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On July 22, 2004, I signed an Executive Order that makes government
agencies responsible for properly taking into account agency employ-
ees and customers with disabilities in emergency preparedness plan-
ning and coordination with other government entities. To help coordi-
nate this effort, the Executive Order establishes the Interagency Coordi-
nating Council on Emergency Preparedness and Individuals with Dis-
abilities.

I also signed an Executive Order on February 24, 2004, to improve
transportation for people who are transportation-disadvantaged, includ-
ing people with disabilities. This order helps Federally assisted com-
munity transportation services provide seamless, comprehensive, and
accessible transportation services to people who rely on transportation
services for their lives and livelihood.

My Administration has also begun implementing the recommendations
of the New Freedom Commission on Mental Health. The Commission
was established by Executive Order and its report lays out steps that
can be taken to improve mental health services and support for people
of all ages with mental illness.

By striving to ensure that no American is denied access to employ-
ment, education, cultural activities, or community life because of a dis-
ability, we strengthen our Nation. Through these and other efforts, we
will continue to build on the progress of the ADA, and, by doing so,
hold fast to our Nation’s faith in the promise and potential of every
person.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26,
2004, as a day in celebration of the 14th Anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act. I call upon all Americans to celebrate the con-
tributions people with disabilities make to America and to renew our
commitment to upholding the fundamental principles of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7805 of August 16, 2004

National Airborne Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans look to the members of our Armed Forces as examples of
honor and patriotism. On National Airborne Day, we commemorate the
first official Army parachute jump on August 16, 1940, and salute a
distinguished group of individuals whose courage and dedication have
earned them a cherished place in American history.
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Our Nation’s Airborne forces have helped liberate millions from op-
pression and extend peace and freedom around the world. From the
initial tests of this new medium of warfare, to the establishment of
venerable units serving today, these brave men and women have ex-
panded the vision and capabilities of our Armed Forces. The Army
designated the first Airborne division on August 15, 1942, and the
82nd Airborne Division set the standard for achievement and built a
proud legacy of service. Many units followed in their footsteps, fight-
ing bravely in battle and serving our country with distinction in World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and other critical missions.

Today’s Airborne forces continue the tradition of excellence and deter-
mination as we fight the global war on terror. In Afghanistan and Iraq,
they have helped advance peace and democracy and defended the
American people from danger. We are grateful for their service and
continue to stand solidly behind the men and women of our Airborne
forces, and all those in our military, as they serve on the front lines
of freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 16,
2004, as National Airborne Day. I encourage all Americans to join me
in honoring those who have served in the Airborne forces. I call upon
all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7806 of August 26, 2004

Women’s Equality Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On Women’s Equality Day, we recognize the hard work and persever-
ance of those who helped secure women’s suffrage in the United
States. With the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution
in 1920, American women gained one of the most cherished rights and
fundamental responsibilities of citizenship: the right to vote.

The struggle for women’s suffrage in America dates back to the found-
ing of our country. The movement began in earnest at the Seneca Falls
Convention in 1848, when women drafted a Declaration of Sentiments
proclaiming they had the same rights as men. In 1916, Jeannette
Rankin of Montana became the first American woman elected to the
United States House of Representatives, despite the fact that her fellow
women would not be able to vote nationally for 4 more years. These
women and many more like them worked to ensure that future genera-
tions of women could realize the promise of America.
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