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sen.icett and the amoel of IDe 
charatabl.e (eeL Feee ~t 10 tide 5 
U.S.c., eection 5052(0, all ol_..-wioea 
not invo1vill8 Ow pWbc: records of the 
Copyrigbt Q{fw;e WIU be al8elled 
accordins to the ldaeG8Ie in penwraph 
(b) of Ibis aeclton. All feel 90 Inneed 

shall be charted 1o ,he req".Ier. ellcept 
where the cnarre il Wnited llllder 
paragraph [c] of thia sec1ion 01 where 8 

waiver or redlK:lion of feel .. I"Uled 
under pera,rapb 'dl of Utia sectMm. 
Requests by record It&hjectsaskiltfl for 
copies of recorda about thealaetvn ahall 
be processed IInder the Privecy Acl fee 
schedule iollnd in 3; CPR 20Ul 

[b) FOM requests. In respondiDg to 
requests under this part. the following 
fees shall be ul!Il!Sled. Unlesl 8 waiver 
or reduction in fees haa been !P'anled 
pursuant 10 p8J'aII'aph Idl of thit lMlChon: 

(1) For copies of certiliCMln of 
copyri8h t reaistratiOQ, 54. 

12} For Capiea of all other Copyright 
Office records not otherwise provided 
for in..lhiB secuon$.45 per PiiB. 

(3} For each hour or fraction of an 
hour spent in seardullg for a requeated 
record, 510. except that GO aearch fee 
shall ~ asselsed with respect to 
requests by educational inlrtttatfona. 
non-commercial scientific institutions. 
and reprnentartv" of !he MWI mHia. 
Search feet ahall beelMHed wilh 
respect to all other reqee......bjed 10 
the Iia»tatiens of perqraph (cl el t.w. 
section. Fees may be auesled for time 
spent searching even if the aearch fails 
to locate UIY J'8lIPOMift ~ ... 
when dterecorda locatedare 
subsequeatly deterariued \0 be. ......t, 
exempt freD di........ 

(4) FOI«:ertWcaUoll of eeda docaIe." 
$4. 

(5) Other cc»tI iAc1Irred by &U� 
Copyright Offic:emWlfUliDa. req~1
 
will be charaeable at the actui coa& &0� 
the Ofrke.� 

(6) For computer seardel of recorda. 
wlrich may be lIndertaken throlllh the 
use of existing programmina. die &Glual 
direct costs of conducting fhe search 
including the cost of open", 8 C*IInl 
processing unit fot that portion of 
operating time that ia directly 
attributable to searching for recorda 
responsiye to a request. as wen a. the 
direct coos of operator/progrsmmer 
salary .pportlonable to search (al no 
more than 110.110 per IxnIr or fracticm 
thereoilO spent). 

(;) No review f4!ea will be cIlarwed for 
time tpeDt in resoMnw 18881 or poIk:)r 
issues affecting access to Office record.. 
No charge will be made for the time 
involved in examining records to 
determine whether some or art roch 
recordl may be wiLhheLd. 

(c) Fee limitations. The fonowinll� 
liminations or fees shall apply: 3� 

(1) Excep( for requnters aeekm, 

3Error; line should read:� 
"liJnitlltions on rees shall apply:"� 

recorda for com~allise the foflowiO@ 
will be provided without cAarwe­

(i) The firsllOO papa of dupllc&tion 
(or its cost equivalent). and 

(ii) The first two 110,,"or eean:h lor its 
cost equivalent}. 

(2) No fees will be charged for 
ordinary packaging and mailint costl. 

(d) Waiverorreductionoffees. (1) 
Records responsive to a request lander 5 
USC 552 shall be furnished without 
chsf8e or at a ctIarge ~ced below 
that estabhshed IInder J>iKaBfltph [b] of 
this section where the Office 
determines. based upon iDfonNlioo 
provided by a requester in support of a 
fee waiver request or otherwiae made 
known to the Office. that disclosure of 
the requested information is in the 
public interest because it is likely to 
contribute ~gnificant!y to p!rb1Tc 
uRdentandi"! of the operations or 
activities of the governsseat and ia DOt 
parimarily in the commercial interest of 
the requester. Requests for a waiver or 
reelection of fees shall be considered on 
a caee-by-eese besit. 

(2) In order to determine whether the 
first fee waiver requirement ~ fte..-..e.. 
that discloalU'e of 'be re~\ed 
infllrmatioa iI ill the INbUc: i.a tere st 
becaue it illikely &0 COlWibllW 
significantly to public IIDdlratancWl& of 
the operations or activiUea of the 
govenuuent-the Off.c:e thall ~der 
iIle foUowinilour fac&on Ul aequa~ 

ti) Tbe ItIbject of tbe Nqont: Wbether 
the subject of the I'eq....e ~ 
concerns "the operatiou 01' 8CtWitiee of 
the aovemment." 

(li) The informative value of tbe 
infol'DWltXla to bedilK:ioeed: Wlteo.er 
the discloeure iI"likely lO COatribllW" to 
an undentaDdina of pam....t 
opuaUODI or activities. 

(iii} The contribution to an� 
underatandilli of tile subject by the� 
public: Ukely 10 reault from discJa.ures:� 
Whether diadoawre of the req¥e&ted� 
information wm contnllute to "public� 
underslllftdtnt·..� 

(iv) The aiiniRcaw:e of the 
contribution to pubhc understanding: 
Whether tbe diacloaure is likely [0 

contribute -signiflCaDtly· to public 
undentanding of government operations 
or activities. 

(3) In order to ~enntne whettter the 
second fee waiver requirement ~ IDe\­
i.e., that disclosure of the requested 
information is not primarily in the 
commercial inlerest of the reque~l!T­
the Office shan consider the follOWing 
two factors in sequence: 

(i) The existence and masnitude of a 
commercial interest: Whether lhe 
requelter has a commercial int.eresl thai 
would be furthered by the requested 
disclosure. 

(ii) The primary interest in wscloaure: 
Whetber the magmtude of the 
indentified commercial interest of the 
requester is tuffic.iently large. in 
comparilOD wiili Ute publIC iDterelt in 
disclosure. that msclOlIll'e is "prUMnly 
in the commercial inte,.1 of !he 
requester." 

(4) Where only a portion of the 
requested recorda satisfies both of the 
requirements for a waiver or reduction 
of fees under Ihis paragraph. a waiver or 
reduction shall be granted only as to 
that portion. 

[e] Notice ofanticipated fees in 
excess of$25.00. Where the Office 
determines or estimates that the fees to 
be assessed under this section may 
amount to more than $25.00. the Office 
shall notify the requester as soon as 
practicable of the actual or estimated 
amount of the fee•. unless the requester 
has indicated in advance his willlngness 
to pay fees as high as those anticipated. 
(If only a portion of the fee can be 
estimated readily, the Office shall 
advise the requester that the estimated 
fee may be only a portion of the totsi 
fee.) In cases where a requester has 
been notified that actual or estimated 
fees may amount to more than $25.00. 
the requests will be deemed not to have 
been received until the requester has . 
agreed to pay the anticipated total fett.. 
A notice to a requester pursuant to this 
paragraph shall offer him the 
opportunity to confer with Copyright 
Office personnel in order to reformulate 
his request to meet his needs at a lower 
cost. 

10 Aggregation ofrequests. Where the 
Office reasonably believes that a 
requester or a group of requesters acting 
in concert is attempting to divide a 
request into a series of requests for the 
purpose of evading the assessment of 
fees. the Office may aggregate any such 
requests and charge accordingly. 

(g) Advance payments. (1) Where the� 
Office estimates that a total fee to be� 
assessed under this section is likely to� 
exceed $250.00. it may require the� 
requester to make an advance payment� 
of an amunt up to the entire estimated� 
fee before beginning to process the� 
request. except where it receives a� 
satisCactory assurance of full payment� 
from a requester with a history of� 
prompt payment.� 

(2) Where a requester has previoualy� 
failed to pay a records access fee within� 
30 days of the date of billings. the Office� 
may require the requester to pay the full� 
amount owed. plus any applicable� 
interest (as prOVided for in paragraph (h)� 
of this section). and to make an advance� 
payment of the full amount of any� 
estimated fee before the office begins to�
process a new request or continues to� 
process a pending request from that� 
requester.� 



(3J for requests other than those 
described in paragraph (8)(1) and (8)(2) 
of Ihis section. the Office shall not 
require the requester to make an 
advance payment. t.e.. a payment made 
before work is commenced or continued 
on 8 request. Payment owed for work 

'ready completed is not an advance 
,ymenL 
 (h) Charsins interest. The Office may 

assess interest charges on an unpaid bill 
starting on the 31st day following the 
day on which the bill was sent to the 
requester. Once a fee payment has been 
received by a component of the Office, 
even if not processed. the accrua! of 
interest shall be stayed. Interest charges 
shall be 888esaed at the rate prescribed 
in section 3717of title 31 U.S.C. and 
shall accrue from the date of the billing. 

Dated: December 17.1987. 
RalpbOmu, 
Res/6ter ofCopyright'. 
Approved by: 
Jamn H.Bl1lInltOa. 
The Librarian ofCongreSl. 
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