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GPO SUPPORTS NATIONAL ARCHIVES ON
PUBLIC ACCESS TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY

ASSASSINATION TAPE RECORDING
First Audio Content on FDsys

WASHINGTON—The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is providing public access to the
newly discovered audio tape recording of conversations between various individuals in Washington and Air Force
One pilots and officials on board during the flight from Dallas to Andrews Air Force Base following the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963. The tape recording is available on the U.S.
Government Printing Office’s (GPO) Federal Digital System (FDsys). This is the first time audio content is
available on the system, which is a one-stop site for authentic, published Government information. GPO and
NARA have a long-standing collaborative relationship in publishing the Federal Register and recently worked
together to provide the public with electronic access to the Nixon grand jury testimony.

Link to FDsys: www.fdsys.gov

This digitized version of the two hour and twenty-two minute recording was donated to the National Archives by
the Raab Collection. The tapes were found among other papers and memorabilia of Army Gen. Chester “Ted”
Clifton, Jr., who served as senior military aide to President Kennedy. The White House Communications Agency
(WHCA) provided the tapes to Gen. Clifton. The conversations were captured by WHCA, which routed all phone
calls and radio traffic. The recording includes references to new code names and incidents, among them are a
private conversation by head of the Secret Service Jerry Behn about the disposition of the President’s body; an
expanded conversation about how to remove the body from the plane and where to take it; an urgent effort by an
aide to Air Force Chief of Staff Curtis LeMay to reach General Clifton; and attempts to locate various
Congressmen from Texas. For more information go to: http://www.archives.gov/

"GPO is pleased to provide our digital services in partnering with NARA to make this important historical find
available to the public," said Acting Public Printer Davita Vance-Cooks. "This collection marks the first time
GPO is providing audio content on the site. We look forward to continuing our long-standing relationship with
NARA and other Federal agencies in providing digital access to authentic Government information through
FDsys."

GPO is the Federal Government's primary resource for producing, procuring, cataloging,

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. Government
in both digital and tangible formats. GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information
products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the
Department of State as well as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies.
In addition to publication sales, GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at
no charge through GPQO’s Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships with approximately
1,220 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more information, please
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visit www.gpo.gov. Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO Twitter

http://twitter.com/USGPO and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter.
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