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REGISTRATION OF ORIGINAL TYPEFACE DESIGNS : 

EXTENSION OF COMMENT PERIOD 

The  f o l l o w i n g  excerpt i s  t a k e n  f r o m  Volume 3 9 ,  Number 2 2 3  

of the F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  f o r  Monday, November 1 8 ,  1974 :  

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
[37 CFR Part 2021 

MATERIAL NOT SUBJECT TO 
COPY RIGHT 

Registration of Orlginal Typeface Designs; 
Exbnsion of Comment Period 

Thfs notice extends the period for com- 
ments to the notlce published Septem- 
ber 10. 1974 (39 F'R 32631) on the pues- 
tlon whether the Copnight Oface should 
amend f 202.1 (a) of its Regulations to 
permit copyright registration for original 
m e l a c e  designs. 

Requests for an extension of tlme were 
made in wrltlng by the American Patent 
Law Association and orally by sersral 
other Interested persons. The additions: 
comment time 1s necessary to permit a 
full and thorough consideration of the 
issues impllcit in the possible change in 
the Regulations. Interested persons are 
Invited to submit written data, views, or 
arguments to the Copyright Office, Office 
of the  General Counsel Washington. 
D.C. 20559. Each person submitting n 
comment should include his pame and 
address. and give reasons for his recom- 
mendations. 

All communications received on or be- 
fore January 15. 1975. viIl be considered 
by the Register of Copyrights and the 
Llbrarlan-of Congress before taklng ac- 
tlon on the proposed rule. 

The Copyrfght Oface registers claims 
to copyright,in accordance vlth n t l e  17 
U.S.C. In "writtngs of authors," that is. 
origind works of authorship in the form 
of literary, musical, dramatic. p i c t o u .  
and sculptural u p d o n .  Tppeface de- 
s l g m  have not previously been accepted 
for reglstration since the present Regu- 
lations prohlblt registration for "mere 
vnrlatlonr of typograplilc ornanrc~it.atlon 
lor1 Ictterlng" and tlrls prohlbltlon hns 

been lnkrprctcd to includc dcslgns for 
typo forrb wlthln its scopc. Comrncnts nro 
sl>~clflcaUp requested In tlio following 
arena: 

(1) whether type fonb. as "uscful artl- 
CICI." Can I ~ I C O ~ P O M ~ O  orleinal deslgn 
elemcntr capablo of bcing ldentlflcd M . 
"work6 of art" withln the rcopo of the 
Prcsent copnight statute; 

(2) The dlatlnctlons. U any, between 
aall@apb. ornamsntnl lottsrlnp. and 
t y m f ~ e  ddgnr for coppllght purporcrz 

(3) Whcthcr a ~ Y P C ~ R C O  dcsjgn CM. by 
I b  Mture. incorlmrate tile dcgree of 
orlginnllty and crcnrivity necessarJr to 
support a copyrlglit; 

(4) Whether. for ~urvoscs of copyright 
registrntton, workable standards con be 
cstnbllshcd for dlstlnguislilng "new1@ 
d d m  bwcd on prevlous1y-exlsthg 
typcfaccll from mcro coplea or m h o r  
varinnb of earlier designs; 

(6) Aesumlng the potontlst copyrfgbt- 
ability of certain typeface d e d g ~ ,  the 
uraotlcal me- of complyinq with the 
formal requirements of the copyright ha 
as to notlce, dopaslt, and rcghtratlon. . - 

Thls advanoe notico of proposed rule- 
makina b h u e d  under the authorltl of 
rectlon 207 of the Copyright Code. Tltle 
17.U.S.C. 

Dated: November 12,1874. 
B~rrrlu b a r n .  

Rsolrta of C-ghk.. 
Approved by: 
L. Qmm MmrrorD. 
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