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Proclamation 7814 of September 14, 2004

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of
Education and the 40th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, we
recognize our Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) for
their extraordinary accomplishments in education and for extending
the promise of our Nation’s founding to all of our citizens. Historically
Black Colleges and Universities were created to educate African Ameri-
cans when they were wrongly denied the opportunity to attend school
during the 19th century. Today, these great institutions continue to ad-
vance equal opportunity and excellence in education. In 2002, HBCUs
enrolled 14 percent of all African Americans attending college. Their
graduates are leaders in medicine, education, government, the military,
business, the arts, the law, and many other fields. They include such
heroes as Thurgood Marshall, who led the struggle for equal justice
under law for African Americans and successfully represented African-
American schoolchildren in Brown.

Half a century after the Supreme Court’s historic decision in Brown,
America is still working to reach the high calling of its ideals. Edu-
cation remains the path to equality and opportunity, and HBCUs are
a vital part of our national commitment to improving education for all
of our citizens. Funding for HBCUs is now at an all-time high. By pro-
viding students with a quality education, HBCUs are continuing to
help America remain a place of opportunity and hope for every citizen.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
12 through September 18, 2004, as National Historically Black Colleges
and Universities Week. I call upon public officials, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs to show our respect
and appreciation for these remarkable institutions and their graduates.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 15:04 Nov 10, 2005 Jkt 029194 PO 00000 Frm 00143 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 C:\STATUTES\2004\29194PT4.004 APPS10 PsN: 29194PT4



118 STAT. 4178 PROCLAMATION 7815—SEPT. 14, 2004

Proclamation 7815 of September 14, 2004

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, when the enemies of freedom were on the
march and our country needed brave Americans to take up arms and
stop their advance, the members of our Armed Forces answered the
call of duty. These patriotic men and women defended our country in
hours of need and continue to stand watch for freedom. Many of these
courageous individuals risked capture, imprisonment, and their lives
to protect our homeland. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we
honor the sacrifices and remarkable determination of those captured as
prisoners of war. We also remember those who remain unaccounted for
and ask for God’s special blessing on their families. Our Nation will
not forget these heroes, and we will not stop searching for our service
members who are missing in action.

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the flag of the National
League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast
Asia is flown over the White House, the Capitol, the Departments of
State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the National Vietnam Veterans and Korean War Veterans
Memorials, U.S. military installations, national cemeteries, and other
locations across our country. This flag serves as a reminder of our con-
tinued commitment to those still missing and those imprisoned while
serving in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Somalia,
Kosovo, Iraq, and other conflicts. We remain grateful for their service
and sacrifice and pledge to continue to achieve the fullest possible ac-
counting for all of our men and women in uniform still missing.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
14, 2004, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to join me in saluting all American POWs and
those missing in action who valiantly served our great country. I call
upon Federal, State, and local government officials and private organi-
zations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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