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Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, over the past
week and a half, in response to the regrettable
loss of lives off the coast of Gaza, there has
been much controversy and speculation over
Israel’'s right to self defense. Yet we are re-
minded again of the situation Israeli families
face every single day.

Imagine two young parents living each day
going through their mental check list of how to
protect their children. Is the path to the shelter
clear? Do they know each other's schedules
so they can find them if there is a missile
strike? Do the schools have their emergency
numbers? Have they taught the kids enough
to react quickly in the event of a strike, but not
too much to scare them?

While the kids are at school they worry
about hearing sirens of an imminent attack
from a neighboring territory and are always
worried that it will come when they can’t phys-
ically protect their children.

When this happened in America in the early
1960s these were my parents’ fears. But with
all of these fears they knew that the United
States would do what was necessary to pro-
tect our families and our country. It would pre-
vent the weapons from falling into the hands
of people who wanted to destroy our way of
life.

Like the United States during the Cuban
Missile Crisis, the Israelis have blockaded the
source of the threat to their homeland.

America was able to protect itself, and we
must ensure that Israel has the ability to do
the same.

———————
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IN SHOE SERVICE
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Federico’s Drive In Shoe Service,
a local icon in my Central Coast Congres-
sional District, on its 70th anniversary. Since
1940, Federico’s has served the Monterey Bay
area with exemplary craftsmanship, the high-
est quality materials, and quick and efficient
service.

Charles Federico began his career at the
age of fourteen. The young apprentice was
assigned to the shoe shine stand for his first
two years, and then graduated to replacing
heels. Within ten years he had purchased his
first store, handling shoe repair in one corner
and selling fishing gear in another.

His business, then called Franklin Shoe Re-
pair, expanded quickly; in 1957 he added the
extra convenience of a drive-up window to his
Monterey store which greatly increased the
volume of business, and he also opened a
second shop on the former Fort Ord Army
Base. He paid particular attention to shop ap-
pearance, workmanship, merchandising and
shop management. In 1958 he won the Na-
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tional Leather and Shoe Finders Association
National Silver Cup Contest, as being the best
shoe repair store in America. Over the years
he and his son, Henry, have won 27 local and
regional industry awards.

Members of my family have patronized
Federico’s shop for decades, and many of
their customers cite their outstanding product
knowledge and customer service as reasons
for their loyalty. Charles is now ninety-three
and his son, Henry, runs the shop. They have
branched out into engraving trophies and sew-
ing logo merchandise. Their employees carry
on the traditions that won them the Silver Cup
SO many years ago.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues join
me in wishing Federico’s a very happy 70th
Anniversary, and many more to come.

—
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OF FLORIDA
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart, that | rise to recognize
the life and deeds of one of Santa Rosa
County’s most respected residents, Mr. Leon
Hinote. Throughout his 89 years, Mr. Hinote
spent his days as a true patriot and committed
public servant. In his passing, Madam Speak-
er, | am proud to honor his lifetime as a com-
passionate and inspirational leader.

Born the fourth of seven children, Mr.
Hinote’s strong character began to take root in
the soils of Santa Rosa County; fully blooming
into the virtues of patriotism, diligence, kind-
ness and faithfulness which have impacted so
many. To many, he was more than just a
neighbor. He was a friend to the faint hearted,
a sturdy back to the heavy burdened, and a
kind voice to a weary companion.

Mr. Leon Hinote is a remarkably special
man that belongs to a remarkably special
group—America’s Greatest Generation. In
1942, Mr. Hinote enlisted into the U.S. Army.
Not wanting to wade in the spotlight or expect-
ing to be honored, he was always willing to
put others before himself. It was not until re-
cently, that Mr. Hinote was awarded with
many of the honors he earned while bravely
defending our great nation and her ideals.

While his distinguished military record is
more than enough to warrant praise and admi-
ration, Mr. Hinote did not stop serving the oth-
ers around him. After leaving the military, Mr.
Hinote not only served on the Milton City
Council for two terms, but he was also elected
Santa Rosa County sheriff. Admired by many,
Mr. Hinote is a role model for the entire com-
munity of Northwest Florida and a rare exam-
ple of someone who truly understands what it
means to lead by example.

While we shall greatly miss Mr. Hinote, his
legacy and his memory shall remain. His life
that spanned eight decades will serve as a
mirror for us all to gaze upon and find the full
measure of a man. Madam Speaker, on behalf
of the United States Congress and a grateful
community, it is the highest privilege and with
great pride that | honor the life of Mr. Leon
Hinote. My wife Vicki and | extend our deepest
sympathies to his loved ones and children:
Clifton, Janet, and Theresa.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5072) to improve
the financial safety and soundness of the
FHA mortgage insurance program:

Mr. BACA. Madam Chair, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 5072, the FHA Reform Act.

The failed economic policies of the Bush ad-
ministration and Republican-controlled Con-
gresses, led this country into a deep recession
where we experienced serious drops in hous-
ing value and unemployment.

The economic conditions caused the FHA to
dip below acceptable capital reserves num-
bers.

But thanks to the leadership of HUD Sec-
retary Donovan and FHA Commissioner Ste-
vens, FHA has continued to operate in a safe
and stable manner, continuing to provide mort-
gage insurance to credit-worthy homeowners.

Since 1934, the FHA has played a vital role
in the nation’s economy helping over 37 mil-
lion Americans achieve the dream of home-
ownership.

FHA’s role can be seen clearly today as
they play a vital stabilizing role in the market
and support homeownership for first-time buy-
ers and underserved markets.

As our economy continues along the path of
recovery, it is likely that the FHA will continue
to play a large role in our housing market.

H.R. 5072 will make essential reforms to the
FHA program, strengthening their finances,
improving risk management, and rooting out
the bad actors that helped cause this crisis in
the first place.

The bill before us calls for an increase in
FHA’s authority to raise annual premiums ena-
bling FHA to decrease entry barriers and up-
front premiums.

This bill also enables the FHA to go further
in the action they have already taken in in-
creasing the FHA fund at an approximate
value of $300 million per month.

Finally this bill will also strengthen FHA’s
ability to ensure responsible lending activity by
withdrawing from lenders that repeatedly fail to
follow responsible underwriting and financial
standards.

| want to thank Ms. WATERS, Ms. CAPITO,
and Mr. FRANK for their leadership and hard
work in bringing this bill to the floor.

| encourage my colleagues to follow the
leadership of Secretary Donovan and Com-
missioner Stevens and vote “yes” on H.R.
5072.

———

TRIBUTE TO FORMER
CONGRESSMAN FRANK EVANS
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OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, | wish to
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant from
the State of Colorado.

Former Congressman Frank Evans passed
away on Tuesday, June 8, 2010.




