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RULE XLV.

PROHIBITION OF UNOFFICIAL OFFICE ACCOUNTS.

1. No Member may maintain or have main-
tained for his use an unofficial office account.

2. After the date of adoption of this rule, no
funds may be paid into any unoffi-
cial office account.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
rule, if an amount from the Official Expenses Al-
lowance of a Member is paid into the House Re-
cording Studio revolving fund for telecommuni-
cations satellite services, the Member may ac-
cept reimbursement from non-political entities
in that amount for transmission to the Clerk of
the House of Representatives for credit to the
Official Expenses Allowance.

4. For purposes of this rule—
(a) the term ‘‘unofficial office account’’ means

an account or repository into which funds are re-
ceived for the purpose of defraying otherwise un-
reimbursed expenses allowable under section
162(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as
ordinary and necessary in the operation of a con-
gressional office, and includes any newsletter
fund referred to in section 527(g) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954; and

(b) the term ‘‘Member’’ means any Member of,
Delegate to, or Resident Commissioner in, the
House of Representatives.

This rule was adopted in the 95th Congress (H. Res. 287, Mar. 2, 1977,
pp. 5933–53). It was amended in the 102d Congress to permit Members
to receive reimbursements to their expense allowances for recording studio
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charges attributable to nonpolitical organizations receiving the trans-
missions (H. Res. 5, Jan. 3, 1991, p. ——).

For an in depth discussion of this rule prepared by the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct, see the House Ethics Manual (102d Cong.,
2d Sess.).

RULE XLVI.

LIMITATIONS ON THE USE OF THE FRANK.

1. Any franked mail which is mailed by a
Member under section 3210(d) of
title 39, United States Code, shall

be mailed at the equivalent rate of postage
which assures that such mail will be sent by the
most economical means practicable.

2. A Member shall, before making any mass
mailing, submit a sample or description of the
mail matter involved to the House Commission
on Congressional Mailing Standards for an advi-
sory opinion as to whether such proposed mail-
ing is in compliance with applicable provisions of
law, rule, or regulation.

3. Any mass mailing which otherwise is frank-
able by a Member under the provisions of sec-
tion 3210(e) of title 39, United States Code, shall
not be frankable unless the cost of preparing
and printing such mass mailing is defrayed ex-
clusively from funds made available in any ap-
propriations Act.

4. A Member may not send any mass mailing
outside the congressional district from which the
Member was elected.

5. In the case of any Representative in the
House of Representatives, other than a Rep-
resentative at Large, who is a candidate for any
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