club
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philosophy that is now riveted in the White House. He just wouldn't do anything. He had a very able
committee counsdl, Mike Berngtein, who was as conservative as he was, and who fed him bile and
brimstone every day. Goldwater was a very decent fellow bascdly, but hisideas were antediluvian.
Then we had George Murphy for awhile; that was funny. The movie actor--boy was he out of his
depth! | expected him to break into atap dance or something. He was very popular, and al the staff
who loved his movies loved him. He didn't do anything for or againgt. | don't think he ever offered a bill
or an amendment or anything. Hitted his way through. Funny, funny, funny.

We had [Everett] Dirksen for awhile. When he was minority leader he would give new Republicans
breaks on committees. He didn't give a damn what committee he was on; he was minority leader
anyway. So held leave his seniority postions, and he went on Labor a one point. He was atough
customer but ajoy to be with, too. His techniques of combat in committee were something. Onetime
there was a bill reported from Kennedy's Labor Subcommittee involving the prohibition on secondary
boycott in Taft-Hartley, which |abor unions had been fighting for centuries ever snce Taft-Hartley. It
had gotten out of subcommittee and Dirksen was determined to stop it. We till had the twelve o'clock
rule. When the Senate went in, we had to break up. So he was very late getting there anyway. The
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Republicans
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refused to make a quorum until the last Democrat came to make the quorum, and then they came in.

Dirksen came in with a stack of books about this high, hearings from the Judiciary Committee, which he
put on the desk. Kennedy's face fdll. After the preiminaries, Kennedy made his pitch for the bill, and
then Hill recognized Dirksen, who had asked him to do so. Dirksen said, "Well, weve been considering
legidation in the Judiciary Committee that has a bearing on this legidation, particularly asit affectsthe
Northwestern Railway. | have here a history of the Northwestern Railway, which | want to place in this
record, if the chairman will permit." And he read the history of the Northwestern Railway till noon. The
bell rang and we broke up. Oh, God! Kennedy was laughing and everybody was broken up, it was just
apreposterous business. "Thenin 1864 . . . .” you know. God, he was funny. But they al had to use
what wegpons they could, and the quorum game was the biggest one.

RITCHIE: So the quorum problem wasn' just that members were busy, but it was often deliberate.
MCCLURE: On thiskind of thing it was used politicaly, sure.

RITCHIE: The minority members could use it to their advantage, knowing that the mgjority might not
al bethere.
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MCCLURE: That'sright. Wéll, they had a scout watching. Of course the quorum changes with the
gze of the subcommittee or committee, and when the proper number of Democrats were in the room
then the Republicans would arrive, or some of them. And sometimes not enough Democrats came, and
you quit, particularly in the beginning when it was seven to Six. Later when we had as many asten
Democrats to saven Republicans, or nineto six--well it varied from Congress to Congress--when we
had atwo or three man mgority then the minority couldn't do much.

RITCHIE: | would assume that you saw alot of lobbyigts in those days.
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MCCLURE: Oh, sure. They didn't come to me as much as they did to the professond staff. They
came to me about scheduling hearings or just on a scouting mission, but they didn't lobby mein the true
sense. They knew | wasn't trangporting such information to Ligter Hill anyway, or to the chairmen of the
subcommittees. The staffs of those units were doing that.
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End of Interview #3
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