
122 STAT. 5203 CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS—SEPT. 27, 2008 

community should work to increase awareness and preven-
tion of heat stroke; and 
(2) Congress urges national and community organizations, 

businesses in the private sector, and the media, through 
National Heat Stroke Awareness Month to promote the aware-
ness of heat stroke. 

Agreed to September 22, 2008. 

NATIONAL DYSPHAGIA AWARENESS MONTH— 
SUPPORT 

Whereas dysphagia, or difficulty with swallowing, is a medical 
dysfunction that affects as many as 15,000,000 Americans; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has esti-
mated that 1,000,000 people in the United States annually are 
diagnosed with dysphagia; 

Whereas the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality has esti-
mated that 60,000 Americans die annually from complications 
associated with dysphagia; 

Whereas based on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
mortality data, this is more than the total number of Americans 
dying from all forms of liver disease, kidney disease, and HIV/ 
AIDS combined—and nearly as many as those dying from 
diabetes, the number 6 killer of Americans; 

Whereas the most common complication arising from dysphagia 
is aspiration pneumonia—caused by food or saliva entering the 
windpipe and into the lungs; 

Whereas one in 17 people will develop some form of dysphagia 
in their lifetime, including 50 to 75 percent of stroke patients 
and 60 to 75 percent of patients who undergo radiation therapy 
for head and neck cancer; 

Whereas as many as half of all Americans over 60 will experience 
dysphagia at some point; 

Whereas complications due to dysphagia increase health care costs 
by resultant hospital readmissions, emergency room visits, 
extended hospital stays, the necessity for long-term institutional 
care, and the need for expensive respiratory and nutritional sup-
port; 

Whereas the cost of managing a patient with a feeding tube, which 
for many has been the primary treatment option for this condi-
tion, is reported to average over $31,000 per patient per year; 

Whereas the total annual cost to Medicare just for enteral feeding 
supplies for outpatients was more than $670,000,000 in 2003, 
nearly 6 percent of the total Medicare budget for that year; 

Whereas including the monies spent in hospitals, the total cost 
of dysphagia to the health care system is well over $1,000,000,000 
annually; 

Whereas the condition of dysphagia is a vastly underreported condi-
tion and not widely understood by the general public; and 
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Whereas observing June 2008 as National Dysphagia Awareness 
Month would raise public awareness about dysphagia and the 
need for early detection and treatment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concur-
ring), That it is the sense of the Congress that a National Dysphagia 
Awareness Month should be established. 

Agreed to September 27, 2008. 

ROBERT MONDAVI—HONORING 

Whereas Robert Mondavi, a much-loved and admired man of many 
talents, passed away on May 16, 2008, at the age of 94; 

Whereas Robert Mondavi will be fondly and most famously remem-
bered for his work in producing and promoting California wines 
on an international scale; 

Whereas Robert Gerald Mondavi was born to Italian immigrant 
parents, Cesare and Rosa, on June 18, 1913, in Virginia, Min-
nesota, and his family later moved to Lodi, California, where 
he attended Lodi High School; 

Whereas after graduating from Stanford University in 1937 with 
a degree in economics and business administration, Robert 
Mondavi joined his father and younger brother Peter in running 
the Charles Krug Winery in the Napa Valley of California; 

Whereas Robert Mondavi left Krug Winery in 1965 to establish 
his own winery in the Napa Valley, and, in 1966, motivated 
by his vision that California could produce world-class wines, 
he founded the first major winery built in Napa Valley since 
Prohibition: the Robert Mondavi Winery; 

Whereas in the late 1960s, the release of the Robert Mondavi 
Winery’s Cabernet Sauvignon opened the eyes of the world to 
the potential of the Napa Valley region; 

Whereas Robert Mondavi introduced new and innovative techniques 
of wine production, such as the use of stainless steel tanks to 
produce wines like his now-legendary Fumé Blanc; 

Whereas as a tireless advocate for California wine and food, and 
the Napa Valley, Robert Mondavi was convinced that California 
wines could compete with established European brands, and his 
confidence in the potential of Napa Valley wines was confirmed 
in 1976 when California wines defeated some well-known French 
vintages at the historic Paris Wine Tasting, or ‘‘Judgment of 
Paris’’, wine competition; 

Whereas in the late 1970s, Robert Mondavi created the first French- 
American wine venture when he joined with Baron Philippe de 
Rothschild in creating the Opus One Winery in Oakville, which 
produced its first vintage in 1979; 

Whereas the success of the Robert Mondavi Winery, and the many 
international ventures Robert Mondavi pursued, allowed him to 
donate generously to various charitable causes, including the 
Robert Mondavi Institute for Wine and Food Science and Robert 
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