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UBRARY OFCONGAESS 

Copyright OffIce 

Requelt 'or Comments On the ' ..1uI 
o'T...nllators 
AGENCY: Ubrary of Congress. COP:vrt8ht 
Office. 
IU....AIn': The United Statll Copyrlsbt 
Office. Library of CoJlll'8I1. II publllhlna 
the Unesco Recommendation on the 
Legsl Protection of Translatora and . 
Tranllations and lbe Practical MeaDl to 
Improve the StatuI of Tranalltora to 
obtain comment. from Intere.ted perU.. 
lncludlna translaton, al wellas 
publiaherl and lIIen of translations. The 
followlna background atatement Mta 
forth the hlltory of this 
Recommendallon and explatna briefly 
the Itatul of tranalaton and tranllationl 
under both Intemallonal and United 
Statet CoPyrillhtLaw. We would 
appreciate recelvinl your commenta by 
July31.1m, 10 that we may conllder 
your penpecllv8I In prepartna an 
appropriate Unlted Stat.. relponle to 
these recommendatlonl. 
ItOIt I'UItTHD IWOMIATION CONTAC'r. 
Lewll I. Placke or Mlchlel S. lCepllDser. 
Special Le,a1 AIIlstant to the Rqtlter 
of Copyrlghtl, U.s. Copyrlabt Office. 
Ubrary of COIllf8lI, Waah\qton. D.C. 
20559 (703) 557~ 

Bac:k1P'OlJDd 
Tranllation~. renderIJII of literary 

workl from one 18Il8U... to 1D0ther­
have been a central IIsue of 
international copfrllbt lince the 19th 
Century when the flnt iDternationai 
copyright qreementl were concluded. 
Stltelmen, authon and others. 
committed to thelfOwth of culture, 
lOught way. to break down the barrlen 
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of laDlU... that inhibited iDere•• 
communication amODl d1Jfarent 
lOetetl.. whUerecoplzlna the riPtI of 
luthon of differm, nltloRalities. Yet 
the.. barrien al weU u the threat 01 
Uterary "piracy" remained al durable u 
aocletal differencn and aatlOD&1 
boundarie.. and the queatlon of 
traDllation rtahta remained at the core 
of the controvany. Natlonl have a1wa)'l 
lO.t to exerel.. 10m. control. or at 
lealt Influence. over the selection of 
forelp works the,t are tnnIlatad Into 
their nltlonal la.... and aClCOl'dlut 
the forelp author an unlimited 
tranllation right would take away the 
choice. La..Iy bec:au.e of WI luue the 
right of translation hal alwaYI beea 
qualified In the international cop)'l'ilbt 
treaUel. 

The 20th Century Itrual. for Itroq 
International copyright recoanitioD hal 
often seemed to be a defen.. of the 
euthor's rfaht to control translation 
allalntt prelsures tendlna toward III 
erollon. The Intematlonallzatlon of 
Western culture, the culturaJ1y 
abaorptlve charaeter of modem 
technololicalsoclety and. mOlt recently, 
the demands 01 developlnIstates lor 
8aller access to copyrtshted wom for 
educational purpose.. have led to 
demandsfor weakenJna the tranllation 
rlshts. Somehow. 10lt In the law and 
politlcs of author'l material and 
prolelslonal rlghta In controWDI 
translatlonlll the Ihadow author: The 
Iranalator. 

BegInnlns in 1958, the United NatiODl 
EducationaL Scientific and Cultural 
O'llanlzatlon (Unesco), reeosnlzlna that 
tranalaton. as creative authon in their 
own rlSht, faced unique problema III 
prolesslonal recopltion. remuneratlonl 
• nd~ndltlon. of employment, initiated 
a broad leries of studies on the I.,al 
Itatus of tranllatora throughout the 

world. Baled on thele ltudi.. aDd with 
the cooperative work of the 
Intemational FederatiOD of Tranalatora, 
opinion IOODcry.taUad MHUId the 
notion that the real problema of 
traulaton were not 10 much alack of 
1.,a1 ltatul., u • eet of complex 
economic cin:umatancel. 

The 1..a1ltudiel confirmed that in 
virtuany an ltate.. tranllaton were 
expreuly or Impliedly treated al 
".lIthon." equal In Itatul to the authon 
of the orI&laai worb belnl tranllated. 
While tran.latlon. are, with relpeet to 
the on,lnaillUJlU8le venlon. 
"derivative workt," for whOle creation 
IDd publication the con.ent of the 
on,mal luthor lI,lnera11y required, the 
traDllator theoretically may exerelle the 
full renae of rtahta accorded allthon 
with relpect to IU. or her ttlnllatlon. By 
11173, however, the committe.. of 
Uneaco ltudyina the IlIbject had 
concluded that "the le,al protection 
enjoyed by tr8DIlaton wal for the mOlt 
part adeqll8te, but thlt there were 
difflcultill in connection with the 
practical application of thlle 
provillol1l... 

One of the exclullve rilhtl of an 
author or copyrtpt owner in the United 
Statel al in malt nations with modem 
copyrlsht atatutll 11 to prepare 
"derivativI worb" bued upon hie or 
her orliinal work. "Derivative workt" 
Include IUch lecondary creationl al 
lCI'8enplayl baaad upon novell, 
&rrlUllementl of mUllcal compolitions 
and. of coune, tranllationa. Thnisht to 
authorize the enation of derivative 
worb belonp to the author or owner of 
copyrtpt iD the orillnal work and 
permJulon mlllt be 10Ulht belore an 
authorized translation. or other 
derivative work may be prepared. 
Obviously, the right to control other 
creationl baled upon one's work is 
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autbon ad rpICIIc ... 
pro'-'- II •••*tI.......................1eIftIIIed .. 
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.........
,.,.........w .....
 
dlat'" pi ...,u. at .. 
......."... « ~ 
Ita... wi.............. " AIdIIe IV,
 ......... ",,,,COIIIII"-


Adapa, thlt ...tr·1ICOIId day of 
November t9'J'I. tba pI'IIlIIIl 
Recommend.tlOII. 

Tb. GeneralConr..-I'KII..... lb.1 
MewIbttr Stat.. ,"", theWl.trinI 
provtll_ caac:aruilll t" protee?ion af 
trlllllatDn ud .....I.lIonI '" hIIdaI 
w....- ....1.Uv._ether .t.,. ma,'"
required._ -'ennltr w1dt • 
....i"'UouI JIIVv...... ODd lnItibitlOllll 
prldic» or Ncb BtaIe. to liv. eff.ct. witbl. 
th.1r I'IIpICtlve terrilDrllll: to tha prindpPee 
and .tudardt ... rdln tbI. 
IttlCGlllllftdatillft,
".CeunI Ce!!Ieranat .., 

MillibarStat.. btIIII na_ .. 
the .t "'.. RIIIartIIII: • Ii' , 
or ..
 
tba IIIOl'JI and aiallrlal 01
 
tr................. potecll- '"
 
trInIIa'""'" '"dII vlrioul arpaIuu.. ­

• -'alia I'IIJI'IIIIIt.IIla or JIIO!DOIiII the 
IDt..... or trtMl.ton.lIId or puWiaIIIftI. 
......... or ......... bIoadcu..... andodlor 
.... aaet ..'-lld partial.".e-.JCaafII._ Nie .t 
MeIMor............... OrIa.........t
.........................
 
t , .1=.,..c....a em, .. ...,.. --.....,.....".. 
etIecii III +t& 

: 011 " ... 

1.'or pupoIII 01tltlt ~tioII: 
fl)dle .... "trInalalioa" daDo ... 

tr.napotltlon 01, a.., or ecIntdIc:.... 
includlftl tec:hnlcel..t, - ........ 
IDloanother I....., wh 1ICIt tIrr 
initial work. or the trualaUon.It far 
publlCiltion ID bocIk. ....... pertodlcal,or
 
other r-. or for perfOI'!!lUnc:e .............
 
.. • lila. 011 ndIo III &!!leYtlllIft, or .. III' 
other media: 
fbI. term MtraNllIllI'I- .......
 

tr.IlIIaIOl'l or lil"'.", or tdlfttlfic worb. 
IncllldlllI technical worltt: 

(e) the term ......• . 
....Iantllill for whlcll • truaJaUcaIt . 

l. Tblt Racoaunand.tion .ppftn 10 .D 
IrIn.I.IOl'I ::r.rdlell of: 

(.) the Wi••1."- applicable to tIJem .e: 
fll independent tnntIatorr: or 
(iiI uItrtetI tnwiaIOrt: 
(bl the dilcipllne10 ......... w.
 

Ir.nll.led belonp:
feltht laII,tIm. or parf,ttmeDlt1II'I of their 

po.lllon II trIllIla.OI'l. 

n. G-.I LIIII TIaIMrIr 
3. Membor ,tI.-.I.. 

tr.nlla re '" their II k.... 
tile prollctHnl.-d'" III ....01'1 .... tIrr 
JIIVvltiDM of tIw _tematioMl CCJPYriIht 
convuliou to whidatit., pII"ly idJ­
under their .UoaallawlI: bul without 
pnludlc» 10 tbarlPlI of the autMra or..
0IfIInIII warb .......lat.... 

m.~To .. A..p d ..PrIc:tID ", ....t.ed. Aa..IaIl T=rh... 
UIIIIar d .1 a._tPone"~ 
N ~ 

4. II .. dnlratli. lUt • wrlllIII ......-. 

........ ' ....................
.... 
•. ,.. .1IMftI rule. , .-tract IDftIIIlaI........""'-.. , _..
 .... .., ...
 ....II-:::r:..m .....t-J en .iUIIII .. 

tr..latlr - hit or'" 1 .. 
(bJ ... 

wortdlll • .. 
hi ill , " 
......1. or.."''''''''''''''',.,... .......
 
be~ ., ... 
...-._, br. • .,..,..,..-"'. ­
.......... cwIu ' .,.. 
of.-.....I.' " ...............................,....
 .......tIoa; or., ..-,-t ti ........
 ....- ..... 
,.,... •• ,.epa I , ..... 
InRII\deaIor inIpplIcIbII; ..........",.,... .......
 ....
~ 
- ..--"........,"
 ...................
 

.(e) ,.,..IIIIr'IrI· . 
04:' , ,,..,........w.._...
 
or lr ................, ,!eM
 
rpedW ....,....;;
 

(tI) fIIICIfJ tllet......1saM ........
..............................
 
......... _1' 1.,If .......
 .........- .... ..,...
(
 
tranIl'lor aot oIltaiMdIII,......"

.utboltu 1tII._ II .......... "',..:
 ... ' ­
the_v I' , If· .. 
riIh «n L 

...... " ..................".._ ...
....................."
 p' ' .... 
... t. ... 

prmlII " " ...... 
wort trIIIIIa .. 
• text 01. lraDIIetioll ­
publiCIIllOll wltItoIat ....
 
.".....,"..... ' ..

(Ill ....... II .......WI , .. 
JIIIII3III' puIIIIdIr, ,...... strip .......................,..-...
 
,.rttcrfrr, ..............." ..
 
trulllltita =:r:"e ,. 2 n'
place_III .,...... 
........da: WIr. .. 
111_11* •••, CDMr±=wldl 
,.......111 lft .. cndIt 
U.... or ft1IIIIl111d In ..., promotlOlll1 
l1li1"'"

(I) provide.., .._--.., ..
 
trla.l.lI011 beu .... IIDtICli •• UI'I
 
IIIIClIIIIfJ ..-.If wltIl ~,
 
formalJU. ClOIIDtrlIe IllIliIht 
...._bl' ... 

OJ provide "''' 
conIUctI whicIa -, art., putk:ularlr with 
I'II)IIIII .........., "' 10 far 
.. poIlIIIWa. - - " or"accordeIrar...... • ..t MAd 

... 
- "' w.-.. 

II .. 
..,......lIIIputIaIltr ,IKI011 .. odaorUncI
• ....,. 1bIr ,...........
 

"")-tICIII Ia..- L...- dint
 ,. _n . - IIVIII .n 0whlell ...
"...,.. "' or 

llal, .....,tIle
tr.rla.'. poaaIbl. _ u •• Iatlrpreter. 

.
 
..Ill'" lDr.dtll... the Impl._IatiOll 

or. IIII.'III'IJ ltiCGIlDD.drt ID parqr.pht 
... .-114: Statee ahould. wllhoul 
......... ·....... lIIter 
.... -.tract. OIICOlInIItM 
.... nrllll puticultr thepn'. 11 '" u-u-Iaton lUld 
other ar-a-tioaa ............._*.0lIl h.DCL .nd the
 
......'1... " ..... dI. olber. 10 
.dopt mod.l c:a*ectI or I. COIIclude 
coIIadl-.-.... baed CIII .. IIlIlture. 

S ..11 ...... 1M Mlion .nd 
........eIlCIWUllI- eII.ltlUlliona likely 
.. Iri _ .itbor "'.. tr.nalillor ­
II " tIon. 

, '"'11101. 
a&ctlw np......t.tion

"'m 's R'" to ••a ... lila c:ruli_ 
... de.~t01 prorllllaMl......tioDI rI trlIIIIIatan and other 
...'" .--..........1111 ...... ......... ndeI UIItI _tiel wbicb
 
......................profIIIiOll.
 
..........-.. ...................or
 
• I rrR.-I .. Wita.. ~ 
auJtweL .....................
..................................
 
........... " ......... tnlftIIalld.To
 
.................... _walCiltianI
"t I ..w ...,..1•.t..." 
..,._.'•••tIrr 1JIIdfic UlltiYltlll: 

..' 01.......
 
.. 1ltCh 

.. , 'SIr ..., . , 
m ' 

,..." ...................................
..............................
 
fal..,., " ...... 

(It) tIrr far raaJlDlRlioa 
ICIIlap&IbIa to trlllliaton ODd lIMn: 

(eJ lit ., prDClICIurII to ...I.t In Ihe 
..._t fit..,...amtna hi connuion 
......-'"' at trtmal.llont: 

(iI) ..............t.. III their neaoti• ti Ofti
 

.................... wlthother
 

.....................bllahlnl lIIadel 
oatrIcII "ttII til ......1.lIon: 
(e)"'_ tD an-. far trlnal.ton 

.........,.ooIIec.1tnIf, and In 
• U • Ent wftII ..tIonaJ law. or III' 
IlDIIIcttYl tr wIaIcIllII.Y beIn I We _ tIIk tv "'neftt willi ......rn.,.. "-.Ilb.,. 
....... orplllJllc_ 

If) ;...w. far........ oIlnform.Uon onIII"'"oIlnt-' to trt"'t.ort b, the 
publlcatlollll or infarm.tton bulletin.. the 
.......ttonofm..tInp ar brother
.ppvprta_ m.lu; 

II) pI'OII!OIl the ...11II1t.tion or tr.n.l.ton. 
r.- ... polat or v1_ 0I1OCi.1benefil. Ind 
toe"" III .utbon of lltanry or lCienliric 
..... 1acSu tec1lnJcaI-'tt;

1It1..-- t.bllllunenl .nd 
dev.lopment or .ped.llutIl'"lF.mmu for 
dIa trllainI or trInrIalDrl: 

(qCllHIPII'&-wI1Il otber..nOllIl.....Ional 
..........boclIaa -tlaa to promote 
• ID or trIIIIIa .... IIIdwtth .n1 
IIUtional or ClIIDYI'WItllnfOl'llllUon 
cen........ lip to UIiIt'Iia the cht.~ orriIh"" worb protected br copyriJht. II 
w.11 •• wtth theU_ Int_Uonal 
Copyrtpt Jnrorma tlon CelltI'I: 

IIIl111inlalD cloae coniaN wtth UHI'I. •• 
well .. with their ...p_t.llv.. or 
pror...._1 orpnltatlonl or .lIOCiatioftl... 
order tv .rand the or lrlnal.lort: 
.nd llIIOtI.ia coI\ac;tlve _11 with 
.ucII ...preHnllll... or orpnlulionl or 

• ErJ"Or; the line .hawd r ••d: "para",.ph 1(.). furth.r ......\1 S 
.llp.....ly the" r-- Y 
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aslocialionl where deem.d advanlqeou.: 
Ik) centribute ..nerally 10 the developm.nt 

of Ihe Iranllalin, profellion. 
8. Withoul prejudice to p.,all'aph 7. 

memberlhip of profellional o",anlzallon. or 
associanons which rep...lenl tranl141an 
should not. however. be a nece.NI')' 
cond i lion for prolection. Iince the provl.loftl 
of Ihis Recommendalion Illouid apply to aU 
Iranllalon. whelh.r or nollh.y ant m.mben 
of such o'llanizatlon. or a.uoelationa. 

IV. SociIII end Flecal Sllutellaa 01 Tranelat_ 

9. Transllton workinll" ind.pendent 
wrllera. whether or nOllhey ant paid by 
royailles. should benefit In practice from ally 
socral insurance Icheme. ntlatllll to 
retiremenl. Illnea•. family allowallcee••tc;., 
and from any laxallon arraneement.. 
lIenerally applicabla to the authan of Uterary 
or scientific work., Indudl", technical work .. 

10. Salaried lrenaJ.lort Ihould be traeled 
on Ihe .ame ba.l. a. other ..1ariacI 
pror...lonal Itaff end benefit accordinaJy 
from the locial achlll\l.. provided far them. bt 
Ihil respecl. prof_ionel Ilelut... coUecUve 
agreemenl. end contracta of ltftIploylft.at 
based thereon .hould menlion upn..ly the 
c1ul of tranllatora of acienUflc and tedmical 
Ie. II. 10 Ihel their Italul al tranaillon may 
be recOll\lled. plrtlcularly with raepect 10 
their profesl,onal clauificatllll\. 

V. Tral.Dinl and WCIItUDI CoadIlIaaa ",� 
Tranllalon� 

11. Member Statel Ihould 1'lIC0000Iu 1ft� 
principle Ihal trlnllallon la all Independent� 
d,scipline I'I!qulrin.an education dillinct� 
from e..c1Ulively IlnllUa.. lelchlllI Ind thlt� 
If"l dilcipline requi"" lpeelll tralnlJ\l.� 

Member Stalea Illouid .ncoura.. the 
e.labUlhmenl of wrillna pfOlr&llUMlfor 
Iranllalora, ..peclelly in connexlon wltb 
Irtn.laton' profeulonal o",anlsatlona or 
alloeialioM. unlvenltl.. or other 
educallonal inatihltiona. and the orpnlzaUOD 
of leminen or work.hopa. It .hould allO be 
recOJJlllud that it I. uuful for IrUIIlalon to 
be able to ben.fit from continulna education 
coune.. 

12. Member Statel Ihould conalder 
o'llani~l", Il!nninoloo centrel wblch mlJht 
be l!ncourased to undertake the folloq 
activlt!l!a: 

(aJ communlcetilll to trUlllaton CWTIIal 
information eoncem!nllermiDoloo l'Iquired 
by Ihem In the ..neral coune of th.ir work; 

(hJ collaboratln, dONly with termlnolOlf 
centre. IhroqllOllt the world with a v1_ to 
Ilandardlzl", and develop!nl the 
intll'llltlonalizatJon of acientJlJc aM 
technicaltenninolOty 10I' to facilltata 1M 
laak of lrIftIJaton. 

13. In allOClatJoa with prof_ional 
o,.lnizaI1Oll. or allOClallORl utd other 
intenlted perU... Member Stat.. Ihould 
facililate excblllJl!l of Iranalalon between 
different countrlel. lOla to allow them to 
Improva their bowl.. of the Ie.... 
from which the, work and of the lOtio­
cultural cont.xt In which the worka to be 
tranalated b, thltftl Ire writtlllL 

14. With I v1_ to Improvl", the quaUty 01 
tranalafiORl, the followlq and practical • 
maaaural Ihould be ellp""ll)' feCOII\lJad Ia 
prof...lanal Italut.. mentioned under .ub­
paflll'aph 7\.J and in an)' other wriltea 
alfHmenta belweeD the tranalalon .nd the 
Ulen: 

(a) tranallton Ihould be"ven • 
nllonabl. period of time to accompli.b their 
work: 

(bl ally documenta and informalloa 
n.e...." for the underatandlna of the I.xt to 
be trenalated and the draftllll of the 
tran.latlon abould, 10 far a. pouibl•• be 
mad. avallabla 10 tranllatora; 

(eJ II a leneral rul., a Iran.lalion .hould 
be mad. from the orilinel work. recount 
bein, bad to retranalation only whent 
IblOlutely nece..ary; 

(dla trenlillor Ihould. II far a. poI.ible, 
Inn.lal. Inlo hi. own mother tonpe or Into a 
langul" of which h. or lb. hal a mall.ry 
equal to that of hll or her mother 10rilUe. 

VI. DevaIoplJII CouDtrIae 
15.The prlnciplll Ind norm. leI forth in 

thla RecollUlll!ndetion may be adapted by 
dl!velopl", countrl.. lit any we)' dl!l!med 
_ry to help them meel their 
requirement.. and in the lIabt of the .peclal 
promlona for the benafit of develoP!nl 
countrl.. introduced In the Un.ivel'lll 
Copyrlabt Conv.ntion I' revlaacl at Peril OIl 
24 July 1t1'11 and tha Pari. Act (1t1'11l of the 
Berne Convention for the Proteclion of 
Lil.rary and Miltle Work•. 

VD.P!DaI~ 

18. Where trln.leton aIId '-analallor.. 
anjoy a leve' of prolection which i•. In certain 
",.pac... mont favorable than that provided 
for In thl. Recommendation. III provlaloNl 
.hould not be Invoked to diminilll the 
protecttoa IlNedy ecquintd. 
fl'\I Doc. __I PIIod7...,.--I 
~caa.74"" 
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ML-21R -Error; the line should read: Ittranslatlons. the following principles
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