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women braved threats of violence to vote for a provisional government.
In October, Iraqis voted in even greater numbers to approve a draft
constitution for their country, and on December 15, they will return to
the polls to elect a Council of Representatives. Millions of Afghans
voted in September in the first free legislative elections in Afghanistan
in decades. Countries of the former Soviet bloc are emerging as thriv-
ing democracies. A free press is gaining ground in Kyrgyzstan, and
civil institutions are being strengthened in Ukraine and Georgia. We
have witnessed good progress this year, and America will continue this
historic work to advance the cause of freedom.

We remain confident in this cause because we have seen the power of
freedom to overcome the dark ideologies of tyranny and terror. Free-
dom enables men and women to live lives of dignity. And freedom
gives the citizens of a nation confidence in a future of peace for their
children and grandchildren. As we observe Human Rights Day, Bill of
Rights Day, and Human Rights Week, we renew our commitment to
building a world where human rights are respected and protected by
the rule of law and where all people can enjoy freedom and dignity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December
10, 2005, as Human Rights Day; December 15, 2005, as Bill of Rights
Day; and the week beginning December 10, 2005, as Human Rights
Week. I call upon the people of the United States to mark these observ-
ances with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7969 of December 16, 2005

Wright Brothers Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On December 17, 1903, a wooden aircraft lifted from the sands of Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, remaining airborne for 12 seconds and covering
a distance of 40 yards. That first powered flight was a heroic moment
in our Nation’s history and in the story of mankind. On Wright Broth-
ers Day, we celebrate the journey that began at Kitty Hawk and com-
memorate the imagination, ingenuity, and determination of Orville and
Wilbur Wright.

The American experience in air and space is an epic of endurance and
discovery. The past 102 years have brought supersonic flight, space
travel, and the exploration of the Moon and Mars. Charles Lindbergh’s
solo, nonstop passage across the Atlantic Ocean and the record-break-
ing flights of Amelia Earhart captured the public’s imagination and en-
couraged the growth of aviation. Americans such as Chuck Yeager, the
first man to break the sound barrier, and Alan Shepard, the first Amer-
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ican in space, and Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, the first men on
the Moon, led our Nation on a voyage of discovery. These pioneers ex-
plored the unknown and brought the bold dream of the Wright Broth-
ers into the future. Their dedication and skill and that of countless oth-
ers reflect the finest values of our country and have helped ensure that
the United States continues to lead the world in flight.

Americans will always be risk-takers for the sake of exploration. As we
remember the achievements of the Wright Brothers, we look forward
to challenging the frontiers of knowledge in a new century.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 143) as amended, has designated December 17 of
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’; and has authorized and requested
the President to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of
the United States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2005, as Wright
Brothers Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7970 of December 22, 2005

To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and
Opportunity Act

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the ‘‘1974 Act’’;) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 111(a) of the African Growth
and Opportunity Act (title I of Public Law 106–200) (AGOA), author-
izes the President to designate a country listed in section 107 of the
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a ‘‘beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try’’; if the President determines that the country meets the eligibility
requirements set forth in section 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703),
as well as the eligibility criteria set forth in section 502 of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2462).

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the President to designate a
country listed in section 107 of the AGOA as an ‘‘eligible sub-Saharan
African country’’; if the President determines that the country meets
certain eligibility requirements.

3. Section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3721(b)(3)(B)) provides
special rules for certain apparel articles imported from ‘‘lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries.’’;

4. In Proclamation 7350 of October 2, 2000, the President designated
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania (Mauritania) as a beneficiary sub-
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