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Proc~cr:1cr~Ion 3792

COPYR1GHT EXTENSiON: GER1'1\ANY

3y the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

"''III~:I{l~l\St1H'; President is authorized, in accordance with the con­
<lit-ions prescribed in Section n of.Tit le ]7 of the United States Code,
which includes the provisions of the net of Congress approvedMarch
4, 1909, 35 Stat. 1075, as amended by the act of September 25, 1941, 55
Stat. 732, to p:l'unt nn extension of time for fulfillment of the conditions
and formalities prescribed by the.copyright laws of the United States
of America, with respect to works first produced or published outside
the United States, of Ainericn and subject to copyright or to renewal
of copyright under the Inws of the Un ited States of America, by na­
tlonnls of countries which accord substantially equal treatment to
citizens of t.he:"J.:!~lit"9c1 States of-A~ncl"ica; and

'V1IERE..L'\S satisfactory official. nssm-ances huve been received that,
since "\11ri115, 1802, citizens of the Unit cd Stutes have been entitled to
obtain ~opj'i·i~11t in Germnuy .for. thei r works on substantially the
same basis its German citizens without the need of complying ,vith any
formalities, provided such works secured protection in the United
States: and

'VIIERE.\S, pursuant to ..Vrt icle 2· of the I ...uw Xo. 8, Industrial,
I~itel'a~ty and Art istic Property ]~h!hts of Foroijrn Xntions and Na­
tionuls, promulgated by the Allied l[i.~h Commission for Germany on
October 20, lO..j.!), Iitern l'y or urt istic propert.y rights in Germany owned
by United States nat ionuls at the COJ~nllPllCClnpnt of or during the

.\ 'state of war between Germany aud the i Jt,litr<.l States of America which
were transferred, seized, requisitioned, revoked or otherwise impaired
hy war measures, whether legislative, judicial 01' ndministmtive, were,
upon request made })1'10r to October :~, 1050, restored to such United
States nationn15 or their legal successors; and

'\"IT}~I~};.:\S,pursuant to Article r,of the aforesaid Ia w, any literary
or artist ic property righc in Germany owned by ~t United States na­
t ionnl at. the commencement of or during the state of war between
Germany and the United States of America wus, upon request made
prior to October-S, IfJ50, extended in term lor a period corresponding to
rho inclusive time from the date of the eommcncomout of the state of
'YHl'; ()1" such later date on which 8\1e]} l'igllt came in existence, to
Sept (lId IH~lt ,'10, 1fJ4!.); and

',"'] 11·~ Irr4~.i\S, hy virtue of a proclumnt.iou by (he President of the
1:-n i if·d ~l .itcs of America dated May ~!), 1n~2, 42 Stat. 2271, German
eiriz('Hs :u"p and have br-en entitled to t1H~ benefits of the net of Congress
approvr-d ~\Ial'ch 4, l!)O!), an Stut, 1075, as aurcurled, including the bene...
liL-i ()j! Sl'(~tion ] (c) of the nforeuu-utioned 'I'it le 17 of the United
St a i e,~ Code ; and I

\,\rII}~Irl':4\S, a let t-er of February H, 10;"")0, from the Chancellor of
the Federal J:epu1Jlie of Germany to the Chu irma n of the Allied IIi~h

Commission for Germuny estuhlished the unu uul uuderstundirur that
l'{.(.j pl"o(-al copyright rclat ions continued inefre,·t between the Federal
1:"!Ji:1Jl:<-. of (;(~rnH\ny and the 1Jnit(\ll ;Stat(',..; of 1\rllPri<:a:
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1'~()\"\."'7 'rln~I~T~}'Or~E, I, IJYXDO;'~ ::1. ~TOrIXSOX, President of
t~le l Tniu·d Si"=-ttes of ...America, hy virtue of the authority vested in me
:j:.r .·:<~'\~f·~O:l ~ or Tirlo 17 of tho United Stutes Code, do declare and
procla un : .

(1) That, with respect to works first produced or published outside
-t11C United States of Arucrica : (no) where the work was subject to
copyrig-ht. under the lu \\~S of the United States of ...t\.1nCriCfL on or after
S("'ptcJuber ;3, ]!)3D, and on or before Mny 5, IDr>6, by an author or other
0\\"110r' who was then fL German citizen; or (b) where the work was
subject to renewal of copyiiirht under the In. ws of the United States
of Aruorica on or after ScptcHlbcr3; lrJ:.:;f), and on or before ~rn.y 5,
l nt>\), hy an author or other person specified in 'Sections 24 and 25
of the aforesaid Title 17 who was then n. German citizen, there has
existed during several year's of the nforementioncd period such dis­
ruption and suspension of facilities essential to compliance with condi­
tions find formnlities prescribed with respect to such works by tho
copyright law of the United States of Arnerica ,as to bring such works
within the terms of Section 0(b) or the aforesaid Title 17; and

(2) That, in view of the reciprocal treatment accorded to citizens
of the United States by the Federal Republic of Germany, the time
within which persons who arc presently German citizens may comply
with such conditions and formal itics wi. h respect to such works is
hereby extended for one year after the dute of this proclamation.

It shall be understood that the term of copyright in any case is
not rind cannot be altered or affected hy this proclarnution. It shall
also be understood that, as provided Ly Section n (h) of 'I'itle 11,
"L7n ited States Code, no Iinbility shall attach under that title for Iaw­
ful uses made or acts done prior to the cfl'cctive date of this proc­
Iamat ion in connection wir h the above-described works, or with
respect to the continuance far one Y~:'d~ sL~l):-;cqncnt to SUCl1 date of
any lH1S~ness undertaking or enterprise ~~lwfully undertaken prior
to such date involving expenditure 0;: contractual obligation in con­
ncct ion with the cxploirnt.ion, production, reproduction, circulation
or performance of any such works,

IX \t'~TTKI~~SS \VIIE1{I~OIi', I have hereunto set n1Y hand this
twelfth day of .July in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
sixty-seven, nnd of the Tndcpcndcnce.of rho united States of America
the 0:10 hundred and ninety..second,
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If you are near a library that maintains a file of tI10 Oata7og 0/ Oopyright Entries you
may be able to avoid the cost of a search by consulting the printed Oataloq yourself.

(OVu'1)

'I'he absence of n, copyright notice on a work which has never been publisl~d should not
be construed to mean tliat the work is not protected by law. .Protection may be available
either on the basis or common law literary property rights or by reason of registration in the
Copyright Office,

2. Duration of Copyright, United States copyright lasts for 28 years and may be re­
newed for an additional 28 years. If the copyright is not renewed during the 28tll year, the
particular work becomes "public domain" and is no longer subject to the protection of the
Unitecl States copyright law, On the other hand, if the copyright is renewed, it does not
expire until the end of the 5Gtll year. (For an exception to the 56-year Iimit, see the back of
this circular.)

1. Notice of Copyright. A notice of copyright (Example: © John Doe 1965 or Copy­
right Jol1n Doe 1965) 011 a published work indicates that copyright is claimed in that par­
ticular work, See Sections 3, 1.0, 19, and 20 of Title 17, United States Code (copyrights).
One function of this notice is to warn potential users not to copy the work without proper
authorization. If a published work does not bear the· copyright notice required by law, it is
probably not protected by copyright, For exceptions, see Sections 10 and 21 of Title 17,
United States Code (copyrights),

3. New Versions. The law provides that copyright can be secured in arrangements, ad­
aptations, translations, dramatizations, and other versions of previous works. If the previous
work is in the public domain, copyright ill the new version covers only the additions or revi­
sions, and gives no new rrghts in the public U0111ajll material. If the previous work is still
protected by copyright, it is necessary to obtain permission from the copyright owner before
making a new version or quoting substantially from it.

COPYRIGHT OFFI.CE
THE. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20540

IIO'V TO DETERl\lINE Wl-IETHElt .c\ WORI{ IS COPYRIGHTED

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

4. Copyright Office Records. TIle Copyright Office maintains records of copyright regis­
trations and recorded documents. It also publishes the Oatalog of Oopyright Entries which
lists all registrations. The Oatalog is issuecl ill several parts for different kinds of works
and each part covers a 6-nlontll period. However, the Oatalog does not include entries for
assignments or other recorded documents.

SPArci: r ~i

Apr. 1'JC'~3,OOO

The Copyright Office maintains no listing of works by subject, and keeps no separate
records of "public domain" works, Individual 'Yorks, such as poems, stories, songs, or arti­
cles, which appeared as contributions to a periodical, anthology, or other composite work are
not listed separately by title unless they were separately registered.
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EXTEl',IS:O:'! OF COPYRIGHT TZIU·I IN CEH.TAIl\J CASES. Recent acts of Congress
in effect extend the length of all second-ter~ copyrights that were due to
expireObet'Y!een ,September 19, 196;~ and December 31, 1968. Under the acts,
these cop~Tights will continue in force lli~til December 31, 1968. The
extension is automatic and does not require any action in the Copyright
Office.

For example, a work that was first ent-er-ed for copyright on October 5,
1907, and was ~enewed in 1935, would normally have fallen into the public
dO::'i8.in on October 5, 1963; the acts in question extend it to December 31,
1968. ~~other example is a work that was first copyrighted on April 10,
1910, a~d renewed in 1938. which would normally have fallen into the public
doma.in on April 1'0,-- ..1966; under this legislation, the rene-wal copyright
is ext.e nc cd until December 31, 1968. .-

!JOT:2: : This extension does not apply to copyrights in their first 28­
ye~r te~~. It has no effect on the time limits for renewal registration,
and it Goes not revive &~y copyriehts that have already expired., The (
extensiv~ applies only to copyrights previously renewed in which. the
second term would otherdise expire.

b. iV0 Legal A deice. Tho Copyright Offico cannot express an opinion on the legal
effect of tIle facts reported.

c. Titles and Names Not Oopyri!l7~table. If your concern is about using a particular
title or name, a search of the Copyright Oflice records may be of little value.
Copyrigl1t docs not give exclusive rigllts to titles, and the records contain many <Iii...
fcrent 'Yorks identified by tho same or sirni Iur titles. In some circumstances, titles
may be protected under the Iaw of unfair 'competition, but this is a matter of State
law, not copyright. 'I'radcmnrks are registered ill tho Patent Office.

3. Searches Concerning Transfers of Copyright Ownership, If you wish information
on assignments and other recorded documents relating- to changes in the ownership of a copy­
right, request this information specifically. It is not otherwise included in search reports.

4. Limitations on Searches.

a. 1.'10 (lom.parisor; for Similariu), 'I'ho Copyright Office does not search or compare
works to determine questions of similarity..

1. In General. 1']10 Copyr-ight Office can make a search of its records at the rate of $5
pel" hour, which is tho fcc fixed by law. If you furnish tho information needed for a search,
tho Copyright Ollice will Hrst estimut e tho total fco and after receiving tho estimated fee,
w ill make n. search and furnish tho report.

2. Information Needed. 'V11Cll requesting a search, please furnish us as much of the
following illforma tion us possible: title of the work ; name of the author or authors ; name
of tho copyright claimnnt ; year date of publication, deposit, or registration; class of 'York
(book, music, photograph, etc.); registration number,

TIle fact that n search of Copyright Office records discloses no information about a partic­
ular work docs not necessarily mean that the work is unprotected. For example, registration
for unpublished works is not required. Some claimants for published works fail to file their
applications as promptly as they should, and delay in registration generally has no effect on
the validity of no copyright. Also, some foreign works are protected in this country under
internationnl conventions to which the United States may be a party, without the necessity of
registration,
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in the field of intellectual property, reported during the years 1965 and

Office for official-and public use, contains substantially all federal

and state copyright cases, as well as cases Involving related subjects

COPYRIGHT OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540
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This bulletin, nineteenth in a series compiled by the Copyright

1966. A. supplemental list of related cases, which do not directly

involve copyright, is included in the appendix. The volume is for sale

by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402, at a

price of $ 3.75.

Compiled and edited by Benjamin W. Rudd
Washington. 1967. 950 p. (Bulletin No. 35)
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