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ACTING PUBLIC PRINTER ADDRESSES 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS ON  

‘DOING MORE WITH LESS’ 
 
WASHINGTON—The U.S. Government Printing Office’s (GPO) Acting Public Printer  
Davita Vance-Cooks delivered a keynote address at the Excellence in Government Conference on May 
7th. The conference was hosted by the Government Executive Media Group and attended by Federal 
Government and private sector leaders. Vance-Cooks spoke about GPO’s leading role in the Federal 
Government for doing more with less while budgets are being reduced. Vance-Cooks shared the ways 
GPO has reduced costs while maintaining productivity and moving forward as the digital information 
platform for the Federal Government, which includes: 

 Developing a strategic plan for the future of the agency; effectively communicating the plan 
to employees and encouraging employee feedback 

 Reducing overhead costs by restricting hiring and travel 
 Offering buyouts to employees bringing the agency to its lowest level of employment in a 

century 
 Conducting a survey to congressional offices on their printed publication needs 
 Expanding on the agency’s secure credential production capabilities 

 
“I believe that the GPO can be viewed as one of many case studies within the Government of how 
agencies are operating within an environment of fiscal constraints, intense congressional oversight, 
public scrutiny, and a re-examination of an agency’s mission in serving its constituents,” said Acting 
Public Printer Davita Vance-Cooks. “I think GPO is in a better place now than we have been in years 
because our reduced budget has caused a re-evaluation leading to an agency that is lean, mobile, and 
quick to respond to market changes.” 

 
GPO is the Federal Government's primary resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, indexing, 
authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. Government 
in both digital and tangible formats.  GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of 
information products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. 
passports for the Department of State as well as the official publications of Congress, the White House, 
and other Federal agencies. In addition to publication sales, GPO provides for permanent public access 
to Federal Government information at no charge through GPO’s Federal Digital System 
(www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships with approximately 1,220 libraries nationwide participating 
in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov. Follow 
GPO on Facebook, Twitter, and on YouTube. 
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