DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ARMED FORCES EPIDEMIOLOGICAL BOARD
5109 LEESBURG PIKE
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041-3258

AFEB (15-l1la) 95-1 28 February 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (HEALTH AFFAIRS)
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
THE SURGEON GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

SUBJECT: Recommendations Concerning Adenovirus Vaccine Program

At its 23-24 February 1995 meeting, the Armed Forces
Epidemiological Board was briefed on issues regarding the
adenovirus vaccine program. Although a short term critical
supply problem appears to have been resolved, the Board has
concerns about the long term success of this program. To assist
you in prioritizing this program, we discussed these issues and
provide the following general comments:

a. THE RISK AND IMPACT OF ADENOVIRUS INFECTIONS
TO MILITARY OPERATIONS ARE CONSIDERED OF
HIGHEST SIGNIFICANCE AT PRESENT AND FOR THE
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.

b. ASSURING CONTINUING AND TIMELY AVAILABILITY
OF THE CURRENT VACCINE SHOULD BE GIVEN THE
HIGHEST PRIORITY IN FACILITATING ACQUISITION.

c. ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS FOR THE USE OF VACCINE
SUCH AS OUTBREAK CONTROL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
AND RESEARCH TO DETERMINE THE RELATIVE EFFICACY
OF SUCH PROGRAMS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED.

d. LONG TERM ARRANGEMENTS TO ASSURE A STABLE AND
RELIABLE SOURCE OF VACCINE SHOULD BE PURSUED
VIGOROUSLY.

e. EPIDEMIOLOGIC SURVEILLANCE ACTIVITIES INCLUDING
DIAGNOSTIC CAPABILITIES SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED
IN THE MILITARY.
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