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STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE
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RULE XXI
SESSION WITH CLOSED DOORS

1. On a motion made and seconded to close the doors
of the Senate, on the discussion of any business which may,
in the opinion of a Senator, require secrecy, the Presiding
Officer shall direct the galleries to be cleared; and during
the discussion of such motion the doors shall remain closed.

2. When the Senate meets in closed session, any applica-
ble provisions of rules XXIX and XXXI, including the con-
fidentiality of information shall apply to any information
and to the conduct of any debate transacted.

RULE XXII
PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS

1. When a question is pending, no motion shall be re-
ceived but—
To adjourn.
To adjourn to a day certain, or that when the Sen-
ate adjourn it shall be to a day certain.
To take a recess.
To proceed to the consideration of executive busi-
ness.
To lay on the table.
To postpone indefinitely.
To postpone to a day certain.
To commit.
To amend.
Which several motions shall have precedence as they
stand arranged; and the motions relating to adjournment,
to take a recess, to proceed to the consideration of execu-
tive business, to lay on the table, shall be decided without
debate.

2.4 Notwithstanding the provisions of rule II or rule IV
or any other rule of the Senate, at any time a motion signed
by sixteen Senators, to bring to a close the debate upon
any measure, motion, other matter pending before the Sen-
ate, or the unfinished business, is presented to the Senate,
the Presiding Officer, or clerk at the direction of the Pre-
siding Officer, shall at once state the motion to the Senate,
and one hour after the Senate meets on the following cal-
endar day but one, he shall lay the motion before the Sen-
ate and direct that the clerk call the roll, and upon the

4 As amended by S. Res. 28, 99-2, Feb. 27, 1986.
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