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Th is series of long- playing records of No rth Ame rican Ind ian 
music is presented as a living monument and memorial to t he 
American Indian and his sp iri tual culture. In thi s rich coll ection are 
ref lected the inne r thoughts and fee ling of a peop le, every aspect of 
whose life finds its exa lted and idea li zed express ion in song. Here 
are chanted prayers addressed to the Supe rnatu ra l fo r the maki ng 
of rain, the curing of the sick, success in wa r and on the hunt. H ere 
are songs from the Gi rl's Pube rty Ce remony ce lebrating the great 
mystery of "a gi rI becomes a woman," a phenomenon of nature 
fraug ht with powe rful supe rnatural forces. He re a re love songs of 
the most inti ma te, personal nature, played on the native f lute, lulla­
bys ca ress ingly sung by grandmothers to the ir grandbabies, legends 
and songs with which grandpa rents ente rtai ned the chil d ren during 
long winte r even ings, and gambling ga me songs w ith t he ir infect ious 
rhythms, whi ch create and refl ect a socia l atmosphe re cha rged with 
exc itement. T he range of emot ional express ion of th is music is as 
broad as life itse lf . 

The co ll ecting of this music and its subsequent issuance in rec­
ord form through the li bra ry of Congress are due to t he imagina t ion 
a'nd human unde rstand ing of Dr. W il la rd W. Beatty, Di rec to r of Edu ­
cation of the Burea u of Indi an Affairs from 1936 to 195 1. Kee nly 
sens iti ve to the bea uty of Indi an a rt and its s ign ifi cance in the li fe of 
t he peopl e, Dr. Bea tty recogn ized t he fact that I nd ian m usic is not a 
relk: of a dead past but 2 vital, dynamic force function ing in con­
temporary Indian life. It was on ly natura l tha t h is program, wh ich 
rega rded education as someth ing more than preparation for earn ing 
a living, should have incl uded music, that medi um th rough which 
the Indian expresses h imse lf so natural ly and e loquent ly. 

The songs prese nted in t h is se ries have been recorded by 
s inge rs whose special ized sk ill and mus ica l ta lent a re recognized 
and respected by the ir fe llow tri besmen. Th is mate ria l, issued by 
arrangement wi th and pe rm iss ion of the singers, is musically stimu­
lati ng and sati sfying as we ll as eth nolog ica lly inte rest ing. In at­
temptin g to give proper representat ion to the many dive rse cu ltu res 
of the " f irst Ame ri ca ns," examples of the old music, sacred and 
secula r, as we ll as the modern songs have been included. Any omi s­
sions are unintentiona l and due to the limitations of t ime and funds. 
It is hoped that t he interest st imula ted by t hese records will make 
poss ib le the cont inued collecti ng and study of th is e lusive a rt . 

W ILLARD RHODES, Associate Professor of Music , Co lumbia Unive rsi ty. 



LIST OF SONGS 


SIDE A 

AFS L37 

Title Singer 

A 1 Songs of the Delaware Big House James Jackson and James H. Thompson 

A2 Delaware Peyote Songs Charlton l. Wilson 

A3 Delowore War Dance Song Willie Thomas 

A4 Cherokee lullaby Tom Handle 

AS Cherokee Stomp Donce Songs Tom Hand le 

A6 Cherokee Christian Hym n Che:"okee Singers 

SIDE B 

81 Cherokee Horse Dance Song Tom Handle 

B2 Cherokee Quail Donce Song Tom Handle 

83 Cherokee Pumpkin Donce Song Tom Handle 

84 Choctaw Hymn Choctaw Singers 

85 Creek Ba ll Game Song5 Creek Singers 

B6 Creek Lullaby Amanda Wesley 

87 Creek Counting Song Victor and Amanda Wesley 

BB Creek Christian Hymns Morcellus Williams, leader 

89 Creek Ribbon Donce Song Amanda Wesley 

810 Creek Stomp Donce Songs John Mulley, leader 

The series of 10 long-ploying reco rds dea ling with the music of the Ameri~ 

can Indian, recorded and edited by Professor Willard Rhodes, include the 

following titles: l34 Northwest (Puget Sound); l35 Kiowa ; l36 Indian Songs 

of Today; l 37 Delaware, Choctaw, Creek, Cherokee; l38 Great Basin: Paiute, 

Washo. Ute. 8anr:.ock, Shoshone.' l 39 Plains: Comanche, Cheyenn2, Kiowa, 

Ccddo, Wichita , Pawnee; l40 Sioux; l41 Navaho; l42 Apache; lO(:; Pueblo: 

Taos. Son Iidefonso, Zuni, Hopi. 




