STANDING COMMITTEE ON AUTOMATION
BIBCO/CONSER Operation Meeting Report
2009

Activities: The Committee reviewed charges for the two task groups described below. The chair
received notification from Carolyn Sturtevant that the “Authority File Comparison Rules”
document by the SCA Task Group on Normalization required a revision. After consulting with
the SCA members on that task group, we accepted her suggestion that Library of Congress staff
do the revising.

Task Groups: Two task groups have been set up: the MODS/Dublin Core Record Utilization
Task Group (charge: http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/sca/MODS-TG.pdf) and the Task Group on
Automated Record Enhancement (charge attached). The membership for each is:

MODS/Dublin Core Record Utilization
Christopher Cronin, University of Chicago
Steve Shadle, University of Washington
Ann Caldwell, Brown University
Robert Bremer, OCLC
Les Hawkins, Library of Congress
Philip E. Schreur, Stanford University - Chair

Automated Record Enhancement
Paul Frank, Library of Congress
Richard Greene, OCLC
Joseph Kiegel, University of Washington
Shana McDanold, University of Pennsylvania
Bob Thomas, Western Washington University
Glen Wiley, Cornell University
Robert Bremer, OCLC - Co-chair
Gary Strawn, Northwestern University - Co-chair

The ARE group only recently got started. The MODS group has sent out a survey and they are
currently analyzing the results. They have contact Jean Godby at OCLC, who is in charge of
metadata schema transformations to discuss options. They have also begun the review of the
BIBCO core standard and the CONSER standard record.

Respectfully submitted,

Adolfo R. Tarango

Chair - PCC Standing Committee on Automation
April 17, 2009


http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/sca/MODS-TG.pdf

Task Group on Automated Record Enhancement

Background

The current Policy Committee (PoCo) chair, David Banush, was approached by Karen Calhoun
of OCLC to discuss areas of possible cooperation between the PCC and OCLC. At its
November 2008 meeting, PoCo endorsed the idea of such discussions. David Banush and
Magda El-Sherbini, chair-elect of PoCo, visited OCLC headquarters in December 2008 to meet
with Karen Calhoun, Glenn Patton, and other OCLC staff members about potential
collaborations.

One area that emerged was assistance from PCC members in reviewing guidelines for updating
master records in the WorldCat database as part of the record-loading process. The PCC
Steering Committee endorsed the idea of a task group to work with OCLC staff on creating such
guidelines and referred the work to the Standing Committee on Automation (SCA).

Charge

The PCC Steering Committee charges the PCC Standing Committee on Automation —-OCLC
Task Group on Automated Record Enhancement to:

1. Explore options to improve automatic augmentation of master records in the WorldCat
database. This may include:
a. Reviewing existing guidelines for comparing incoming records against master
records
b. Outlining which fields should be merged into the master record from incoming
records as part of every record-loading project (if any)
2. Testing the results and refining them based on review by TG members, PCC participants,
or both
3. Reporting the results to the PCC member community and WorldCat user community and
seeking further feedback
4. Working with OCLC staff to implement any changes to the existing guidelines in
WorldCat (as appropriate)

Reporting/Time Frame/Final Action

Reports to the Chair of SCA

Preliminary report, including changes to the guidelines, to Chair by June 29, 2009

Final report to Chair by September 30, 2009

Review/comments by October 16, 2009. Comments will be from SCA and SCS membership.
Final Report with SCA/SCS comments to PoCo by October 23, 2009

Final action on findings determined by PoCo at 2009 PoCo annual meeting



