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City unveils housing 
plan as residents face 
displacement

By Derrick Perkins 

 
 Not quite a month after 
the election, West End resi-
dents Veronica Calzada and 
Hector Pineda sit at their 

table and wonder whether 
affordable housing will be-
come a forgotten issue, dis-
carded on the campaign trail.     
 “They have all of these 
promises, but once they’re in 
office, they ignore us,” said 
Calzada, speaking through a 
translator. “This is the same 
kind of attitude [taken] by 
other city council members 
in the past. They don’t seem 
to care. We are asking that 
they have a more humanitar-

ian attitude.”
 Pineda, president of the 
tenants association, studious-
ly folds and refolds a scrap of 
paper while his wife speaks. 
He occasionally shushes the 
couple’s children when they 
get too noisy playing video 
games in the Beauregard cor-
ridor apartment they have 

shared for about eight years.   
 Since real estate giant 
JBG bought the property, 
rent has risen along with 
everyday fees, Pineda said. 
Residents struggled to make 
ends meet even before city 
officials approved a plan in 
the spring that paves the way 
for the neighborhood’s rede-
velopment.  
 If the increased cost of 

School shows progress as 
federal funding runs out

By melissa quinn 

 

 Despite signs of academic 
improvement at T.C. Williams, 
administrators admit the city’s 
sole public high school remains 
on rocky ground with federal 
funding due to end next year.  
 T.C. earned a “persistently 
lowest achieving school” label 
in 2010 after failing to meet 
the federal Education Depart-
ment’s benchmarks. The clas-
sification meant T.C. ranked 
among the lowest 5 percent of 
schools based on English and 
math Standards of Learning 
test scores. 
 And for the last three years, 
the school has remained on the 

state’s list of lowest-achieving 
schools, receiving a $2 million 
grant to transform test scores 
from below average to stellar.
 “We have this 
school perceived 
as a really great 
place, but the re-
ality is that it just 
wasn’t making 
it,” said Superin-
tendent Morton 
Sherman.
 After the high 
school received 
the embarrassing designation, 
Alexandria City Public Schools 
took several steps — known 
altogether as the T.C. Williams 
transformation — to help the 
institution rise from the ashes. 
ACPS staff replaced the prin-
cipal and partnered students 

with guidance counselors to set 
goals and monitor progress.
 In addition, administrators 
bolstered the English and math 

departments — the two sub-
jects needing substantial im-
provement — with five teach-
ers each. They also created 
learning centers for the sub-
jects and restructured the ad-
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-morton sherman
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affordability 
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WALK THIS WAY Doug Nelson, of the Pipes and Drums of the St. Andrew’s Society of Washing-
ton, D.C., plays the bagpipes at the Scottish Christmas Walk on Saturday. More pHoToS on pAge 14

fiLe Photo
Hector Pineda, who protested the controversial Beauregard plan in 
the spring, worries his family will be among those forced out of the 
neighborhood as rents increase and redevelopment looms. 
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the Weekly Briefing

 Police Chief Earl Cook 
tapped David Huchler to fill 
former Deputy Chief Hassan 
Aden’s shoes last week.
 With more than 21 years 
of police work under his belt, 
Huchler has held positions in 
each of the department’s four 
bureaus, including stints with 
the patrol and criminal investi-
gations units. He also served as 
head of the department’s spe-
cial operations team. 
 Huchler, a graduate of the 
FBI National Academy, holds 
a master’s in public adminis-
tration and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in law enforcement from 
George Mason University.
 His new assignment will 
include overseeing the depart-
ment’s patrol operations bu-
reau. 
 Aden, another longtime 

member of the department, 
left Alexandria last month for 
Greenville, N.C., where he will 
serve as the city’s new police 
chief. 

- Ana Rampy

 Mortgage giant Freddie 
Mac has bestowed local non-
profit New Hope Housing with 
a grant to the tune of $50,000, 
officials said. 
 New Hope Housing, which 
provides support services for 
homeless men, women and 
children, will use the cash in-
fusion for its housing program 
for families in need. Officials 
with the nonprofit announced 
the grant late last month.
 The effort provides long-
term housing for residents and 
families at risk of homeless-
ness, particularly those with 
disability needs, nonprofit of-
ficials said. The group offers 
housing for 14 area families. 

 “With the Freddie Mac 
award, we will provide hous-
ing and services to some of the 
most vulnerable families in our 
community,” said Pamela Mi-
chell, executive director, in a 
statement. “We greatly appre-
ciate this support to continue 
our work to strengthen the 
community.”
 New Hope Housing helped 
more than 1,500 people — in-
cluding more than 250 children 
— in Alexandria, Falls Church 
and Arlington and Fairfax 
counties last year. 

-Ana Rampy

Huchler named new 
deputy police chief 

Freddie Mac backs  
New Hope Housing
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crime
Police Beat

The following incidents occurred between November 28 and December 5.
Lights out at  
Alexandria church
 One or more vandals struck 
Grace Episcopal Church on No-
vember 26, say Alexandria po-
lice, damaging six ground-level, 
low-density lights.
 The lights at the 3600 block 
Russell Road house of worship 
are valued at $500 and lit the 
path leading to the church’s co-
lumbarium, said Jody Donald-
son, department spokesman.
 The vandals likely struck be-
tween 6 p.m. November 25 and 
9 a.m. November 26, authorities 
said. They do not know what was 
used to break the lights. 
 Police do not know of any 
witnesses and do not have de-
scriptions of the vandals. The 
individuals remain at large.

Criminals target 
empty home
 City police say one or more 
vandals took advantage of a va-
cant home on the 800 block of N. 
Quaker Lane late last month.
 Breaking multiple windows 
to get inside, the defilers did not 
take anything, though several 
pieces of furniture remained in 
the home, said Jody Donaldson, 
Alexandria Police Department 
spokesman. They likely struck 
between 11 a.m. November 25 
and 9:30 p.m. November 28.
 The home has been for sale 
for more than a year.  
 There are no known witness-
es, and authorities do not have 
descriptions of the individuals.

Thieves raid car, 
steal cash
 A 1000 block N. Terrill St. 
resident found her unlocked car 
ransacked November 27, say Al-
exandria police.
 The car was parked in front of 
the victim’s home. She believes 
the crime occurred between 1:30 
and 8 a.m., though there were no 
witnesses. The thieves made off 
with cash, police said. 
 Returning to the car, the vic-

tim found papers from the glove 
box strewn about the interior as 
well as clothes from her gym 
bag. She later realized $22 in 
cash was missing, said Jody 
Donaldson, department spokes-
man. 
 No other cars in the area were 
broken into, and nothing else 
from the car was reported miss-
ing. Police have yet to make an 
arrest. 

briefcase, Cds 
missing from  
vehicle
 A West End man found his 
car window smashed and per-
sonal possessions missing No-
vember 26.
 The suspects broke the man’s 
passenger-side front window 
and stole coins, several CDs 
and a briefcase with personal 
documents inside, police said. 
Authorities believe the crime 
occurred between 10 p.m. No-
vember 16 and 3 p.m. November 
26 while the vehicle was on the 
4600 block of Kirkland Place.
 There were no witnesses, and 
police lack suspect descriptions, 
said department spokesman Jody 
Donaldson. The thieves did not 
target any surrounding vehicles, 
he said.  

Police investigate 
similar credit card 
fraud cases
 Alexandria police are inves-
tigating credit card fraud at the 
2700 block of Hemlock Ave. 
after a woman noticed unusual 
purchases on her credit card 
while visiting the bank Novem-
ber 27.
 An unidentified fraudster at-
tempted to buy $25 worth of 
clothes from a New York store’s 
website with the victim’s credit 
card. Police do not know how the 
thief got the card. 
 Whether the case is linked 
with a similar crime on the same 
day likewise remains unknown, 
said Jody Donaldson, depart-
ment spokesmen.

- Melissa Quinn

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. 
The Alexandria Police Department is not required to supply the public at large with 
detailed information on criminal cases.
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City finds no takers to 
operate free transit line

By melissa quinn 

 
 Plans to connect Del Ray 
to Old Town with a free trolley 
have ground to a halt, officials 
say.
 Despite keen interest from 
residents and business owners 
for the free service — an exten-
sion of the King Street Trolley 
— the city has struggled to find 
a company to operate the tran-
sit line. Officials began solicit-
ing contractors 
October 4 and 
held a pre-bid 
meeting for in-
terested parties. 
 But when the 
bidding period 
closed Octo-
ber 31, officials 
found they had 
no takers, said 
s p o k e s m a n 
Tony Castrilli. 
The struggling 
economy likely 
scared off po-
tential compa-
nies, he said.
 Still, officials maintain sev-
eral contractors expressed early  
interest in running the trolley, 
though they have not named the 
companies. 
 Despite the setback, of-
ficials continue to support the 
project and are exploring alter-
natives to ensure the transit line 
gets back on track.
 DASH — which operates 
the King Street line — does 
not have the capacity to take on 
the expansion. But Rich Baier, 
director of transportation ser-
vices, hopes the mass transit 
agency can beef up its Saturday 
and Sunday bus service to Del 
Ray in the meantime. During 
weekends, DASH normally op-
erates on a limited schedule in 
the neighborhood.
 And business leaders like-
wise remain optimistic the city 
can find a solution.

 “We’re hoping to get some-
thing going, but who knows 
how long it will take to get it 
done,” said Maria Wasowski, 
owner of A Show of Hands and 
president of the Del Ray Busi-
ness Association.
 Baier’s staff updated resi-
dents at a meeting in Del Ray 
last week. Officials pitched the 
DASH solution and explored 
alternative fixes with residents 
during the get-together, which 
touched on other transportation 
issues in the neighborhood.
 “We want to get a trolley 

service out there, the businesses 
and residents want it out there, 
but we have to find someone 
willing to offer the service and 
provide it,” Baier said.
 He said they also consid-
ered issuing a second request 
for vendors — and residents 
responded favorably to this op-
tion.
  Del Ray residents hope the 
trolley service will increase 
foot traffic by bringing tourists 
and visitors from Old Town to 
the neighborhood, as well as 
into their restaurants and shops. 
 “It would make the whole 
business district here accessible 
to tourists, new customers and 
people from Old Town,” Wa-
sowski said. “There are a lot 
of restaurants and shops that 
people don’t know are here.” 

Del Ray Trolley 
hits speed bump

alexanDria, this is 
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fiLe Photo
Despite interest from Del Ray residents and 
businesses, the city has postponed running 
the free trolley following a lack of interest from 
contractors.
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living doesn’t force them out, 
the new development outlined 
in the controversial Beaure-
gard small area plan will, Pine-
da said. 
 City planners, working 
with the area’s major property 
owners, envision more open 
space, retail opportunities and 
traffic upgrades in exchange 
for increased density. But rede-
velopment also will mean the 
displacement of thousands — 
perhaps tens of thousands — of 
residents.  
 Estimates vary depending 
on who provides the figures. 
Officials admit redevelopment 
will push out as many as 2,500 
residents during a 30-year peri-
od but ultimately will preserve 
upward of 1,400 affordable 
apartments. Critics contend 
around 10,000 neighborhood 
residents will be forced out of 

the corridor. 
 At stake is one of the last 
bastions of naturally affordable 
housing in the city. In 2001, 
Alexandria was home to about 
18,000 apartments deemed af-
fordable — attainable by a fam-
ily making 60 percent or less of 
the region’s median income — 
but the supply has dwindled to 
around 5,600 units this year. 
 The Beauregard debate 
highlighted the city’s delicate 
balancing act to preserve af-
fordable housing. By offering 
incentives — like increased 
density — officials secured 
apartments for low-income res-
idents. Those same units might 
disappear if landowners opted 
for by-right redevelopment, 
which officials have little to no 
control over. 
 “Development is going to 
occur if we do nothing or if we 
adopt this plan,” said Mary Ly-
man of the planning commis-
sion in May. “The city is very 
limited in what it can do.”

Affordable housing totals only 5,600 units
housing 
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City officials describe any efforts to preserve affordable housing at this point as playing catch up. Even as 
they release a new housing master plan, there is concern another of the city’s last naturally affordable 
complexes – Hunting Towers – will disappear in the coming years. 
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 Pineda understands the 
mayor — or any member of 
the city government — can’t 
simply snap a finger and create 
affordable housing or prevent 
neighborhood redevelopment. 
 But they could try harder, 
he said. 
 “Where [is] the local gov-
ernment ... to protect this com-
munity? I know they can’t do 
whatever they want, but they 
can also ask [for more],” Pine-
da said. “Let’s work together.”
 While the Beauregard cor-
ridor debate forced the issue 
of affordable housing — and 
the lack thereof — into the 
city council and mayoral de-
bates, Calzada and Pineda 
worry newly elected and re-
elected officials will forget 
about affordable housing and 
the neighborhood. 
 “As residents, as human 
beings, we’re fighting for 
something that belongs to us,” 
Calzada said. “We live in this 
city; we pay our taxes here. I 
don’t want to move. I want to 
live here.”

PLAyINg CATCH-uP

 Though they have faced the 
brunt of resident criticism for 
fostering redevelopment, city 
officials recognize the loss of 
affordable housing — natural 
and subsidized — in Alexan-
dria. 
 They unveiled a multi-
pronged strategy to staunch the 
bleeding Friday, the culmina-
tion of a years-long effort to 
draft a comprehensive housing 
plan. The blueprint calls for — 
among other initiatives — a 
mix of incentives for private 
developers to set aside afford-
able units; teaming with Al-
exandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority and local 
nonprofits to rehabilitate units 
and fund new construction 
projects; and loans and finan-
cial counseling for residents. 
 But rebuilding Alexandria’s 
affordable housing supply will 
take time, said Mildrilyn Da-
vis, director of the office of 
housing. 
 “One of the problems is 

that the market-rate afford-
able units, which we have no 
control over, have really been 
dwindling,” she said. “Any-
thing we do, we’re playing 
catch-up. ... We’re hoping to 
preserve what’s already there.”
 A redevelopment project 
spearheaded by Arlington-
based AHC Inc. on East Reed 
Avenue represents a lone 
bright spot. City Hall agreed to 
give the nonprofit a $250,000 
loan in October, which will 
go toward erecting a 77-unit 
building — the largest infusion 
of affordable housing in recent 
memory.
 The loan, which will only 
be paid back if the project suc-
ceeds, is a tactic the housing 
plan encourages, Davis said.
 But officials learned about 
the potential sale of Hunting 
Towers — another bastion of 
naturally affordable housing 
— the same week that AHC’s 
project went before the plan-
ning commission. While re-
development of the riverside 
complex remains unlikely, new 

owners could raise rents, offi-
cials warned when news broke 
about a buyer. 
 There’s little time to protect 
affordable housing in those 
shoreline buildings, Davis said, 
but given the lengthy schedule 
to redevelop the Beauregard 
corridor, opportunities to help 
residents may arise.
 “Beauregard is going to 
play out over a very long pe-
riod of time, and there may be 
some things in this plan that 
will result in more units that 
will [serve as] a replacement 
housing resource for some 
of those people,” she said. 
“We’re also working sepa-
rately on Beauregard. Hunt-
ing Towers, we don’t know 
yet what precisely is going to 
happen, but we certainly will 
want to be involved in finding 
a solution.”

OrgANIzINg FOr  
THE FuTurE

 City officials, Davis among 
them, will host a series of town 

hall meetings to get the public’s 
reactions to the affordable hous-
ing blueprint, beginning early 
next year. But Calzada, Pineda 
and their neighbors want to 
keep the issue — and the plight 
of Beauregard residents — in 
the spotlight.
 Joined by their neighbors, 
the West End couple protested 
outside of a Commercial Real 
Estate Association event in 
Washington honoring JBG in 
October. During the lead-up to 
the election, tenants handed out 
fliers at debates and forums, 
highlighting their struggle.
 And they have more dem-
onstrations planned, including 
an event Monday to coincide 
with Human Rights Day. The 
situation is growing desperate, 
Pineda said. 
 “We want to enjoy the new 
area — the new schools, the 
new fire station. I see the fu-
ture, but I don’t think the fu-
ture is for this community,” 
he said. “The community that 
lives here, I don’t think there is 
a future for our community.”
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Boost Your Immune System Now! 
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Dear Hobie & Monk,

 I have a colleague who 
promised to bake me a 
pound cake after I did a re-
ally big favor for her. She 
told me how happy she was 
to bake it because she so ap-
preciated the favor. She even 
asked me what kind of icing 
I wanted. I was really look-
ing forward to it.
 Well, she never baked 
it, and when I asked about 
it, she blew me off. Then 
she came to me and told me 
this big story about how she 
baked one but it burned, so 
she would bake another one 
as soon as she returned from 
her vacation. Now she’s back 
and acts like she never heard 
the words “pound cake.” I 
have developed some bad 
feelings over this, and I have 

to work with this person ev-
ery day. I don’t know what to 
do: Should I say nothing or 
remind her?    

- Broken Promises

Monk: This is serious. As a 
fellow pound cake lover — 
OK, dessert lover — I totally 
empathize with your sense of 
dessert expectation and loss. 
(Did you specify lemon ic-
ing?) Even more disappoint-
ing than the big cake bake 
fake is that after supporting 
your colleague, she let you 
down. Favors and gestures of 
appreciation are time-honored 
currencies of friendship, and 
you have been short-changed. 
 Your first decision: Is this a 
colleague or a friend? The dis-
tinction is important, because 

if you see your work associ-
ate as a colleague (and no real 
friend potential), this is about 
a cake. If you consider her a 
friend, this is about a relation-
ship and a cake.  
 Let’s assume you value the 
relationship at least as much 

as the cake. In this case, it’s 
important to note that your 
colleague gets the connection 
between “really big favor” and 
“expression of appreciation” 
because she promised the 
(frosted!) pound cake. What 
appears to be lacking is con-

viction and the ability to fol-
low through. Good intentions 
do not equal results. 
 You also know that in re-
sponse to your rather direct re-
minder, she blew you off with 
stories of burnt offerings. Re-

The case of the  
forgotten pound cake

Hobie and Monk are two Alexandria women with husbands, children, dogs, jobs, mortgages, unmet 
New Year’s resolutions, obsessions with impractical shoes, English novels … and Ph.D.s in clinical 
psychology. Their advice, while fabulous, should not be construed as therapeutic within a doctor-
patient context or substituted for the advice of readers’ personal advisors.

SEE hoBie & monk | 19



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM    dECEMbEr 6, 2012 | 9 

Who cares?
We Do.

email comments, rants & raves 
to letters@alextimes.com.

SEE Jefferson-houston | 11

$35.9 million building to 
open in 2014

By melissa quinn 

 

 Despite opposition from 
neighbors, plans to rebuild the 
Jefferson-Houston School re-
ceived a unanimous go-ahead 
from the planning commission 
Tuesday night.
 Alexandria City Public 
Schools officials began plan-
ning for a new building in 
2009 after seeing Jefferson-
Houston’s mounting mainte-
nance costs. During the next 
20 years, the school would cost 
about $12.7 million to upkeep, 
according to district officials.
 When finished, the 
130,000-square-foot school 
will house 610 to 750 students 
— a substantial increase from 
the 364 children attending Jef-
ferson-Houston. The L-shaped 
building will boast an athletic 
field made of synthetic turf, 

state-of-the-art classrooms and 
new playgrounds. 
 Officials also hope to make 
substantial improvements to 
the Durant Center, which sits 
on the school’s property. 
 “This process will serve 

as a model for future school 
projects and address a rising 
school population,” said Mark 
Eisenhour, Jefferson-Hous-
ton’s principal on assignment. 

Planning commission OKs 
new Jefferson-Houston

fiLe Photo
The new school will cost $35.9 million and accommodate up to 750 
students. Staff expect the building to be completed by 2014.
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ministration to include deans 
for each grade.  
 “The difference in the 
school is that all children are 
important, and all children can 
learn,” said Principal Suzanne 
Maxey. “It is no longer good 
enough to serve one section of 
the population. Every child is 
important.”
 Maxey and her team cre-
ated five focus areas as part 
of the transformation: indi-
vidual achievement plans, 
professional learning plans, 
student achievement goals, 
school support structures and 
external partners. Each was 
designed to analyze perfor-
mance on standardized tests 
and offer resources for im-
provement. 
 But a few have been slow 
to embrace the transforma-
tion.
 “Every aspect of T.C. we 
want to make excellent, and 
for some folks, students and 
staff, that’s not been the yard-
stick they use for whatever 
reason,” she said. “That’s 
very hard. It’s been incredibly 
challenging.”
 All programs funded by 
the grant became part of the 
transformation — and the 
administration and school 
board hoped to see substantial 
change. Last month, Maxey 
and Sherman received word 
that the plan was working.
 According to a report by 
Hanover Research, students 
have improved substantially 
in English and math, meeting 
federal benchmarks for the first 
time last year. Additionally, 
the number of students taking 
advanced placement classes 
and the SAT jumped while the 
school’s dropout rate fell.  
 We’ve turned the corner, 
Sherman said.
 “I think that T.C. Williams 
is entering a bronze stage,” he 
said. “It’s not yet silver and it’s 
not yet gold, and so the ques-
tion ... we’re dealing with is 
whether or not T.C. Williams 
has ever had a golden age.”
 Despite T.C.’s hard-earned 

success, though, a challenge 
remains for officials: Federal 
funding for many of the new 
initiatives dries up at the end 
of the school year, putting the 
future of many programs at 
risk.
 “All initiatives are on the 
chopping block,” Sherman 
said. 
 But administrators are toy-
ing with the idea of increasing 
the school’s operating budget, 
compensating for the loss of 

federal dollars and saving ini-
tiatives with proven records of 
success. 
 The district has yet to make 
a final decision, and Sherman 
has asked T.C.’s staff for sug-
gestions on what to keep. He 
will put together a proposal 
for the budget after receiving 
recommendations — though 
he insinuated replacing the 
full amount of the grant with 
local dollars in the fiscal 2014 
budget.
 “I look at $2 million a little 
differently,” he said at a school 
board work session last week. 
“It’s like a military surge. ... 
But guess what? It worked. 
So now we’re going to pull it 
out before our work is done? I 
don’t think so.” 

transformation 

FRoM | 1

With the Kohler Class Five 
Flushing system a 1.28-gallon 
flush provides significant water savings of 
up to 16,500 gallons per year, compared 
to a 3.5-gallon toilet, without sacrificing 
performance.

www.ca ffi plu m b i n g.co m

service@cafficontracting.com
www.facebook.com/cafficontracting

take advantage of this special price and own one  
of the best toilets on the market today!

Call us today! 

703.836.6775

Elongated 

$579
iNstallEd

Round Front 

$479
iNstallEd  

K o h l e r  C i m a r r o n  
C o m f o r t  H e i g h t  T o i l e t

Limited Time Offer  is good thro
ug

h 12/15/12

i look 
at $2 

million a little 
differently. it’s 
like a military 
surge. ... But 
guess what? it 
worked. so now 
we’re going 
to pull it out 
before our work 
is done? i don’t 
think so.”
-morton sherman

acPs superintendent

E M A I L T O D A Y

letters@alextimes.com
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Christmas Dinner ~ Complete Family dinners for 2, 4 or more.
Three Ring Circus ~ Cheese & Charcuterie Platters

Wine Packs (4 or 6 bottles) Cases receive 10% (for the love it)
Gifts for the Foodies in Your Life • Visit our new e-shoppe: store.societyfair.net

703-683-3247 (FAIR)

Christmas at the Fair!

Society Fair is a boutique emporium of epicurean delight ~ 
Where everything we do is Devoted to Food.™

decision delayed until 
February

By melissa quinn 

 

 Officials have deferred address-
ing the sewer master plan — a pro-
posal with the potential to increase 
fees — for the second time in as 
many years.
 On Tuesday, the planning com-
mission tabled the proposal until 
February. Officials want to give 
residents more time to examine the 
document, said Rich Baier, director 
of transportation and environmental 
services. 
 “It’s difficult to get people into 
these master plans that don’t in-
volve development,” said Baier. 
“We want people understanding and 
supportive of the infrastructure.”
 His staff drew up the plan to 
address projected wastewater flow 
changes and identify upgrades to 

the city’s sewer infrastructure. 
 As is, the plan would raise user 
fees from $1.25 per 1,000 gallons 
of water used per household to as 
much as $2.29. The extra revenue 
would be earmarked for the sewer 
system. 
 Though fees could be raised by 
more than $1, residents would not 
see a price hike until at least 2015. 
Residents also face an increase in 
connection fees — though those are 
usually one-time-only costs. 
 City staff has proposed alterna-
tives to generate revenue, including 
tying fees into development proj-
ects.
 Given the document’s size — 
202 pages — Baier hopes residents 
will take advantage of the extra time 
and read it. Officials also have set 
aside December 17 for a public 
meeting on the proposal at the Du-
rant Center.

Commission passes  
on sewer plan, fees

 
 
 
 

 But several neighbors 
worried about how the site 
will fit into the historic 
Parker-Gray district and 
whether the new school 
will increase traffic. Oth-
ers criticized the city for 
failing to engage the com-
munity in the project’s 
early stages. 
 “It has become less and 
less [acceptable] to the 
people … who will have 
to live with it day in and 
day out, 24/7, when school 

is in session and when it 
isn’t,” said Dino Drudi, a 
neighbor.  
 Others stressed Jeffer-
son-Houston’s recent loss 
of accreditation, arguing a 
new school will do little to 
improve the students’ test 
scores — the reason be-
hind the downgrade. 
 “Schools don’t take 
tests, the students do,” 
said Ralph Timmons. “I 
doubt very seriously a new 
school building is going to 
affect the tests one way or 
another.” 
 However, several 
school board members in 

attendance reiterated their 
approval of the project. 
The board voted unani-
mously to approve the 
plan, Chairwoman Sheryl 
Gorsuch reminded the au-
dience.
 “I am confident we are 
moving down the right 
path,” said School Board 
Vice Chairwoman Helen 
Morris.
 If the estimated $35.9 
million project receives 
city council’s blessing, the 
building could be finished 
in time for the 2014-15 
school year.

Jefferson-houston 
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Photo/Mike anderSon 

pArAde of LIgHTS Alexandria’s Potomac shoreline blazed with 
festive colors Saturday evening as more than 40 decorated boats made 
their way up and down the river. Judges handed out a slew of awards, 
including most spirited crew, most animated and “thinking outside the 
Christmas box,” to the crews.
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scene arounD toWn

By JorDan Wright 

 Riddle me this: Do goose 
bumps get goose bumps? 
Well, yes, if Nova Payton is 
singing her pipes out.
	 Payton	 plays	 Effie	 White	
in Signature Theatre’s pro-
duction of “Dreamgirls” — a 
career-establishing role made 
famous by Jennifer Hudson 
in	the	Broadway	and	film	ver-
sions. 
 So there’s a lot on the line.  
 Payton not only nails it, but 
also makes the role her own in 
songs like the poignant “I Am 
Changing” and the earthshak-
ing “I’m Not Going.” I prom-
ise the powerful vocals, mus-

cular hepcat and cool-kitty 
dancing, and lavish costumes 
won’t disappoint.  
 There is so much to like 
that it’s hard to pinpoint why 
some	 moments	 seem	 flat.		
Here’s a show with a theatri-
cal pedigree — evidenced by 
six Tony Awards — a cast 
brimming with talent and a 
plot tear-drenching enough 
to melt the hardest heart. So 
what’s wrong with it? Not 
much, but we’ll get to that.  
 The story centers on a 
black girl group from Chi-
cago and their meteoric rise 
to fame and fortune. You’ll 
immediately recognize them 
as The Supremes, and though 

the	 story	 is	 legally	 defined	
as “loosely based on them,” 
there are too many parallels to 
count.  
 The three women, known 
as the Dreamettes, start out 
as runners-up in a rigged tal-
ent show at the Apollo Theater 
but soon are urged to tour as 
backup singers for the velvet-
voiced, slick-dancing, ego-
centric singer Jimmy Early, 
brilliantly played by Cedric 
Neal.  
 “I don’t do oohs and aahs,” 
Effie	 complains,	 though	 her	
partners, Deena Jones (Shayla 
Simmons) and Lorrell Rob-
inson (Crystal Joy), quickly 
overrule her, and they hit the 

road. As the women rocket to 
superstardom, they go through 
a series of business challeng-
es, jealousies, diva meltdowns 
and heartbreaks.  
 Costume designer Frank 
Labovitz chronicles the trio’s 
ascent with gorgeous electric-
hued gowns that increase in 
fabulousness with miles of 
chiffon and Lurex stitched 
with tons of ostrich feathers, 
spangles and sequins. As for 
the menswear, shiny sharkskin 
suits	neatly	define	the	times.		
 The show is set in the ear-
ly ’60s, an era when the pop 
charts were controlled by big 

SEE Dreamgirls | 21

Photo/ ChriStoPher MueLLer
Deena Jones (Shayla Simmons), center, takes the lead, supported by Effie White (Nova Y. Payton), left, and Lorrell Robinson (Crystal Joy) during one of several glitzy musical numbers 
in Signature Theatre’s “Dreamgirls.” The show runs through January 13. 

Relive the glamour and glory of Motown

‘dreamgirls’ 
arrives in a 

whirlwind 
of song and 

dance
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now to December 23

SAnTA CLAUS In oLd ToWn 
Santa and Mrs. Claus are back in Old 
Town to take pictures with children and 
find out who was naughty or nice. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 
noon to 5 p.m. Sundays
Location: Bike and Roll Alexandria, 1 
Wales Alley
Information: 703-501-6289 or old-
townboutiquedistrict.com

now to December 25

CHrISTMAS ATTIC’S HoLI-
dAY AdVenT ArT eVenT The 
Christmas Attic has partnered with 
area schools, churches and community 
groups to help produce illuminated 
canvases of art in each of the store’s 
windows or on the brick of the building. 
Each day at sundown, the store will 
reveal advent art featuring a variety of 
local holiday creations.
Time: Sundown
Location: Christmas Attic, 125 S. 
Union St.
Information: 703-548-2829 or www.
christmasattic.com

now to December 31

MArSHALL HoUSe InCIdenT 
eXHIBITIon The deaths of Union 
Col. Elmer Ellsworth and secessionist 
James Jackson at the Marshall House 
Hotel along King Street during the 
Federal occupation of Alexandria on 
May 24, 1861, stirred patriotic fervor 
in the north and south. This exhibit at 
Fort Ward features objects from the 
museum collection — like a star from 
the flag which had flown over Marshall 
House and loan items from the Mary 
Custis Lee chapter of the Daughters of 
the Confederacy — to tell this notable 
story about the event that launched 
the Civil War in Alexandria. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Fort Ward Museum, 4301 
W. Braddock Road
Information: 703-746-4848 or www.
fortward.org

oCCUpIed CITY: LIfe In CIVIL 
WAr ALeXAndrIA eXHIBI-
TIon This exhibition examines life 
in an American town seized and held 
by its federal government, following 
Virginia’s decision to secede from the 
Union in May 1861. Explore the experi-
ences of Alexandrians and others who 
lived here during this tumultuous time 
through their words, as well as period 
photographs and collections items. 
Suggested admission is $2.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: The Lyceum, 201 S. Wash-
ington St.
Information: 703-746-4994 or www.
alexandriahistory.org

AfrICAn enCoUnTerS: 
CoAST To CoAST eXHIBITIon 
The Alexandria Black History Museum 
presents this exhibition, in which artist 
Kathleen Stafford explores the land-
scape, architecture and people of Africa. 
She provides a kaleidoscope of variety 
and color for the eye with watercolors 
and collagraph print. The exhibition is 
free. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday
Location: Alexandria Black History 
Museum, 902 Wythe St.
Information: www.alexblackhistory.org

December 6

BUSIneSS of BASeBALL 
eVenT Join the front office of the 
Washington Nationals for a behind-the-

scenes look at the nuances of running 
a Major League Baseball franchise. The 
event costs $45 for Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce members and $65 for 
nonmembers.
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Hilton Mark Center, 5000 
Seminary Road
Information: alexchamber.com

LgBTQ TASK forCe CeL-
eBrATeS 5 YeArS The LGBTQ 
Task Force will recognize community 
leaders who have made a commitment 
to creating safe and inclusive services 
for all people in Alexandria. There also 
will be food at this free event.
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall, 301 King St.
Information: Contact Erika Kleiner 
at 202-277-8439 or erika.kleiner@
alexandriava.gov

ALeXAndrIA generAL AS-
SeMBLY deLegATIon HeAr-
Ing The Alexandria chapter of the 
League of Women Voters will sponsor 
this public hearing with members of the 

Alexandria General Assembly delegation. 
Sens. George Barker, Adam Ebbin and 
Richard Saslaw will join with Delegates 
Charniele Herring and Rob Krupicka to 
listen to constituents’ suggestions on pri-
orities for the 2013 legislative session. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: City Hall, 301 King St.
Information: Contact Sam Bosch at 
district30@senate.virginia.gov

MUSICAL TrIBUTe To 2013 
LIVIng LegendS The musical 
tribute at Northern Virginia Community 
College’s winter concert will introduce 
the 2013 Living Legends of Alexandria 
nominees. The concert is free.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Rachel M. Schlesinger Hall, 
3001 N. Beauregard St.
Information: Contact Nina Tisara at 
ninat@ninatisara.com

calenDar of 
events

To have your event con-
sidered for our calendar 

listings, please email 
events@alextimes.com. 
You can also post your 

event directly to our 
online calendar by visiting 

www.alextimes.com.

SEE calenDar | 20

The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria • 703-683-0496 • www.thelittletheatre.com

A Christmas Carol      11/30 - 12/16
LTA rings in the holiday season with a return of the classic 
by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly Victorian 
humbug, travels with ghostly guides through Christmas past, 
present, and future to find the true meaning of the holidays. 
Complete with special effects, Victorian carols, and Tiny Tim,  
A Christmas Carol is a must for the entire family.

GET TICKETS AND SHOWTIMES AT
PlayingForKeepsMovie.com

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS

“‘Playing for Keeps’ will warm your heart
and make you fall in love again and again.

Gerard Butler is one of the sexiest romantic
leading men in Hollywood.”

“‘Playing for Keeps’ will warm your heart
and make you fall in love again and again.

Gerard Butler is one of the sexiest romantic
leading men in Hollywood.”

– Maria Salas, WFUN-TV

STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7
IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

WASHINGTON SUBURBAN PRESS      2col (3.55”) x 7”       FRI 12/7

Happy Holidays
from everyone at

Kings’Jewelry

Family owned and operated for over 55 years!
703-549-1100        KingsJewelry.NET

Store hours extended beginning 
December 13th until 8 pm Mon-Fri. 

Closed Sundays

609 King Street          Old Town AlexandriaB
E
A
U
T
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A
L
U
E

QUALITY INTEGRITY
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Collins Speed, 2, gets a ride from her father, 
Gordon Speed. They joined in the Junior Friends 
of the Campagna Center’s group with her mother 
Kim and sister, Raleigh, 8. Kim Speed is on the 
center’s board.

Even Santa joined in, playing his own set of pipes. Right, Carlie 
Bair, 3, pets a grouse terrier who walked with the Famous Grouse 

Border Terrier Association. The youngster came with her mother 
Ellie Bair of Hanover, Penn.

Mayor Bill Euille got into Saturdays fes-
tivities, donning a kilt for the annual 
stroll with Vice Mayor Kerry Donley, 
left, and other city council members.

Lauren Brenzo, right, and a 
fellow violinist march with The 

Celtic Society of Southern 
Maryland.

Metro 
Behavioral 

health 
ServiceS, llc

6177 Grovedale Court 
Suite 100, Alexandria, VA  

Phone  (703)924-2370    
Fax  (703)924-2374
gebzebro@metrobehav-
ioralhealthservices.com

woldegiorgis@yahoo.com

Gebrehana W Zebro, MD,  
MBA, FAPA, FACP
Board certified psychiatrist, 
Board Certified Internist

Providing integrative 
psychiatric services to 
adolescents (ages 12 & up), 
adults, and elderly patients. 
High quality health care for 
common and complicated 
psychiatric illnesses, 
alcohol, opiate or narcotics, 
tobacco, and cyber and  
any addictions.  

We also treat most common 
medical problems.
Accepting Virginia Medicaid, 
Medicare, Tricare, self-pay based on 
sliding scale mode. We accept most 
commercial insurances. We accept 
new patients and the average wait 
period is one week.

Alexandria’s  

SCOTTISH WALk
The cry of bagpipes echoed across Old Town 
once again Saturday as the city put its Scot-
tish heritage on display for the 42nd year in 

a row. The Campagna Center teamed up with 
the Scottish government for the two-day cel-
ebration, which included food tastings, con-
certs, a children’s party and, of course, the 

Scottish Walk Parade.  Photos by Laura Sikes
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Wow your friends and family 
with these amazing presents

  This week we check out the 
presents that make people ex-
claim, “Oh, wow!” Alexandria 
shops offer a variety of these in-
spiring gifts, and they don’t neces-
sarily have to break the bank. 
 Flowers and fruit baskets from 
Conklyn’s Florists always delight 
recipients. The 2100 Jefferson Da-
vis Highway shop is well worth a 
visit, but customers also can go to 
www.conklyns.com and see the 
breadth	 and	 depth	 of	 the	 floral,	
fruit and gift options. Conklyn’s 
also	sends	flowers	and	fruit	almost	
anywhere in the United States, so 
call 703-299-9000 for more infor-
mation.
 Society Fair offers a far more 
extravagant food-related present 

— the Arbiters of Taste — a din-
ner demo for 10 friends or family 
members. For $3,500, join Eat-
GoodFood Group’s Chef Cathal 
Armstrong and bartender extraor-
dinaire Todd Thrasher for an ex-
ceptional dinner. But the twist is 
everyone in the party of 10 assists 
as guest chefs, helping prepare the 
meal and cocktails as Armstrong 
and Thrasher entertain with culi-
nary knowledge and kitchen an-
tics. For more information about 
this unforgettable gift, check out 
store.societyfair.net.
 Know a couple with a new 
baby or possibly buried with 
work? Why not wow them with 
the gift of time and cleanliness. 
Set them up with a visit from 

Sparkle Cleaning Service (www.
sparklecleaning.net) or Maid Bri-
gade (703-560-5110). 
 Another special gift is tickets 
to	 terrific	 entertainment	 at	 local	
venues like The Carlyle Club, The 
Little Theatre of Alexandria and 
Synetic Theater. Check out their 
upcoming schedules for some 
amazing plays and performances.
  For something a bit differ-
ent, attend The Potomack Co.’s 
auction this weekend at 526 N. 
Fayette St. The event includes 
items like an 1857 desk from the 
House of Representatives as well 
as an autographed Donald Duck. 
For more information, call 703-
684-4550 or check out www.po-
tomackcompany.com. 

Open Every Day & Evenings
113 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.8530 • www.silverparrot.com

ExpEriEncE  
thE art of  
JEwElry

Holiday Gift Guide

WANT A HOME CLEANING COMPANY THAT 
WORKS AS HARD AS YOU DO?   
SPARKLE IS NORTHERN VIRGINIA’S PREMIER 
HOME CLEANING COMPANY.
SPARKLE Cleaning packages include: 
Signature Clean, Scrub, Clutter Clean, 
and Move-In/Move-Out Clean.

Please visit us at 
www.sparklemagicservices.com
703-647-6560
Contact us today for a free estimate!  

SPARKLE is fully licensed, insured and bonded.

SPARKLE

WE WORK AS HARD AS YOU DO.

Mention this ad for 15% off 
your initial clean!

GIVE  THE GIFT OFclean!

stonewall kitchen

NATIONAL HARBOR COMPANY STORE 
170 American Way | National Harbor, MD 20745 

301.749.6902

stonewallkitchen.com 
Like us on Facebook  

Stylish You110 S. West St.  
Alexandria, VA 22314

Facebook.com/fashionfinch

Unique selection of shoes,  
handbags and clothing. 

Take 25% off with this ad.

Italian Fashion at Great Prices

call 703-739-0001 to feature your  

store in the Holiday Gift Guide.  

next Week’s  
holiday gift ideas:

Unique Gifts
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At Saint Anselm’s,
 lifelong learning 
      starts now.

Is your son 
     looking for a challenge?

Discover Saint Anselm’s Abbey School, where boys are challenged to give 
their best every day both inside and outside the classroom.  Where a young man 
can play three sports each year, star in a play and learn Latin, Spanish and Arabic.  
Where each student is known in a close-knit community of peers, teachers and 
monks and gets the personal attention he needs to thrive in middle school, high 
school and beyond.  It all starts here.     

Independent Catholic School in Washington, DC • Gifted Young Men, Grades 6-12
202-269-2379 • admissions@saintanselms.org • www.saintanselms.org

Transportation
Available

AM Shuttle Bus 
from No.Va.

Join Us for A CAmpUs ToUr
December 12, 9:30 a.m. - Visit Classes, Meet Teachers & Students

Register at www.saintanselms.org/admissions

sPorts

young team hopes to 
build on past successes

By melissa quinn 

 

 The Episcopal Maroon 
have fallen from grace — not 
far, but just enough to grab the 
attention of every team in the 
Interstate Athletic Conference. 
 The six rival teams knew 
Episcopal was the one to beat, 
but after losing two top starters 
— Kethan Savage and Arnaud 
Moto — the talk of the confer-
ence is that they’re not even 
championship contenders any-
more.
 But that’s just the way this 
year’s boys varsity basketball 
team likes it. 
 “We’ll be surprising every-
one in the IAC,” said Brennan 
McCann, a senior point guard. 
  And, of course, everyone 
loves an underdog. 
 Episcopal began their sea-
son on the heels of an IAC 
championship and a berth to 
the state finals, where they fell 
to Paul VI. Returning to the 
court, though, the Maroon face 
a bevy of challenges — pri-
marily inexperience.
 The team graduated seven 
varsity players after last year 
and have just two veterans re-
turning — McCann and cap-
tain Doug Chappell. Many of 
the players have yet to see ac-
tion at the varsity level, and it’s 
something the team will have 
to improve upon, said head 
coach Jim Fitzpatrick. 
 Fitzpatrick began coaching 
at Episcopal in 2006 and has 
seen immense success on the 
court. In 2010, the team went 
25-3, and last year, his varsity 
squad finished at 24-4. 
 Despite their inexperience, 
Fitzpatrick hopes this year’s 
team will be ready to compete 
in a flurry of championship 
tournaments — the IAC Tour-

nament, Sleepy Thompson 
Tournament and state tourna-
ment — by February. It’s his 
goal for the team each season, 
and it never wavers. 
 “If my team is better this 
week than we were last week 
and better in January than we 
were in December, then we’ll 
have put ourselves in the right 
place to be the best we can for 
the season,” he said. 
 Fitzpatrick looks to his re-
turning starters for strength and 
leadership on the court. Chap-
pell, a shooting guard, and Mc-
Cann are the backbone of the 
team’s perimeter and have the 
ability to switch positions, a 
luxury for the coach. 
 And this season, they hope 
to finish off their high school 
careers with a championship 
win — a task the team knows 
will be a big undertaking.
 “We’re looking forward to 
winning,” said Chappell, who 
committed to play at Fairfield 

University in the fall. “We 
want to follow up on what we 
did last year.”  
 In addition to fielding 
a young team, the Maroon 
lack interior size — starting 
a 14-year-old freshman and a 
sophomore.  
 “To have those young front- 
court players is a challenge in 
itself,” Fitzpatrick said. “They 
will get better as the year goes 
on, but rebounding and interior 
defense is something to focus 
on.” 
 But what the team lacks in 
experience they make up for 
on the perimeter. This season, 
the Maroon boast strong shoot-
ers and guards — Chappell and 
McCann — and once Episco-
pal finds players who can mas-
ter rebounding and play in the 
paint, they’ll be unstoppable. 
 “We’re going to spend the 
majority of December learning 

Maroon rebuild 
and rearm

Give the  
Gift of AHA!  

this  

Holiday Season

Provide your parents, friends  
& neighbors with peace of mind.

One call gets them light home maintenance, transportation 
to/from doctor appointments, access to social and cultural 
activities, and shopping assistance. Single and household 

memberships fees vary.

Contact AHA! At Home in Alexandria
Website: www.athomeinalexandria.org - Tel. (703) 231-0824

Email: AHA!@athomeinalexandria.org
SEE maroon | 30

fiLe Photo
Episcopal’s boys varsity basketball team faces a tough season after 
losing Arnaud Moto and seven other players.
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oBituaries

eLSA n. ABeLLA, of 
Alexandria, November 28, 
2012

WILLIAM C. BAILeY 
Sr., of Alexandria, No-
vember 28, 2012

KenneTH W. BArneS 
(53), formerly of Alexan-
dria, December 2, 2012

JAMeS f. BrACKMAn, 
of Alexandria, November 
22, 2012

gLenn W. CoLeMAn, of 
Alexandria, November 22, 
2012

ALICe K. CoppA, of 
Alexandria, November 28, 
2012

george r. dAVIS (65), 
of Alexandria, November 
26, 2012

SHIrLeY M. HAMpTon 
(59), of Alexandria, No-
vember 7, 2012

erneST r. MCCreAdY 
Jr. (56), of Alexandria, 
December 1, 2012

CHArLeS e. MCdoW-
eLL, of Alexandria, No-
vember 25, 2012

CHrISTIne e. de Me-
Ter (58), formerly of 
Alexandria, October 25, 
2012

nAnCY e. WeAVer, 
formerly of Alexandria, 
November 30, 2012

W.J. WILLIAMS, of 
Alexandria, November 15, 
2012

BenJAMIn o. Wood 
Jr., of Alexandria, Decem-
ber 1, 2012
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1201 North Royal Street Alexandria, VA   703-519-3776  
www.bastillerestaurant.com  

Cuisine & cocktails  
to satisfy all

Bastille

let’s eat a special advertising feature 
of the alexandria times

 Society Fair offers a multitude 
of food-related experiences and op-
tions — it’s part bakery, part mar-
ket, and part demonstration kitchen 
and wine bar — and excels at each. 
The multisensory market is like a 
French-inspired Harrods, the fa-
mous London food and wine shop, 
with	 its	 decor	 and	 flair	 (designed	
by Meshelle Armstrong). And the 
277 S. Washington St. eatery also 
serves high-quality and delicious 
dishes.
 Society Fair’s reputation has 
spread since it opened last year. 
Some patrons love catching a qui-
et cup of coffee and a pastry with 
friends or family. Others enjoy a 
bowl of tasty soup. And then there 
are the customers who just stop by 
for a friendly chat with the butcher.
 The demo kitchen boasts a lot 
of fans. It’s an inter-engaging din-
ner where 10 guests gather around 
a kitchen/bar as a three-course din-

ner is prepared right before their 
eyes. This unique experience is 
perfect for a date or a meet-up with 
friends. The restaurant possesses a 
special relationship with winemak-
ers, which allows for private demos 
too.
 Need a hostess gift or something 
for a person who has everything? 
The Society Fair shop — which is 
also online at store.societyfair.net 
— contains fun, interesting items 
at every price point. A bag of mul-
ticolored gumballs only costs $3, 
and there are chocolates as well as 
scrumptious baked goods, such as 
caramel	pecan	rolls	and	light,	fluffy	
croissants. For wine enthusiasts, 
there	 are	 several	 fine	 choices,	 but	
the prize among them is a hand-
some, leather cocktail rollup kit 
filled	with	tools	of	the	craft.	
 For something a bit different on 
date night, Society Fair makes be-
ing romantic easy with Friday Date 

Night Bags. The special consists of 
a complete dinner for two (prepared 
and ready in a bag), including des-
sert and wine, for $45. These popu-
lar theme dinners change weekly, 
and the restaurant recommends or-
dering ahead and then swinging by 
to pick up the bag meal.
 Last but not least, Chef Cathal 
Armstrong brought his favorite 
pantry goods and selections to his 
market, a one-stop shop at Society 
Fair for prepared dinners (lasagna, 
chicken pot pies, etc.) and meal en-
hancements, like specialty cheeses, 
olives and pates.
 Society Fair has it all, and it’s 
all fantastic. Needless to say, no 
one leaves disappointed. 

For more information call 703-
683-3247 or visit www.societyfair.

net.

Society Fair has it all and then some

 Any purchase of $8.00 or more

 Any purchase of $15.00 or more
Kids eat FREE every Sunday & Monday

$2.00  OFF

$5.00  OFF

Le Refuge
Where you can 
experience the tastes 
and ambiance of a 
paris cafe Without leaving 
the city limits.

Serving Country French Cuisine since 1983

127 N. Washington St.
703.548.4661
WWW.lerefugealexandria.com

 Try our authentic  
Mexican dinner 

menu!

new! 

www.bittersweetcatering.com

Catering 
(703) 549-2708

Cafe 
(703) 549-1028 

flavor -filled 

Foster’s is the place to give 
your special event that BIG bite 
of fun. Call to reserve the date 
and time and you can have all 
the flavor of a neighborhood 
cookout without all the bother.

Make a ReseRvation foR youR office paRty today! 
703.519.0055 • Independently Owned & Operated  

2004 Eisenhower Ave. Alexandria, VA 22314 

Holiday  
office Parties 

to feature your store in  

Let’s Eat
 call Alexandria times Sales at 703-739-0001.  

advertising Works!
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Exclusive provider of the Shuman’s Jelly Cake
An Alexandria tradition since 1876

Order online or by phone:
www.ShumansBakery.com

(703) 683-1876
Free delivery to zip codes 22301-22315
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2460 Eisenhower Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 960-3400
www.holidayinnalexandria.com

BOOK TODAY!
Call Tracie (703) 740-4217

At Hoffman Town Center

Let the professionals at the Holiday Inn Alexandria take care of your 
reception or wedding for you and your loved ones. 

LOOKING FOR A MORE INTIMATE VENUE?

Contact Tracie Rollins at (703) 740-4217 
or trollins@holidayinneisenhower.com for more details or to schedule an appointment today.

OUR NEWLY RENOVATED BALLROOM AWAITS YOU

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week
Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday Special 

2 entrees and a bottle of wine for  

235 Swamp Fox Road Alexandria, VA  22314

703-329-1010 • Open 7 Days a Week

Across from Eisenhower Metro Station 

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner
Everyday from 6:30 PM to closing

Yves and Oyuna, your hosts, bring you
the ideal neighborhood bistro.

Au Pied de Cochon
From the founder of

(Dining-in Only)

(After 6:30pm)

$14.95
Maine Lobster Dinner

$29.50

Two Entrées and a Bottle of Wine for 

$32.00
(in-dining only - Sun, Mon & Tues after 6:30 pm)

Au Pied de Cochon

$15.95

 Longtime local business-
man Christopher Campagna 
announced last month the 
launch of his latest venture — 
Braddock Commercial Real 
Estate Services Inc.
 The new company will of-
fer brokerage and advisory 
services to landowners, ten-
ants, and local and national 
buyers.  In a statement, Cam-
pagna said the timing was 
right to launch the range of 
services.

 “As a full service firm, our 
brokerage, consulting, asset 
management and develop-
ment services will provide cli-
ents the expertise of a proven 
professional staff to expand 
their opportunities in the com-
mercial real estate market,” 
Campagna said. “In a resilient 
and expanding regional Wash-
ington metropolitan market, 
there’s no doubt this is the 
right time to elevate the level 
of service available to ensure 

clients’ needs are covered 
though the entire life cycle of 
commercial real estate.”
 Campagna unveiled Brad-
dock Commercial Real Estate 
Services after more than 25 
years in the field in Alexandria 
and the Washington metropol-
itan area.  

-Ana Rampy

real estate wiz unveils new venture

www.alextimes.com

hoBie & monk 

FRoM | 8

mediation efforts equal smoky 
story. 
 Do you want to continue to 
invest in the relationship? If 
the answer is yes, you might 
consider a friendly chat with 
your colleague about your re-
lationship, maybe over coffee 
and cake, emphasizing your 
wish to be rid of the bad feel-

ings. If the answer is no, cut 
your losses, reconsider the 
next favor and make yourself 
a cake.
 P.S. Beware the insincere 
dessert gift. Have you seen 
“The Help”?

Hobie: I agree with Monk. 
If she’s just a colleague, you 
now know she’s an “over-
promiser” at best, so forget 
about it and get back to busi-

ness as usual. If she’s also a 
friend, how about a direct and 
humorous “Charlene, I know 
you’re never going to bake 
me that cake, so let’s go to 
lunch next Friday, and I’ll let 
you buy me a slice of cheese-
cake?”

Got a question for Hobie and 
Monk? Email them at hobiean-

dmonk@alextimes.com
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82 ARTIST STUDIOS   •   6 GALLERIES   •   THE ART LEAGUE SCHOOL

OPEN DAILY 10AM-6PM  •  THURSDAYS UNTIL 9PM
A R T I S T S ’  H O U R S  VA R Y   •   7 0 3 - 8 3 8 - 4 5 6 5
105 N. UNION STREET  •   ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

w w w . t o r p e d o f a c t o r y . o r g

I nc lude  A r t  i n  Your  Ho l idays  a t  the
T O R P E D O  FA C T O R Y  A R T  C E N T E R

2nd Thursday Art Night
Decadent December: Chocolate & Shopping
Thursday, December 13 • 6-9pm • FREE

Open Studios • Exhibition Receptions • Live Music 
Refreshments • DIY Ornament-Making

For more holiday-themed activities visit:
www.torpedofactory.org/happenings

703-628-2440
www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s
Pet of the Week is sponsored by

Diann Hicks.

Cheer  your holidays and welcome Petey to join your 
household this season.  At two, he’s nearly new, and well 

knows his lessons.  Happiest by your side, Petey is a noble 
and loyal companion.

 Smart, intuitive, and always ready for a walk, Petey’s winning 
personality has made him a favorite here at the Shelter, with 

our staff and our pet family as well.
 This special boy wants to please and to be loved; all he wants 

for Christmas is a new home, like yours.

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION TO BENEFIT  
THE HOMELESS PETS OF ALEXANDRIA, PLEASE VISIT

www.alexandriaanimals.org
703-746-4774

~ Thank you ~

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

 ~ Merrier with a Terrier ~ 

December 7 - 8

MIA KATrIn JeWeL CoUTUre 
TrUnK SHoW Come check out this 
trunk show at Gold Works.
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
Location: Gold Works, 1400 King St.
Information: 703-683-0333 or 
goldworksusa.com

‘SWeeneY Todd: THe 
deMon BArBer of fLeeT 
STreeT’ For a bloody good time, at-
tend Stephen Sondheim’s classic tale 
of  “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street.” This play — performed 
by the Thomas Jefferson High School 
for Science and Technology’s student 
choir along with faculty, parent and 
alumni choirs — is about a vengeful 
London barber and his landlady’s 
scrumptious but mysterious meat pies. 
Tickets are $10.
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and Technology, 
6560 Braddock Road
Information: tjchoir.org

December 7 - 9

deL rAY ArTISAnS HoLIdAY 
MArKeT The 17th annual Del Ray 
Artisans Holiday Market will offer 
handmade work from local artists and 
a bake sale to benefit Computer CORE. 
The event is free.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday; and noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday
Location: Nicholas A. Colasanto 
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: www.thedelrayartisans.
org/holidaymarket

December 7

InCLUSIVe CoMMUnITY 
pLAYgroUp Children learn valu-
able social skills and improve their 
developmental skills through play. Par-
ents and caregivers will join their child 
in stimulating activities that reinforce 
physical, cognitive and social develop-
ment. The playgroup is free.
Time: 10:30 a.m. to noon
Location: Cora Kelly Recreation 
Center, 25 W. Reed Ave.
Information: Contact Deatrice Wil-
liams at 703-746-3430 or deatrice.
williams@alexandriava.gov

CHrIST CHILd proJeCT 
CHrISTMAS STore This store 
helps low-income families of Alexandria 
provide Christmas gifts for their 
children. 
Time: 5 to 9 p.m.
Location: Historic Christ Church, 118 
N. Washington St.
Information: Contact Michele Smith 
at 703-778-4937 or msmith@ccalex.
org

HoLIdAY on THe AVenUe In 
deL rAY This event will feature the 
annual Del Ray tree lighting, a visit with 
Santa and the lighting of thousands of 
candles. Enjoy carols, hot chocolate, 
cider and cookies at the free holiday 
event.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Del Ray Farmers Market, 
Mount Vernon and East Oxford 
avenues
Information: 703-746-3301

1964 THe TrIBUTe This critically 
acclaimed group is a tribute band to 
The Beatles and has been performing 
since the early 1980s. Tickets are $35.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave.
Information: 703-549-7500 or www.
birchmere.com

December 8 - 9

SAnTA pAWS peT pHoTo 
eVenT Kimpton Hotels will host its 
annual Santa Paws event, where pets 
can get their picture with Santa and 
owners can nibble on holiday treats. 
The event will benefit Veterans Moving 
Forward.
Time: 2 to 4 p.m.
Location: Hotel Monaco, 480 King St.
Information: 202-466-1306

HISTorIC ALeXAndrIA 
CAndLeLIgHT ToUr Take a 
break from the fast pace of the season 
and enjoy the unique charm and his-
tory of Old Town at this popular holiday 
event. Tour Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
Carlyle House, Lee-Fendall House 
and the historic Bank of Alexandria 
by candlelight and enjoy seasonal 
decorations, entertainment and light 
refreshments. And special this year — 
a holiday taste of historic chocolate, 
co-sponsored by the Historic Division 
of Mars Inc. Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$15 for seniors and $5 for kids.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday and 3 to 6 
p.m. Sunday
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
134 N. Royal St.; Carlyle House Historic 
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.; Lee-Fendall 
House, 614 Oronoco St.; and the 
historic Bank of Alexandria, 133 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: 703-746-4242 or www.
historicalexandria.org

December 8

oLd ToWn fArMerS MAr-
KeT The market includes local dairy, 
fish, fruits and vegetables. There is free 
parking in the garage during market 
hours. 
Time: 5:30 a.m.
Location: Market Square, 301 King 
St.
Information: 703-746-3200

Photo/derriCk PerkinS 

dIgITAL deVeLopMenT  Fernando Torrez, second from left, celebrated the grand re-
opening of Nanotech Computer Consulting at 105 N. Washington St. last week along with Mayor 
Bill Euille and City Councilor Frank Fannon. Torrez founded the expanding Old Town tech firm 
while serving in the U.S. Air Force. 

calenDar 

FRoM | 13
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What’s the BIG   IDEA?
Because we want to hear it. If you have 

a great idea for helping Metro maintain 

momentum and prepare to serve a growing 

population over the next 30 years, join the 

conversation.

Share your thoughts, opinions and ideas by 

visiting www.wmata.com/momentum or 

writing it below and mailing it in. The next 

great Metro improvement could be yours!

My BIG IDEA is:                   

                    

                    

                   

Your name and contact information are optional. Please mail to: WMATA — ATTN: Office of Marketing 6G/Momentum — 600 5th Street, NW — Washington, DC 20077-0493
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record labels and disc jockeys were 
known to take payola. Soul and black 
R&B were a hard sell, and radio sta-
tions stuck to “white” music — black 
music performed by white performers. 
 It was a hard road for all black 
musicians until the Motown sound 
began to dominate the airwaves. 
“Dreamgirls” captures the essence 
of that Berry Gordy/Phil Spector pe-
riod thanks to Krieger’s music. His 
25 glorious numbers are dead in the 
center of that unforgettable sound.  
 Set designer Adam Koch created 
the painted black set and mechanical 
stage, which is so cavernous that at 
times it seems to swallow the cast. It 
is only when the women sashay onto 
center stage with increasingly spec-
tacular wigs, jewels and gowns that 
it becomes a frame for their glamour. 
 Thankfully it’s all about the mu-
sic and dancing since actor Sydney 

James Harcourt’s portrayal of the 
Dreamettes’ impresario, Curtis, is 
not convincing either as a Svengali 
or a Lothario. The role calls for their 
agent — and Deena’s boyfriend — to 
embody a self-centered, slimy, back-
room double-dealing manipulator, 
and Harcourt lacks the smarminess 
to pull it off.
 Matthew Gardiner does double 
duty as director and choreographer, 
and	 you	 can’t	 find	 fault	 there.	 The	
dancing is stellar, particularly for 
Neal’s Jimmy, who shakes, rattles 
and rolls ’till the cows come home in 
the number “Baby-Baby.”
 See it, love it and spend some 
time backstage with the Dreamettes 
back when Motown was the pinnacle 
of the music world.

The play runs through January 13 at 
Signature Theatre, 4200 Campbell 
Ave. For tickets and information, call 
703-820-9771 or visit www.signature-

theatre.org.

Dreamgirls 

FRoM | 12

Photo/ChriStoPher MueLLer
R&B star Jimmy “James Thunder” Early (Cedric Neal) croons a new tune in “Dreamgirls.” 
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Pet column

 As soon as the turkey is 
out of the oven Thanksgiving 
Day,	we’re	on	the	quest	to	find	
the perfect holiday gifts. We 
scour the Internet, catalogs 
and shops for that hallelujah 
moment — when bells chime, 
lights shine and we exclaim, 
“It’s perfect!”
 We hope to make a last-
ing impression. We want our 
family and friends to squeal 
in delight as 
they unwrap our 
thoughtful and 
deeply meaning-
ful gifts. It’s all 
in the holiday 
spirit, and it’s 
precisely why 
this is such a 
joyful time of 
year. 
 But beware 
the enthusiasm, friends. We 
wouldn’t want the glittery hol-
iday haze to distract you into 
making a poor pet decision.
 First and foremost, pets 
are not gifts. Pets are a seri-
ous commitment. Regardless 
of size or species, all pets re-
quire a considerable amount 
of time and dedication. And 
they often come with a hefty 
financial	obligation.
 Pets are not toys. They are 
living, breathing creatures that 
require proper nutrition, care 
and exercise. Simply feeding 
them is not enough. Having 
the money to buy the very 
best and offer outstanding 
veterinary care is not enough. 
Loving them to pieces is not 
enough. Pets need all of the 
above and more.
 Puppies look adorable with 
a festive bow, but there is a lot 
more to that sweet, squirmy 
surprise than you may bargain 
for. And the recipient of your 

special gift may not know the 
level of commitment it takes 
to raise a puppy, dog, kitten, 
cat, rabbit, turtle — you name 
it. Pets are a responsibility, not 
a gift idea. 
 What’s that? You’ve 
thought long and hard and still 
want a pet this holiday sea-
son? And you’re committed to 
raising your new friend right? 
Great! Let’s discuss the ob-

stacles that you may 
encounter in your 
search.
  You may have 
heard the term 
“puppy mill.” If 
you have, the words 
should conjure up 
images of suffering, 
filth	 and,	 well,	 ab-
solute terror. Puppy 
mills are hell on 

earth for dogs, and you want 
to avoid a puppy-mill pup at 
all costs. Cats and small mam-
mals aren’t bred as poorly or 
as extensively as dogs because 
they are less popular in pure-
bred form. But puppy-mill 
equivalents exist for many 
species and should be avoid-
ed.
 A puppy-mill pet will not 
only come with extensive 
psychological issues, but 
may also cost you a fortune 
in veterinary bills as a result 
of deplorable breeding prac-
tices —including inbreeding, 
unhealthy and overbred moms 
and pops, and high levels of 
contamination. Buying from a 
puppy mill is as much a bad 
investment as it is an utter 
lack of social responsibility. 
Don’t do it. 
 How do you avoid a pup-
py mill? Start by doing your 
homework. Research the 
breed, contact a number of 

highly regarded breeders, and 
ask friends, colleagues and 
— most importantly — pet 
experts for recommendations. 
Once you’ve narrowed down 
your search, refuse to buy 
pets off the Internet or from 
pet shops, visit a number of 
breeders and observe their op-
eration before committing to a 
purchase, and report question-
able breeding practices to the 
American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals.
 Bad breeding is a vicious 
cycle, and we can contribute 
to its end. Buying a pet from 
a less-than-reputable breeder 
only helps fund future litters 
and encourages the disgust-
ing scheme. You may have 
saved an animal, but you’ve 
supported the operation and 
ensured future generations of 
pets will similarly suffer.
 I would skip the breed-
ers and purchases altogether, 
considering the thousands of 
wonderful pets waiting for a 
home at local shelters and res-
cue organizations. This holi-
day season, open your heart 
and home to a pet that has 
dreamt of you their entire life 
— they will not only repay 
you in love but also in grati-
tude. Don’t make a purchase, 
save a life. What better way to 
celebrate the true spirit of the 
season?

Alexandria resident Isabel 
Alvarez owns The Wag Pack, 

a professional pet services 
company that the National 

Association of Professional 
Pet Sitters named its 2012 

business of the year.

Finding a friend  
for the holidays

By Isabel Alvarez

BARKLEY SQUARE
WALK   GROOM   TREAT

We bring the salon to your pets. Book now!

Barkley Mobile Spa 
is here!

Mention 
this ad when 

booking 
& save 25% 

on the first 
grooming!

311 N. Washington St., Ste.200 R,  Alexandria, VA
(703) 329-1043 • www.BarkleySquare.com

All I want is a home for the 
holidays…. 

	  
Henry is a mellow boy who 
was abandoned at a pet 
store in April and is still 
looking for his forever home. 
He is up to date on his 
shots, neutered, and ready 
to go to his forever home.  
For more information contact 
King Street Cats.  

	  
contact@kingstreetcats.org.
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our view opinion
“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

your views

Take action now on 
affordable housing 
 “We’re playing catch-up.”
	 That’s	 how	 Alexandria	 Office	 of	 Housing	 Director	
Mildrilyn Davis described the city’s efforts to preserve 
and replenish the dwindling supply of affordable housing. 
It’s an accurate assessment, captured in a single, shock-
ing factoid: The city’s affordable housing stock has fallen 
from more than 18,000 units in 2001 to about 5,600 this 
year. 
 But that’s no secret, just as it’s no secret affordable 
housing ranks high on City Hall’s stated list of priorities. 
Last	week,	officials	released	a	draft	housing	master	plan,	
which outlines — in detail — ways to save and eventually 
expand affordable housing in Alexandria.
 The plan is the culmination of years of community 
meetings, consulting work and study, and it’s chock-full 
of	good	ideas.	No	doubt	officials	see	this	as	evidence	of	
their commitment to tackle the problem, and we’d be 
tempted to agree, if Alexandria wasn’t known for its love 
of plans and high-priced studies. 
 No, what’s needed is action — and immediately. 
 We worry the plan will be left on a shelf somewhere 
and consulted only when a new developer comes to town, 
looking to add more luxury condominiums or townhomes 
to the landscape. Given the precipitous drop in affordable 
housing in just a little more than 10 years, we can’t afford 
to wait for opportunities to come Alexandria’s way. We 
need to create them. 
	 Partnerships	with	nonprofits	in	the	business	of	build-
ing affordable housing — like Arlington’s AHC Inc. — 
must be encouraged. It’s great when they come knocking 
at	City	Hall’s	doors	with	a	project	in	mind,	but	officials	
also must approach and lure them to Alexandria. 
	 And	officials	need	to	take	a	harder	line	with	develop-
ers. It’s true the city is limited in what it can demand from 
the private sector, and these real estate moguls and busi-
nesspeople are, obviously, looking for the biggest bang 
for their buck. Still, it’s become public perception that 
City Hall isn’t pushing them hard enough to set aside af-
fordable housing during negotiations. 
 As Hector Pineda, a Beauregard corridor resident, told 
the Times this week: “I know they can’t do whatever they 
want, but they can also ask [for more].”
 The big fear is developers will ignore City Hall’s 
pleadings and go with by-right development, that without 
incentives — such as increased density — they will sim-
ply build what they want and likely without any afford-
able housing. 
	 But	 that	 worry	 should	 not	 stop	 city	 officials	 from	
asking for more. It’s a negotiation, and as with any hag-
gling, you start high and work your way down. The city, it 
seems, needs to start higher. 
 It never hurts to ask. They can always say no.

To the editor:
 Regarding Melissa Quinn’s 
article “City Hall hits reset 
button” (November 29), I 
can’t help but wonder if Bob 
Wood’s city council cam-
paign slogan — Reset Alex-
andria — did have an impact. 
As a volunteer for Mr. Wood’s 
campaign and attendee of the 
first	What’s	 Next	Alexandria	
meeting, there are several 
points I would like to address. 
 Regarding the city’s use of 
a “political-type poll” rather 
than a survey for participating 
residents and business own-
ers, I found this to be very bi-
ased. City Hall already knows 
how many of us activists feel 
about the lack of trust and re-
spect from city staff and our 
elected leaders.
 The presentation by Caro-
lyn Lukensmeyer was rather 

generic and didn’t present any 
new information for those in 
attendance. After all, Alexan-
dria taxpayers paid Lukens-
meyer $3,000 for a 40-minute 
presentation, and all she did 
was discuss her experience 
as founder of America Speaks 
and as a community coordina-
tor along with sharing the poll 
results. I can only conclude 
that	city	officials	did	not	talk	
with her prior to the event 
about Alexandria or resident 
concerns. Or she chose to 
do her own thing in order to 
avoid making any statements 
that would disagree with the 
city’s agenda. Very disap-
pointing. 
 The poll results could 
have been on the city’s web-
site prior to this kickoff, and 
more time should have been 
spent having a conversation 

with participants — a mix of 
activists and new residents. It 
was a waste of time and mon-
ey.
 I agree with Jack Sulli-
van’s comments to the Times 
that getting residents involved 
in	this	initiative	will	be	diffi-
cult. But I must disagree with 
Mr. Sullivan’s observations 
about the outcome of the re-
cent local elections. Alex-
andria is a Democratic town 
with a strong party machine.
 As for What’s Next Alex-
andria, there was supposed to 
be time for a question-and-
answer session with partici-
pants, but it never happened. 
Why not? And who wrote the 
specific	wording	for	the	poll,	
which clearly was biased and 
showed that City Hall already 

What’s Next Alexandria won’t 
heal city’s divide

SEE DiviDe | 24
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To the editor:
 Pretty much every day since the new 
Interstate 495 express lanes opened No-
vember 17, there has been at least one 
accident. Near misses and fender bend-
ers — luckily no fatalities so far — are 
the rule of the day. And there are those 
who	mistakenly	find	 themselves	 on	 the	
toll road, who then maneuver to avoid 

paying	the	fines	and	fees.
 Since this new addition to the Belt-
way was not scheduled to open until 
December anyway, why doesn’t Virginia 
follow the example Maryland set with 
the Intercounty Connector? In the spirit 
of the holiday season, which will bring 
more than a few oblivious out-of-town-
ers	 to	 the	 area,	 officials	 should	 grant	 a	

reasonable grace period of adjustment 
— a monetary moratorium for lost mo-
torists — before the cost of an accident 
becomes much more expensive: a valu-
able human life.   

- Karen Ann DeLuca
Alexandria

To the editor:
 City Hall is seriously considering 
turning Union Street into a shared street 
where automobiles, tour buses and bi-
cycles will commingle with pedestrians? 
Has City Hall lost its marbles?
 A tour bus weighs 10 tons; an SUV 
two tons; and even a compact car weighs 
a ton. Then there’s me, a pedestrian, 
weighing — more than I should — at 
165 pounds, and City Hall thinks it’s 
perfectly OK for me to share the street 
with	traffic?	With	merely	a	painted	line	to	
protect me? The only thing protecting pe-
destrians from motor vehicles is the curb, 
which keeps them off the sidewalk. 
 Even cyclists, typically blessed with 
more gall than brains — blowing through 
stop signs and weaving in and out of traf-
fic	—	 are	 beginning	 to	 figure	 out	 they	

need trails or other bicycle-lane separa-
tors, which the District is pioneering, to 
keep	 them	 safe	 from	 traffic.	 They	 are	
lately demanding more bicycle lanes 
because	they	have	figured	out	they	need	
to be separated from motor vehicles and 
that getting hit by a door beats getting run 
over. Imagine throwing bicycles in with 
pedestrians and motor vehicles in a nar-
row street with little maneuvering room. 
 The wealthy merchants who built 
Union Street with slave labor in the early 
days of the American republic built it 
for horse-drawn carriages, a dimension 
copied from Roman chariots and abided 
faithfully for two millennia in land trans-
port. At least until some set of fools in 
Detroit decided to give automobiles and 
trucks wider 6-foot wheelbases. 
  In keeping with City Hall’s modus 

operandi of trying to stuff 10 pounds 
of stuff into a 5-pound sack, where are 
these	automobiles	going	to	fit	on	a	street	
designed for carriages’ narrower axles? 
Where two carriages could pass, two 
automobiles or buses with wider wheel-
bases cannot. The two motor vehicles 
are not going to sideswipe each other. In-
stead, without a curb to keep them in the 
roadbed, they will crowd out and squish 
the pedestrians. 
  Why not just paint bull’s-eyes on ev-
ery pedestrian on this shared street and 
have Mayor Bill Euille personally auto-
graph it? 
   

- Dino Drudi
Alexandria

To the editor:
 The preparatory season 
of Advent began Sunday and 
runs through December 24. 
Christmas begins — yes, be-
gins — December 25. So why 
was the Scottish Christmas 
Walk on Saturday?  
 It could not even be called 
the Scottish Advent Walk this 
year.

- Kenneth J. Wolfe
Alexandria

Waive toll fees and reduce the risk of fatalities

Pedestrians lose out in shared-street concept Scottish 
Walk’s timing 
could have 
been better

knows a majority of residents 
no longer trust Alexandria’s 
elected	 officials	 and	 staff.	
And why weren’t more resi-
dents involved? 
	 So	 did	 this	 first	 commu-
nity dialogue succeed? No. If 
Mayor Bill Euille, City Man-
ager Rashad Young and Assis-
tant City Manager Tom Gates 
are serious about honest and 
transparent civic engagement, 
I believe this agenda should 
be dropped. Then the city 
can move forward with resi-
dents, business owners and 
developers and begin a real 
discussion about whatever is-
sues and concerns we want to 
talk about and eliminate the 
middle man: the many boards, 
commissions and advisory 
groups.  
 Not everyone will be hap-
py about this proposal nor 
agree on the future issues fac-
ing Alexandria, but at least we 
can attempt to negotiate — 
and hopefully resolve — the 
important issues that impact 
Alexandria’s residents. Or 
City Hall could just be hon-
est and transparent and put its 
agenda on the table now.

-  Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

DiviDe 
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What the Times’ online readers are talking about
from the WeB

Flinston writes:
You want to get from Del Ray to Shirlington? 
Hello, there’s a trail running from the north end of 
Arlandria to Shirlington (which was a very expen-
sive undertaking, I might add). Gee, I’m sorry you 
can’t have everything just be perfect for you. 
 We’ll be sure to allot $1 billion next year to dig 
a tunnel from Del Ray to Shirlington just so you 
don’t have to enjoy your bike ride another quarter-
mile more than you absolutely must. We’ll put in a 
teleportation machine the year after that.
	 Good	God,	be	satisfied	with	something	once	in	
a while.

Allen Muchnick  writes:
I agree with Flinston that there are multiple reason-
ably	safe	and	relatively	 low	traffic	routes	between	
Del Ray and Shirlington, but West Glebe Road can, 
and	 should,	 be	 economically	 reconfigured	 to	 be	
friendlier for on-road bicycling. The virtue of West 
Glebe	Road	is	that	it’s	relatively	flat	as	well	as	di-
rect. 
	 Retrofitting	on-road	bicycling	accommodations,	
such as sharrows or bike lanes, need not take years 
of study and community meetings, but it probably 
does	 require	 assigning	 a	 qualified	 and	 motivated	
professional	traffic	engineer	to	make	things	happen.
 On the other hand, Alexandria’s West End is a 
nightmare for pedestrians and bicyclists and needs a 
total makeover.

In response to “Sharing the road,” November 29: 
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out of the attic
Thumbs up to the Alexandria 

Symphony Orchestra 
for helping residents 
celebrate the Christ-
mas and Hanukkah 

seasons with its annual Chil-
dren’s Concert. The event fea-
tures holiday arrangements and 
classic sing-alongs and will be 
held Sunday at 2:30 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Church at 228 S. Pitt St. in 
Old Town. Buy a ticket and come 
sing along to get in the holiday 
spirit!   

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs down to the van-
dal or vandals who 
smashed ground lights 
at Grace Episcopal 
Church on Russell 

Road last week. Really? Some-
one decided it was a fun idea to 
take a baseball bat or a similar 
instrument and cause more than 
$500 in damage to a church 
over Thanksgiving weekend? For 
shame!  

— Denise Dunbar

Thumbs up to the Old Town 
Boutique District for 
bringing Santa Claus 
to Alexandria. Fami-
lies can visit with 

Santa and be photographed ev-
ery weekend at 1 Wales Alley.  

— Patrice Culligan

Thumbs up to the annual holi-
day boat parade. Hun-
dreds of viewers gath-
ered at the waterfront 
to watch as dozens 

of decorated boats meandered 
down the Potomac, many accom-
panied by holiday music. Along 
with the Scottish Walk, the boat 
parade helped to kick off this fes-
tive season on the right note. 

— Patrice Culligan

quick takes

Lloyd House becomes home  
to Alexandria’s history

his	 is	 the	final	 installment	of	a	
three-part series covering the 
unusual history of the Lloyd 

House, a building a few of the city’s most 
prominent dignitaries and characters 
called home.
 When California oilman Robert V. 
New suddenly acquired Lloyd House in 
1956 — just hours before its demolition 
— he was feted as Alexandria’s architec-
tural	 savior.	During	his	first	 visit	 to	 the	
property, he was offered the opportunity 
to acquire other threatened landmarks, 
such as The Lyceum, in hopes he might 
be interested in spreading his wealth and 
generosity around. 
 But New’s status as a preservation 
hero, and the hope of him restoring Lloyd 
House as a museum, proved short-lived. 
After removing all plumbing from the 
house, he left it vacant for several years 
while he pursued different options. New 
proposed that the house be used as a lob-
bying headquarters for American psy-
chiatrists, a residence for the president of 
the American Red Cross, a science center 
and,	finally,	 an	office	 for	 one	of	 his	 oil	
exploration companies: Green Cabin De-
velopment Corp. 
 But these plans fell through, and he 
leased the house to William and Randall 
Vosbeck, two young brothers who had 
recently	founded	an	architectural	firm	in	
Alexandria, known as Vosbeck and Vos-
beck.	The	firm	would	eventually	play	a	
major role in the ‘60s urban renewal proj-
ect in Old Town. In fact, the redesign of 
the historic city’s core was planned with-
in the walls of Lloyd House.
	 Interestingly,	 the	 Vosbeck	 firm	 de-

signed a nine-story, L-shaped building in 
a Georgian design for New that was pro-
posed to surround Lloyd House.  Though 
the building technically adhered to zon-
ing, the board of architectural review re-
jected it as “monstrous.”  
 Finally New applied for a demolition 
permit, prodding the city and Alexandria 
Historic Restoration and Preservation 
Commission to acquire the property for 
public use. After serving as part of the 
Alexandria Library for nearly 25 years, it 
is	now	the	headquarters	for	the	Office	of	
Historic Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is provided by the  
Office of Historic Alexandria.

T

Weekly Poll

Take the poll at alextimes.com

This Week 
How important of an issue is  
affordable housing to you?

A. Very. 

b. I’m not overly concerned.
C. We have bigger problems.

47% I’m too busy  
 to care. 

32% No. 

21% Yes.

Last Week  
Will What’s Next Alexandria 
foster better civic engage-
ment?

Photo/Library of CongreSS

19 votes
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By elaine markoutsas 

 Rheostats have nothing 
on candles. Dimming the 
lights boosts the ambience 
when you’re trying to dial 
down a bright interior at 
night. But candlelight inter-
jects another dimension.
 It’s romantic. Dramatic. 
Even magical. It lends a fa-
miliar, old-fashioned com-
fort to a space. Candles 
evoke moods from spiritual 
to sensual.
 The glow of candlelight 
adds warmth — most wel-
come during the holiday 
season, along with the scent 
of pumpkin pie or pine. 
Candles are integral to many 
Thanksgiving, Hanukkah or 
Christmas tabletops.
 In recent years, there’s 

been a proliferation of 
candles — tapers, pillars, 
votives and sculpted wax, 
including pumpkins, snow-
men, angels, Santas and 
nutcrackers. They come au 
naturel or colored, striped, 
polka-dotted, sculpted or 
even embellished with ev-
erything from painted au-
tumn leaves to glitter to ac-
tual crystals. Appropriately, 
the selection of candlehold-
ers	 has	 expanded	 to	 reflect	
most every design style, 
from ubersleek to over-the-
top baroque.
 Over time, candlehold-
ers have been crafted from 
metal, glass or crystal, por-
celain, ceramic, resin and 
wood, as well as mixed 
media. From holders to ac-
commodate short votives to 

tall tapers — some extend 
up to nearly four feet — to 
candelabra whose multiple 
“arms” housing lights can 
be	 significantly	 wide.	 Price	
tags range from under $1 to 
nearly $9,000 for a Baccarat 
crystal candelabrum.
 Shape is pushing the de-
sign envelope. Three-dimen-
sional	 and	 figural	 pieces,	
such as regally robed angels 
holding candles, are popu-
lar at this time of year, but 
among the newest designs 
are engaging sculptural 
looks that celebrate form. A 
dragon shape interpreted in 
richly detailed nickel-coated 
brass was designed by Josie 
Natori, and is available at 
Neiman Marcus.
 An organic interpretation 

at home
Celebrate the holidays by candlelight 

 This lovely residence features 
almost 5,000 square feet in the 
heart of Old Town. Circa 1850, the 
stately home — on a double lot — 
boasts	 six	 fireplaces,	 a	 ballroom-
sized double parlor, 13-foot ceil-
ings and two gorgeous staircases.  
 The sun-drenched rooms are 
framed by stunning architectural 
details, such as deep moldings 
and millwork as well as original 
random-width	 pine	 floors.	An	 en-
tertaining-sized dining room over-
looks the private courtyard and 
swimming pool through several 
sets of French doors. 
 At the rear of the home, a gour-

met center-island kitchen opens to 
a	wonderful	family	room	with	fire-
place. Each of the home’s gener-
ously	 sized	five	 bedrooms	 conve-
niently contains an en-suite bath, 
but the true showstopper is the 
master suite. A sitting room with 
built-in	 bookcases	 and	 an	 office	
with half-bath add to the private 
retreat,	which	also	has	 a	fireplace	
and extravagant master bath. 
 Outdoors, enjoy a dip in the pool 
or relaxing on the lovely porches 
on each level, including one off of 
the master suite. Off-street parking 
for two cars also is accessible from 
the rear of the home.  

home of the Week

ADVERTORIAL

Stately home has stunning architectural details

At a glance:
Location: 414 Duke St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314
Price: $3,495,000

bedrooms: 5
bathrooms: 6 full, 2 half
Style: Federal
year built: 1850

Parking: 2 off-street 
Contact: Sue Goodhart of McEnearney 
Associates at 703-362-3221 or sue@
suegoodhart.com 

Photo/MCenearney aSSoCiateS
(Left) Sited on a double lot, this property features a pool, two porches, gardens and off-street park-
ing. (Right) This gorgeous double-parlor with two fireplaces is ideal for entertaining.

SEE canDlelight | 27

Photo/Pottery barn
Create a new tradition with a sculptural menorah hand carved from a single 
piece of mango wood. The piece has a light stained finish that easily blends with 
many furniture styles. 
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Stately home has stunning architectural details

of the traditional menorah is 
handsomely hand carved out of 
a single piece of mango wood. 
The piece from Pottery Barn 
commands attention with its 
sculptural leaves and blooms, 
and its graduating candles ris-
ing and falling from 10 1/2 
inches at center.
 An almost cup-shaped iron 
tree that stands 31 inches tall 
is a dramatic centerpiece or 
anchor for a sidebar. Votive 
candles nestle in its black iron 
branches, which maintain a vi-
sual lightness because you can 
see into the “nest.”
 There are plenty of unex-
pected shapes, even on a small-
er scale. At CB2, for example, 
some low-slung contemporary 
candleholders are chunky and 
faceted, with surprising dimen-
sion. The squatty 5 1/4-inch-
tall iron pieces, available in 
white or chartreuse powder-
coat, are called Pivot because 
of the sharp turned angles of 
their sides.
 Cues from fashion are be-
ing expressed in novel ways. 
The so-trendy animal patterns 
that have been cropping up on 
everything from sweaters and 
shoes to fabrics and area rugs 
have a spot-on interpretation 
in gold-painted metal at Nei-
man Marcus. Simple rectangu-
lar lanterns are decorated with 
cutout patterns suggesting the 
coats of Serengeti animals, al-
lowing light to dance through.
 A similar effect is achieved 
with piercing, like that of tradi-
tional tinwork. One particular-
ly fetching design at Crate and 
Barrel features a leaf pattern. 
Hundreds of pinholes create 
the design, which looks beaded 
as it stands out on the face of 
a black iron hurricane, which 
is gold plated inside, glowing 
when the candle is lit.
 Light play also is affected 
by media such as glass, and 
especially enhanced when the 
glass is colored, frosted, crack-
led or silvered. The antique 
silvery	finish	of	mercury	glass	
is a popular fashion look to-
day. Replicated in hurricanes 

or shapely candleholders and 
available from retailers such 
as Pottery Barn and Ballard 
Designs, the low-luster pieces 
shimmer in candlelight. 
 The scale of some candle-
holders has been beefed up in 
recent years. Hurricane lamps, 
for example, can be quite sub-
stantial in height and diam-
eter to lend impressive visual 
weight. Simple glass cylinders 
or traditional hourglass shapes 
have evolved to glass that’s 
thicker, sometimes rustically 
mottled and/or banded in metal. 
There may be decorative grill-
work outside or inside, part of 
what cradles the candle. Some 
hurricanes are architectural in 
stature, such as a 30 1/2-inch 
tall, 15 1/2-inch wide metal 
bamboo model that resembles 
a pagoda.
 A handsome design from 
Ralph Lauren Home, the al-
most 9-inch wide Nelson hur-
ricane is wrapped in narrow 
leather thongs, set in neat yet 
irregular horizontal rows to 
complement brass rims. The 
larger version, at 17 3/4 inches 
tall, sells for $995 at Neiman 
Marcus.
 Lantern-style candlehold-
ers, so popular for outdoors, 
now	are	finding	their	way	onto	
indoor tabletops. On the Wiste-
ria website, one metal tabletop 
coach lantern sits on a fancy 
scrolled base. Non-footed 
styles are both casual and more 
formal, depending on shapes 
and materials.
 Candlesticks have fattened 
up and slimmed down, offer-
ing a wide variety for those 
seeking this traditional format. 
Column-like, turned, spindled, 
fluted	and	stacked	elements	are	
among the features that take on 
very different looks in glass or 
wood. 
 A “style your own” option 
offers	 even	 more	 flexibility.	
A very modern collection of 
five	 skinny	 holders	 of	 differ-
ent heights, lined up side by 
side, turns out to be mounted 
on a base. The Ibis candle-
holder from Crate and Barrel 
actually has movable parts; you 
can switch up the order of the 
sticks, varying the heights at 
your whim.

 Customizable, transform-
able design is the premise of 
the website Module-R. Em-
bracing a kind of Lego ap-
proach, the idea is to make the 
pieces your own. A stacked 
crystal candleholder, for ex-
ample, is composed of multiple 
parts and shapes — with color 
options in red, green, black, 
orange and blue — which you 
can rearrange to your heart’s 
content. Another candelabrum-
style piece folds in different 
configurations.
 Holders for pillar candles 
also have evolved into broader 
cylinders and hybrids that seem 
to be an extension of candela-
bra, such as a heavily scrolled 
black iron piece inspired by 
Moroccan gateware and avail-
able from Pottery Barn.
 Finally, votives and even 
the smaller tea lights, which of-
ten are combined in multiples 
with other candleholders rang-
ing in scale, are sporting more 
decorative housings. Fancy 
filigree-like	 wires,	 sometimes	
studded with jewels, create a 
strong dynamic. An intriguing 
horizontal arrangement is a 
glass log-shaped piece crafted 
from beaker glass. Available at 
Crate	 and	Barrel,	 it	 holds	five	
votives.
 Although candleholders are 
considered decorative acces-
sories, they can make quite an 
impact on decor.
 More often, candlesticks are 
used symmetrically in pairs, 
especially on the table or on a 
fireplace	 mantel.	 Votives	 are	
effective in odd numbers, mul-
tiples	 of	 three,	 five	 or	 seven.	
Candleholders for tapers are 
smashing, ganged together, es-
pecially engaging in the same 
medium — all glass or metal in 
varying shapes and styles.
 Classic designs, of course, 
are versatile. So candleholders 
need not be static. Those that 
grace the table for the holidays 
can move to a sideboard, man-
tel or cocktail table throughout 
the year.
 With so many choices, you 
are	bound	to	find	candleholders	
to suit your taste and budget. 
One thing about candlelight — 
it never will go out of style.

canDlelight 
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571-257-2591

Save $40!

1st Cleaning

New clients only. 
Exp. 12/31/12

AT-1212  

3rd Visit

~

need an elf for yourself
this holiday season?

ASK
ABOUT

Carpet, Duct
and Window

Cleaning too!

AlexTimes.com

More opinion. 

More entertainMent. 

More sports. 

More news. 

more AlexAndriA.
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ACrOSS
1 Big cat hybrid
6 Freezing cold
11 Inclination
16 The peacock network
19 A sister of Clio
20 Eat at the beach?
21 Bullfighters’ entrance march
22 “ ___ the ramparts ...”
23 Unconditionally
26 Actress Charlotte of “The  
  Facts of Life”
27 Not intentional
28 Linen sale purchase

29 Garbage emanations
31 The last one brings it up
32 Yodeler’s mountain
34 Rock for miners
35 Liquidation sale
38 Sea eagles
39 Prefix meaning “new”
40 Journalist Shriver
42 Little troublemakers
43 ___ Beach, Calif.
47 Powerful canine
49 Barry of Green Beret ballad  
  fame
53 Tylenol target
54 Make a decision

55 Sing Sing disorder
57 St. ___ (largest U.S. Virgin  
  Island)
58 Samurai, e.g.
60 Bridge supports
61 Unpopular spots
62 Tenth anniversary gift
63 Deg. for an executive
64 He’ll rub you the right way
66 Greek letter after pi
67 Warning from the postal  
  service
71 Genes material
72 Confession receivers
74 Jed Clampett’s find

75 Crumb runner
76 Letterman’s house?
77 The golden calf and others
78 Cut in thin strips, as carrots
81 Ecological community
82 Remove flawed ones
83 Sales ___ (company agent,  
  for short)
84 Buttonhole, e.g.
85 Intensely hot
86 Old word for 75-Across
88 Confused
90 ___ in comparison
92 Posed a question
94 Hallow ending?
95 Window frame
99 New Testament section
101 Plus additional things
104 Beatty in “Network”
105 Spread in a tub
106 Odd-numbered page, often
107 Asian goatlike animal
109 Design in advance
111 Nest egg option, briefly
112 Warning from a TV an 
  nouncer
117 Qtr. starter
118 “Bye!”
119 Legendary McQueen
120 Credits as a source
121 “With all ___ respect ...”
122 Middle Eastern country on  
  the Red Sea
123 Country crooner Tucker

124 ___ a clue (is naive)

dOWN
1 What most college profes- 
  sors desire
2 One with pressing issues?
3 Certain meter reader
4 Marine mammals with  
  webbed feet
5 Prolific romance writer  
  Roberts
6 Less harsh
7 Joule fraction
8 Forfeiture
9 Potato named after its state
10 Discourage from proceeding
11 Brief quarrel
12 Lancelot du ___ (knight of  
  the Round Table)
13 Burnout result
14 Formerly, on the wedding  
  page

15 Big fusses
16 Accuracy required
17 Face hardship bravely
18 Family emblems
24 Twice as dumb
25 Rain in buckets
30 More than exalts
33 ___ Beach, Fla.
35 Vegas game featuring  
  shooters
36 What Santa checks twice
37 Horse’s nibble
41 Indifferent to right and  
  wrong
43 Evil spell
44 Sculling need
45 What to call an elderly  
  gentleman
46 Philosophy in an Orwell  
  novel
48 From Dublin
49 Kind of neckwear
50 Way out of date
51 Warning on some keys
52 Tell a tall tale
56 Enormous, destructive wave
58 Takes first place
59 Band of geishas?
60 Time you can’t relive
62 Rocky crags
64 Male lion’s distinction
65 Put on a scale of 1 to 10

67 Secluded valleys
68 Rogaine alternative
69 Wire measure
70 Camper’s water flask
73 Height of sanctity
76 Evergreen tree
78 Yanks
79 Yale collegian
80 Vote down
81 Jazz genre
83 “All ___!” (court phrase)
85 Icy wasteland
87 Prefix for “content”
89 Like some divers
90 “End of story!”
91 Quick impression
93 Big bucks?
95 “Houseboat” actress Loren
96 Metes out
97 Mariners
98 “I’m telling you the truth!”
100 “Without delay,” facetiously
102 Lovers’ engagement
103 Terra ___
107 “Star Trek” phaser setting
108 Timely question?
110 ___-A-Sketch
113 Poetic form
114 Game played with counters
115 It props up a golf ball
116 League of 79-Down

classifieds

Weekly Words

last Week’s solution:

merchandiser/reseT rep 
Reliable early morning Merchan-
diser with Reset Exp., Dependable 
Car willing travel in Large territory 
within Maryland/VA areas.  Hours 
are 32 hrs a week 4am-12pm. Pay 
biweekly and Expenses paid month-
ly. If interested contact BPowers@
johare.com or NHall@johare.com

make a decision you can feel good abouT.
At Coverall, we make owning your own business an attainable goal. Join 
a leading commercial cleaning franchise system in a growing industry.
• Financing Available
• Billing & Collections Services
• Comprehensive Training
• Initial Customer Base

With as low as $2000 down, there has never been an easier way to start 
a business for yourself.

Call 301-710-0444 or visit 
www.CoverallWashingtonDC.com

and change your future today.

703.739.0001

what can  
the 
times do  

for you?

We have gotten 

so many new 

patients from 

advertising in the 

Alexandria Times.

- Dr. Marie Steinmetz

1225 Martha Custis Dr., 

STE C-1

Alexandria, VA 22302

(703) 671-2700

helP WanteD
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alexanDria’s nonProfits
Making a difference every day.

you can make a difference with your tax deductible donation  
to charity. Please donate to these worthy causes. 

www.janefranklin.com/support
www.kickstarter.com/projects/
janefranklindance/24-hour-dance-project

703.933.1111

Donate 

Collaborations 

PerformanCes  
for ChilDren 

DanCe eDuCation

JanefranKlinDanCe

Bethany House of Northern Virginia provides emergency 
shelter and supportive services to women and children fleeing 
abusive situations. For more than 32 years, Bethany House 
has partnered with communities throughout Northern 
Virginia and the DC metropolitan area to eliminate domestic 
violence one family at a time. 

WAYS YOU CAN DONATE

Online  
Visit www.bhnv.org and look 
for the “Donate Now” button 
to make your donation today.  

Mail 
You can make your  
check out to: 

Bethany House  
of Northern Virginia

Attn: Development Office 
Bethany House of Northern 
Virginia
6121 Lincolnia Road
Suite #303
Alexandria, VA 22312

Donate today and help survivors  
of domestic violence.

Building Boats ... Building Lives
Helping young people improve their lives through the building of wooden boats. 

PURCHASE YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT contact  
Kathy Seifert at seifert@alexandriaseaport.org  
or call 703-549-7078.

Make your Holiday Gift Matter! Donate today! 

Your gift could purchase books, backpacks, class supplies, lumber, tools, 
lunch, building materials and more!  | www.alexandriaseaport.org

This holiday season you can 
give a gift that enriches, educates, 
and engages people living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and their 
families with your support of 

Alzheimer’s Family Day Center. 703-204-4664
2812 Old Lee Hwy, #210

Fairfax, VA 22031
www.AlzheimersFDC.org

ACT for Alexandria    www.actforalexandria.org

One ACT on your part  

can make a  

DifferenCe.

DONATETODAY!

Go to www.seniorservicesalex.org  
Click “DONATE”

Email Development@ 
seniorservicesalex.org  

Include the name and address of 
the person receiving the gift. 

Mail to: Senior Services of  
Alexandria, 700 Princess 
Street, Mezzanine Level, 

Alexandria, VA 22314 Include 
the name and address of the 

person receiving the gift.

For a donation of $25 or greater, you can  
sponsor a senior citizen who may receive a 

visit from a community neighbor, a hot meal 
delivered to their home or assistance with life’s 

daily challenges. We’ll honor your friend, family 
or loved one with a beautiful Senior Services  

of Alexandria holiday greeting.

This year, give a senior  
a gift of compassion.

what can  
the 
times do  

for you?

The Nonprofit Directory 
will run until the end  

of the year. 
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
MERRIMACK, SS SUPERIOR COURT

Docket No. 08-E-0053

In the Matter of the Liquidation of Noble Trust Company
NOTICE OF HEARINGS

PlEASE TAKE NOTICE that on April 17, 2012, Ronald A. Wilbur, Bank Commissioner for the 
State of New Hampshire, in his capacity as liquidator of Noble Trust Company (the “liquidator” 
and “Noble Trust,” respectively), filed the liquidator’s Motion for Approval of Settlement and 
Release Agreement with PHl Variable Insurance Company (the “Phoenix Settlement Motion”), 
and that on or before December 28, 2012, the liquidator anticipates filing motions to approve 
certain separate settlement and release agreements with American National Insurance Company, 
AXA Equitable life Insurance Company, Credit Suisse AG, Credit Suisse lending Trust (USA) 
2, Credit Suisse lending Trust (USA) 3, The lincoln National life Insurance Company, and Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. Upon executing settlement and release agreements with any of these parties, the 
liquidator intends to file motions to approve those agreements (together with the Phoenix Settlement 
Motion, the “Settlement Motions”). Copies of the Settlement Motions and the related agreements 
will be available for review during regular office hours at the Office of the Clerk, Merrimack County 
Superior Court, 163 North Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire, 03302, or may be obtained 
upon request of The Office of Noble liquidation, Attn: Abigail Shaine (Tel.: (603) 625-6733), or 
viewed on the New Hampshire Banking Department’s web site (www.nh.gov/banking/noble-
trust/). IF GRANTED, THE SETTlEMENT MOTIONS WIll RESUlT IN THE SURRENDER, 
CANCEllATION, OR OTHER TERMINATION OF CERTAIN lIFE INSURANCE POlICIES 
ISSUED TO OR FOR THE BENEFIT OF NOBlE TRUST ClIENTS, AND A RElEASE OF 
THE SETTlING PARTIES FROM All ClAIMS RElATING TO THOSE POlICIES. YOU ARE 
URGED TO CAREFUllY AND THOROUGHlY REVIEW THE SETTlEMENT MOTIONS, 
THE SETTlEMENT AGREEMENTS AND All OTHER RElATED PlEADINGS, AND 
CONSUlT WITH YOUR OWN lEGAl ADVISORS AS YOU SEE FIT.

PlEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that on January 24, 2013 at 1:30 p.m., prevailing Eastern 
Time, or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard, a hearing will be held at the Merrimack County 
Superior Court, 163 North Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire, 03302, on the Settlement 
Motions. 

PlEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that objections to the Settlement Motions, if any, must be 
filed with the Clerk of Court at the above address, and served upon counsel for the liquidator at their 
respective addresses shown below, counsel identified in the particular Settlement Motion to which 
the objection pertains (as set forth in the Settlement Motion), and upon all other counsel of record 
(whose names and addresses may be obtained from the Clerk’s Office), so as to be actually received 
by all such parties on or before January 10, 2013.
Christopher M. Candon, Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green, PA, 1000 Elm Street, P.O. Box 3701, 
Manchester, NH 03105-3701, ccandon@sheehan.com, Fax: (603) 627-8121
Peter C.l. Roth, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General, 33 Capitol 
Street, Concord, NH 03301-6397, peter.roth@doj.nh.gov, Fax: (603) 271-2110
Dated: November 28, 2012

December’s cause:

Contact: Cheryl Jones-Gage � 1804 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22301 � 703-836-2427 

Alexandria Times’  
Cause of the Month

The Alexandria Times will donate a portion of every paid 
display ad in December to our Cause of the Month.  Please 

join us in contributing to this worthy cause.

Thank you to the following Alexandria Times advertisers for supporting  
communiTy lodgings in the month of november.

ACE Hardware
Alexandria Convention & Visitors’ 
Association
Aetna Medicare
Affordable Energy Concepts
Alexadnria Country Day School
Alexandria Pet Care
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
Allegro
Allison Silberberg for City Council
Angela’s Cleaning
Animal Welfare League
AT Home in Alexadnria
Baja Fresh
Bastille Restaurant
Beauvoir Elementary School
Best Buy
Bittersweet Café
Bob Wood
Boutique District
Bradlee Dental
Browne Academy
Bugsy’s Pizza
Build a Bear
Bunting Realty
Caffi Contracting
Care for You
Caring Hands
Carlos Painting
Carlyle Club
Chadwick’s
Christ the King Church
Christine Garner - Weichert Realtors
Christopher Wright-attorney
City of Alexandria 
Cochlear Americas
CommonWealth One  
 Federal Credit Union
Condlyn’s Florist
Cosmetic Hearing Solutions
Davis Contracting
Deja Va
Del Pepper for City Council
Diann Hicks - Pet of the Week
Disney Productions
Elizabeth Lucchesi -  
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Exterior Medic
EYA
Fashion Finch
Fibre Space
Fitness Together
Foster’s Grille
Frank Fannon for City Council
Goldworks
Gordon Wood -  
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Gossipya
Hatcher’s/Dream Weaver
Hermitage
Hoffman Center Barber Shop
Holiday Inn 
HomeWise Referrals
Immanuel Lutheran School
Isabella
J&J Builders

JMK Shows
Jobin Reall Estate
John Marshall Bank
Karing by Kristina
King Street Cats
Kristin Mango -  
 McEnearney Associates, Inc.
Lamplighter
Landry’s Seafood House
LeRefuge Restaurant
Little Theatre of Alexandria
LuLu Sage
Maid Brigaide
Marc Williams - School Board
McCormick & Schmick
McEnearney Commercial
Metro Behavioral Health Services
Michael’s Carpet Cleaning
Modell’s
Mount Vernon Estates
Nanotech
National Art & Framing
Nesbitt Realty
Neuro Clinic
Paramount
Phil Cefaratti - Weichert Realtors
Picture Perfect Home Improvement
Port City Playhouse
Potomac Falls Contracting
Prudential PenFed Realty
Robert Kraus for City Council
Seaport Properties
Shoe Hive
Shuman Bakerty
Sila Air
Silver Parrot
Society Fair
St. Anselms Abbey School
Stanley Martin
State Board of Elections
Steinmeitz Medical Group
Stonewall Kitchens
Storm Repair
Strictly Rhythm Dance Center
Sue Goodhart - McEnearney 
Associates, Inc.
Suntrust Bank
Synetic Theater
TC Williams Craft Fair
Ten Thousand Villages
The Asher
The Henry
The Potomack Company
Thomas Moser Cabinetmakers
Tim Lovain
Torpedo Factory
Transurban
Virginia Commerce Bank
Virginia Dept of ABC
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority
Yves Bistro

The Alexandria School for the 
Performing Arts offers quality arts 
lessons with experienced and certified 
teachers.  These lessons are offered to 
the community at very low program 
service fees to benefit low income 
families and at risk children in 
Alexandra.  Six disciplines of arts lessons 

are available: Piano Lab, Guitar Lab, Brass Techniques, Dance, Vocal 
Pedagogy and Percussion Techniques.  Classes are offered during 
fall, winter, and spring terms, nine weeks each, and the program 
fees are $70.00 per term.  A recital is held at the end of each term to 
highlight the achievements of each student.  

               
Alexandria Board  

of Architectural Review
Old & Historic  

Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE  
OF A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
December 19, 2012 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

CASE BAR 2012‑0364
Request for alterations at 516 N 
Columbus St.
APPLICANT:  Charles Kohler by 
Doug Bibb

CASE BAR2012‑0382
Request for alterations at 315 Queen 
St.
APPLICANT:  Jana McKeag by Rob-
ert Gooch Sr., Renewal by Anderson

CASE BAR2012‑0383
Request to partially demolish & 
capsulate at 424 Queen St.
APPLICANT:  Erick & Margaret 
Chiang by Patrick Camus

CASE BAR2012‑0384
Request for an addition & alterations 
at 424 Queen St.
APPLICANT:  Erick & Margaret 
Chiang by Patrick Camus

CASE BAR2012‑0386
Request for revisions to previously 
approved plans at 412 S Fairfax St.
APPLICANT:  Alice Reid by G. Ray 
Lewis, Lewis & Associates
 

Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666.

               

Alexandria Board of 
Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE  
OF A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by 
the Alexandria Board of Architec-
tural Review on WEDNESDAY, 
December 12, 2012 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second 
floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

DESIGN GUIDELINES AMEND‑
MENT ‑ Public hearing and consid‑
eration of request for approval 
of amendments to the Design 
Guidelines for the Parker‑Gray 
Historic District.
 
Information about the above item(s) 
may be obtained from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

about our team and learning 
about each other,” Fitzpatrick 
said. “That’s part of the process 
of building a strong team.” 
 The Maroon fell to Bishop 
Ireton last week in their first 
game of the season, 72-53, but 
the team takes it one step at a 
time.
 “We want to keep the men-
tality of one game at a time,” 
McCann said. “We’re rebuild-
ing, and we’re not the same 
team as last year.”

maroon 

FRoM | 16
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Carlos F. Painting, Inc.

Carlos Fuentes   References & Guaranteed
571.233.7667 • www.carlosfpainting.com

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• All Carpentry Work
• Water Damage
• Pressure Washing Decks & Homes

SpeCial 
priCeS 

for Empty Houses

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Floor Waxing Service
    

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Careful workmanship

• Serving local area for 30 years

• Old fashioned paste wax method
• Working owners assure quality

• Residential service a specialty

Business Directory

703-356-4459 • Family Owned/Operated

Window Cleaning
           • Working owners   
              assure quality
• Careful workmanship

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

• All work done by hand
• Residential service a specialty
• Serving local area for 30 years

Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet Repair
Pet Problem Experts

Quality Service Since 1977

Carpet Cleaning
Carpet Stretching

Oriental Rugs

Mold Remediation

Mike’s Carpet Cleaning
5 Rooms Only $125

35 Years Experience – Including The White House!
For More Info Call 703-978-2270

24Hour Emergency Water Damage

703.314.1287 • AllegroLLC.net

Residential & Commercial

Whole-house 
Generators

Panel Replacement 

Lighting

703.314.1287
AllegroLLC.net

Picture Perfect Home Improvements
(703) 590-3187   www.pphionline.com
Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

“If it can be done, we can do it!”  Serving Northern VA
Ask About Our Monthly Coupon • Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, 
Carpentry, Wood Replace/Repair, 

Drywall, All Flooring, Decks, 
Handyman Services

• FREE Estimates
• FAST & Reliable Service
• EASY To Schedule
• NO $$$ DOWN!

MOVING?
Do you NEED BOXES?

www.arlingtonmovingboxes.com
P:571-241-6846

$0.54
for each box

Free shipping

Order online here:

Advertise your business or service.

contact patrice culligan at  
pculligan@alextimes.com

alextimes.com

NICOROCK
Paving & Masonry - Driveway Specialists

Call TODay fOR a fREE ESTIMaTE

• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Patios
• Stoops
• Pointing and Sealing

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis Courts
• Parking Lots
• Patch and Sealing

Senior
Citizen
Discount

25%

Discount
with ad

Office: 855.268.5625
Cell: 571.480.0846

serving the entire 
va, dc, md areas

Regular Haircut $14.00
Military (All Branches) $11.00

Hoffman Center 
Barber Shop

In the Atrium 
Hoffman Town Center

Across from Eisenhower 
AMC Theater

Swamp Fox Rd. 

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm

703.960.4648

Authorized Shaw Carpet Dealer

7655 Fullerton Rd. Springfield, VA 22153
703.440.9090  |  info@dreamweavercarpets.net

DREAM WEAVER
CARPETS INC.

www.gcwrightlaw.com

Wills    TrusTs    EsTaTE Planning    TaxEs

Attorney & CPA

703-869-5277 • chris@gcwrightlaw.com
270 Gretna Green Court, Alexandria, VA 22304
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109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Donna Cramer
member, nVar Top Producers

703.627.9578
dcramer@mcenearney.com

www.donnacramer.com

 I genuinely appreciate 
your referrals and do not 
hesitate to call me if you 

are moving out of the area.  
McEnearney Associates, Inc. 

has an extensive network 
of agents in other locations, 

we can help you find a 
REALTOR® in your next town 

or your next country!

Wishing you a Peaceful and  
Joyous Holiday Season!

1802 Hare Court 
Kings Hundred

Offered at $999,500

Pristine and polished total 
renovation of a gorgeous custom 
home with 5,000 square feet, an 

expansive formal living room  
and dining room, large family 

room, four bedrooms, three and 
a half baths, and a generous 

Florida room.

FOR SALE

Contra
ct 

Pending
SOLD

5170 maris avenue 
alexandria overlook
Offered at $259,900

Lovely views from the balcony 
of this spacious two-bedroom, 
two-bath condo with updated 
kitchen, and covered parking.

5053 Kilburn Street 
Cameron Station

Offered at $550,000

Wonderful Jackson model with 
new carpet, fresh paint, and 

newer appliances, three bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, and garage.


