@ongress of the Mnited States
Washington, DC 20515

June 24, 2011

Mr. Stephen B. Burke
Chief Executive Officer
NBCUniversal, LLC

30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112

Dear Mr. Burke,

We are writing to express our serious concern about NBC’s decision to omit “under God”
from the Pledge of Allegiance twice during the June 19, 2011 broadcast of the U.S. Open. The
video montage containing the omissions, intended to celebrate American patriotism, instead
alienated millions of viewers who place great value on all of our nation’s proud history-
including its religious heritage.

After viewing the video montage, it seems clear that the back-to-back omissions of
“under God, indivisible,” and “one nation under God, indivisible” from recitations of the Pledge
were not inadvertent. Although we are aware that NBC has apologized for the omissions, we are
concerned that the video was allowed to air with the altered Pledge of Allegiance in the first
place. The video was undoubtedly approved by NBC officials prior to airing, and it is troubling
that the network allowed these patently offensive omissions to proceed. The decision is even
more offensive, given that in 1954, Congress amended the Pledge specifically to add “under
God,” the very words that NBC excluded.

As Members of Congress, we are disturbed that the official Pledge of our nation was
altered in this way. We live in a society where there are increasing efforts to remove all mention
of religion from public life, and we remain dedicated to defending against such attempts. As a
key player in shaping the national dialogue through various media outlets, we are interested to
know what steps NBC has taken to prevent America’s religious heritage from being obscured in
this manner. We request that you implement a policy to ensure that the Pledge of Allegiance is
not altered in future broadcasts.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Rep. Aderholt
Rep. Akin

Rep. Alexander
Rep. Altmire
Rep. Austria
Rep. Bachmann
Rep. Bachus
Rep. Bartlett
Rep. Berg

. Rep. R. Bishop
. Rep. Blackburn
. Rep. Bonner

. Rep. Boren

. Rep. Boustany

. Rep. K. Brady

. Rep. Broun

. Rep. Burgess

. Rep. Burton

. Rep. Carter

. Rep. Cassidy

. Rep. Chaffetz

. Rep. Coffman

. Rep. Conaway

. Rep. Crawford

. Rep. Crenshaw
. Rep. Culberson
. Rep. G. Davis

. Rep. Jeff Duncan
. Rep. Ellmers

. Rep. Farenthold
. Rep. Fincher

. Rep. Forbes
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. Rep. Foxx
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. Rep. Garrett

. Rep. Gerlach
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Rep. Gingrey
Rep. Gohmert
Rep. Goodlatte
Rep. Griffith

Rep. Harris
Rep. Hartzler
Rep. Hensarling
Rep. Huelskamp
Rep. Huizenga
Rep. Hultgren
Rep. Hurt

Rep. B. Johnson
Rep. Jones

Rep. Jordan
Rep. S. King
Rep. Kissell
Rep. Kline

Rep. Lamborn
Rep. Lankford
Rep. Latta

Rep. Long

Rep. Lucas

Rep. Luetkemeyer

Rep. Lungren
Rep. Manzullo
Rep. Marino
Rep. McMorris
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Rep. Mica
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Rep
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. Pearce
Pence
Pitts
Poe
Posey
T. Price
Rehberg
Reichert
Rigell
Roby
M. Rogers (AL-

Rooney
Runyan

P. Ryan

T. Scott
Schilling

. Schmidt

. Sessions

. C. Smith

. L. Smith

. Southerland
. Stearns

. Stutzman

. Terry

. G. Thompson
. Thornberry
. Turner

. Walberg

. Webster

. West

. Westmoreland
. J. Wilson

. Wittman

. Wolf

. D. Young



