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Proclamation 8091 of December 15, 2006
Wright Brothers Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America has a rich history of exploration and discovery, marked by
scientific and technological achievements that have transformed the
world. On Wright Brothers Day, we remember two aviation pioneers
from Ohio whose big dreams and extraordinary accomplishments
helped change the course of human history.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright completed the first
manned, powered flight in history and ushered all of mankind into a
new era of possibility and promise. With Orville at the controls, the
Wright brothers’ small aircraft traveled 120 feet in 12 seconds above
the dunes of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The age of flight had begun,
and in the decades that followed, advancements in aviation would en-
able determined American risk-takers to cross oceans, break the sound
barrier, and walk on the Moon.

Today, our Nation follows the Wright brothers’ example of innovation
as we continue to explore the frontiers of air and space. My Adminis-
tration has outlined a vision for space exploration that includes a re-
turn to the Moon and a long-term human and robotic program to ex-
plore Mars and the solar system. By working to expand the realm of
the possible, we can gain a better understanding of the universe and
continue the journey that the Wright brothers began more than a cen-
tury ago.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963, as
amended (77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 143), has designated December 17 of
each year as “Wright Brothers Day”’; and has authorized and requested
the President to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of
the United States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2006, as Wright
Brothers Day.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8092 of December 22, 2006

National Mentoring Month, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Mentoring Month, we honor the caring individuals
across our Nation who are committed to helping the next generation
of Americans reach their full potential.

Mentors help teach important skills that are necessary for a healthy,
successful life and help shape the character of our young people. They
instill compassion and responsibility in our children and help motivate
them to do their best in school. By providing leadership and guidance,
mentors can inspire young people to set high goals and help them
achieve a bright future.

My Administration is committed to helping the next generation realize
the promise of our Nation. Through the USA Freedom Corps, we are
providing opportunities for mentors to connect with children in
schools, after-school programs, and community groups. The Helping
America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, raises aware-
ness about the challenges facing our youth and encourages adults to
connect with youth in three key areas: family, school, and community.
The initiative also supports community partnerships that develop op-
portunities for mentoring and positive youth development.

I appreciate the contributions of all those who serve as mentors, and
I encourage all Americans to get involved in mentoring programs. To
learn about mentoring opportunities, citizens can visit the USA Free-
dom Corps website at volunteer.gov. By joining teachers, coaches, reli-
gious leaders, relatives, and other mentors, individuals can use their
talents and experiences to enrich the lives of young people and dem-
onstrate the compassionate spirit of America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
2007 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to recognize the importance of mentoring, to look for op-
portunities to serve as mentors in their communities, and to observe
this month with appropriate activities and programs.
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