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NEW CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR COPYRIGHT;~!t~,I~TRATIONS 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1978 

NEW CLASSES 

Claims to coP,Y1?18ht submi t t ed under th,enew Copyr i ght Act, effective 
.January 1, 1978, will be re"g;lstered under an entirely new c Las s i.f i ce.t i.on system. 
Instead of the fifteen clael.fes provided for unde r vrhe p re serrt law, the new 
system provitie,s for onlytfl.~e classes: 

• Class TX: liondramatic Litera'ry Works 

This category is very broad. Except for dramatic works and 
certain kinds of audiovisual works, Cl~ss T~ includes 8"11':<"Jtypes 
of published and unpublished works written in words (or other 
verbal or numerical symbols). A few of the ,many examples 
of "nondxanat Le literary works" include: fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, perilodicals J textbooks, r e ferenoe • .drks, direc;toti:es, 
catalogs, adYert:ising copy, and comp i l at foris of info:ttHat ion • 

• 1~la,ss PA: WorKS of the Performing A;rts 

This category includes published and unpublished works 
prepared for the,'purpose of being "per f ormed" directly before 
an audience or indirectly "by means of any device or process." 
Examples of works of the performing arts are: musical works, 
inc ludingsny'4ccompa'nying words; drslU8;Ci"C works, inc Lud i.ng any 
accompanyi.ng music; pantomimes and choreographic works; and motion 
pictures and other audiovisual works. 

,;. Class VA,,:t,l¥orks of the Visual Arts 

This category cons i.s t.s of pub.l ished and" unpublished "pictorial, 
graphic, or sculptural works," including two-dimensional and three­
dimensional works of fine, graphic, and, applied art, pho~ographs, 

printsan'd art rt!,~~~d~e,tiOIl$J maps, gl;~1!le,:s',:",c;1fl4rts", t*Ei,chh '81 drawings, 
ndiag'r;ams, aa~d' ~'els. 'Within thisclas-s aret>ictorl~l or graphic 
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labe~s and ad,~ettisements, as· welL asuworks of' artistic craftmanship. II 
The "design o~'f a useful article" may bevreg i s t r ab Le in Class VA, 
but "only if, and only to the extent that, such design incorporates 
pictorial~ graphic, or sculptural features that can be identified 
separately from, and are capable of existing independently of, the 
utilitarian aspects of the article." 

•	 Class SR: Sound Recordings 

This category ~s appropriate for registration for both published 
and unpublished works in two situations: (1) where the copyright 
claim is limited to the sound recording itself; and (2) where the 
same copyright claimant is seeking to register not only the sound 
recording but also the musical, dramatic, or literary work embodied 
in the sound recording. With one exception, "sound recordings" are 
works that result from the fixation of a series of musical, spoken, 
or other sounds. The exception is for the audio portions of audiovisual 
works, such as a motion picture soundtrack or an audio cassette 
accompanying a filmstrip; these are considered an integral part of the 
audiovisual work as a whole and are registrable in Class PA. Sound 
recordings fixed before February 15, 1972 are not eligible for 
registration, but may be protected by State law • 

•	 Class RE: Renewal Registration 

This category covers renewal registration for copyrights that 
are already in their first term on January 1, 1978 (that is, renewals 
for works originally copyrighted between January 1, 1950, and 
December 31, 1977). Class RE is appropriate for all renewal regis­
trations, regardless of the class in which the original registration 
was made. NOTE: Renewal registration can be made only during the 
last calendar year of the first 28-year copyright term, and it has 
the effect of extending copyright protection for an additional 47 
years. 

NEW FORMS 
There are five new application forms corresponding to the five new 

registration categories: 

__ Form TX (for nondramatic literary works): Use Form TX after 
January 1,1978, if, before that date, you would have submi t t ed 
any of the following: Form A, Form A-~ Foreign, Form A-B Ad 
Interim, Form B, Form BB (for nondramatic literary contributions 
to periodicals), or Form C• 

•	 Form FA (for works of the performing arts): Use Form PA after 
January 1, 1978, if, before that date, you would have submitted 
any of the following: Form D, Form E, Form E-Foreign, or 
Form L-M. 
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tt Form VA (for works of the visual arts): Use Form VA after 
January 1, 1978, if, before that date, you would have submitted 
any of the following: Form F, Form G, Form H, Form I, Form J, 
Form K, or Form KK. 

e,Fo\t1IlSR (for sound ,recordings): Use Form S;R after January 1,1978, 
if, before that date, you would have submitted Form N. 

ttForm RE (for renewal registrations): Use Porm RE after 
January 1, 1978, if, before that date, you would have submitted 
Form R. 

In addition to these five ba$lc application forms, there will be two new forms for 
use in special cases: 

ttForm CA (for supplementary registration): Use Form CA to apply 
for supplementary registration under section 408(d) of the new law, 
in order to correct an error in a copyright "registration or to 
amplify the information given in a r eg Lst reti.on , 

',!ormGR/CP (for group registration for cont,:ibutions to"periodical;s): 
"'c;Use Form GRICp as an adjunct to a basic application on Form TX, 

Form PA, or Form VA, if you are making a single registration under 
section 408(c)(2) of the new law for a group of contributions to 
periodicals. 

HE WREGISTRATION NUMBERING SYSTEM 

Beginriing January 1, 1978, the Copyright Office will also start 
a new numbering system for all registrations: 

.Classes TX, PA, VA, and SR will be given registration numbers 
in separate series, preceded by the double letters identifying 
the class. Unpublished works will be identified by adding a small 
"u" after the double letters. Examples: ItVA 2209"; uTXu 1617 1t 

• 

•	 Class RE will constitute a separate numbering series, without 
indication of wh.ether the work being renewed is published. 
Example: "RE 5102". " 

HOW TO OB:TAIN THE NEW FORMS 

We should have the new forms printed and ready for distribution 
around December 1, 1977. You can obtain a supply free of charge by sending 
a specific request, identifying the number of each form you need, to: 
Information and ~ublications Section, Copyright Office, Library of Congress, 
.shington, D.C. 20559. 
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OTHER POINTS TO REMEMBER 

__ All Unpublished Works Registrable: Under the new law, all original 
works of authorship can be registered for copyright regardless of whether they 
are published or unpublished. Among the many types of works that can now be 
registered in unpublished form are all types of nondramatic literary works, 
song poems without music, and sound recordings. 

__ Classification for Administrative Purposes Only: The classification 
system outlined in this announcement has been adopted under the new copvright 
statute, which authorizes the Copyright Office to specify "the adminisLrative 
classes into which works are to be placed for purposes of deposit and 
registration." The statute makes clear that "this administrative classification 
of works has no significance'with respe~t to the subject matter of copyright 
or the exclusive rights provided by this title." 

__ Choose the Most Appropriate Class: Most works will fall naturally 
into one of the four main classes of copyrightable material. If your work 
contains copyrightable material falling into two or more classes, you should 
choose the one class that is most appropriate for the work as a whole. As a 
rule, if one type of material predominates in the work, it should determine 
the class for registration. (Note, however, that Form Sa should be used 
whenever the same copyright claimant is seeking to register both a sound 
recording and also the musical, dramatic, or literary work embodied in the  

  

__ Contributions to Periodicals and Collections: The proper class for 
a work published as a contribution to a periodical, serial, or collection 
depends on the nature of the contribution, not of the larger work in which it 
appears. Example: a cartoon published in a newspaper would be registered in 
Class VA. 

IMPORTANT 

Claims to copyright submitted after January 1, 1978, 
must be accompanied by the new application forms. 
The forms in use before that date will no longer be 
accepted. 

ML-172 
Nov. 1977-30,000 




