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SUMMARY: TheCopyright Officepub­
lishes thisnoticeto infonn the public that 
theNorthAmerican FreeTradeAgreement 
which entered intoforce 00 January 1. 
1994. and its implementing legislation 
(Pub.L. 103-182) authorizes theCopyright 
Officeto establish procedures forcopy­
rightrestoration of certainworksfirst fixed 
or published in Mexicoor Canada after 
January 1,1978 and beforeMarch1, 1989. 
Thisnotice is imended to summarize the 
content of thatlegis1alion. Copyright 
ownersof affected worksmust me a 
statement of intent with the Copyright 
Officeto restore copyrightfor eligible 
works; details of newprocedures to file 
these Slatements will be published within 
the next60 days. 
FOR FURTliER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

EricSchwanz,PolicyPlanningAdvisor, 
Copyright Office, Libraryof Congress, 
Washington, D.C.20540. Telephone: 
~02) 707-8350. Fax: (202)707-8366. 
~PPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 

NorthAmerican FreeTradeAgreement 

and theNorthAmericanFreeTrade 
Agreement Implementation Act (Pub.L. 
103·182) providefor therestoration of 
copyright for certainworks thatare 
currently in the publicdomainin the United 
States. Under newsection I04A of title 17, 
copyright protection may be restoredfor 
certainmotionpicmresthatwere first fixed 
or published in Mexicoor Canada. and any 
workincluded in such motionpicmresthal 
was first fixedor published withthese 
motion pictures, if the work "entered the 
publicdomain in the UnitedStatesbecause 
it was first published on or afterJanuary I, 
1978. and beforeMarch I. 1989,without 
the noticerequired by sections40I, 402. or 
403 of [title17],theabsenceof whichhas 
not been excusedby the operation of 
section405 of [title17].as suchsections 
were in effectduringthat period." 17USC 
I04A(a) (1993). A motionpictureor 
underlying work(suchas originalmusic or 
dramatic textembodied in the motion 
picture) meeting theserequirements "shall 
havecopyrightprotection under [title17] 
for theremainder of the term of copyright 
protection to whichit would have been 
entitled in theUnitedStates had it been 
published withsuchnotice." Jd. 

Copyright ownersof qualifying works 
must me a "statementof intent" with the 
Copyright OfficebetweenJanuary 1,1994 
(the date on whichthe Agreement entered 
intoforce) and January I, 1995to notifythe 
publicof their intentto restorecopyright 
protection for theseworksin the United 
Stales. AfterJanuary I, 1995.the Copy­
rightOfficemust publish in the Federal 

Register, the list of works for which 
statementshave been med and which 
are detennined to be properlyqualified 
for protection. The restorationof 
copyrightprotection for theseworks 
will be providedat thattime in 
accordancewithsection I04A ofutle 
17. Section I04A(c) of title 17 
provides that persons who are copying, 
perfonning or sellingcopiesof such 
worksmay continuesuch activities for 
a period of one year following publica­
tion of the 1995Federal Register 
notice. This exemptionapplies only to 
copies producedor acquiredbefore the 
dale of enactmentof the implementing 
legislation (December8, 1993). 

Within thenext 60 days, the 
CopyrightOffice will announcein the 
Federal Register the procedures 
necessary to me a "statementof intent" 
with the Office, includingtheappli­
cable statements and materials that 
must be submiaed. In the meantime, 
copyrightowners and other interested 
partiescan contactEric Schwanz, 
PolicyPlanningAdvisor,Copyright 
Office, al (202)707-8350,for addi­

~onal information. 

January 3, 1994 

Barbara Ringer, 
ActingRegister o/Copyrights. 

James H. Billington, 
TheLibrarian 0/Congress. 
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