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fied, America again turned to a beloved and proven leader, electing
George Washington as the first President of the United States.

As we celebrate the life of George Washington and his contributions
to the American experiment, we can also take pride in our stewardship
of the Republic he forged. Today, he would see in America the world’s
foremost champion of liberty—a Nation that stands for freedom for all,
a Nation that stands with democratic reformers, and a Nation that
stands up to tyranny and terror. On his 275th birthday, George Wash-
ington would see an America fulfilling the promise of her Founders,
honoring the durable wisdom of our Constitution, and moving forward
in the world with confidence, compassion, and strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February
22, 2007, as the 275th Anniversary of the Birth of George Washington.
I encourage all Americans to join me in honoring the Father of our
Country with appropriate civic and service programs and activities in
remembrance of George Washington and with gratitude for all he gave
for his country.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8107 of February 26, 2007
Irish-American Heritage Month, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The friendship between Ireland and the United States has deep roots,
and Irish Americans have played an integral role in making our coun-
try a place of hope and opportunity. During Irish-American Heritage
Month, we recognize the vital contributions of Irish Americans to our
Nation.

Since our founding, Irish immigrants have come to America’s shores
in search of better lives. Today, millions of American citizens are of
Irish descent, and they and their forbearers have helped shape our way
of life, strengthened our economy, and contributed to the arts, and pro-
tected our Nation. Irish Americans have shown their devotion to our
country by serving in our Armed Forces. America is especially grateful
to these brave men and women for the sacrifices that have helped pre-
serve the ideals of our country and made the world a safer place.

During the month of March, we reflect on our Nation’s past and how
Irish Americans helped create the country we live in today. America
is a melting pot of cultures, and Irish-American Heritage Month is an
opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of Irish-American citi-
zens and remind our people we are blessed to be a Nation of immi-
grants.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
2007 as Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to
observe this month by celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans
to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8108 of February 27, 2007
American Red Cross Month, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American Red Cross demonstrates the power of human compas-
sion and embodies the capacity for kindness and generosity of this
great Nation. This month, we honor the men and women of the Amer-
ican Red Cross who exhibit the spirit and character of America by serv-
ing others in need.

Since its founding in 1881, the American Red Cross has helped mil-
lions of individuals overcome the effects of natural disasters and emer-
gencies by providing shelter, food, counseling, and other assistance. It
plays an important role in our communities by helping maintain our
country’s blood supply, offering programs for youth and the elderly,
supporting members of the military and their families, and promoting
health and emergency preparedness. This inspiring organization helps
improve the lives of those in need and continues to assist in the recov-
ery efforts in the Gulf Coast.

The humanitarian mission of the American Red Cross extends around
the world. My Administration is proud to work with it to support ef-
forts to combat malaria, measles, HIV/AIDS, and other diseases that af-
fect millions of people each year in Africa and throughout the world.
The American Red Cross is committed to helping improve the preven-
tion and treatment of diseases and is working to strengthen community
health programs in developing areas of the world. These efforts help
save lives and show the strength and generosity of America.

We are grateful for the tireless work of the volunteers and staff of the
American Red Cross. During this month, we pay tribute to this remark-
able organization and all those who have answered the call to serve a
cause greater than self and offered support and healing in times of
need.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws
of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2007 as American Red
Cross Month. I commend the good work of the American Red Cross,
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