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Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine

INTERNET ARCHIVE

{aybachMmaening

| Take Me Back! | Advanced Search

Surf the web as it was
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not one, but many Wayback Machines

= open source software to “replay” web archives
rewrites links to point to archived resources
allows for temporal navigation within archive

= used by many web archiving institutions
33 out of 62
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Government of Canada Web Archive
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Government of Canada Web Archive
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Portuguese Web Archive
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Web Archive Singapore
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Web Archive Singapore
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Catalonian Web Archive
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Catalonian Web Archive
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California Digital Library Web Archiving Service
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Harvard University Web Archive Collection Service
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Common

LIMITATIONS AND
WORKAROUNDS




limitation: banner displaces page elements
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workaround: hide the banner
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limitation: AJAX-enabled sites
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limitation: AJAX-enabled sites
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workaround: disable JavaScript

L e - I PR . o L) - Fl=-28
. =
!-. Iw_t.-'t:‘_ L'H: o Hiels o wiis W I

Get shor, timely messages from Atl History Center.

Twitter is a rich source of instantly updated imformation. It's easy to stay updated on an
imcradibly wide varishy of toplez, Join today and follow @ATLHistCenter

mul._, Frfiowy ATLHE=C s IR T ]

o P A

ATLANTA

L : R S
CENTER = ATLHistCenter Sas——"———

tha Expiiredindd MElGry &l Sad
ol the Singheaers targas]
r-" :leiﬁu!nﬁ'lhbllli!‘l' -
1920 e,
RT @scontobeedd: Field tnp today at SN SN
the @ATLHistCenter was great. Kids ' '

enjoyed it. Now just tired! Touet 11

Iarch ¥, 15895 - Frlamnrogisl HoDe W, YWooonnT passed away in
Allaria Imblr T

Pratoe £850 view of Tent Street in Micosn View Larger bag

i
- e B =
Ereryl BT gheacrichosdn Excbed DOLT Eakang ey shuminbs B0 e

E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




limitation: nav menu link errors
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workaround: insert live site URL In archive

=
S ey, Ll

D #

. =0

™ CAIR

Counril sn dmeyicosdcamic Balatimm

i b Mlasrie of Do, dheg

Hnme  About e Bmencan Musbma  Ceeil Raghte  Goamrnmen Bedshone Press Cemer  Aooan Cemter Emplayrant

CAIR R

camy

Civil Righty Eapodts
TRis e File 8 Compiaiig

Who 'we Ane

3

nial Dffices

e

L Rur

T ity Enles

E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

iy ot I Br o in

iman S amaan wes

spArtman

Simmnmriy Fmalim Tactnrs fpen Fres Clikis

T

ame

HurkBiif Sepl 11 Hewpomiler Beicrvrs Here's Hanor

T

&T §E &

WU

mdersan ol Greater T
chrir

thn

CAIR Actisn Cenber

% Facls Sboud =8I0

Hoves Relenses

Prags RRlaasag

® Mo, Ielers Morcr " EmDaE b

» WIR Agks D me Fen b TH

CALE fn Lhe Naws
= i T Beab
& Amerizan Huskms Poce

AN Pig Dadtusin

Armuarican Mutlion My

Grarch

sy b, Bha Mpcoio

Supporl CAIR: Work

AR « FOAL
B A

Thick herg e mices mays
v,

2skat Caleulator
S i
Emas
r. |
EXTTTTE

o Cwre Yk o

S

Comact CAR

1L

|4



workaround: insert live site URL In archive
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workaround: insert live site URL In archive
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limitation: no full-text search
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workaround: none yet, but R&D ongoing
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Basic

MECHANICS
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structure of a Wayback Machine URL

http://webarchiveqgr.loc.gov/loc_sites/20120131201510/

Wayback Machine URL collection date/timestamp
(YYYYMMDDHHMMSYS)
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URL-based access
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date wildcarding
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document wildcarding

oy L RE n & ﬁ orihitet argy ' ‘-' '." s L
fiou are viewing a Yveb sie, archived on B5203:86 Jun 03, 2041, that is part of a Library of Congress Web Archiee Collectan =
Extemal Iinks, forms, and search boees may not funciion wehin this cobiection. [ hide |

Meomenator review

Sl Anchor Wind o |-:uu- +| ;

T Avrerfean Chodl Wier Sesgrdcentennind Troeling Edvcatienal Exposition iv a
P lEEN devigned to celebrate & edncate the 1500 Annivermary of the events dat fead 10 8 0
firkedulr ilre e af the Rilellian {(Nerifwrs), the War af Voriluem Apgnaaion J
118 The Americzs f.!lri'l.l'ul'bﬂ'ﬂ.ll' diifer e mrddrnlefia i
O]l War - &n Ovs pvlew
JO01: EBEE « A Harme Thee AL sy famgled foor sany reavans ood snder sy e, e look to
Trbrided these neat v yewey o bpeakdmeg ifrese reaveny and help everyene bearm from
N0 T: TBED . The flae prrivtirkis & Goverey af the poot
Healbiw al Yyar

2003; RN - The Thie

Tarms

Creargs Samnmiing (B0 83 oL F252)

m":éﬂ:w" Sparsidt favrrr A iericain Fliif sl
hnce sratind,
A TRES . The Uindaw
1& Restared
SRR “Those who do not learn from history are

Hass 1Eall s mammeml

doomed to renear it

|4

E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




document wildcarding

"' o - n a3 r_" b rern . mo oo ool TRPR TR Tt e b oo D] oo g '.| . # ] hll

AlL Tolnctons Libary Boreco Prejacs

Fullest Search | I-"-_l'.l:IIr-c'.-:-*: j Coaerch | ARyl 1 (gl Eqarch

URL Search (gl [ ALL Collacices =| Zparch |

ALL Collections Library Service Projects A

Wayhack 156
=rowing 1 1o £ of 4% eesislis for hitpefowibwaneapo inpod com'

i@ =y
R IR it L

E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




document wildcarding
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Strategies for

FINDING MISSING
RESOURCES




removed or moved?

= don’t start with the archive
= missing resources have often just moved (

)

- for Firefox helps find new location

scrapes archived version for “fingerprint”
keywords; uses them to query search engines
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find archived content now at a new URL

= congressional committee hearings archive
= live site URL doesn’t work in archive

= find a site in the archive that would link to the

desired site, then navigate to contemporaneous
snapshot
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hearings archive only spans 2001-2006
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hearings archive URL changed in 2011
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truncate archival access URL
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snapshot from prior to site change
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navigate to appropriate section
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navigate to appropriate section
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find archived content now at a new URL

= records currently stored in password-protected
part of site may have previously been publicly-
accessible

= conceptual site organization lasts longer than
exact link construction

= figure out where desired resource would be on
the live site, then navigate to analogous section
on archived site
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location of resources on live site
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location of resources on live site
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authentication required
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check the site in the archive
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navigate to an individual capture
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navigate to appropriate section
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navigate to appropriate section
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How You Can

GET INVOLVED
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help us to help you

= what websites from today
would you want to be able to
consult in five, ten, twenty
years’ time”?

= have you told us what is
Important to capture?
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for more iInformation

= Library of Congress Web Archiving Program:
= Library of Congress Web Archives:
= International Internet Preservation Consortium:

= National Digital Information Infrastructure and
Preservation Program:
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guestions?

webcapture@loc.gov
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