
Mot ion Picture Soundtracks

The amendment adds a new paragraph
<e) to § 203.15, and revises p.irngraph
(c) of § '202.15:1, ·of the Regulations of
the Copyright Office (Chapter II of Title
37, Code of Federal Regulations). Para­
graph (e) (1) of ~ 202.15 declares the
principle that. for purposes of copyright
regtstratlon and deposit, a motion pic­
ture Is considered an entity. and any
copvrlghtable component parts of the
motion picture soundtrack nrc covered
by reglstra tion for the motion picture as
a whole. This also means that, where the
soundtrack of a revised version of a mo­
tion picture includes copyrightable '''ne\v
matter," it will be possible for registra­
tion to be made solely on the basis of
that "new matter.. '·

Paragraph (e) (2) permits separate
regtstratlon for n copyrtghtable com­
ponent part of a motion picture not pre..
vlouslv published or registered, but only
if the motion picture bears a separate
copyright notice covering the particular
component part. In such a case separate
registration could be made on the basis
of a deposit of t\VQ complete copies of the
part transcribed legibly fr0111 the sound­
track In accordance wtth the applicable
Library of Congress acquisi lions policy
statement..

However, paragraph (c) (3) makes
clear that, after the effective date of
this amendment, the Copyright Office
\\'111 not make separate registration for
any component part of a motion picture
soundtrack; where the mot ion picture
has been published without a separate
copyri~ht notice covering that part,

Paragraph (e) (4) provides that the
amendment applies only to applications
submitted for registration on or after the
effective date. whlch Is l\Tay I::!•. 1975. It
also makes clear that the Office's pres­
ent practices with respect to renewal
registration are not aITectcd: A renewal
application covering a component part
of a monon picture soundtrack wrll be
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Motion Picture Soundtracks

These amendments to the regulat.ions
of the Copyriuht Office are intended to
adopt, for purposes of deposit and reg­
istrat.ion only. an afflrrnattve position
that a sound motton picture is an entity,
and that any copyrightable component
part of a motion picture soundtrack is
considered an integral part of the motion
picture as a whole. The present Regula­
tions of the Copyrigh t Office are silent
on this point. However, paragraph 2.14.1 . /'
(ill) of the Compendium of CopyrightvOffice Practices {1973 edition) states that
"'The Copyright Office takes no position
as to whether copyright tn a motion pic­
ture COV(,l'S the integrated sound track
portions of the work," and that h l r lcg­
Istratlon Is not made for a sound truck
clone, or for a sound track as the only
new matter in a prevtously published or
registered mot ion rncturc."

On the basis of a thorouch legal rcvtow
and analysis of the status of motion pic­
ture souudtracks under the copyright
statute, the Copyright Office has con­
cluded that. under the prevailing judi...
clul view, copyrIght in a motion nicture
extends to an integra ted sound track and
its copyrightable component parts. Thus,
after the effective date of this amend­
ment to the Regulations, and for deposit
and registration purposes only, the COpy­
right Office is revising its practices in
accordance with its conclusion. This
amendment Is entirely prospective in
operation, and Is not intended to affect in
any way the validity or legal efficacy of
registrations made or other actions taken
in accordance with the earlier practices
of the Copyright Office.
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The following excerpt is taken from Volume 40, Number 54 of the
Federal Register for We dne s d ay , March 19, 1975:
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accepted if, but only if, separate regls­
t rut.ion [CH' -tue part h::r1 been Blade for
t l \~ nrst :1U-ye:l r tr-rrn of convrigut.

FinalI:/, revised parugruph (c) of
§ ~O:!.15a 111::.1k('s r1(';I1' that sound record­
in~s rc~istr~tble in CI.t~~ N elf) not include
the illtCgT_llcd sounduack of a Illation
l"h'tui"t~.

Interested persons may submit written
C,)1l1111cnts, 5t1f':l:csti011~, or arguments to
the C,eneral Counsel of the Copyright
Oflicc, Libr.uy uf COlli.:TC;-;S, \Vil~hing­

ton. I),~. 2'JG~9 on or before Muv 5, ID75.
]\f;.\tpri.l1 thus submitted will be eval­
ua tcd and ccnstdcrc.I in making any de­
toruuuat.ton as to whether or not to post­
pone the cftcct ive d~~tc of the r~egulati()n

or to revise the text,
In con-Idcrat ion of the forcgoin~, and

unless a further con trary uot ice is puh­
Iishccl, Part 20~ of Chapter II of Title 37
of the Corle of Federal Regulations is
emended. effective l\'lay ] 2, 1975. In the
111:)11n-1' set forth below. .

1. Sr:-ction 202.15 of Chapter II of Title
37 of the Code of Federal U~gulnLions is
arncuucct by adding a new purugruph (e)
reading as tollows:

§ 202.1 j ~lotion Pie-furt's (Ctl~~('~ T..-'I).

• •
(e) (1) For PUl'PO.',CS of deposit and

l'egbtration ontv, any copyrightable
component p.ut of a motion picture
soundt r.ick <'e.rr., a musical composition)
is eon ~idcrcd an in tcgrul pa rt of a mo­
tion picture. Registration of any copy­
riGhtal~le component part of n motton
picture soundtrack may be made by reg­
i-tr.. t ion of tile motion picLure in accord­
ance with the provisions of sections 12
onri 13 of 'I'itle 17, U.S. Code.

(2) Where any copyrtghl.nble com­
})O11('11 t part of a motion picture sound­
track haSHot prerioltsly been pUblished
or l'cci':>U.:-red and is contained in a H10­
tion picture subn1itted fO.f reg istration
pursunnt to section 13, 'ritle 17, U.S.
Code, separate regbtration of such copy­
rh~htable cornponent part \\'ill be per­
rnittcd onh' if n sep~lratr copyright notice
reh\ tin~~ tf) such p:."lrt is placed on the
DlrJt.i\Hl p1f ' t. ur e. In this event the Regi3ter
of COD'.'lT' hts \\"ill \':ai\·e his nuthol'it~l

un:1er·s·~ctil)ll 14 to require ctcposit of t\\·o
cOlllpletc copies of sueh eOPYl'ighUl ble
COmpf)nent IXl.rt, nnd \\"ill accept 1'01' }JUl'­
I1QSCS of deposit under· section 1:3, t\\'O
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('·/!nplc~·: ro!)if"l'-) t.~·;lnsrl"ibrd or repro­
duccd Irr m tilP mo: ion picture in a Iorrn
t h: t i a the opini.n, of the R(·~:blL·r· of
Cupyri:~hL:~ most closely conforms to the
('s~ :-tbli::hcd crit erta of the Lib rary of
Con;) rcss ncqnisit ions policy statement
i n pl!"t:ct fit the t irne of deposit. 1'11c
CopyrL.:-:.t Office \\'1il furnish to any 11('1'­
sm concerned. upon request. n copy (If

tlie p:rtincnt Library of Congresx nc­
qnish ions policy st.u ernent then in effect.

l.3 J Scpn.ra te l"f'::1,.trat ion will be re­
fused for uuycouu.onont part of a t110-

tion picture sound: rack publtshed with­
out a SCP:J.rate copyright notice, whether
rexistrn tion is nllP1L,'d for as an unpub­
lished work under eclion 12 of Ti tle 1'1
U.S. Code, or as a 1 iblished work in ac­
cordo ncc wit h sect i n 13 of Title 17. U.S.
Code.

(4) The provisions of the preceding­
subpuragraphs shn.ll not apply to any
copyriGhtable conuoncnt pn r t or a n10­
lion pict-Hl'c SO~!rH.lt r.uk for \\'11 iell appli­
cation for copyri;',l:t re~:isLrationhas been
made to the Copyright Office prior to
May I:!. UYi5. IIc)',':ever. applications to
l"('gbt.cr n cla im to copvrtt.n t in a corn­
poncnt part of n rnoti. In picture sound­
t rack for the renewal term shatt be He­
cf'pled only if scnar.ue rf'gistration has
first been made Ior the ol'igin~tl term.

~. In ~ 20~.15a~ p~lr~Grnph (c) 'js re­
vised t.o re::-td ~1S Irllows:

S :!H:!. J:ia ~oHt1d 1:('("oJ'tlin~:i (C)a~~ :\).

(c) 'Sound recordings rcztstrnble in
Class N do not Include a soundtrack that
j" au in t(::~ ru ted p.ut of a motion ntcture.
H.('gl~)tl'al.ion for ruction picture'S, uu-Iucl­
ill,~ an integrRted soundtruck, is Ina(!e in
CL.~s L or 1\1: see ~ :202.15.

•
(8('(' 207. Gt.Stat. eGG: 17 U.S.C, 207)

IJat.ccl: !\.'1arch 11, 1975.

BARBARA R.INt::ER,

Rcqi)·ter 0/ COj)!:ri9'l tS.

Approved:

JOHN G. Lor:E:--:z,
"leUno Lil)J·arian 01 Congress.
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