
ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE 
BERNE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF LITERARY AND ARTISTIC WORKS 
AS REVISED AT PARIS ON JULY 24, 1971 

The Copyright Off ice  has been informed t h a t  on Apr i l  10, 1974, 
Spain deposi ted wi th  t h e  Director-General of t h e  United Nations 
Educat ional ,  S c i e n t i f i c  and Cu l tu ra l  Organization (UNESCO) i ts in- 
strument of r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  Universal  Copyright Convention as 
Revised a t  P a r i s  on J u l y  24, 1971. (See ML-109.) The adherence of 
Spain t o  t h e  Revised U.C.C. a l s o  f u l f i l l s  t he  l a s t  condi t ion  under 
A r t i c l e  28(2) f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  of t he  subs t an t ive  provis ions  of 
t h e  Berne Convention f o r  t h e  P ro tec t ion  of L i t e r a r y  and A r t i s t i c  
Works a s  Revised a t  P a r i s  on Ju ly  24, 1971. The P a r i s  r e v i s i o n s  of 
both i n t e r n a t i o n a l  copyright conventions en tered  i n t o  fo rce  on Ju ly  
1974. 

The Berne Convention and the  Universal  Copyright Convention were 
rev ised  s imultaneously a t  P a r i s  i n  J u l y  1971 t o  provide comparable 
s p e c i a l  exceptions permi t t ing  developing c o u n t r i e s  t o  i n s t i t u t e  
compulsory l i c e n s i n g  systems f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  and reproduct ion of 
copyrighted works f o r  educat ional  purposes under c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  
i n  cases  where the works a r e  not  made a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  country con- 
cerned wi th in  s t a t e d  per iods  of time. The s p e c i a l  except ions  f o r  
developing coun t r i e s  a r e  included i n  an Appendix t o  t h e  P a r i s  Xtzt of 
t h e  Berne Convention, which i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  subs t an t ive  
provis ions  of t he  P a r i s  Act. A r t i c l e s  1 t o  21  and t h e  Appendix con- 
s t i t u t e  the  subs t an t ive  provis ions  of t h e  P a r i s  Act, and it is these  
provis ions  t h a t  e n t e r  i n t o  fo rce  on J u l y  10,  1974. The admin i s t r a t ive  
provis ions  and f i n a l  c l auses  ( A r t i c l e s  22 t o  38) e n t e r  i n t o  fo rce  3 
months a f t e r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of t he  depos i t  of t h e  r e l evan t  instrument  of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o r  access ion  wi th  r e spec t  t o  each adherent ,  un le s s  a  l a t e r  
d a t e  i s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  the  instrument deposi ted.  



A r t i c l e s  1 t o  20 appeared o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  Stockholm Act (1967) 
of t h e  Berne Convention and were incorpora ted  without  change in t h e  
P a r i s  Act. Important subs t an t ive  changes from t h e  Brusse ls  Act 
(1948) of t h e  Berne Convention are now i n  f o r c e ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  
previous ly  descr ibed  s p e c i a l  except ions  f o r  developing coun t r i e s .  
Among o t h e r s ,  t hese  changes a r e  as follows: (1) t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
e l i g i b i l i t y  i s  broadened by adding t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  of t h e  au tho r ,  and 
t h i s  becomes t h e  primary c r i t e r i o n ,  w i th  country of pub l i ca t ion  as a 
secondary c r i t e r i o n ;  (2) t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of "publ icat ion" is ad jus t ed  
t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  copies  must be a v a i l a b l e  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  
t o  " s a t i s f y  t h e  reasonable requirements of t h e  pub l i c ,  having regard 
t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  work;" (3) t h e  r i g h t  of reproduct ion i s  mentioned 
expres s ly  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time ir, an Act of t h e  Berne Convention; (4) 
t h e  " f a i r  use" p rov i s ions  concerning t h e  p r e s s  are broadened t o  i n -  
c lude  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  news r e p o r t s ;  (5) s i g n i f i c a n t  new provis ions  
a f f e c t  cinematographic works, inc luding  a p rov i s ion  a s s i m i l a t i n g  
t e l e v i s e d  works t o  motion p i c t u r e s ,  a p rov i s ion  on du ra t ion ,  s p e c i f i c  
p rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  c r i t e r i a  of e l i g i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  case  of cinematographic 
works, and r u l e s  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  t o  except ions  i n  n a t i o n a l  
l a w s ,  concerning t h e  r i g h t s  of au tho r s  of pre-ex is t ing  works and au tha r s  
of t h e  der ived  f i lm;  (6) t h e  moral r i g h t  is  extended t o  a per iod  a t  
least as long  as t h e  period of p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  economic r i g h t s ,  with 
p o s s i b l e  r e s e r v a t i o n  on t h e  ground of e x i s t i n g  domestic l a w ;  and 
(7) f i x a t i o n  is n o t  a cond i t i on  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  under t h e  P a r i s  Act, 
un less  t h e  domestic law makes it a condi t ion .  

E igh t  c o u n t r i e s  have adhered t o  t h e  subs t an t ive  p rov i s ions  of t h e  
P a r i s  Act and a r e  l i s t e d  a s  fol lows i n  t h e  o rde r  of t h e i r  adherence: 
France, Hungary, Sweden, Cameroon, Federal  Republic of Germany, Spain, 
Ivory  Coast,  and Norway. 

The United S t a t e s  is no t  p a r t y  t o  any of t h e  s e v e r a l  Acts of t h e  
Berne Convention. 
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