Congress of the Huited Slates
MWaslingion, BE 20515

August 1, 2011

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our concerns about the military imbalance in the Taiwan Strait. In
order to maintain peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, we believe it is critical for the United
States to sell the government of Taiwan all the F~16 C/D it requires. We respectfully request that
your administration move quickly to announce its support for such a sale and submit the required
Congressional Notification for a sale as soon as possible.

Successive reports issued by U.S. and Taiwanese defense authorities outline the threat Taiwan
continues to face, including the continued military buildup by the People’s Republic of China.
For example, Beijing has more than 1,400 missiles aimed at Taiwan and continues to add to this
total. China is forging ahead and deploying next generation military technology. Military
experts both in Taiwan and in the United States have raised alarms that Taiwan is losing its
qualitative advantage in defensive arms that have long served as a primary military deterrent.

Due to impending changes within Taiwan’s force structure, we respectfully urge a timely
resolution to the aircraft sale issue, Within the next decade Taiwan will retire 70% of its fighter
force and without new fighter aircraft and upgrades to its existing flect of F-16s, Taiwan’s
situation could become quite precarious.

As you know, the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (TRA) states that it is U.S. policy “to consider
any effort to determine the future of Taiwan by other than peaceful means...of grave concern to
the United States.” We remain deeply concerned that delays in the decision on the sale of F-16s
to Taiwan and subsequently notifying Congress of their sale could very well result in closure of
the F-16 assembly line. In addition fo enhancing Taiwan’s security, approval of the sale would
support thousands of American jobs—especially well-paying jobs in the manufacturing sector.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

D. 4

ERALD E. CONNOLL VIARIO®DIAZ-BALAR
Member of Congress Member of Conggess
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