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sistance programs, technology, and other programs relevant to the daily
lives of individuals with disabilities.

We must foster a better understanding of ADA requirements and in-
crease dialogue and cooperation between the business and disability
communities. Through the New Freedom Small Business Initiative, the
Department of Labor and the Small Business Administration are edu-
cating small business owners about the benefits of hiring people with
disabilities and helping adult workers with disabilities acquire the
skills and resources needed to become small business owners. The
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission is releasing user-friendly
information on how the ADA applies to particular disabilities in the
workplace and providing free ADA workshops offering employment-re-
lated services and information sessions for small businesses. My Ad-
ministration is implementing the ‘‘Ticket to Work’’; program, which al-
lows Social Security and Supplemental Security Income disability
beneficiaries who want to work to choose their own employment-re-
lated services. The Department of Labor and other agencies are also im-
proving the capacity of community One-Stop Career Centers to provide
training and employment services to people with disabilities.

To recognize the contributions of Americans with disabilities and to
encourage all citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the workforce, the
Congress, by joint resolution approved August 11, 1945, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 121), has designated October of each year as ‘‘National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 2004 as National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month. I call upon Government offi-
cials, labor leaders, employers, and the people of the United States to
observe this month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7836 of October 20, 2004

National Forest Products Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America’s forests are places of beauty and incredible natural wealth.
They are homes to wildlife and offer many economic opportunities for
our Nation. During National Forest Products Week, we recognize the
many benefits of our forests and continue our dedication to protecting
them.

Across our country, many communities rely on healthy forests for eco-
nomic stability. Our forests provide paper products, building materials,
chemicals, and many other items needed by families and small busi-
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nesses across America. Responsible forest management helps provide
jobs and maintain these important resources to help meet the daily
needs of Americans and people around the world.

My Administration has made forest health a high priority, and we will
continue to promote active management and forest conservation. Under
the Healthy Forests Initiative, we acted to remove the causes of severe
wildfires by thinning forest undergrowth before disaster strikes. And
the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003, which I signed into law
last December, expands our work, helping protect valuable lands that
serve as habitat for wildlife and ensuring the safety and economic vi-
tality of communities affected by wildfires. The Act enforces high
standards of conservation to help return our forests to more natural
conditions and maintain the full range of forest types.

To ensure that our forests remain a source of pride for all Americans,
we must continue our tradition of protecting the land for future genera-
tions. By combining the ethic of good stewardship with the spirit of
innovation, we can advance a healthy environment and continue eco-
nomic growth and job creation.

In recognizing the importance of our forests, the Congress, by Public
Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National For-
est Products Week’’; and has authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 17 through October 23,
2004, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to
observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7837 of October 24, 2004

United Nations Day, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On United Nations Day, we commemorate the founding of the United
Nations in 1945 and recognize its many contributions to advancing
peace and human rights around the world.

Our Declaration of Independence and the United Nations’ Universal
Declaration of Human Rights proclaim the equal value and dignity of
every human life. That dignity is honored by the rule of law, limits on
the power of the state, respect for women, protection of private prop-
erty, free speech, equal justice, and religious tolerance. These founding
documents affirm that the bright line between justice and injustice is
the same in every age, every culture, and every nation.
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