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mitted to ensuring that small businesses can compete in the global
economy.

By continuing to expand trade, we can open new markets for American
products, lower prices for consumers, and create better American jobs.

Small businesses are the lifeblood of cities and towns across the coun-
try, and we salute small business owners, entrepreneurs, and employ-
ees for enhancing our communities and expanding opportunities for
all. The hard work and ingenuity of our Nation’s small business men
and women are helping to sustain America’s economic strength.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 22
through April 28, 2007, as Small Business Week. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies,
activities, and programs that celebrate the accomplishments of small
business owners and their employees and encourage the development
of new small businesses.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8128 of April 19, 2007
Dutch-American Friendship Day, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Dutch-American Friendship Day, we celebrate our longtime friend-
ship with the Kingdom of the Netherlands and honor the many Dutch
Americans who have made significant contributions to our country.

Our close partnership with the Netherlands dates back to the founding
of our Nation, and it remains among our oldest continuous relation-
ships. Many of the Pilgrims first sailed for the New World from a
Dutch port, and when a small American warship approached the is-
land of St. Eustatius in 1776, the Dutch port there gave the American
flag its first friendly gun salute. A few years later, the Netherlands be-
came one of the first nations to recognize the independence of the
United States of America. The United States and the Netherlands are
continuing that tradition of close cooperation in the 21st century,
working together to bring hope and liberty to places where it has long
been denied.

Dutch Americans have enriched the American experience and have
helped write our history, strengthen our character, and shape our soci-
ety. Today, we pay tribute to our allies in the Netherlands and recog-
nize the proud citizens of Dutch ancestry who call America home.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 19,
2007, as Dutch-American Friendship Day. I encourage all Americans to
celebrate our country’s Dutch heritage and the many ways Dutch
Americans have strengthened our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8129 of April 20, 2007
National Day of Prayer, 2007

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A prayerful spirit has always been an important part of our national
character, and it is a force that has guided the American people, given
us strength, and sustained us in moments of joy and in times of chal-
lenge. On this National Day of Prayer, we acknowledge God’s grace and
ask for His continued guidance in the life of our Nation.

Americans of many faiths and traditions share a common belief that
God hears the prayers of His children and shows grace to those who
seek Him. Following the tragedy at Virginia Tech, in towns all across
America, in houses of worship from every faith, Americans have joined
together to pray for the lives that were lost and for their families,
friends, and loved ones. We hold the victims in our hearts and pray
for those who suffer and grieve. There is a power in these prayers, and
we can find comfort in the grace and guidance of a loving God.

At this important time in our history, we also pray for the brave mem-
bers of our Armed Forces and their families. We pray for their safety,
for the recovery of the wounded, and for the peace we all seek.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as amended, has called on our
Nation to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to respect the
freedom of religion by recognizing each year a “National Day of Pray-
er.”’;

’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as a National Day
of Prayer. I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each accord-
ing to his or her own faith, for the freedoms and blessings we have re-
ceived and for God’s continued guidance, comfort, and protection. I in-
vite all Americans to join in observing this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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