@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

October 12,2010

The Honorable David Obey, Chairman

House Committee on Appropriations;

Chairman, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Jerry Lewis, Ranking Member
House Committee on Appropriations

1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Todd Tiahrt, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
House Committee on Appropriations

2441 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey, Ranking Member Lewis, and Ranking Member Tiahrt,

In this difficult appropriations year, we thank you for your support for high-quality early
learning, including funding increases for Head Start and the Child Care and Development Block
Grant. As the Fiscal Year 2011 appropriations process moves forward, we urge you to also
strongly support the Early Learning Challenge Fund at the Senate Appropriations Committee’s
level of $300 million for Fiscal Year 2011.

For a generation, economists have documented the high return on investment from high-quality
early learning programs — as high as $16 for each dollar invested. Eighty-five percent of brain
development occurs before children reach age 5, so investing early helps close academic
achievement gaps before students enter kindergarten. The research is clear. Students in high-
quality early learning settings are less likely than their peers to require special education
services, drop out of high school, commit crime, become teen parents, or become dependent on
welfare later in life. As we work to cut our deficit, investing in high-quality early learning can
make a major impact on our nation’s long-term fiscal health.
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The most vulnerable young children are those in low-income families. Unfortunately, current
funding levels allow less than half of eligible preschool children to participate in Head Start;
only 4 percent of eligible infants and toddlers to participate in Early Head Start; and only one in
six eligible children to receive CCDBG federal child care subsidies. Even in the general
population, only 24 percent of four year olds and 4 percent of three year olds attend state-funded
pre-K programs.

As you know, in February of 2010, President Obama’s Fiscal Year 2011 budget supported a
proposed version of SAFRA with $9.3 billion over 10 years for the Early Learning Challenge
Fund. This systems-changing program will incentivize states to build a comprehensive, high-
quality early learning system for children from birth through age five. The Early Learning
Challenge Fund will promote an effective early childhood workforce; parental involvement;
data-based decision-making; early learning standards; and a program quality rating system. The
Early Learning Challenge Fund will provide supports for programs across all early childhood
education settings, including Head Start, state-funded pre-kindergarten, IDEA Part C, Child Care
and Development Block Grants, and other early childhood programs. The Early Learning
Challenge Fund will leverage investments from state and local governments, philanthropy, and
the private sector, with a focus on quality and alignment of infrastructure between and among
these programs.

In September of 2009, the House passed H.R. 3221, the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility
Act (SAFRA) to authorize the Early Learning Challenge Fund at $1 billion annually for 8 years.
Despite bipartisan support for the Early Learning Challenge Fund, it was dropped from the final
Health and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 that was signed into law in March of 2010.

In July 0£2010, the Senate Appropriations Committee passed its version of the FY 2011 Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education bill. This bill included $300 million for the Early
Learning Challenge Fund for Fiscal Year 2011. As the Fiscal Year 2011 appropriations process
moves forward, we urge you to fund the Early Learning Challenge Fund at the Senate’s level of
$300 million.

Sincerely,
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Mazie K. Hirono Vernon J. ﬁllers

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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