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On August 16, 1940, the successful first jump of the Army Parachute
Test Platoon laid the foundation for a new and innovative method of
combat that helped contribute to an Allied victory in World War II.
These bold pioneers answered the call of duty and set an example for
future generations to follow. Since the designation of the Army’s first
Airborne division, the 82nd Airborne, on August 15, 1942, our Air-
borne troops have performed with valor. The brave men and women
of our Airborne forces have worked to defeat tyranny, advance the
cause of liberty, and build a safer world.

Today a new generation of Airborne forces is fighting a war against an
enemy that threatens the peace and stability of the world. At this crit-
ical time, Airborne forces of the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force
are continuing the noble tradition of the first sky soldiers. Americans
are grateful for the service of our Airborne forces and all our troops,
and we are inspired by the strength and sacrifice of our military mem-
bers and their families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 16,
2005, as National Airborne Day. I encourage all Americans to honor
those who have served in the Airborne forces, and I also call upon all
citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7918 of August 25, 2005

Women’s Equality Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was
adopted, guaranteeing American women the right to vote. The passage
of this amendment was the culmination of a long struggle that reached
back to the founding of the country and was furthered by the 1848
women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York. By celebrating
Women’s Equality Day, we commemorate the adoption of this amend-
ment and honor the visionary women who fought tirelessly for wom-
en’s suffrage.

Led by women such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and
Lucretia Mott, the suffragists stood up against injustice and persevered
until, as Susan B. Anthony wrote, the handful who first took a stand
for suffrage grew into an army. The efforts of these pioneers helped se-
cure for American women the right to vote.

Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, women have continued to
make great contributions to our Nation. Women today are leaders in
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medicine, law, journalism, business, government, and other profes-
sions. They are doctors and mothers, teachers and lawyers, home-
makers and pilots, artists and entrepreneurs. Women also are serving
with great honor in our Armed Forces as we fight a war on terror and
defend our freedoms. The hard work of American women is essential
to the strength and vitality of our country.

One hundred and fifty-seven years after the Seneca Falls Convention,
we continue to work so that all people can enjoy their God-given
rights. This Women’s Equality Day, as we celebrate the 85th anniver-
sary of the 19th Amendment, we honor the perseverance, leadership,
and achievements of the suffragists and all of America’s women, and
we renew our commitment to equal justice and dignity for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26,
2005, as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7919 of August 29, 2005

National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Ovarian cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer deaths among
women in the United States. Each year, thousands of women are diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer, and thousands die from the disease. During
National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we strive to raise aware-
ness of ovarian cancer and promote early detection and treatment of
this disease.

Early detection is essential to the successful treatment of ovarian can-
cer. The 5-year survival rate is higher than 90 percent for ovarian can-
cer patients whose disease is caught during the first stage of develop-
ment. Most ovarian cancer cases are diagnosed at an advanced stage,
however, because no reliable screening test exists for the disease. Be-
cause the early signs of ovarian cancer are easy to miss and often re-
semble the signs of other conditions, it is important for women to talk
with their doctors about detection and be aware of the risk factors and
symptoms of this cancer.

There is more we need to learn about how best to prevent, detect, and
treat ovarian cancer. The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is currently
sponsoring a study on genetic and environmental factors that may in-
crease the risk of ovarian cancer. In addition, the NCI is sponsoring
clinical trials to explore new ways to screen for and detect ovarian can-
cer. Researchers are studying new treatment options, including biologi-
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