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fullest possible accounting for every missing member of our Armed
Forces.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday,
September 21, 2007, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to join me in honoring and re-
membering all former American prisoners of war and those missing in
action who valiantly served our great country. I also call upon Federal,
State, and local government officials and private organizations to ob-
serve this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8178 of September 20, 2007
Family Day, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Families are the cornerstone of our Nation. On Family Day, we under-
score our dedication to strengthening America’s families and recognize
the importance that the bonds between parents and children hold for
the future of our country.

Parents and family members are the first and most important influence
in a child’s life. Families offer a stable and nurturing environment by
providing love, guidance, support, and comfort. They help young peo-
ple gain the skills they need to succeed in life and the courage and
drive to realize their dreams. By caring for and spending time with
their children, parents instill lifelong values and help build a better
America.

My Administration is committed to supporting American families. We
are working with faith-based and community organizations to promote
healthy marriages, responsible fatherhood, and positive youth develop-
ment. When children are connected to family, community, school, and
places of worship, they are more likely to make good choices and reach
their full potential.

Families help prepare children for the opportunities and challenges of
the 21st century by encouraging them and insisting on high standards.
Strong, loving families help young Americans grow into successful
adults and build a Nation shining with optimism.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
24, 2007, as Family Day. I call upon the people of the United States
to observe this day by engaging in activities that strengthen the bonds
between parents and children.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8179 of September 21, 2007

Gold Star Mother’s Day, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The gift of liberty is secured by heroes who have answered the call to
serve when America needed them most. On Gold Star Mother’s Day,
we honor the mothers of the service men and women who have given
their lives in the defense of our great Nation.

America’s Gold Star Mothers are remarkable patriots who serve their
communities by demonstrating good citizenship, providing support
and services to our troops and veterans, and helping comfort the fami-
lies whose loved ones have made the ultimate sacrifice. Their sense of
duty and deep devotion to our country inspire our Nation, and we
thank them for their compassion, determination, and strength. Though
they carry a great burden of grief, these courageous mothers help en-
sure that the legacy of our fallen heroes will be forever remembered.
On this day, we offer our deep gratitude and respect to our Nation’s
Gold Star Mothers; we honor the sons and daughters who died while
wearing the uniform of the United States; and we pray for God’s bless-
ings on them, their mothers, and their families.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat.
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as
“Gold Star Mother’s Day”’; and has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in its observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 30, 2007, as
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon all Government officials to display
the flag of the United States over Government buildings on this solemn
day. I also encourage the American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate ceremonies as a public expression of our Nation’s sym-
pathy and respect for our Gold Star Mothers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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