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8tIItementa identifying One or 1I0re 
Authora of .n Anonymon or 
'leudonymoul Work; 8tIItementa of 
the D.te of Death of .n Author, or ,....t 
M Author .. Stili Uvlng; Reglltry of 
Vltallnf~tlon Concerning Authora 

AGENCY:Ubrary of Congress, Copyright 
Office. 

ACT1ON: Proposed rule. 

IUMMAIIY: The purpose of this notice is 
to inform the public that the Copyright 
Office of the Ubrary of Congress is 
considering the adoption of regulations 
to Implement section 302of the 
Copyright Act of 1976 (17 U.S.C. 302). 
That section provides for the recording 
in the Copyright Office of two types of 
statements: (1) statements revealing the 
identity of particular authors of 
anonymous and pseudonymous works; 
and (2) statements as to whether 
varticular authors are still living and, if 

~ the date of the authors' deaths. The 
)et of filing a 8tatement of the first 

.spe may be to chBI18e the basis for 
calculating the term of copyright 
protection of works by the particular 
author, and thus to change the duration 
of copyright in those works. The effect 
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of filing a statement of the second type 
may be to deprive potential users of a 
copyrighted work of a statutory 
presumption, under which a particular 
author Is presumed to have been dead 
for at least fifty years. The proposed 
regulation establishes requirements 
lovern!ns the form, content, and 
recordation of statements filed under 
section 302 of the Copyright Act. sets 
forth the persons entitled to file these 
statements, and establishs a special 
registry of these statements and of other 
vital information concerning authors. 

DATES: Initial comments should be 
received on or before October 1, 1979. 
Reply comments should be received on 
or before October 15, 1979. 

ADDRESSES:Interested persons should 
submit five copies of their written 
comments, if by mail, to: Office of the 
General Council Copyright Office, 
IJbrary of Congress, Caller No. 2999, 
Arlington, Virginia 22202; or, If by hand, 
to: Office of the General Counsel, 
Copyright Office, IJbrary of Congress, 
Room 519. Crystal Mall Building No.2, 
1921 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
ArliI!8ton, Virginia. 

Copies of all comments received will 
be available for inspection and copyiI!8 
between the hours of 8 a.m, and 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, in the Public 
Information Office of the Copyright 
Office, Room No. 101, Crystal Mall, 
Building No. Z,1921 Jefferson Davis 
Highway, Arlington, Virginia. 

FOR "'ATHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Dorothy Schrader, General Counsel, 

Copyright Office, IJbrary of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. 20559, (703]557-8731. 

."PPLEMENTARY IN~MATION: 

1. The Basic Statutory Term of
 
Copyright
 

The Copyright Act of 1976 (title 17 of 
the United States Code. 90 Stat. 2541) 
establishes a new system for computing 
the length of the copyright term for two 
types of works: (1) works created on or 
after January 1, 1978; and (2) works 
created before January 1, 1978,but 
neither published not copyrighted before 
that date. The basic copyright term for 
both of these types of works I is the life 
of the author and fifty years after the 
author's death; for works of joint 
authorship the term ends fifty years 
after the death of the last surviving 
author. There are three major exceptions 
to this general rule of basing the 
copyright term on the life of the author: 
(1) anonymous works; 1(2) 
pseudonymous works. I and (3) works 

•The bealc lerm for worka crealed on or after 
January 1. 1978,la provided In Mctlon 302 of the Act 
(11 U.S.C.I302). The lerm for work. crealed bUl 
neither publlahed nor copyrighled before 1975la 
provided In Mction 303 (11 U.S.C. I 303).Section 303 
.Iao ealabliahea minimum lenna of prolectlon for 
tile worka II covers: copyrishl In a work crealed bUl 
nolln the public domain or copyrlshled before 1978 
willlBlI alieBlI untU the end of 2002,and If the 
work la publiahed between 1975and 2002 the 
copyrighl will 1..1throlllh 2027. 

• An "anonymous work" la defined In section lot 
01the Copyrishl Act (11 U.S.C. I lot) aa "a work on 
the coplea or phonorecorda of which DO na lural 
person Ia Identified aa author," 

• A "paeudonymoua work" Ia defined In Action 
t01 of the Act (11 U.S.C. I lot) aa "a work on the 
copl.. or phonorecorda of which the author la 
Identified unders lictJllout Dame," 



made for hire. For works of these three 
types-that Is, works whose authorship 
i~ not revealed or whose "author" is not 
an indlvidual-section 302(c]of the 
statute establishes a term of 75 years 
from publication or 100 years from 
creation, whichever is shorter. 

2. Converting the Term of Anonymous 
and Pseudonymous Works 

Section 302(c] of the Act (17 U.S.C. 
• 302(cJJ establishes a procedure for 
converting the 75- and l00-year terms 
for anonymous and pseudonymous 
works to the ordinary life-plus-fifty­
years term by disclosing the author's 
identity in certain records of the 
Copyright Office. The statute provides: 
"If, before the end of [the 75- or 100­
year] term, the Identity of one or more of, 
the authors of an anonymous or 
pseudonymous work Is revealed In the 
records of 8 registration made for that 
work under subsections (a) or (d] of 
section 408, or in records provided by 
this subsection, the copyright in the 
work endures for [the standard term of 
life-plus-fifty years], based on the life of 
the author or authors whose Identity has 
been revealed." 

Thus under the statute, there are 
three piaces where revealing the identity 
of one or more authors of an anonymous 
or pseudonymous work win change the 
length of the copyright term: (1) in the 
records of copyright registration for the 
work under section 408(a) of the statute 
and section 202.3of the Copyright Office 
Regulations: (2) in the records of a 
supplementary registration for the work 
under section 408(d) of the statute and 
section 201.5of the Copyright Office 
Regulations; and (3) in special records 
established under section 302(c)of the 
statute and the regulations proposed in 
this notice of proposed rulemaking. With 
respect to these special records, section 
302(c) of the statute provides: "Any 
person having an interest in the 
copyright in an anonymous or 
pseudonymous work may at a~y time 
record, in records to be malntamed by 
the Copyright Office for that purpose, a 
statement identifying one or more 
authors of the work; the statement shan 
also identify the person filing it. the 
nature of that person's interest, the 
source of the information recorded. and 
the particular work affected, and shall 
comply in form and content with 
requirements that the Register of 
Copyrights shall prescribe by 
regulation." 

This notice proposes the addition of a 
new' 201.21 to the Regulations of the 
Copyright Office, to establish 
requirements governing the form, 
content. and recordation of these 
statements. and setting forth the persons 
entitled to file them. 

S. Records and Presumption as to 
Author's Death 

Subsections (d) and (e) ofsection 302 

of the Copyright Act are intended to 
deal with the practical problem of 
computtns the term of copyright for 
works by authors who, although 
identfied by name, are obscure or 
unknown. Since works of this sort are 
not "anonymous" or "pseudonymous," 
the length of the copyright term must be 
based on the date of the author's death, 
but this date may be difficult to 
establish where biographical 
information Is scanty or lacking. Section 
302 seeks to answer this problem in two 
ways: by setting up in the Copyright 
Office a registry of vital information 
concerning authors, and by establishing 
presumptions concerning the date of an 
author's death that can be relied on in 
the absence of contrary information in 
the Copyright Office's records. 

Specifically, section 3OZ(d) provides: 
"any person havinB an interest in a 
copyright may at any time record in the 
Copyright Office a statement of the date 
of death of the author of the copyrighted 
work. or a statement that the author Is 
still living on a particular date." The 
form and content of the statement Is to 
comply with Copyright Office 
Regulations, and the statement must 
identify "the peNon filing it, the nature 
of that person's interest. and the source 
of the information recorded." The 
Register of Copyrights Is made 
responsible for maintaining "current 
records of information relating to the 
death of authore. of copyrighted works," 
based on the recorded statements and 
also, "to the extent the Register 
considers practicable, on data contained 
in any of the records of the Copyright 
Office or iD other reference sources." 

Section 302(e) ties these Copyright 
Office records in with a presumption 
concerning the date of an author's death. 
After a stated period-75 years from 
publication or 100 years from creation. 
whichever occurs earlier-anyone who 
obtains certification from the Copyright 
Office that Its records show nothing to 
indicete that the author is living or died 
less than 50 years before, is entitled to 
rely on a presumption that the author 
has been dead for more than 50 years. 
Thus, auuming that it is the lifespan of 
the author in question that controls the 
length of the copyright, anyone who in 
good faith relies on this presumption can 
use the work as If It is In the public 
domain and will have a "complete 
defense to any action for infringement." 

This notice proposes to include in the 
new' 201.21 of the Regulations of the 
Copyright Office, to be issued under 
section 302(c) of the statute. additional 
requirements governing the form, 
content, and recordation of statements 
filed under section 302(d), and setting 
forth the persons entitled to file them. 

4. Copyright Office Registry of Vital 
Information Concerning Authors 

Both subsection (c) and (d) of section 
302 require the Copyright Office to 
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establish and maintain records
 
concerning the identity and dates of
 
death of authors, based upon the
 
statements recorded under those
 
subsections. Subsection (d) also gives·
 
the Register of Copyrights discretiona
 
authority to compile obituary data froll.
 
other Copyright Office records and
 
general reference sources. This notice
 
proposes including, in the new I 201.21
 
of the Regulations of the Copyright
 
Office. a provision establishing a special
 
registry for these purposes. describing
 
its ol1lanization and scope, and setting .
 
forth conditions governing the issuance
 
of certified reports under section 302(e).
 
The word "vital" in the name of the
 
registry Ie intended to have the same
 
meanJDa as in the phrase '"vital
 
Itatistiea," namely, Information about
 
the ldentit)', lifespan. and death of
 
authors.
 

•• Specific Iuuee Raiaed b)' Pzoposed
 
RepJationa
 

a. PsnOll6 entitled to file. Both
 
lubsections (c) and (d) of section 302 of
 
the statute give the right to file the
 
statements referred to in those
 
lubs,ctions to "any person having an
 
Interest in the copyright" The lesislative
 
histol')' of section 302 casts little or no
 
Jisht on the intended scope of this
 
phrase, and it mJght be argued that, in a
 
sense. a potential user wishing copyright
 
restrictions on a work to end as soon , ..
 
possible has "an i1iterest in the
 l.
copyright" However, the use of the tel. 
"'Interest" elsewhere in the copyright 
statute (sections 203, sot, 501(b). 602(b). 
and 803(b)) suaests a narrower 
Interpretation, Involving at least some 
right in the nature of a property right 
under the cop)'risbt. Moreover, where 
there has been a deliberate decision to 
conceal the author's identity by 
anonymous or pseudonymous 
publication. it is certainly arguable that 
only someone with a siBnificant 
property interest in the copyright should 
be able to disclose the author's identity 
and thereby change the term of 
protection in a given work. The phrase 
"any person having an interest in the 
copyright" Ie used in parallel provisions 
In subsections (c) and (d) of section 3OZ, 
and should clearly be given ideutial 
Interpretations. 

Our proposed regulations adopt a 
fairly broad interpretation of "an 
Interest," encompossing beneficial 
ownership as well as legal title; partial 
as weU as undivided rights: future, 
conUnaent, and conditional rights and 
expectancies u well as vested and 
absolute rights: and nonexclusive rights 
under a contract or license as weU as 
exclusive rights under an assignment OJ 

absolute transfer. This interpretation at. 
based on three conclusions: (1) that a 
person must have some proprietary 
interest in a cop)'risbt to be entitled to 
file a statement under section 30Z(e) 
and (d): (2) that a peson havinB a 



proprietary lDtere.t can bea.aumed to 
Dve lOme directbowledie or acce•• 
to directbowledBe about the author of 
the cop)'l'lshted work; and (3) that, u 
~dicated in paragraph (c), below, DO 
bdependent verification of the 

information Biven in a .tatement 18 
neceaaary or appropriate. 

We invite detailed commenta on thla 
interpretation, on the conclu.loDi 
underlyiq It, andon the propoaed 
regulatlona embodflnllL SpeclflcaUy: It 
our interpretation of "lntere.t" too 
broad or too Il8ITOW? Should 
nonexclUilve liceDlee. be entitled to 
me' Should peraoDi with a 
nonproprietary "intere.t" In a copyright 
(that I., peraons who want to UM a 
copyrlsbted work and .ee an advantage 
in putting the Identity or death date of 
the author on record under aectlon 302 
(c) or Cd)) be entitled to mer II 10, mould 
there be any .afeguards to enaUr8 the 
validity of the information put on 
record11n thi. connection. we caD 
attention to an alternative propo.al 
involvtns verification of information In 
• tatementa, which i. outlined below in
 
paragraph (c) and on which we would
 
also appreciate commenta.
 

b. Form and content ofBtatsments. 
The Copyright Office considered the 
pOlllbility of provtdlns standardized 
forms for the filing of .tatementa under 
.ectlon 302(c) and (d), but decided 
egainst It becauae of the many variable. 
.volved and the lack of any experience 

Nithrecords of thi••ort We plan to 
teview this decilion later on, after we 
have had .ome opportunity to evaluate 
the .y.tem In operation and to 
determine whether the volume of work 
justifies the use of automated .torase 
and retrieval techniques. 

Under the proposed regulations. a 
.tatement would be required to Include 
the name, address, and handwritten 
.Ianature of the person signing it, 
tosether with a declaration atte.ting 
that the facta given are true to that 
person'. best bowledse and belief. 

One of the Items specifically required 
to be Included In .tatements filed under 
subsection (c] of section 30211"the 
particular work affected"; our proposed 
regulations would permit more than one 
anonymous or pseudonymous work to 
be Identified In a single statement, but 
would preclude the recordation of 
blanket statement. (such a... 'Robert 
Rusk' Is the real name of the author of 
all worka listing the pseudonym 
'William Robinson' as author"; or 
.. 'RIchard Ian Blaney' Is the author of all 
worlca published In the 'Continental 
School of Gourmet Cooking' .erles"). 
Since .ubsection (d) of section 302 doe. 
'Pt require identification of individual 
jorke, the proposed regulation. would 
permit, but not require. Identification of 
.peclfic titles In connection with 
.tatement. of dates of death or 
.tatements that particular authors are 
ItiD living. However, .lnce the person 

filing the .tatement mUit have "an 
Interelt In a copyrlsht," .tatemenii 
.ubmltted under .ectlon 302(d) would 
have to Identify the copyrisht or 
copyrighta In which the pelIOn fIUns It 
hal an Intare.t 

The Itatute require. alI.tatement. to 
dI.clole the .ource of the Information 
liven, and the propoled regulations 
would require a clear .tatement of that 
lOuree. A declaration that the scuree of 
the Information I. the personal 
bowledge of the peraon signing the 
.tatement would be acceptable, If 
accompanied by a delcription of how 
the personal bowledBe wal obtained. if 
the Information II derived from 
documentary material (Iuch al 
affidavitl, death certificate•. obituaries, 
etc.). the .tatement would be required to 
describe the material and to "give 
enough information about Its nature, 
content, and location as fully to Identify 
It." Alternatively, copies of the 
documentary material could be attached 
for recording with the .tatement, but 
would not be required In any case. 

c. The Question of Verification. A 
point on which we are particularly 
anxious to have comments is the 
question of whether the Copyright Office 
sbould .eek to verify-from Ita own 
records and from the vast body of 
reference Information available In the 
library of Congress-the information 
given In the statement as filed. Should 
the regulations make clear that the 
Copyright Office will not seek to verify 
the factual accuracy of the information 
In any statement. and will merely put it 
on public record for whatever lesal 
effect It is later determined to have? 
Alternatively. should the regulations 
permit, but not require. the Office to 
.eek to verify the Information, and to 
notify the person filing the statement of 
any conflicting or contrary information? 
Or should the Copyright Office be 
required to seek to verify the 
Information In every case? Should the 
Office ever refuse to record a statement 
on the ground that the verification 
proce.s has shown the Information It 
give. to be untrue? 

At Indicated above in paragraph (a), 
our proposed regulations are based on 
an Interpretation of the statute under 
which only person. having some sort of 
proprietary Interest In a copyright can 
file .tatementa; .lnce persona with a 
proprietary Interest can be assumed to 
have bowlecise about the author, no 
verification Is necessary. We also have 
doubts as to whether the Office should 
put ItaeIf in the position of undertaking 
verification as a routine matter In .ome 
or all cases. The proposed regulations 
would not preclude the Office from 
que.tioning the information In a 
document when there are valid reasons 
to do so. However, the Office would not 
be required to make searches for 
verification purpoae. as a condition of 
recordlns .tatementlln any caae; and. 
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even where the Office hal ralaed
 
queatioDi. It could not refuse
 
recordation if the person requeltina
 
recordation rellfflnna the requeat
 

In the course of our initial review of 
thil whole que.tlon we coDlidend the 
possibility of adoptinl a broader 
~terpretatlonof the pbraae "any person 
having an Intere.t in the copyright," 
coupled with more rlsid requirementa 
concel'Dina documentation and 
verlficatioll of the information being 
placed on record. Under thIa po••ible 
alternative, the provisloDi of the 
propo.ed regulations would.tIll apply 
to .tatementa filed by persODIclaiming 
and Identifying some IOrt of proprietary 
Interest In a copyright However, the 
Office would al.o accept for recordation 
.tatements med by persona having a 
nonproprietary "lnterest"-that II, lOme 
Identifiable advantage or benefit 
deriving form the .tatua of the copyright 
In a particular work. In most casei. of 
course, this "Interest" would be In 
seeing the copyright end as .oon as 
po.sible so that the work could be used 
without restrictions. 

Assuming that the Office accepted 
.tatementa from persoDi having 
nonproprietary "interesta" of this .ort. 
what should be the conditions for 
recordation? Under the alternative 
proposal, these .tatementa would not 
only have to meet the requlrementa for 
.tatementa .1gned by persons with 
proprietary interesta, but would also 
have to Include, as the souree of the 
Information given, identifiable and 
readily verifiable documentation. A 
mere declaration of personal bowledse 
would not be sufficient for this purpose. 
Under this alternative, the documentary 
material on which the Information I. 
based would have to be reproduced in 
the statement ltaelf or would have to be 
clearly Identified as to source, location, 
and content; and the Copyright Office 
would not record the statment In the 
registry without attempting to verify the 
information and making the results of 
this verification process a part of the 
record. We invite comments on this 
pos.ible alternative approach. 

d. The Registry ofInformation 
Concerning Authol'B.At we·lnterpret 
section 302, the Copyright Office hal a 
lesal oblisation to .et up .pecial 
I't'gistrles consistinl of Itatements med 
under subsectiona (c] and (d), and may, 
In Its discretion, expand "the 
information relating to the death of 
authors of copyrighted works" In the 
registry on the basis of other copyright, 
bibliographic. and seneral reference 
scurces. It is arguable that the buildIng 
up of obituary recorda by the Copyright 
Office it.eIf Ie premature, .lnce, under 
.ectlon 303 of the ltatute, no copyright 
term based on the life of the author will 
expire before the end of 2002. 
Nevertheless, we believe there may be 
cases where, even In advance of 2OOZ, 
the death date of the author could be 
relevant information for various 



purpolel. And, In any cale. we believe 
it would belimpler and more efficient to 
build thele recordl contemporaneoully 
rather than retrolpectively. We are 
therefore proPOlinl to eltablilh a Ilnsle 
repltry for recording document. under 
both lublectionl (c) and (d) of lection 
302, and to identify, al part of the 
Copyrisht Office'l obligation with 
regard to the regiltry. the building of 
obituary recordl concernIns authors. 
We invite commentl on thil queation, 
and we are particularly anxioul to learn 
of bcdies of information of thil type 
already In existence, 

e. Certified Reports under Section 
302(e). Under section 302(d). the 
certified reportl to be Issued by the 
Copyrisht Office. on which 
prelumptionl al to authon' deathe can 
be baled. will have no legal Ilgnificance 
until the minimum term provided by 
lection 303 expirel at the end of 2002­
However. it leeml probable that In the 
meantime the Office will be requested to 
lupply certified search reports of 
information In the special regiltry. and 
we have therefore included provilionl 
to deal with requests of thil 10rt in the 
proposed regulationl. A point of 
particular concern il this: luppose the 
Office il aued for a certified report 
ltating whether its records under aection 
302(d) contain any information on a 
particular author; let UI lay that no 
statementa have been med. but the 
Office's learch of other recordl 
(includins thole of the Ubrary of 
CongreIS) reveals information showing 
that the author died on a particular date. 
Should the Office add that information 
to the regiltry and then include it in the 
certified report. or sheuld it certify only 
to the information that was in the 
reglltry on the date it received the 
requelt? 

Proposed ReplatioD 

In consideration of the foregoinl. we
 
propole to amend Part 201 of 37 CFR,
 
Chapter D by adding a new I 201.21 to
 
read al follows:
 

1201.21 ",.menta identifying one or 
morw authora of ananonymoua or
 
peeudonymouI wortI; ata'.menta of the
 
cia" of "III of anauthor, or thai an
 
8UIhor.. ItIIJ living; Nglltry of vital
 
information coneemIng authorL
 

(a) Recordation ofStatements. (1) Any 
penon having an Interelt in the 
cOpyright In an anonymoUi or 
pseudonymous work may record. in the 
Copyright Office Registry provided by 
paragraph (e) of this section. a 
atatement identifying one or more 
authon of that work. 

(2) Any penOD baving an interest in a 
cop)'l'isht In any work may record. in the 
Copyrisht Office Repstry provided by 
parall'aph (e) of this section. a 
atatement of the date of death of a 
particular author of the work in which 
auch person has an Interest. or a 

Itatement that such an author is still
 
living on a particular date.
 

(b) Persons Entitled to File. For 
purposes of this section any of the 
following penons shall be considered to 
have an Interest in the copyright in a 
work: 

(1) The author of the work; or 
(2) The spouse of the author of the
 

work: or
 
(3) The widow or widower or any of 

the children or grandchildren of the 
author of the work; or 

(4) Any legal or beneficial owner o(an 
exclusive right under copyright in the 
work: or 

(5) Any penon claiming a future, 
contingent, or conditional expectancy or 
right of ownenhip in the copyright in the 
work. under a will or trust or under the 
applicable laws of intestate succession; 
or 

(6) Any penon who. on the date the
 
statement is executed, is the
 
nonexclusive licensee of any rights
 
under copyright in the work.
 

(c) Fonn and Contents ofStatement. 
(1) The Copyright Office does not 
provide printed forms for the use of 
persons recording Itatements under this 
section. 

(2)Any statement submitted for
 
recording under this secnon shall be
 
accompanied by the fee prescribed by
 
paragraph (d) of this section. and shall
 
contain the information specified in this
 
paragraph:
 

(i) The statement shall include the 
name. address. and handwritten 
lignature of the penon submitting the 
Itatement, together with the date on 
which the signature was affixed and a 
declaration that the facts attested to in 
the statement are true to the best 
knowledge and belief of the person 
ligning it 

(il) The Itatement shall include a full 
description of the nature of the interest 
of the penon submitting the statement, 
clearly showing that the person comes 
within orie of the categories specified in 
lubsection (b) of this section. In the case 
of a statement of the date of death of an 
author. or a statement that the author is 
ltill living, the description shall include 
idenfication of one or more works by the 
author In question that are covered by a 
copyright in which the penon filing the 
statement has an interest. 

(iii) In the case of statements 
identifying the authonhip of anonymous 
or pseudonymous works, the statement 
shall include a separate Jistinl of the 
title of each such work affected, and the 
copyright registration number of each 
such work, if known. Blanket 
descriptions are not acceptable for this 
purpose. In the case of statements of the 
datiof death of an author, or statement. 
that the author is living, the 
identification of specific works, by title 
or otherwise, is not required (except to 
show the interest of the penon filing the 
statement. as provided in paragraph 
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(c)[2J(ii) of this section): however. titles
 
of copyrighted works by the author or
 
authors covered by the statement may
 
be included at the option of the penon
 
filing the statement.
 

(iv) In the case of statements 
identifying the authorship of anonymoua 
or pseudonymous works, the statement 
shall clearly identify one or more 
authors of the work or works listed in 
accordance with paragraph (c)(2)(ii)of 
this section. Where the work was 
pseudonymous, the identification shall 
clearly relate the actual identity of the 
author to the fictitious name used al a 
pseudonym. The disclosure of the 
identity of one or more authors of an 
anonymous or pseudonymous work 
shall include at least the full legal name 
of the person or persons in question and 
should include whatever other 
biographical or bibliographical data is 
needed to leave the author's identity In 
no doubt. Such data may include, amana 
other things, dates of birth and death. 
addresses, names of parents. and the 
titles of other works by the author in 
question. 

(v) In the case of a statement of date 
of death of the author, the full date 
(month, day, and year) shall be given. In . 
the case of a statement that the author Is 
living on a particular date. the full date 
(month, day, and year) on which the 
author is clearly averred to be alive 
shall be given 

(vi) In the case of all statements ffia ") 
for recording under this section. the 
source of the information given (that iI. 
the identify of the author. the date of the 
author's death, or the fact that the 
author is still living on a particular date, 
as the case may be) shall be clearly 
stated. If the source of the information 11 
the personal knowledge of the penon 
signing the statement, the statement 
shall so declare, and shall describe bow 
that personal knowledge was obtained. 
If the Jlource of the information is 
documentary (for example. pubhsned or 
unpublished reference works. 
bibliographical or biographical 
publications. news storiea, obituary 
noticel. boob. articles. reports. 
manu8crlpts. public recorde, certificates. 
affidavits. etc.), the statement shall 
delcribe the documentary material in 
question and Iball give enough 
information about Its nature, content, 
and location as fully to identify it 
Copies of documentary material may be 
included for recording with the 
statement as an alternative to delCl'ibinIJ 
the material in detail. 

(d) Recordation and Fee. (1) Upon 
receipt of a Itatement which. on its face. 
appean to meet the requirementl of thir 
section. and which is accompanied by J' 
the fee prelcribed in this subsection. tlk, . 
Copyrisht Office will record the 
statement in the Registry of Vital 
Information Concerning Authors. and 
Will return the original statement to the 
sender with a certificate of record. 



(2) As a general rule, the Copyright 
Office will not attempt to verify the 
information given in any statement 
~rded under this section, but will put 
. 'public record for whatever legal 
1:t it may later be determined to have 

oy a court of competent jurisdiction. The 
evidentiary weight, if any, to be given to 
any certificates. certified copies, or 
certified reports issued by the Copyright 
Office under this section shall similarly 
be a matter for judicial determination. 
The Copyright Office may, whenever it 
considers it appropriate and practicable. 
Ie arch its records and reference sources 
available in the Library of Congress 
with respect to information given in a 
statement, and may inform the person 
submitting the statement of the results 
of its search before completing 
recordation; however. the Copyright 
Office will not refuse recordation if the 
person submitting the statement 
reaff'1J1DS the request that it be recorded. 

(3) For a statement consisting of lix 
pages or les8, listinB no more than one 
title of a copyrighted work, the basic 
recordation fee is $10; an additional 
charge of $1 is made for each page over 
six and each title over one. Any 
documentary material attached to or 
incorporated in the statement will be 
considered a part of the statement in 
calculating the fee under this paragraph. 

(e) Copyright Office Registry of Vital
 
. ~rmation Concernins Authors. (1)
 

There is hereby established in the 
Copyright Office of the Ubrary of 
Congress a Registry of Vital Infonnation 
Concerning Authon, in accordance with 
section 302of title 11 of the United 
States Code, 8Samended by Pub. L 94­
553. 

(2) All statements recorded in the 
Copyright Office in accordance with 
paragraph (a) of thil section shall be 
made a part of the public records of 
IUch special Registry, and all certified 
and uncertified copies of such records. 
and all certified reports concerning 
them. shall clearly identify them as 
being part of the Registry. 

(3) On and after October 1. 1980. the 
Copyright Office will undertake to begin 
placing in the public records of the 
Registry information relating to the 
death of authors compiled from sources 
other than statements recorded under 
paragraph (a) of this section, as 
provided by section 302(d)of title 17 of 
the United States Code as amended by 
Pub. L. ~53. Such information will be 
derived from Copyright Office records 
and catalogs, Library of Congress 
catalogs and bibliographic publications. 
and other primary and secondary 
biographical and bibliographical 
reference sources. No information 
concerning the death of an author will 
be made a part of the records of the 

Registry unless it is supported by at 
least two documentary sources. and 
these lources will be clearly identified 
in the record in question, The 
information placed in the Registry under 
this paragraph will be maintained on a 
current basil and will be augmented as 
rapidly and al broadly as possible 
under exilting Itaffmg and budgetary 
constraints. 

(4-) In a case where the Copyright 
Office receives a request for a search of 
its records concerning the possible 
death of a particular author, if the 
records of the Registry contain no 
information on the point but. in the 
course of searching other records. the 
Office fmds at least two documentary 
sources showing the date of the author's 
death, it shall add this information to 
the Registry in accordance with 
paragraph (e)(3) of this section and 
include this information in its search 
report. 

(17 U.S.C. 302. 702. 705. 708(6)). 

Dated: August 8. 1979. 

Barbar. R.IDpr, 

RegisterofCopyrighu, 

Approved: 

Daniel J. BoontiD, 
The Ubrariun 01CongNtB8. 
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