
ANNOUNCEMENT� 
from the Copyright Office, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20559 

EXTENSION OF COMMENT PERIOD 

37 CFR PART 202 

REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS TO COPYRIGHT IN THE GRAPHIC� 
ELEMENTS INVOLVED IN THE DESIGN OF BOOKS AND OTHER� 

PHINT£D PUBLICATIONS; ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED� 
RULElVlAKING: EXTENSION OF COMMENT PERIOD� 

The following excerpt is taken from Volume 44, No. 213 of the 
Federal Register for Thursday. November I, 1979 (pp , 62913-62914). 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

CopyrlghtOffice 

37 CFRPart 202 

[Docket RUn-Z) 

ReglstraUon of ClaIms To Copyright In 
1M Graphic EIementa Involved In the 
DesIgn of Boob and Other PrInted 
Publlcdonl; Advance NotIce of 
Propoeed Rulemaklng: ExtenaIon of 
Comment Period 

AGlNCY: Libruy of CoDlJ'l!'s, Copyright 
Office. 
ACTIOII:Extenaion of comment period. 

-.r. 11li, noticeextenda to 
January 2, 1880the period for CXlIIUD8DtI 
in connection with our advlUUl8 notice 
of proposed rulemakq COIIll8I!Iina 
registration of claims to copyright in the 
graphic element. involved ill the design 
of books and other printed public.tiona. 
The orilina.l Dotice wa. pubJiahed 
Augu.t 1., 1979 In theFederalllqiater, 
pag.s ...,555-41557. Comments. views, 
and iDfonD.tiOil .re invited to asaist the 
Copyr!Sht Offic. In considering all 

ML-22S 

aspects of theq1Hllltlon aad ill cbftiDa 
regulationa te be.a.eued.. lUlU I II 
rules for additional COIIIIII8Iltat. later 
time. 
DATI: The recordof this pI'Cl""NIII,. WfIf 
be kept open uatfI January 2, .... 

UMP_." Ten copiesofwrtu.a. 
comments or of lIQPP1emental 
statements should beaddreued. If sent 
by mail. to: Officeof theGeaeral 
Counsel. U.s. Copyript OfBce, Ubrarr 
of Consre." CallerNo. ~. ArliIIpGa. 
Viflinia Z22OZ. 

If delivered by bed. thecoptee 
should be brou,bt to: 0f60e of the 
General CoIIIHIeL loom lilt. Q!rItaI 
Mall BuiIc:liDl No. 2, 11111 Jeffenoa Davia 
Highw.y, ArJinltoa. Viqpnia.FOR.....,.... I•• ,__.-n-. 
Dorothy Schrader. Generale-.L U.s. 
Copyright Offiee..Ubrary of~ 
Washington, D.C. ... (781) 117~. 

.......-.rMW~Tbe
 
Copyright Office is CllJII8itIeriIl the 
formulation of~.,. ear 
policies and practicee in ca where 
claims to copyrtpt ftIIIatratlon ale 
asserted in the lP'lIJJbk: ....... 
involved in the des. of boob lind 
other printed publication.. We.beUew 



preparing a supplemental stlJ,tementfor 
the record. We have therefore decided 
that additional comment time is 
necessary to permit a full and thoroush 
consideration of the inues implicit in 
this proceeding, and we will keep the 
record open for comments and 
supplemental statements until January 2, 
1980. 

Through this proceeding we are 
interested in exploring those elements 
going into the production of a book or 
other printed publication that, taken 
together, could be coneldered a 
copyrightable "work of applied art." We 
are not speaking here of the text as such 
or the illustrations as sucb-including 
ornamental illustrations and 
embellishments such as chapter 
headings and illuminated initial letters, 
We are inquiring about less obvious 
design elements such as the 
arrangement or juxtaposition of text 

matter, pictorial matter, or combinations 
of text and pictorial matter on a page or 
a group of pages, and typography in a 
narrower sense. including selections of 
typefaces and sizes, margins. spacing, 
color, anda range of other choices 
having design consequences. The 
problem is sometimes loosely referred to 
as "book design," but we are also 
interested in the graphic or design 
elements involved in all types of printed 
publication.--hardcover books, 
paperbacka, catalogs, newspapers, 
magazines, pamphlets, leaflets, folders, 
booklets, card sets, broadsides, and 
advertilements, among a host of others. 
We are interested in finding out what 
g08Sinto elements variously known as 
"layout," "format," "typography," 
"composition," "arrangement," 
"makeup," and "color schemes," and in 
exploring whether these elements 
should be regarded as uncopyrightable 

ideas or concepts, or whether, alone or 
in combination, they can be considered 
copyrightable "works of authorship." 

This proceeding is not intended to 
reopen issues concerning the 
copyrightability of the designs of 
individual type faces or type fonts. 
However, we are interested in exploring 
whether choices of type faces or 
combinations of them, or choices of 
colors or combinations of them, can ever 
constitute copyrightable elements. 
(17 U.S.C. 408, 702). 

Dated:October17, 1979. 

Barbara Rinaer, 
Register ofCopyrights. 

Approved: 
Daniel J. Boorstin, 
The Librarian ofCongress. 
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