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Proclamation 7643—National 
Consumer Protection Week, 2003
January 27, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Few technologies have become fixtures in 

our daily lives as quickly as computers and 
the Internet. Today, more than half of all 
Americans log on to the Internet, and that 
number is growing. Our access to informa-
tion, entertainment, credit and banking, 
products, and services from every corner of 
the world is greater than ever before. As our 
personal information becomes more acces-
sible, consumers, corporations, and govern-
ment agencies must take precautions against 
the misuse of that information. 

Computer technology and the Internet 
have revolutionized our ability to commu-
nicate and share knowledge. This new free-
dom offers incredible opportunities; but as 
individuals and as a Nation, we must guard 
against the misuse of personal information 
and identity theft. The theme of this year’s 
National Consumer Protection Week is ‘‘In-
formation Security,’’ and during this week we 
resolve to help all Americans learn how to 
keep personal information secure. 

For consumers, securing a computer is a 
matter of routine maintenance and caution. 
Effective passwords, firewalls, and up-to-
date antivirus software can help protect com-
puters, and the personal or business informa-
tion we store on them, from those who would 
damage a network operation or steal personal 
information to commit a crime. By practicing 
effective information security measures, all 
citizens can contribute to the protection of 
our national information infrastructure. 

To assist consumers, public and private en-
tities have joined forces to highlight the im-
portance of information security. They in-
clude the Federal Trade Commission, the 
U.S. Postal Service, the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service, the Federal Consumer Informa-
tion Center, the National Association of At-
torneys General, the National Consumers 
League, the American Association of Retired 
Persons, the Better Business Bureau, the 
Consumer Federation of America, and the 

National Association of Consumer Agency 
Administrators. The National Strategy to Se-
cure Cyberspace also offers guidance for the 
full range of computer users on information 
security. By working together, we can help 
consumers and businesses understand how 
information security affects their decisions at 
home and in the marketplace. 

During National Consumer Protection 
Week, I encourage all Americans to take the 
appropriate steps to ensure the security of 
their personal or sensitive information. By 
learning ways to safeguard this data, individ-
uals can help ensure their financial security, 
and contribute to the strength and prosperity 
of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim February 2 
through 8, 2003, as National Consumer Pro-
tection Week. I call upon Government offi-
cials, industry leaders, and consumer advo-
cates to provide consumers with information 
about how we can help safeguard the eco-
nomic future of all Americans by keeping our 
personal information secure. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of January, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:52 a.m., January 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on January 30.

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
January 28, 2003

The President. Thank you for coming. I’m 
going to make a quick statement, and then 
I will ask you all to leave without any ques-
tions. 

Q. With questions? 
The President. No, without any questions. 

I appreciate your understanding. 
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First, I want to welcome Tom Ridge, 
newly confirmed member of my Cabinet. I 
appreciate the Senate moving quickly. I 
asked the Senate to move quickly on the 
nomination of John Snow as well. He’s having 
his hearing today. They’ll find that John is 
a very capable, smart person who will do a 
fine job as the Secretary of Treasury. I look 
forward to having him join us here at this 
table. 

Tonight I’m going in front of our Nation 
to talk about the great challenges that face 
our country, but no doubt that we’ll be able 
to handle those challenges because we are 
a great country. I’ll talk about our deep desire 
for peace, peace not only here at home but 
peace in troubled regions of the world. I’ll 
talk about our plan to spread prosperity 
throughout America. I’ll talk about the need 
to have a health care system that is modern 
and sensitive to the needs of our seniors. 

I’ll talk about a lot of issues, but as I do 
so, I’m going to remind the American people 
that solutions to some of the seemingly in-
tractable problems lay in the hearts and souls 
of our fellow citizens, that not only are we 
a strong nation, I will say, but that we’re a 
compassionate nation, and when we find hurt 
and people who need healing, that our fellow 
citizens can provide the love necessary to 
help a citizen realize the full potential of this 
country. 

I look forward to giving this speech. It is 
a moment where I will rally the American 
people to some great causes and remind 
them that we’ll accomplish those causes to-
gether. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union 
January 28, 2003

Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, 
Members of Congress, distinguished citizens 
and fellow citizens: Every year, by law and 
by custom, we meet here to consider the 
state of the Union. This year, we gather in 
this Chamber deeply aware of decisive days 
that lie ahead. 

You and I serve our country in a time of 
great consequence. During this session of 
Congress, we have the duty to reform domes-
tic programs vital to our country. We have 
the opportunity to save millions of lives 
abroad from a terrible disease. We will work 
for a prosperity that is broadly shared, and 
we will answer every danger and every 
enemy that threatens the American people. 

In all these days of promise and days of 
reckoning, we can be confident. In a whirl-
wind of change and hope and peril, our faith 
is sure; our resolve is firm; and our Union 
is strong. 

This country has many challenges. We will 
not deny, we will not ignore, we will not pass 
along our problems to other Congresses, to 
other Presidents, and other generations. We 
will confront them with focus and clarity and 
courage. 

During the last 2 years, we have seen what 
can be accomplished when we work together. 
To lift the standards of our public schools, 
we achieved historic education reform, which 
must now be carried out in every school and 
in every classroom so that every child in 
America can read and learn and succeed in 
life. To protect our country, we reorganized 
our Government and created the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, which is mobi-
lizing against the threats of a new era. To 
bring our economy out of recession, we deliv-
ered the largest tax relief in a generation. 
To insist on integrity in American business, 
we passed tough reforms, and we are holding 
corporate criminals to account. 

Some might call this a good record. I call 
it a good start. Tonight I ask the House and 
the Senate to join me in the next bold steps 
to serve our fellow citizens. 

Our first goal is clear: We must have an 
economy that grows fast enough to employ 
every man and woman who seeks a job. After 
recession, terrorist attacks, corporate scan-
dals, and stock market declines, our economy 
is recovering. Yet, it’s not growing fast 
enough or strongly enough. With unemploy-
ment rising, our Nation needs more small 
businesses to open, more companies to invest 
and expand, more employers to put up the 
sign that says, ‘‘Help Wanted.’’

Jobs are created when the economy grows. 
The economy grows when Americans have 
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