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Thia _oct.iol:l from. the .oD( bee of tb s..-u, ~rded u Cold 
SpriDJ, N. Y., 9" tho AlIegbeD,r River 6Ild iIIIIod .... -0 Ilbwu 
fl'OlD tbt Jroquoi& lDdW:15 of tha North...t, ~t. th, TOi_ of 
e_1Iinruw who ... well kDowD tbt 1eD(th of th'lroquo;. LoDaholttl, 
frvm Syne..... , N. Y., to Brentford, Canada,. 'or tha rol.. thet thay 
porlorm in tha _om. of the BaudlOm, LU. Religioo. Thil 
Ilb,u.m, with tho .HUption of 0111 ~rd. (6-A), ..... eoIleetod 011 a 
.u.a:1o fi~d trip ill Noyember 1945, for tho Libf"lQ' of Co~ 6Ild 
tho Sm.ithaonian IllSti,u,ion on • grallt-in-Ilid of ~ from the 
Vikina: Fulld. W. recorded at the Frienda Indian &h001.,TunN....· 
<Quu.r B~, N. Y.) in l!Hl,.' CliBord Oro....'. hQma De&< Cold 
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Ipring LonghoWltl in 1945, both places on tho Allegany Reee",,"tion 
oJ th" Seneca Nation. 
Wha~ wi blvlll&id of the people of th" 10nghollll6 in th" progro.m 

1IOt6a to &mg.frMll the I""'JIU''' L<mghouu (Smithsonian Institution, 
Publi""tioll 36111, 1942; Folk Music of the UniLe<! States, vol. 6) 
holds llJI bacl<ground lor th;" .album, which is localimd to one com­
munity and somewhat more .pecializoo in content. In pArticular, we 
an Miring lilItenen. to open their....,." to hear out two rituaJe,'" .ung 
by two ~I'!I, almost in their entiretr. 

Of theoe, the Drum DlUloo, or Thanksgiving Dane.., is one of th" 
FoUl' Saor<l<i Rituo.ls th,,~ is add1"El!lled to tho C"",tor, and themlo"" 
belonge in th" ll8Jl)e claas with the Great Feather DanC€l (album VI, 
l'OO(Ird lA). 

Quavering-Chong;ng-a_rib iii "women's riUl of euring, and its BOngs 
recount the oourt8lrip of a reluctant bachelor and a frog-woman, but 
the s..n..ea menlov". to sing these ....ngs in th" .pring and early lIUIDIller 
for their sheer mllllical. qualities. It W8ll J"""" Cornplanter and tho 
Tonawanda Seneca amgero who introduced me to it in 1934. 

Bear Society D8IlC<l iii al"" a curing rite, but of th" ahamanistic 
variety which acooptl ita membe... through dreaml and ailIo by po&­

....,.;on. Ita eolebration is familiar llJI part of the Midwinter Feoltival, 
Uld Cringan (1898, p. 148) pubU.hed a transcription of a 80000& 
lUo.r Dance ....ng from Sll: NatioIll!, Canada. 

Fish D""ce is thl favoriUllroquois divenion and is offered II! purl 
d.......rt. Indian young people .till like to d"""" it llJI much llJI when 
Morge.n first deec:ribed it (L. H. Morgan, TIu ~ of the HotkM­
....." .. or I~ (1851) 2 vola., N. Y., 1001: 1, p. 273). Cringan 
(18llS, p. 1[;1) transcribed a Fish Dance ....ng. 

Th...... is little to add to what I wrote (1942) about collecting IIOngs 
among th" Iroquois. I merely onivoo It Allegany on th" W&y home 
from Caneda in the Recording Le.bon.tory ....und truck, picked up 
ChaunC€lY Johnny John, ltopped for Albert Jon..., who had a good 
drum Uld rattleol, and drove into Clifford Crouse'., wh...... there ill 
6O-<:ycl" ~nt, announcing th,,~ we had come to sing, and w" went 
to work ...tt.ing up the l'OO(Ird"" on the dining_room table and the 
mierophon" in the living room. In two daJ'll we bad made more 
than enough =oro. for this album, including Fish Dance, whlob 
I had taken .~ the Fint Conferelle.. on Iroquois Resesreh at 
Red House a month ...."lier, &lid Bear Dan"", sel""ted from the 1941 
oollection. 

Chauncey Johnny John sang Grea~ F ....ther D"""" for album VI, 
and "" reeeivoo utwdoo notice in the program notes. Albert 
Joner. had l'OO(Irdoo for me on wax eylindera in 1933, when h" 100 
the Coldopring Singen. and Mutual Aid Society. A. an official 
of the Snipe clan, 1m lI&IIle "Ha'nodyenen'.," is frequently allIlounced 
for leading roler. in the ceremoni... in Coldspring LonghollS6. He ,
 




 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

bu .. fille lpoalcing Iud liuging voioo, be enuucil~ cleuIy, lod b.e 
is In euo.lIt pread>.er. But be prefers IIOOnd PIne to lir'Il.I, pro­
telti!l&:, "I do not hlTe the b.0Id for IO~, Il'd 10Jl# apeecb.u~' but 
1eadinC aiDgera IoeI< Albert II belper"to prop I,lp UwIlOop." On the 
oth. hlIJId. HIII'1I0'Oo, "tre.la tho P'IlIlP." .. CbIIll1C»1 ..,.. .... 
na.me m.eeIll IlOW, I!though I IIl1derstood i~ 10 m_ "cold TOiC<l" 
in 10041, 11M 111..,.. t.&bD.lNdiog role&, wbleb hUI beolllimited to 
IOlIC 1eoI.w IIld. ri\.lll1i1t. beel'," Tl.uUe clio mltrolll lone )d.entmecl. 
......."'1011" with t.be"Cayup" in CaIlId&,l!thougb hie rellti... thor. 
.... _Iid.-.d "SeD«u"; bu~ IlO'Of b6lib1 to 10811' tho J.adi. of biI 
dID c:rH~ him, "Hli ....'Dowagm'bji·. H".... oUtlt 7Wfk ........ 
H"1I ItIr n&dtecI. the rim of he&TfIIl'lu~ IWIlIllU (1004&) wbeD lob.,. 
_ 1I!.It him to -...e IS "proleMOr" II. tiM SwIlmIl" ~ 

lIlSlil.llta It tbo ODiTtni~,. nf Miclli:pIl. So IlO'Of be hie doot IIT...,.­_. 
The Wltar drum &Ad hom mtle, wbieh win ducrib&cl U:a pl'IITiou& 

DOtei (10042). proTide tho rtcrthmic lCOOIIlP'"nim.n~ to tho IOIIp. 

MARTHA CHAMPION HOOT 

• A1tbOll(b. the Iroqllois hue knoWll Weatern millie for 11moe~  300 
,YeUOl-lhe ae"CIlU&ntb w:ltUl:Y Jesuit tnissiOlluiea tlugb~  cbureb 
millie to H\If\ln and IroqlloU, and ehoirl and inllJ'\lIll&lltll band. 
llourilhed in th lIte nineteelltb UQUlI'y-the qllwty of th_ 
Iroql,loil lOll&:' rem.u.. distinctly primitive Illd Ibo... ml.nJ' 01 the 
eh"'lcloerill.ice typicl! of nth", North Amanclll Indilll einging 
stylea. RellliTely Ihort pb.rMes, limited tonI! rlIl3e, lnd gonerlli,y 
deaconding molodic JiIl<l &«l fOltures of wid<l distribution fLIIlong 
primitive peoplll. 

In common with vool! mtWo IOCOmp.nied only by p6l'CUWOll 
inilltlmente the rbylbm t<lnds 10 be IllSl TllUble thlll thl tDllliity. 
Much of the intereati.ag I~en_  is dU<l to the Iroquois chum and 
rattle teohniqU<l, wweb consietl of III unbroken eori. of <louly 
topICoed beat., e 1It,.Je of frequent ooeIlmlDOI ill North Amorio&. This 
tacbniqne is lOIIletim. TIried with Tibr&to ~,.ncb  .. ODOur 
duriD&: I'llpe&ta of t.be Fish DlDce IlICi ill iIl!l'odl,ll'tory phruee 
....h_ 

n.-1OIIrp 1'aDDO~  pmperiJ' bee OODIidered either ...ajw- w minor 
in toDIlitr.me. llO~  a.ll of the _ of OW' dilfOllil' ICI1e UI pl'OMIlt, 
__ is tiM relItiOll'hip of u.. iIllllTlk ~  oo~cei:.ad..  
(~  DOtad tb& pentlloDil' ~  ill _ -ea.) Co ,.....t1.y. 
0. belt b.1 to ~ the IODIlity is protided 11.,. tn.ciDc the 
melodio: importlJ:lce of the tones and illtervlls. The rbytbms UI 
fw thto _t part limple IDd CIl>IISis~tly  dupl., el:lovch uipleta .. 
an embellish...... t OOCW". The meIodie unite UI pbruM or bMW'llIll 
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five and nine drum beats' d\U1ltion and the oJmplea~ songa consiat of 
but one phraoe, repeated with minor and perhapa uninwntional 
variations in rone and rhythm. The more involve<!songa ooom.t of 
t....o, three or four phruea of varying length-there see,," k> be no 
drive k>waro making the phraseo 01 equal d\U1ltion-the repetition 
01 such phraseo in varying order _ulting in an aaymetrieal ~ype of 
balance. 

Of the soup include<! in this ablum the prayer songa lor the Drum 
Donee are the simplest. A single phrase elabora.te<! rh}·thmieally in 
repetition, is ronally limited k> Bmonok>ne of a eooond, although the 
final examinBtion at the clORe may be a fifth to an Bctave. ICf. BBker, 
lS82, p. 37, on this point.] 

The Drum DBnce songa aloo are essentiBlly simple; they hIVe an 
increuingly wide ronal range, those in the beginning of the record 
have a range 01 an octave, Or a ninth, late ones show an oetave and B 
third Or fourth, and three songs hBve B range 01 an octave and a filth. 
The filth, fourth, eooond, and both major and minor third. occur. 
The antiphonal ffilPOJUe of a oeoon,d iringer and the oinging in uni­
80<1 of the two singers make these the moot inwreot.ing songa. Gen_ 
era.lly the ....ponse duplieateo the original motif, bu~an OOCB$ional 
shil~ to a oec<>nd higher or a oeoond lower adds variety III do the in_ 
frequent lI<llllitones and the minor rhythmieel differences. The 
r.ntiphonal reAPOll8\l u reminiscent of Catholic chureh reopons"", but 
since the Iroquois employ oimi\ar antiphony in other songo, &nd i~ is 
U8ed by aome Indian tribee in the south....tern Unite<! Stateo with 
whom the Iraquou ha"o other cultura.l offiliBtion., sntiphony well 
may be a native feeture. 

The quavering-Changing-a-rib sequence illustra.tes the dmmBtic 
qualities 01 Iroquois cernmoniBI songa. Variety in tempo, rhythm, 
ton&1 range; repetitions, respoDsell, variations, and embellishments 
by the two sin~ are factors in holding inrorest snd attention. 
Musice.lly, they pre&en~ no new feBtllreA e:<cep~ thet the pentatonic 
scele is more ",",valent r.nd the 01011' songs, putie"larly, show, in my 
opinion, European infIuenCll. 

The qlUlVBr is especially prominent.in some of·thoee songa, partie,,­
Isrly the Bear Socie~y songo. This voeel embellillhmen~ seems to 
be a psrliculerly sophisticated and controlling featu.... of Iraquoi;, 
oinging, compared with a wide, 10088 vibn.to tone found in Plsins 
Indians' singing, for enmpl6. 

The Fish Dr.nce songa &1'B lively rhythmieally. Theyacoentoste 
the imporlance of the major or minor third, elt.h.oual\ the fifth '9 by fM 
the mos~ stressed interval. Their range it limi~ to a six~h. One 
can well imsgine the Indilllls dllllcing <0 such music. 

Since eulier information on Iroquois mlll!ic U scatrered in fugitive 
oouI'«s we ha..e B8!1BIDhled the following list: ,
 



Theodor Daker, (1M- d~ MU#iJt w Nordamuikanilchtn Wila'm 
(S2 p. Lolip=ig, 1882). (Daktr viIlted tha Sen&cl' in tha 'UIlllOer of 
1880 and. atwmdod a ONeil Corn Flllti",l; diaeuasiolll of r6\:itatinl, 
melodie eompoaitioD -.od aullll, rhythm, inatrunulDtI; tl'alllCriptiolll 
of ThaDkasiviDl (Drum) D-.oel, p. 37, V p. &3; tW(lIOJlCI of Womeo', 
D&llel, p. 38, IV-V pp. 61)..61; t ..o IODp of the HII"I'Mt F.tinl, 
p. eo, II-Ill; Moceaain [\Vakellam., VI p. U; tW(l War DIlleea, 
VII-VIII, pp. 62-63; and. lDdiYidual wanior', boutillr IOD(, IX p. 63, 
tn.n3criptioos are muaicall.r and. phoneticall}' ..elI tak611.) 

A1u T. CriDc&ll, Iroquoia Millie, AJuo....l Arum"'ogieal &pott 
18118, "ppaDdi>: to report MilWtor of EduC&Uon Ontario, Toronto, 
1898, pap \013-153; Pap.n d~ aoJlCl of the Iroquoia, Wid. 1899, 
Toronto, 1900, J>"Pl 168-189; Iroquois Folk SoJlCl, Wid. 1902, 
TOI'ODto, 1003, J>"Pl137-162. (Tb_ three briar 'tudiea, papers OD 
the music of the SiJ: N"UoDi ~a OD Gnod Ri".., Ontario, WEft 

l'eeOI'dad ill Torollto by CriDpD ..ho a l.e&Char of mUllic: ill the 
public oebooIa. Bia lim paper 00" IS tnDacriptiooe by ear; th. 
-.oDd CODlpn.. _. 47 IIODP liom cnmaphoDe Noordinp, both 
eolIeetiooe belnc mainb' of Seoeea aonca; &lid the lut. compriMs U 
Tutalo, Dab.--, aDd 0n0Ddap "*o<!i. ) 

Very few of tbe qliDden of Iroquoia IIODP ..hich A.. A.. Goldeo­
ftiser eolleetad .t SU: N"tiona &Ild ....~_~ b~ han beeIl. 
publiabed, althovP Hel6D ~ tnllIeribed 1:27 aoap from the 
qiindu. (D. H. RobIN. TIM patlel1l phenomenon in Iroquoia 
millie, ~ fir ",f'ri~fIIOU M...ahoiu,'*jI, I, (3) Ina: 
/>p. $-30). (Two IOllp from Onood~ Mediein. Society.) 

500.. for the c:hl.tlta of tIM COIld~ Council "J>lI:I&r in Wm. M. 
BeallCbamp, CiYil, ~ &lid lll<IanIi.nc eoomeila ••• of the N... 
York Iroquoia (N~ y,,* SlaW M_, B.JUM 113, Alb&lly, 19(7), 
.. arttDpd by ..ul:lon ClIIK:k, aD. lroquoia dergrtD&ll, ~ Onondaga 
Cud', N. Y., 1905. 
o-p Herwg, Trauuip&ioDs and. ~ of Tutao millie ... 

F. O. Spd:, nc Twdo qiril ~ ......., (lIarriabwg, 1M2). 
pp. 85-117. (Tba I.r&llIQibed partlo.n of Speck" oolllidfnble oc». 
lectioa c.sucu, of ~ from SU: NatioDs R-Te, 'lUll by Onondapa 
and. .includillf l.J"piea1ly Iroquoia malodiM: 27 I<SDIeriptioDa, 
-.Ie llDaly-.) 

Carleton Bwt.e, $pi'*"" ll'Of'lOioA (RodIealU, UI37). (A. poem 
..ith Il'&nXripti_ of melodie tlwneI Irom u.. coIlecl.iOll of diaca by 
Tonawa.oda Seneca ai.ncen .i. the RoebeaI6t MuMUlll of Ana and. 
Scie-.) 

For tbe lroquoia thero Ii .. oomplete OOYenp ..... pl'Ot..bly b.... 
of tbe music: of .... A.muiea.o ID;dian pup, e:rc:eptillr tbe N"vebo, 
Pawnee. ~, Chippeo.-a, aod Siou.o:. Both Columbia UDi."el"lity 
aod tile Library of Co~ ba". OOUeeti..... of r«ordiop frGlXl tbe 
editor, Iroquoil 6eId worlt, Columbia baa • fino oollaction from 
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Tonawlndll. recorded by Martha Champion Huo~, and Speck'a oollilc­
~ion i6 on depo.it th8l"6. 

DR\I" DASCE
 


Glne'o'on
 


lA and 1B
 


The Iroquois have two grand religious dancea which they oay 
"Our maker lef~ for us to enjoy on earth and which ..... danced ill 
heaven"--Great }<'eath8l" Dan"" (albulD VI) and Drum Danee. 
Drum Dan"" tekll8 its name from the water drum with head of 
woodchuck hide or bucbkin, and its Il&llle and ahap" suggest thll.t 
the Pl'ei\l(\Jlt drum keg aboriginal.ly w.... a clay pot. Twice a year the 
10nghouM officials appoin~ two men from opposite divisions of the 
oommunity to sing thio ritual. Its celebration falli On the third day 
of the GreeD Com Festival and twice during the Midwinter F6Stival­
on the fifth day the ceremollY go... from hOUM to house in the long­
houlle district whell the sinien and dancers led by AD appointed 
speaker go out from thelollghouse ADd mU:1> thl> circuit oinging two 
....ngs to a house, but the eighth day is the big ee1ebratioll when the 
DMlm Dallce proper follows the rite of individuol dante !.hat attelld.e 
the tobac<:o-buming invooatiOIl in .ummer and the winter white 
Dog Sacrifice (olbum VI; Fentoll. 1942, pp. 11}-20), Thus it is olle 
of the Creator'. Four Sacred Ceremonies, IUId it is al"" calIod Thanks_ 
giving Dance bec&use, Ifter !lOme SO wngs, intonod prayers illtareperse 
short, antiphonol songs (IB). A eertain ....ng colla for the speaker to 
interrupt !.he singe", and "'t.urII the.nka to the Creator on behalf of the 
assembly for each of the etatiom in !.ha pantheoll going from earth 
up to tha sky_world. Thase!lOngB ..... callod wa'donh'gwayen'-"for 

"'M~ " 
The drum and CIln'e<! beater and a hom rattle for the second singer 

..... Iaid out 011 the bench in the middle of thalonghouse. The drum 
.is inverted to keap tha head wet. The singers u.ke opposite pla.ees 
aatride thl> bench. Aa the eollg npens an appninlied w..mer whoopa 
t1Oi.ee before each of !.he fint t.hrea introductory eonga. The war err 
warns the ereator (lUId incidentally the dance",) that tha dance is 
about to begin. The dance", ..... recruited from !.he most agile 
warriors, for it tak... ullusual stamina to gn the whnle course nf the 
danca, which may MIll nver an hour, hut a few old men who like to 
dance carry on in thair seventi.... Another featuro links the Drum 
Danee to the style nf war dancea thst are intenupted by striking & 

post to boMt valnrous d~; at Coldspring the dance leader carriee 
•• omal.l bow with the snow hilthe<! into the bowstring-a miniatuu 

of the old Iroqunis otraight hunting bow of a me hardly oclequate for a 
boy-but they oay this ags-dorkeue<! relie symboliz... the tn.dition 
that the speo.ker nf the Fnur POIrllOnO who appeared to Handsome Lake, 
the prophet, carriod ouch & bow and arrow which he oaid W&ll to 
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rIIllind the l"tter d"y Indi·n. who would _Ii< lot white 1lI1lD', ocw­
patio'" of t.heir hmitap u huntMI and wanion, &Dd ahoo that the 
er...tor, h..nnr the "'hoop' IlDd Iookini: dOWll may t.ha mono MIily 
apot tha dllDCflleader. 

AI	 in Oreat F.ther Danee, _men join th' dUlOll fonnillc IlD 
m.,	~  oJo.-!y mo?int circle, ""d 

mu. 
~w_  -e- th, dancen 

walk foOd They.-hoop ..rheMnr the sill('ln delay. 
m-	til, lIiDpn reacb the short, IlDtiphoul aoop, 1M ipeUer 

.tepe out of the d.-; tU:iDg tha bow from. the leader, ...d d·"";nc 
belid.	 the .me-' bmch f.aug the Ni.ll&" SUIl, be -p' &lld cri. 
OOGwilI";&Dd the~,atoppillg,&nn'VooY""'I".  n..obaiD_ 
the	 lint of __ 13 or more r.hort r.d.u-, "petrllJ eTe:rJ' other 
.... With the 00DClusi01l of ~  prayers, the pr;.t rMunlS the 
bow r.od &l't'OW to the daIl<:e lMdB, &Ild the tia.gen, ~ roa., 
.....h~  dn.uIl &Ild ..tolle, r.od the aoop, retfIIll""";nc, npidl,y 
_tiD... 'lrithout flU'ther iDtem>ptioa. to the foIld. 
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O""D ".'hO o"s....y.'doylioD Do'ho heoow.h oall"'aya·d.,.6il1la'. 
th_ of Uf who &l'II D.... _I hol'O wh_ Wo do eUOlOo"'..Uy galhor 

(I. Iho lo"gho...). 

D. ".·dl' "oh P3wes<>D ""gOD' ."ada'oIlkdly.. no'Da • alI'do.·.... 
The~."..  "'O.,.!>OdY P'-Dt you liolen .tle.U....~  to whM 

e1IYoagw! ,"",S"D no' ..ooJ',ho4e·, O'·S". ""h odld .......·ImOllym, 
.... ohall ..,. thl. ''''1 day, lho mon"".. 10 ..hi.h '"' all d• 

....b .tho.. 
.-t 

n<II~n'  honlSl>n<!jo'IO'den' .l\8'" y.'d~·to.·  ....S"D'...D;·ohodo',
 

In thill .....mh~  oueh of u, \lIal ,.",Iv. \(). doy.
 


Wuhih'. 

"So DO" all of y." IisUD to \lIo ",,:do of tho people toda" 1_of Uf wb. 
&l'II a!r<ady mo' bel'O ..hol'O .... d. CWltomarily ptho.. (I" the 1."Pou.). 
n..r.fOI'O, 'V'ry_ """",D' "'" "rln otleDtI"" to whM ,..., alIa1l ..y thit 
_roiog. I. ""rtle.lo: to lb. ".y .... all do g_t _b otho, wilh thank..... 
Ul_ of UI ........i .... IOdIY ID Ihlo «owd." 

2. hoIIODlIOlO' lI"",,'ho"OD"j gweb yoo. 
h. _ th. drool ot .klD
 


thl">u8h
 


Speal<er; .oeD no' D'.S"D'wanl·oIl"",,· ...'...".. "' ·~01IJI1·  

N.w Ih...", day (today) 'hil (ro""""tlJ") are do;.,; pl">porl, 
odY"CW"JIOll'YOll' <loYOllgw.ooI'~_'hg.D,  h.·y...."""·, 
... do Ii.... Ih...100 fo' tllllt ..b.", OUr frol _I, Iblo ..rth, 

u6ntpy.1l' ·6hdo.loo ...nl',hodoloy"" b.noY"l'.D bo....·"'"
 

II ill IIIll .......y;ng 0" from d.y to d.y Juot ... hoi.tended
 


adeq••"ly ,
 

...'ho ...y6·_k r><ng<o "".poI.wilh .... ""~Y'06kdo·OlI.
 


It obould be Ibio he 80'" to.. Ou. c...to•.
 

...Uonally 

D....• 1lII...."oo no'ho ".y6·d..Ilk hey"l! "OOllp.._
 

So thIo he 1"\oDdod io b... 1< oIl.old be ."" v.i pookt tor all lb. I'Nt
 

....gwa'dy,.<!ok "",,~o'  odyogwoo6oyoo. bodlkoo'ooo.'on beyoodok:
 

(..blob) iD .rde, to gl'. Ib...loo. (IDoludlnlll tho obUd....
 

... d. UIO 'hio ,v.". 
p .. hlh. 

"No.. tod.y ..biI..." _1.llIlliD' 'bio eonm""y proporlJ" lot uo return th....:u 
for tho pl_ OD ..hlob 0•• foot ..I, "omo~  thia.N'll> ..hi.h io&lill 
from d.,. to day I"" .. Ou, Mok•• who g.v. It I. uol....dod It 'bould 

."""rio. 
be 

f."..v., "",", ADd h. iDUndod ,h.t Ihl ld be tho ".y, thot io "'1""'1Il1 
Ib....ko ... "'ould employ on. ,.1 "'hlolll, all 11>0 ...\. !Dol"dlDI ".,D 
tho ebl!dl'Oo." IWoo bib. 

s. yo...hl'yoo yo...l>ooy..' y......boo·yoh:) a1..,.,..lOly hy ...h .I~•. 

Speok.r: pall blh
 


,----_
No' ..."S"n' ...nl'ohado·"" 
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.kol'....

_
\ wo'_yU'<!ok
 


50 lo- doy .no 'uhJ«1 ",ploy e..",,,,,,,Ry
 

_0' ",' <loY"CW"JIoo'yoo "'''i•• ' 1oI '0lI boolyO'<!eooo 
lor thll	 	 "_",,,",g;vO 
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thlo thou dldol 1001 ho.. It
 


UIooko (~hl,h)
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  ord-oln ohould be
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MOPO' IIonoDd.on'DO"'df,kdon het:oon,od,o.r,jt· 4,onkblhMtbe<Unl,.' 
t_ tb" .... up oplnol lbe ,nllltl.k, Iho I"" Iw:nloarloo 

(0"" and _) 

.npj!ohon'4'''''"10"' odI.n eon •...dNbondtJl'..... 
Ulo.. wO\IId be ...... fn. \be pu~ of ....knnl"" U_ and 
.ftrywbt.. d'-lI9.o. ( n and plolt<loo 'l
 

n. ....110 nl,....,..' all" <00.....) oluItl ,,""$OD'
w.'.'
 

&> wftb ~ ft............_ .. 10••• oft' (..,",nl... Ihanb) 

1ladIUD'....'on ..,.,....... ... ....,..z. ..lI. 
l!lo Iiltle olIl1dton .ftn •. 

"And '" toda, _ wotd \ha'", .......-iIr _119.0 _ 1iDMl1W ..... 
...u. l_kII•• 'IlI... \hal tlIou dldo<ordaln "'" _ Ihe.. _ be aterr>tJl, 
11>0.. opl"" I"IIIQ" _ 1_ ioPllol_ (Sun and MOO8i. and .....~ 

Iho.. -.... be hod pnin" of IIpI (StMD) lor tho pol~ of _-.: Ii.... 
""'" d._tlnn (M_ .....r PIoladM). 80 wfllt ...... lew ........... Ior. .. 
(_ ...... _1cII), down 10 1ho._.1tIId.. 

"- 1"0",,),==" ~ wfIo,_ 
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(A CJt..dl..-.) 
101M =\Or of 1M _It .........
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D_'~O  elyo ""fI.e' ~oIOgO....n'""",,"I; 
So tl>Ia II .. .. lhore "'" words; 

",any 
1>o<101l~o'n'  Sol....Y"n'dabson ..' yad.n'nola .noyeoc!lllol'dut' 
UI.....l••• It _. wlUl tho Iwo unp" to I" 00 down to UI. end. 

"So th.- "'" u.. oumbo. 01 ...onla 1m tho ....tlo" that thou dido. ordalo 
that it ....,uld bo d»erood 1m oll ti"", thot .... """pis o~ould  sonUn,," to re'um 
thaob 10. Il....Ullop lhat you re1eMe<l 011 _ 10' OW' booedl.... 

"So Ulls Is ~o'"  .....y ...ords \he.......
 No... 00,* opIn It _ w1U1 lha

sinI'" the....I... to I" 00 down to lho .""'." 
B"", the o"'&<" <I%<b&o$o in........." ... tho b<lod olorn ~  tho drum to 

hlo ~olpu  ood lakillll t!HI ...tU•. 
I'yondatha-Da'sw&denyon 
QUltveriug-Cbonging+rib 

2A--4B 
Tboac t1u'ee <fulks pre<sent rullll from one continuous cycl. of nearly 

160 songs that eomprise tb. ritual of .. woman'. medicine society, for 
which Ch&uncey Johnny John sing$ 84 lOngs. of Qua"";119 (part I), 
and ..hout 73 for OM.ngi~  (Part 2). The latter continueo im­
mediately out of the fonnor in the hyphenated fonn of the ceremony 
hero preoented, but in some cases only one pllt is Pr<lOCribOO.. The, 
membon! are women for whom the rite h"" been .Wlg, either to cure 
an illness or in N1Spome to • dream. GenetallMSitude, lame jointo 
and limbe, I'9!Ipinr.t",y s.ilmonts, and vague complaints of .. functional 
nature are thought to be the eymptoms. The lOngs hove helped 
more than on. woman in Coldspring get up out of bed after .. pro. 
longed illn08ll. "Maybe .he needs a little dance," they ""y, and 
promptly consult e clairvoyant to 1\'UD which of several f....to to 
.ponsor. 

The oo"';mony of Quaveriug-Changing+rib reqoireo a female 
chorWI thet smgs. an octave ahove the male singen, a future th.t '"'II 
omitted in favor of capturing the tats and musio of Chau.ncey'a 
version.' 

At the end of Changing+rib (4B) cornel a sari.. of lOngs. whlll 
they relit and tho lponsor distribut<>e gifts of cloth to tbe WQ01en 
o1ng()1'l!, I.lld tbon they in t\U'" wind the patient in ~.....,. of cloth 
which they bring for tho purpooe. Informantll do not nonneot recip­
rooo.1 gift givi"t: witb """changing ribs", and tbo reference. to 
"winding" are by nO me~IDS cl...r. 

A round dance follows and the tempo accolent<>e, tho .c>nga oon­
tinuiIlg Onl out of the othu by aubstitutlng word. to fit the inoees&Dt 
rhythm. A ch~ in tempo signala a.c>"t: which eummona a wornan 
to etir the fea.et kettle, another to ladle out portio"", until the sin,,"eI' 
I&YB, "Now it ia aU gene", when th~ women elng, "Let'.go hOUle ri8ht 
ItOw, r. baby is crying"; but the drummer repliCOl, 

''''_,--' ..._lo'''-'­...... .. tbo_ ho_ tbo """'" r_ ...... ~ eoo-_... Ll"~ 

-~................_"'-'>.".... _ ......_"'.._ ..­

"
 




 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"'You so 00 homo, rO"< r 100> oOl 01"",,,; 
"0<> on 00_, II'. yOUr boob,.." 

People never used to bring children I<'> medicine lIOCiety f.....1e. 
Tessing between """"'" howe..",", is m<at e!..oo....tely de..e!opOO ill 

Qu&..ering (2B-3B). These oongs are replete with the dmJJ~ en-. 
/e'Jldr., a thing th&~ bothen younger, un ..e~ 8en00M, and they 
regard with diM&v<>r certain old men who gi..e the songtl & porno­
gro.phie twi.t I<'> tease the ladiee. But evidently th..t is how the old 
poople ..ng who kne", the origin legend, whid> relates how a ba<:helo~ 

married a Frog-woman (Carl Canner, from tho editor's llOtea. in 
LUton for a Lm.t.<mlO V.lilll (1936), pp. 98-99). 

This happened yellI'8 ago in-early "pring when the "pring poope1$ 

(HlIl4 crnciJ") COme to the wrlace and stllrt I<'> siog around wet p1aooe. 
The old folks ...y thin Wlllla grown IllI\II who preferred living sloM 
to lIOy ef the local women whom his mother axnt.oged for him to mllJ:lY. 
One e..ening .. beautiful girl came to li..e with him, Mking I<'> stop for 
the night. She W1l8 the mo"~ attn.ct.lve ",oman he had ever1leell, ...." 
for hariog no teeth, and he let her 814y. Pr-mtJy she 8Uggested 
going on a visit to her village to moot her poople. They tra..cled 
through a .~ count.:ry of Jlowered fieldS, forest.s filled with game, 
new places, uotil they came toward "uo..t to a low lying village wh..... 
poople w~ gsthering at ene hOIl8<l where she led him. The eom­
munity were haring a dance at her paronts' home. Soon one COm_ 
menced .ingiog and the reot joined, the women .tanding in chorus 
facing the men. The Btn.nger learnOO. all of the songs and the dance 
l'Out.ine. Between peliods of singing they DUt.ted. 

This wen~ on for ....eral wooU. He foUowed his wife outside, one 
nigh~ "" the westher grew WlU'IlIer, for one version ••ys tho.t she told 
him she would lea..e to return the next year. Suddenly he found him. 
-elf alone in a. mareh .Qmluoded hy piping frogs. The villo.ge and 
all it.s inhabitants had vllOished. 

The disillusioned man returned home and told his adventlU"8. Th" 
old poople u.id th.t this had happened I<'> him bceo.ll8<l he would not 
Dl&1'I1', tha.t he had merely m&rried II frog-woman withou~ tooth. 
But he brought bad: the songs of Quavering and Changing......rib. 
And the old poople 8I\Y tllat in the epring the o.k6wek are singing Qua..­
ering, IIlld when they hear them they 8I\Y that lonely IllI\II has goll6 to 
live with the frogs again. 

Thn mao who married the frog could not lI1eep, his song ..ys 
(record 2B)­

"AU n!eM 100ll r did 11M oleep 
"All n!eM loog.b<I quo.~ored (trembltd)." 

But u... frog-woman continued to torment the lonely man even after 
he went home. He r....lly thought he liked h..... As it grew wanner 
she slowed down IIlld becamel""" dependnble. (A~~, of OOUI'9ll, the 
flingers turn on nach other, the men tIlI\$ing the womOn and the r6-, 
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.._.) And 110 .. h6 lila on lb~ fAt' riIll of 0.. f!l'tIl, aM c:ont.inlleA 
to t.e&M him, ""iDe "Dido'1- lOll t.bink i~ ..... oie. (...bon lOll ....... 
hore)r' BIl~ delpit<l aU bor eoticemeo.u UId then her thre&1a aDd 
eWmo ...J.eq h~ d_ l>Ol. nome b&ek-ber 1'riW>~ "ppm- .~ t.l}e 
tbooa:b~ of hilnwm-he aiJlp tnumplwlt1y, "so. oould DOt. mak~ 
m~ CO ...her. I!>e edled. m~" (ncord 3A. &lid 38). sa. liked TfIl7 
mllCb a -tam maD, wbo .... thII 0Il1,. _ the could lind. bu~ .... 
...... 1Qy. aDd be .....t ~ to lUI 110m. 011 thlo cr-t- bill (a of 
lb6 s.o.- people) fAt' f1lIllOTed !rom 11M •__p. Ho Iiop: "o..er 
u.er. M~ lbem _,.. I _,.; 1 didn't kMp W' (38). Ba boon lb. 
Wi'1- anal ........... aad l.lM 1IOIlC ....... for them DOl. to y ttlp\ber• 
.-Ithoqh Ibe bes- ~i"C back ill thlolpriJlc. "It;' i. bt.c:k 
ben, N ~u.. no. booort it ;. • 'roc &Dd _ thlo DOO-h_ 
pder (3B). "Hilt, ' ... IboI lik.- m. '-IUN, I ...-. I 
am DOt. depend'ble,!lOt b.ithfll1." no. _ ..,.... lhiIo 0-""tiaD. 
<In _ &DOther "";1). • sood d..l of ...._1. MCldtm. deplon 
thiI., but V......,. St..._ &ad old 101m T_eNOO ...ppoNd the ~ ...... 
~ i~;' implied ill Ch&ociDc....rih thd a man IlIld a_-o 

...ho b ... matad b ... beooo:Ie pNt or 0I&Cb other. So .... it,...;th til. 
froc-woman and l.lM mIlD. In tJU. ,. .t>e tbollJht Nle cou1d tab 
him homa. bu.t .Jl.bo..p Ibe got bi& ri IIJId he Jwo., Nle 0DIl1d OO~ 
penu-d. him to an b&clr: with her. Thil iI boor it ... loll( ago. 

Ibcou No. U. 
1'7<"I¢NIuI (Qu...MlIIfl 

I. II&)-oDl, .." "" Uronl_ ..... boo'_;1 ..petit; (nd) 
""'.",,,,;) 

, _;1 O. C. 
'l. """'''''''1. b ''''',. ,,"'.00"') 
~  ) 

3, 10h0 b_I... ",,'''''1100 hoo) (••d) 
boo 00" "M ;) D. C. 
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Two ~1Ill_,.  ._ omitted from th' rec:oml.
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nEAR SOCIETY I)AlICC 

6A 
In devoting a society to pel'iOllS who have d~amed of tue Beu or 

have been cured by the society'. ritual, the Iroquois sharo beBr Venlll'a­
tion that is chara<:wristie of eircumpolllr pooplOB (A. I. Hallowell, 
B.,.... ceremonialism in th8 northern hemisphere, Am. AniAroJlfJWgW, 
'1926). The Iroquois distinguish de~niUl symptoIll!l of bear ,icknesa. 
OeeasionaUy a "Xlman became posstSSed of a bear when the !lOcidy 
appeued publicly at the Midwinter Festi"al, or at some fBmily riUl. 
Victima manifcst great atrength that two men have diffiewty with. 
etraining, and they grunt and anon between closed teoth. A dose of 
berry juioo or the s,m,,', sprayed at the patient hrings release. There 
is a famoue OOIle of a little WOman of eeucely 100 pound. who in 
poseession clamped her teeth on l1. tin epoon, eoUapaing the bowl 
complewly. 

Berry juice, native tobacco to invoke the BeaNlprnt, mush, and the 
Wl1.ter drum e..... the only properties. The lone singer straddles the 
bench whioh elso holds a pail of mashed huoklebetries or blackberrioo. 
The dancors chug around the '<>eneh, and as the ~ingle column pMSOO 
the conductor eecll dancor tll.koo a puff from 1\ mort pipe which he 
holdll out. Thon they go for the juieo to drink and spray the princi­
pal, during which rough hou$O prevails. None but members tab 
put, although a wholo lineage mey oelehre.t6 the rito togetbor, such 
rites coming thick and rast at Midwinter. Participanu ,neeive a 
Ilhare of mush to eat or take home. 

Recordings of Boer Danee from Onondaga ef Six Nations have 
Seneca words. The Seneca aeoribe iU origin to the edventure of an 
unwanted swpson intentione.lly lost on a hunting trip who was 
abduoted by a she-be&!'. In 4 years' residonco he dis«weroo thet 
bears speak Son""a, they live in mawrnal famili~, and the mother­
bear brough~ him hominy and berry jui06 from fOMtII atwndoo in the 
boy's village. Discovered by hun~rs end moued, the bero I'(\turnoo 
home to his mother, the wicked etepfather having died, end related 
his edvonture. Mother-bear 8ub'lO'luenl.ly appearod to him ill & 

dres.m, instructing bim to hold Bear Danco annually. 

6A. B~.. So"o 
nyogwol' oenon' 

Spoken 1001\: nyagwol' ouon' 

._
nN''''''', eOJ:o.d'noodon' en,..ad.nO't<lodaal. 

Bea' "'OJ: tbll time 1"";11 ,jns Ib.1 yon .olI may
ho.r It. 

I. nonhlyo ....S"}'O;..~:I  InlroduolCt1 ",op' ...blle 1<""", end "",,,,,bo,.. may 
(11<» (.....) adlXlio"le. . bert)' lui"" 1.0 I"'I~O\,  or 1»1"&1 tho

~.  "'cya .ohiy.:1 
...hlyo yo' 00:1 
nehlyo neblyo:1 end "'J'O.I ...bcle 



3. hohiyoho hlyohoo
 
hlblyohlyoho:] hai y<:n" (ond) D""... boglna.
 

f.	 h.yo....,.. nonhiyo:] ""I y,n" (ond) 
6.	 py.,..,wo y&bo·ob ~ hal yoh (ond) 
G.	 y.ht1>..no·oye y.h no·oy..:] wi hi (.00.) 
7.	 yabo n1yo yol><,..."lyo:1
 

SOy.b o.Iyo yoho...nJyo:] hoi yeb (..d)
 
6.	 y.....y.wi,.. yoho~'wiyo
 

goy.<I1)'<O y.boyniye:l ..ih hlh (000.)
 
9.	 "". ""...Db jigwliy<':) hoi:r<h 

Co"", "0'" ."ip 11>0 h!lOh.. 
TI>o 1><.".,ln6 I><"i", gUhI ,I>< bT...~ ...nd ."ipo tho", ..-I'h hi< p..... 
Th. Soclo'y no"" ,.to th" ho"lo. p,ovid'd hy tho '1>0_', Ihlo eong I><lo!!" 
• olgnol for "'" condu.to, «> pi... lho poll .n tho olng.... bon,h; "Ho 
now ,Irlp lho b••noho," lo tho ,lg.OI (0' lho dou.." to po,take. 

10.	 woh.· WOO"'" Sing<r 
so~.n1n' goy.nioo goy.nino 
l'I'lhlhl goy.ooh. 
"':hihl goy.........:] 
g...oha ....eh.. 5'~" 

y<>w:an·no.nhlyo:] "". b. (ond) ADlipllon.ol. donoo 
(yo....n· non; hiyo) unlU \hey th•. 

il. gono~hlyo b.....".;] 5."4<' 
y.bi· I hi h..,."" D. C. wjth'UI"'~, a"d "pOat Ioholo. 

yo........·n'n hly<>
 
habiyo; hlyo:] hal AntlphonOl' leador and don........ho Imlt.ole be.or.
 

bl.wlo& hul~ hulb. (ete.). 

58. Faa DA>lCl' (gend~'), Or ""V9<'I"'l', "mooeuin." 

Albert Jones (Drummer) and Cbaunuy Johnny John (raUIs) 

Rooorde<l .t lhe Fi..1 Conto.." " 1""'1uo1. _roh, Red B._, N. Y.. 
Octo'oo•• I1H6. Eooh olng" l>ot hlo " eo~. 
I.	 y. h. h.' ...""n no'o' yeo wlly. h.·.h 

1>0 non n.n· yo wily.' ho' .h:1 f U",.. 
boY" b:] D. C. (••0. d.""".. tum) hoy. hoho (end). 

2.	 py....".ino·.· •• y<lwonlno~ 3 lioneo, twice .....put 
....y<l. h. y ·."I".:] :) 

3.	 yO....byoohoo y ""y.lIo ""y.h.:]3 
b' y. b' yo :) 
yowo' byollo 0 h.yoh.:] D. C with fnw"," TepeOta. 

f.	 pyo........o·" 0 yo ".n" ']3
 
!Ie)" ha "" yO ""no:] D. C. oud "PO'I "'hole. 

5..... py.'!Ie h" ....·byo:1 
.. h." 
" he'.nho" 
"	 ho "D. C. hoy. hO (000.) 

G.	 pyO'01.. pyOwl.. wiyo ho:] (0"" .."",nd tI"'o) 
pYO.... h. yo goyO'" !Ie yo:] f D. C. hey.hO (ond) 

1. 6".... b.·yo MOo,,' hey.:1 ($.nd ",po.l) 100 (0.0.). 

"
 




