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Alabama
S364A050246

Clarke County Board of Education

P.O. Box 936

155 W. Cobb Street

Grove Hill, AL 36451-0906

Barbara J. Whittington

(251) 275-8993

Recommended Grant: $225,878

Clarke County Board of Education includes nine school sites serving 3,545 students in grades K-12.  The Everybody Reads (E.R.) project aims to improve student literacy as measured by the SAT 10.  The project will update print collections, choosing materials aimed at increasing student’s early literacy skills and reading fluency (for elementary schools) and strengthening independent reading (for middle and high schools).  The project will also emphasize collaboration among the library media specialists, reading coaches and classroom teachers in order to integrate literary skills into all areas of the curriculum.  In addition, media centers will expand their hours to accommodate students’ needs; within these extended hours of operation the project will provide programs tailored to each reading level.

S364A050525

Hale County Board of Education

P.O. Box 360 

1115 Powers Street

Greensboro, AL  36744

Barbara S. McDaniel

(334) 624-3022

Recommended Grant: $339,150

The Hale County Board of Education, situated in rural Alabama, serves 3,140 students (grades pre-K - 12).  The district has nine school campuses, Akron East High School, Akron West Elementary, Greensboro East High School, Greensboro West High School, Greensboro West Elementary, Hale County High School, Moundville Elementary, and Sunshine High School/Elementary.  The Hale County Board of Education will address the literacy needs of all its students through the MC READ Program (Media Centers Revitalizing and Enriching Achievement and Development).  The grant funds allocated to the program will be used to update library materials, provide professional development for media specialists, provide weekend and summer library hours for students and parents, implement collaborative projects with the local public libraries, and update the computers in all media centers of all schools.  The goal is for the Hale County system students to acquire sufficient skills to show marked improvement on the state mandated literacy tests.

Alaska

S364A050300

Kake City School District

P.O. Box 450

Kake, AK 99830-0450

Eric Gebhart

(907) 738-3741

Recommended Grant: $248,317

Kake City is a single-school district serving 142 (K-12) students in rural Alaska.  The school library is a critical resource to Kake City’s 710 residents as there is no public library within the community.  The proposed project is designed to compliment and strengthen ongoing district-wide efforts to provide all students with the skills to achieve academic success.  The project will set up a library literacy computer lab, providing updated materials through advanced technology.  The project will also facilitate collaboration between teachers and library staff in an effort to expand the use of technology in the classroom.  The library will serve as a hub for literacy efforts for students, parents and community members through increased hours of access and expanded learning opportunities.

S364A050415

Hydaburg City Public Schools

P.O. Box 109

Hydaburg, AK 99922

William A. Raduenz

(907) 285-3491

Recommended Grant: $230,054

Hydaburg is the largest Haida village in Alaska; the community has one rural, K-12 school with 100 students.  This grant will allow for the hiring of a library media specialist to restore and update the library.  In addition, the project will provide up-to-date references, a variety of books at all reading levels, reading-skill instruction materials, as well as family literacy activities.  Outcomes will include improved reading achievement, more effective use of library resources and an increased interest in reading.  These outcomes will not only benefit the students but will spill over to the whole community.

S364A050629

Lower Kuskokwim School District

P.O. Box 305

Bethel, AK 99559

Diana Wiberg

(907) 543-2873

Recommended Grant: $347,687

The Lower Kuskokwim School District Libraries Are Family Fun (LAFF) project will focus on eight rural, Title I schools serving 781 students (K-12).  The goal of the project is to attract emergent readers to good literature and ultimately improve reading scores.  Library-aides in village schools will be trained in library skills and technology by a certified Itinerant School Library Media Specialist.  A literacy committee (consisting of school library media specialists, site administrators, site teachers, itinerant literacy leaders, library aides and parents) will be formed to purchase appropriate materials for each site and set up a plan to administer services to students.

Arizona
S364A050037

Somerton Elementary School District #11

P.O. Box 3200

Somerton, AZ  85350-3200

Ms. Maureen A. Irr

(928) 341-6030

Recommended Grant: $360,563

The Somerton Elementary School District #11, situated in rural northwest Arizona, serves approximately 2,800 elementary students (grades pre-K - 8) at five campuses.  The district will address the literacy needs of all its elementary school students with the funds received from the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grant.  The funds allocated to the program will be used to acquire grade-level appropriate fiction and non-fiction books, purchase books to complement the districts natural sciences and mathematics curriculum, acquire up-to-date computing and internet resources, provide training for library staff in enhanced research methodologies for students, and provide planning time for library personnel and classroom teachers to ensure that library activities supplement classroom instruction.  The results of the program will be measured through student achievement on state-mandated standardized tests.

Arkansas
S364A050005

West Memphis School District

301 South Avalon

West Memphis, AR  72301-4170

Mr. Gary A. Adams

(870) 735-1915

Recommended Grant: $349,772

The West Memphis School District, in an urban community in eastern Arkansas, serves 6,105 students (grades K-12).  The district has 12 school campuses, eight elementary schools, three junior high schools, and one high school.  The West Memphis School District will address the literacy needs of its students through the West Memphis Literacy Through Libraries Project.  The activities of the project will include the purchase of materials and technology to enhance the district’s programs, providing professional development for library staff and teachers in literacy methodologies, and enhancing collaboration between all district library media specialists.  The project will also fund extended library programs outside of the standard school day and year. The goal of the project is achieve a ten percent increase in the number of students who are rated as “proficient” in standardized tests.

S364A050583

North Little Rock School District

2700 Popular Street

P.O. Box 687

North Little Rock, AR  72115

Ms. Letitia Martin

(501) 771-8048

Recommended Grant: $65,549

The urban North Little Rock School District serves 5,811 students (grades 8 – 12th grade) at two high schools.  The North Little Rock School District will address the literacy needs of all its students through the Building Literacy Through Book Clubs program.  The grant funds allocated to the program will be used to develop a book collection that will stimulate interest in reading among high school students, acquire the Accelerated Reader assessment program, provide on-line access to the school library catalog, enhance on-going collaboration between media specialists and English teachers, and increase library hours to outside of the normal school day.  The success of the program will be measured through student achievement on standardized test scores, analysis of library book circulation data and through tracking of student participation in the program activities.

California
S364A050207

Alisal Union School District

1205 East Market Street

Salinas, CA  93905-2899

Ms. Rebecca Salinas

(831) 753-5700

Recommended Grant: $350,000

The Alisal Union School District, an urban district in northern California, serves 7,967 students (grades K - 6) at eleven elementary schools.  The Alisal Union School District will address the literacy needs of all its students through the Libraries & Literacy program.  The grant funds allocated to the program will be used to build upon on-going literacy activities by upgrading the print and non-print media collections at all 11 campuses, provide teachers and library media specialists with a variety of training and professional development activities, and to provide for enhanced communication and collaboration between classroom teachers and library media specialists in the development of literacy promotion activities for all students.  The results of the program will be measured through student achievement on the California Academic Performance Index.

S364A050273

Konocti Unified School District

9430 Lake Street

P.O. Box 5000

Lower Lake, CA 95457-5000

Monte Gregg

(707) 994-4158

Recommended Grant: $335,120

The Konocti Reading and Link for Lifelong Learning project will serve 3,289 students in ten urban schools; including four elementary schools, one middle school, one high school and four alternative schools.  The goal of the Konocti Unified School district project is to improve reading achievement by creating state-of-the-art library media centers.  Grant funds will finance the hiring of a certified library media specialist and the implementation of a collaborative book purchase program in order to purchase 6,000 shelf-ready volumes.  The project will install videoconference stations at five of the schools; giving students and teachers on-site access to interactive learning.  The project will also develop a district-wide library media center on-line network linked to local, state and national libraries.  In addition, library center non-school hours will be extended to increase access to students by 20 hours per month.

S364A050311

Kings Canyon Unified School District

675 East Manning Avenue

Reedly, CA 93654-2427

Carol L. Doerksen

(559) 637-1264

Recommended Grant: $131,456

Three urban elementary schools in the Kings Canyon Unified School District (two K-5 and one K-8), serving approximately 1,225 students have been selected for the Literacy Through Library Collaboration project.  The implementation of this initiative will ensure that library media specialists at each of these schools will actively collaborate with teachers and work with student on standards-based research projects.  The Kings Canyon project will also fund the updating of books and other media resources, as well as the purchasing of the technology necessary to expand access to sources outside the school.  In addition, the school library media centers will expand their hours of operation to give students and parents more opportunities to utilize the new materials.  A school library web page will also provide extended access to the library media centers.

S364A050532

Marysville Joint Unified School District

1919 B Street

Marysville, CA 95901

Jill Segner

(530) 849-6138

Recommended Grant: $260,323

The No Library Left Behind program will serve 3,370 students in 7 urban schools (seven schools serving grades K-5 and one school serving grades K-8) in the Marysville Joint Unified School District.  The goal is to create a library media center at each school providing a variety of literature and media resources for students and staff.  This will be accomplished by updating book collections and media sources, and ensuring that these resources are appropriately correlated with classroom lessons.  The program will also provide library staff and teachers with training on how best to apply new technology in the classroom.  In addition, the program will result in increased accessibility to technology through increased hours of operation.

Colorado
S364A050020

Lamar School District Re-2

210 West Pearl

Lamar, CO  81052

Ms. Connie Jacobsen

(719) 336-3251

Recommended Grant: $163,161

The Lamar School District Re-2, situated in rural Colorado, serves 1,799 students (grades K-12) at 6 campuses, Lamar High School, Lamar Middle School, Lincoln Elementary, Parkview Elementary, Washington Elementary and the Melvin Hendrickson Developmental Center.  The Lamar School District Re-2 will address the literacy needs of its students through the Libraries Count program.  The program’s main objective is to update and enhance the library collections and resources available to the district’s students.  The funds from the grant will also be used to improve the technology resources available to students through the purchase of new software tools, for the professional development and training of school district personnel to incorporate literacy into all aspects of learning, and to provide increased access to library resources through expanded hours throughout the year.  By implementing the activities of this plan, student literacy skills will be enhanced in all of the district’s campuses.

Georgia
S364A050455

Berrien County Schools

P.O. Box 625

Nashville, GA  31639-0625

Ms. Debbie D. Strickland

(229) 686-2081

Recommended Grant: $324,601

The Berrien County Schools, situated in rural Georgia, serves approximately 3,000 students (grades K-12).  The district consists of four schools, Berrien Primary, Berrien Elementary, Berrien Middle School, and Berrien High School.  The Berrien County Schools will address the literacy needs of its students through the Readers for Life (RFL) program.  The Project will use the Big6 Turbo Tools to enhance students’ literacy comprehension, add more library media personnel to increase opportunities for collaboration with classroom teachers, provide additional training opportunities to school library personnel, update library collections at all schools, and extend the hours of operations for all library media centers in the district.  The RFL will enhance the literacy levels of Berrien County Schools’ students through providing grade-level appropriate materials to all students in the schools.  The increase in student literacy levels will be measured by the state-mandated testing procedures.

Kentucky
S364A050117

Dawson Springs Independent School System

118 East Arcadia Avenue

Dawson Springs, KY 42408

Ms. Shirley K. White

(270) 762-3493

Recommended Grant: $191,058

The Dawson Springs Independent Board of Education, on behalf of a consortium of four rural western Kentucky school districts, will implement the Literacy for Life program.  The participating districts include Crittenden County, Fulton County, Fulton Independent and Dawson Springs, serving 3,122 students in grades K-12.  The overall goal of this project will be to demonstrate how collaboration between six Library Media Specialists will improve reading achievements of students.  The Library Media Specialists will work with classroom teachers to increase the use of libraries by students and teachers, work directly with students who exhibit weak reading skills, and create collaborative classroom projects at the Library Media Centers.  Advanced technology and media resources will be utilized, library collections will be updated and family involvement in literacy will increase.

S364A050244

Hart County Public Schools

511 West Union Street

Munfordville, KY 42765

Karen S. Birdwhistell

(270) 524-2631

Recommended Grant: $347,604

Hart County Public Schools overall goal of Project HART (Helping All Readers Thrive) is to develop and maintain a culture of reading and love for reading across the district, including families and the community.  Project HART will engage students and their households in a print-rich environment which maximizes the impact of technology resources, library staffing, and extended access to library services. This project will benefit 2,385 students in rural Hart County at six schools, including five elementary schools and one high school, and an additional 100 Pre-K students. 

S364A050355

Metcalfe County School District

1007 West Stockton Street

Edmonton, KY 42129

Marilyn Melloan

(270) 432-2481

Recommended Grant: $177,775

The Metcalfe County School District located in rural Kentucky, serving 1,599 students in grades K-12 at five schools, plans to implement a district wide initiative: Developing Readers Everyday Across Metcalfe Schools II (DREAMS II). The DREAMS II initiative will focus on increasing the reading achievement of all students in the district in grades 4, 7, and 10. The project will be guided by two overreaching goals: to improve reading achievement by improving curricular relevance and accessibility of school library media center services and resources.  As a result, schools will improve their overall literacy levels and academic achievement to reach a level comparable to other schools in the state of Kentucky.
S364A050615

Wolfe County Board of Education

P.O. Box 160

Main Street

Campton, KY 41301

Ms. Kimberly C. Graham

(606) 668-8301

Recommended Grant: $98,479

The Wolfe County School District is the local education agency submitting the proposal on behalf of the Rogers Elementary School. Rogers Elementary school is located in the small, rural community of Rogers, Kentucky and serves 170 students in grades K-5. The BLAST (Building Literacy and Success Together) project will serve the entire school population by providing much needed resources to update the school library. It will also provide extended library hours to allow parents and children to read and explore library resources together and allow parents to be better equipped to support their children’s literacy development.
Maine
S364A050102

MSAD #14 Danforth

31A Houlton Road

Danforth, ME 04424-9716

Patricia Davis

207-448-2383

Recommended Grant: $70,337

The MSAD #14 LSL program will improve the literacy skills and academic achievement of students at East Grand School by providing them with increased access to up-to-date library materials and well trained teachers, parents, media coordinators, administrators and staff. This project will serve the 130 students in grades K-8 in this rural, low-income school. The goals of the program are to increase the number of books available to students and teachers that are aligned to the literacy curriculum; to extend opportunities for students and families to use the library after school and during summer vacation to motivate students to become independent learners; and to provide training in the Early Literacy Skills for teachers, staff, and parents.

S364A050503

Katahdin Elementary School

P.O. Box 10

805 Station Road

Stacyville, ME 04777-0010

Christine L. Cunningham

(207) 365-4285

Recommended Grant: $106,845

Katahdin Elementary School (KES) serves 220 students (Pre-K – 6) in rural Maine.  The KES Library Project will establish a quality, up-to-date, technologically advanced library media center incorporating instructional materials aligned with current classroom curricula.  The project will hire a professionally certified library media specialist and provide on-going professional development to staff in the areas of literacy instruction and assessment.  The KES project will expand the pool of effective teachers who are capable of making the best use of library resources.  In addition, the project will also develop a Literacy Team to guide the project; involving all stakeholders from the earliest stage and basing decisions on scientifically based research.

Massachusetts
S364A050121

Lowell Public Schools

155 Merrimack Street

Lowell, MA 01852

Susan Birrell

(978) 937-8910

Recommended Grant: $233,527

Partners in Learning (PIL) will serve four urban elementary schools with a total enrollment of 1,929 students in grades PK-4. PIL will help improve student performance on state Reading and ELA assessments and encourage children to become lifelong, effective learners who are motivated to read, choose reading as a leisure activity, and apply 21st century research and technology literacy skills. The program objectives and activities are to develop book collections that meet standards for quantity, balance, and age and meet the curricular needs of the teachers and students in the four schools, to purchase computers and text of speech and speech recognition technology to enable students to develop information literacy, reading fluency, and reading comprehension skills and to access print and non-print materials, to provide supplementary resources to support instruction and learning, and provide opportunities for collaboration that supports the district literacy initiative.

Michigan
S364A050092

Lansing School District

519 West Kalamazoo

Lansing, MI 48933

Ms. Linda Kent

(517) 325-6169

Recommended Grant: $346,769

Lansing School District (LEA) is located in urban Lansing, Michigan.  Four target elementary schools, Reo Elementary, Wainwright Elementary, Wexford Elementary and Woodcreek Elementary will implement the Library Excellence And Reading Needs (LEARN) program for 1,016 students in K-5 as a part of the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program.  The LEARN program will enhance library media centers to provide students with print-rich learning environments, technology-based educational tools, extended access to school libraries and promote year-round literacy development to strengthen literacy education in the target schools.

S364A050260

Cesar Chavez Academy

8126 W. Vernor Highway

Detroit, MI 48209

Sandra I. Guerin

(517) 655-1344

Recommended Grant: $349,248

This program will allow eight Detroit public charter schools to improve the quality of education provided to students by implementing PRIDE (Putting Resources Into Developing Excellence).  PRIDE will fill a critical gap in current educational services by enabling these schools to update and improve inadequate elementary library facilities serving 3,200 (K-5) students.  The program is designed to target elementary students in order to have the greatest impact on early childhood literacy development.  PRIDE will enhance current elementary library media centers to provide students with print-rich learning environments and technology-based education tools.  In addition, the program will provide increased opportunities for out-of-classroom learning and increase access to school libraries in the morning, after-school, on weekends and during the summer.

S364A050345

West Village Academy

3530 Westwood Street

Dearborn, MI 48124-3100

Mr. Paul D. Bailey

(313) 624-2000

Recommended Grant: $167,040

West Village Academy (WVA) is an urban Public School Academy located in Dearborn, Michigan, serving a total of 560 K-8 students.  The allotted money from Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program will be used for the overall aim of improving student literacy and academic achievement through the West Village Academy Improving Literacy Through the School Library Media Center program.  Planned purchases to support the program include upgrading school library resources, expanding school library hours, increasing library visits and total circulation, purchasing and implementing the use of new computer software and hardware, employing and providing professional development of a certified School Library Media Specialist, and establishing a School Library Media Center Advisory Planning Council and LSL continuous improvement activities.

S364A050381

Kalamazoo Public Schools

1220 Howard Street

Kalamazoo, MI 49008

Doug Wood

(269) 337-0174

Recommended Grant: $26,140

Kalamazoo Public Schools, a mid-size urban district in Michigan, serves 10,485 students through 21 buildings (16 elementary, 3 middle and 2 high schools).  The overall goals of this project are to increase student literacy through increased up-to-date library materials, and to increase the use of technology and media resources as vehicles to teaching the standards-based curricula.  The project will also identify and purchase quality library materials to meet the needs of special (at risk) student populations.  In addition, the project will coordinate resources by expanding the “Library Resource” web page to include links to teachers as well as a link to an online database for the whole district.

S364A050531

Baldwin Community School District

525 4th St.

Baldwin, MI 49304-9518

Tonya M. Woodruff

(231) 745-1139

Recommended Grant: $287,265

Baldwin is a rural Michigan school district serving 521 students (16 Pre-K, 352 in grades K-5 and 153 in grades 6-8).  The proposed program will sponsor grade-specific library collections aligned with state benchmarks and the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act.  The program will also upgrade technology hardware, software and databases, as well as financing the training of teachers and library staff on the use of these new technologies.  In addition, the program will foster teacher, librarian and parent collaboration through regularly scheduled advisory board meetings.  The program will also incorporate daily after-school reading programs and monthly theme reading nights in order to further involve parents in the educational process.

Minnesota
S364A050440

Cass Lake – Bena School District 115

208 Central Ave. NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

Pamela M. Olson

(218) 335-2201

Recommended Grant: $203,829

The Information Power Project (TIPP) proposes to (1) increase access to library materials, (2) create a well equipped technologically advanced media center and (3) support the efforts of a well trained professionally certified media specialist collaboratively involved in curriculum decision, instructional delivery and staff development.  TIPP will impact 460 Pre-K through Grade 4 students from a rural, typically disenfranchised and underserved Native American population, providing the added information literacy tools necessary to reach and exceed grade level reading mastery.  The project will focus on expanding the availability of state-of-the-art technology which will support a standards-based, technology-integrated curriculum.

Mississippi
S364A050101

Noxubee County School District

505 South Jefferson Street

Macon, MS 39341-0391

Drucilla Russ-Jackson

(662) 726-5203

Recommended Grant: $349,848

The Noxubee County School District’s Noxubee Library Network (NLN) program is designed to compliment and strengthen ongoing district-wide efforts to provide all students with skills to achieve academic success.  It will accomplish this goal by providing updated literacy materials and advanced technology to enhance student learning environments; collaborating with teachers, library staff and school task forces to expand the use of technology; facilitating resource sharing networks; and serving as a hub for literacy efforts through increased hours of access.  Noxubee is located in rural east central Mississippi.  This initiative will serve 1,762 students at three sites, Earl Nash Elementary, B.F. Liddell Middle School and Noxubee County High School.

S364A050190

East Tallahatchie School District

412 East Chestnut Street

Charleston, MS 38921

Regina Pitts

(622) 647-2679

Recommended Grant: $131,403

Charleston Elementary School located in rural Mississippi, will focus on two goals, including improving students’ literacy skills and increasing parent involvement in their child’s literacy program by equipping the library with instructional resources providing students and teachers with access to adequate books, multimedia and effective instructional materials.  The program will include networking the classrooms and parent resource center so that students, teachers and parents may have immediate access to collections and providing professional development for the librarians, K-3 teachers, and parent coordinators. This program will benefit 550 students in grades K-3. 

S364A050230

Montgomery County School District

P. O. Box 687

687 Couthouse Annex

Winona, MS 38967

Michael Hood

662-283-1696

Recommended Grant: $193,150

The Montgomery County School District’s Improving Literacy Through School Libraries project will improve students’ literacy and reading achievement through purchasing story and information books; acquiring advanced technology in media centers for student and teacher access; providing students with increased access to electronic resources through reputable databases; using high-quality scientifically based reading research practices for training media specialists and teachers to use the books and library resources effectively; and increasing access to school media centers during out-of-school hours. This project will benefit 662 students in two rural schools.

S364A050359

North Bolivar School District

P.O. Box 28

Shelby, MS  38774

Recommended Grant: $284,609

The North Bolivar School District, situated in rural Mississippi, serves 966 students at the elementary, middle school and high school levels.  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through Project BLUES (Bringing Literacy and Understanding Education to Students).  The Project BLUES will improve student literacy in the North Bolivar School District by creating model school libraries based upon the strategies found in Information Power: Building Partnerships for Learning.  The money from the grant will be used to update the collections of all three school libraries, to purchase and utilize state of the art technology in the libraries, to provide professional and personal development to district staff, parents and other interested parties in the area of literacy and technology, and to increase access to the libraries and their resources outside of regular school hours.  The funds used for professional and personal development will be targeted towards developing local capacity in literacy issues and thereby ensuring sustainability of Project BLUES beyond the grant period.

S364A050486

Poplarville Special Municipal Separate School

804 South Julia Street

Poplarville, MS  39470-3000

Ms. Louise S. Smith

(601) 795-8477

Recommended Grant: $350,000

Poplarville School District, situated in rural Mississippi, serves 200 students (grades K – 12) at four schools, Poplarville Lower Elementary, Poplarville Upper Elementary, Middle School of Poplarville, and Poplarville High School.  The district will make use of the funds from this grant in their Collaborative Library Literacy Intervention Project (CLLIP).  The CLLIP will enhance collaboration between the library media specialist and instructors, provide students with increased access to up-to-date materials, extend library hours beyond the normal school time, equip all school media centers with advanced technology, and train media specialists in the latest technologies.  By using the monies to enhance the Poplarville libraries, the CLLIP will help enhance student reading achievement.

Missouri
S364A050009

Galena R-II School District

P.O. Box 286

30925 State Highway 413

Galena, MO 65656-0286

Anna M. Chance

(417) 357-8626

Recommended Grant: $95,607

The goals of Project Galena READS (Reading Enrichment and Achievement Delivers Success) are to improve student literacy and academic achievement; to increase critical thinking skills across the curriculum; and to instill a love of reading and learning in students that will last a lifetime.  READ will improve the quality and quantity of books, reference materials and technology in the district’s libraries.  The program will also increase the community’s access to these resources through extended hours of operation for two school libraries and a network website with links to school and county libraries.  In addition, READ will provide professional development for teachers (particularly K-3 “at-risk” teachers) and media specialists.  The program will impact a rural K-12 student population in two schools: Galena Elementary (PreK-6: 359 students) and Galena High School (grades 7-12: 215 students).

S364A050206

Sikeston R-6 School District

1002 Virginia

Sikeston, MO 63801

Jacqueline S. Cowan

(573) 471-6245

Recommended Grant: $187,979

Sikeston R-6, an urban school district in Missouri, plans to improve the reading skills of approximately 185 students in grades 3-12 who are currently enrolled in an alternate school program, and establish the New Horizons Library Media Center. At present, the newly re-organized school has no library. Library books, periodicals, equipment, and supplies will be purchased to support the curriculum and attract the interest of the diverse school population. Two part-time library media specialists will cooperate with classroom teachers to teach information retrieval skills and provide enhanced reading opportunities. The addition of the New Horizons Library Media Center library program will improve the reading scores and state assessment scores of these at-risk students. 

S364A050550

Jefferson C-123 School District

37614 US Highway 136

Conception Jct., MO 64434-0112

Patricia R. Schmitz

(660) 944-2316

Recommended Grant: $158,830

The Jefferson C-123 Library Improvement Grant will improve library programs and services in order to increase the literacy levels and the achievement of students in the rural Jefferson C-123 School district.  The district serves 88 students in grades Pre-K through 6 and 79 students in grades 7-12.  The program will acquire up-to-date school library resources, increase access to school media center resources (during, before and dafter school hours) and enhance collaboration among school librarians and classroom teachers.  A half-time reading specialist will join the librarian to plan units of instruction with classroom teachers (incorporating updated library resources).  In addition, the program will upgrade the school’s library technology allowing for the creation of a library web page that will provide access to library resources outside the district.

Montana
S364A050450

Wyola School District #29

P. O. Box 66

Wyola, MT 59089-0066

Ms. Wanda F. Johnston

(406) 343-2722

Recommended Grant: $31,650

Wyola School District is a rural, independent district that serves grades Pre-K-8th.  The district will use the money to increase access to print and non-print materials within the library/tech center, and purchase three additional desktop computers to advance the school library/tech center.  The district will also provide funding for a certified library/media specialist that will work side by side with teachers as they develop their lesson plans using library resources and technology, provide funding to aid the district in its efforts to preserve the language and traditions of the Crow people through the use of recording and listening stations to facilitate the development of family and community stories tied to a larger tradition of written and oral narrative.

New Jersey
S364A050233

West New York Board of Education

6028 Broadway

West New York, NJ 07093-2808

Willa White

(201) 553-4000

Recommended Grant: $110,631

The West New York Middle School Library program (Reading First and Forever!) proposes increased access to library services throughout the school year and during non-school hours including a summer program, additional software and equipment to offer a technologically advanced school library center, family literacy activities, and increased collection of library materials for those students most in need of literacy intervention.  Services will be coordinated with teachers, students, parents and administrators as well as other libraries in the district and West New York Public Library.  Proposed services will be available to approximately 1,000 seventh and eighth grade students in this urban district.

S364A050522

The Newark Public Schools

2 Cedar Street

Newark, NJ 07102-3091

Fran Atchison

(973) 733-6437

Recommended Grant: $349,741

The Newark Improving Literacy through School Libraries program will apply grant funds to support and reinforce ongoing district initiatives to improve reading achievement in elementary schools.  The program will provide students with increased access to up-to-date school library materials, well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media centers, and well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialists. This program will benefit seven schools and 3,624 students. 

S364A050605

Atlantic City Schools

1300 Atlantic Avenue

Atlantic City, NJ 08401

Mr. Joseph Beaman

(609) 343-7200

Recommended Grant: $200,000

The Atlantic City School District (LEA), an urban New Jersey district, proposes to serve 4,382 students in grades K-8 at eight school sites through project Schools Together Achieve Reading Success (STARS).  This project will focus on collaboration among the School Library Media Specialist, the Technology and Literacy Coordinators, administrators, and classroom teachers to integrate literacy skills into all areas of the curriculum. The School Library Media Specialist will be trained to be an active participant in the school and district literacy team to ensure that the library is an integral part of the curriculum. Staff development sessions will be provided to medial specialists that will enhance their knowledge of information literacy and retrieval, advanced technology, and cross curriculum integration. 

New Mexico
S364A050072

Cuba Independent School District

P.O. Box 70

Cuba, NM 87013-0070

Emily T. Vigil

(505) 289-3211

Recommended Grant: $136,122

The goal of Literacy Enhancement for Cuba Elementary Students is to integrate library and classroom resources to develop a foundation-building process for literacy among children already in elementary school and those not yet school age.  It focuses library-based resources in ways that will help to create a viable base of users.  The project will reach 190 students in grades K-5, plus countless other pre-school children in rural northern New Mexico.  Library-based technologies, including laptop computers and self-contained whiteboard will make it possible to expand visual learning possibilities via the Internet; Accelerated Reader will stimulate emerging readers and help assess their reading progress.  Incentives for reading such as literacy-based games will be made available for children.  Book titles will also be purchased (more than half coming from the New Mexico Task Force for School Libraries) along with multiple magazine subscriptions.  In addition, DVD and CD-based stories will be offered to facilitate discussion in the English language while breaking up the more than five hours some students spend on a bus to get to and from school on a daily basis.

S364A050135

Las Cruces Public Schools

505 South Main Street, Suite 249

Las Cruces, NM 88001

Patricia D. Miller

(505) 527-5824

Recommended Grant: $283,248

The Family Literacy Adventure will expand the Las Cruces Public Schools’ successful evening access program to twenty elementary schools, provide research access to online resources, update holdings in the areas of geography and history, and support librarians in collaboration with classroom staff in the process of curriculum mapping.  Lessons learned in the pilot project completed in the past school year support the district hypothesis that students and families need access to public school libraries and technology at these lowest income locations.  The resources of the libraries will be open to 23,188 students in the urban district.  Access will also be granted to their parents and their siblings.

S364A050582

Espanola Public Schools

714 Calle Don Diego

Espanola, NM 87532

Ms. Delores Gilbert

(505) 753-2391

Recommended Grant: $314,951

Espanola Public Schools are located in an urban area of New Mexico and serve a total of 1,530 students in grades K-6 at Espanola/Rodriguez, ETS Fairview, TEQ Sombrillo, and San Juan elementary schools.  Through funding from the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program, they will implement the Espanola Library Learning Initiative.  The program goals are to increase and strengthen collaboration among school and library staff, improve student reading skills, increase access to the library collections and reading activities, reinforce the family as a learning system and support professional development and collaboration of teachers and library media specialists.  The strategies to set forth these initiatives are to expand hardware and software technology such as research-based software programs, to create reading laboratories, expand and update existing aging and inadequate collections, extend library media center hours, and facilitate professional development activities with classroom teachers and library media specialists to allow for in-depth collaboration.

New York
S364A050138

Roscoe Central School

6 Academy Street

Roscoe, NY 12776-5300

George V. Will

(845) 439-3527

Recommended Grant: $173,238

Library Excellence And Reading Needs (LEARN) will allow two rural school districts in Sullivan County to improve and the quality of literacy education provided to students.  The program will fill a critical gap in current educational services by enabling elementary schools located in impoverished rural communities to update and improve inadequate elementary library facilities.  The program will be implemented by a consortium of two schools (Roscoe Central School and Fallsburg Central School) serving 1,041 students (K-5).  LEARN will enhance current elementary library media centers to provide students with print-rich learning environments and technology-based education tools.  Collaboration between teachers and library media specialists will integrate newly acquired materials and learning tools into grade-level curricula that is aligned with the New York Content Learning Standards.  In addition, extended access to school libraries will offer expanded literacy opportunities for the entire school community and enhanced technology resources will facilitate interactive learning that targets both high achievers and students struggling to meet minimum reading standards.

S364A050194

Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES

131 Drumlin Court

Newark, NY 14513-1863

Judy Marsh

(315) 332-7379

Recommended Grant: $304,713

The Get Excited About Reading (GEAR) proposal is designed to increase students’ excitement about reading and to improve reading and reading comprehension skills in two high-poverty, rural schools.  The project will be carried out with a triangular consortium of two school districts (Dundee and Geneva) along with the applicant (Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES).  Most requested funds will be used to update school library media resources.  Advanced technology will also be acquired so students can gain the skills necessary to meet information literacy standards and access library catalogues from outside the school building.  Other initiatives will include the organizing of activities to encourage reading, research and reporting, outreach to parents, partnering with public libraries, and expanding access to libraries after school and during the summer.

S364A050317

Harriet Tubman Charter School

3565 Third Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10456

Ms. Michele Pierce

(718) 537-9912

Recommended Grant: $82,058

Harriet Tubman Charter School, an independent public charter school has an enrollment of 249 students in grades K-6. With funds made available through the LSL grant, HTCS will initiate the project Harriet Tubman Charter School: Literacy for Success.  The school will be able to extend library services, both in scope, by increased resources and enhanced use; and in reach, with increased access for students, parents, and families. The project will help develop a core, well-balanced library collection, increase access to the K-6 Library Media Center by expanding library hours, enhance collaboration between library staff and classroom by providing targeted professional development opportunities. The project will also cultivate a community that is invested in teaching elementary students how to read by providing regular Library-based literacy skills workshops.

S364A050340

Buffalo City School District

807 City Hall

Buffalo, NY 14202

Ms. June Simmons Barrow

(716) 816-3966

Recommended Grant: $350,000

The Buffalo City School District serves 5,438 elementary school students.  One goal of the Buffalo City School District’s Resource Equity Advances Literacy (REAL) project is to improve student literacy skills and the academic achievement by providing increased access to up-to-date library materials and resources.  Other goals include improving the quality and quantity of state-of the-art books, materials and technology in school libraries, increasing collaboration between library media specialists and teachers; and by providing professional development in support of the district’s priority initiative of literacy. 

S364A050569

Addison Central School District

1 Cowell Street

Addison, NY 14801

Ms. Betsy Stiker

(607) 359-2244

Recommended Grant:  $304,864

The Addison Central School District (which forms a consortium with the Jasper-Troupsburg and Canaserago Central School Districts, Hornell City School District, Steuben-Allegany BOCES and four area public libraries) situated in rural New York, serves approximately 2,135 elementary students.  The program, Library Partnerships for Literacy, hopes to maintain an enhanced literacy program that buttresses the literacy skills and academic success of elementary school students and their parents.  The goals of the proposed project are to improve student performance on federal/state assessments by expanding early reading opportunities for elementary children and increasing community access to and use of library print and technology resources.  The program also seeks to gain the acquisition of up-to-date books, periodicals, PCs and child-focused hardware and software, enhance collaboration among classroom teachers, school library media specialists, and small city, village, and town librarians, and to integrate nationally recognized scientifically based professional development programs into classroom instruction and library services.

North Carolina
S364A050118

Edenton-Chowan Schools

P.O. Box 206

113 East King Street, Suite 300

Edenton, NC 27932

Ms. Nancy J. Heiniger

(252) 221-4151

Recommended Grant: $45,587

The Edenton-Chowan Schools, (made up of White Oak Elementary School serving grades PreK-2 and D.F. Walker Elementary School serving grades 3-5) are situated in rural North Carolina and serve 1200 students.  The Improving Literacy Through School Libraries project will enable Edenton-Chowan Schools to upgrade the collections of both school library media centers. The project will also allow the district to purchase bimodal software to meet the literacy needs of at-risk and exceptional children.

S364A050302

Clinton City Schools

606 College Street

Clinton, NC 28328

Linda Brunson

910-592-3132

Recommended Grant: $348,046

The Clinton City Schools’ Project CLICK (Collaborative Libraries Involving Clinton’s Kids) will connect libraries, classrooms, homes, and the community to increase academic achievement and literacy skills. This program will benefit 1,444 students in two rural schools in grades Pre-K to 2. Project CLICK encompasses five objectives: update and increase each school’s media resources through the purchase of materials and literacy kits; facilitate the use of advanced technology to develop and enhance information literacy and retrieval; foster resource sharing among four media centers and the public library; provide professional development to help improve collaboration among media specialists, a proposed literacy facilitator, teachers, parents, and administration; and to increase student and community access to school libraries during non-school and summer hours. 

S364A050453

Bladen County Schools

P.O. Box 37

Elizabethtown, NC 28337

Dr. Margaret P. Lawrence

(910) 669-2579

Recommended Grant: $349,361

The project Reading Access Now (RAN) will be implemented in four schools within the Bladen County School System, including two schools with grades PreK-6, one PreK-8 and one alternative school with grades 6-12, serving a total of 948 students in rural Bladen County.  RAN will create an effective partnership among library media specialists, administrators and teachers to implement site-based management initiatives with curricula, instructional delivery and professional development.  The library will also update resources such as books, audio and videotapes, software and Internet access.  Technology for connectivity and use shall be readily accessible for curricula, instruction and student activities in the library during school hours, after school, weekends, and during the summer.  The expected outcomes of this project will include increased student academic performance in reading and other academic areas, increased parental involvement, and increased use of technology by students.

S364A050556

Beaufort County Schools

321 Smaw Road

Washington, NC 27889

Patricia W. Morris

(252) 946-3941

Recommended Grant: $252,233

Promoting Excellence through Access to Resources and Libraries (PEARL) is a district wide initiative to improve the literacy skills and academic achievement of students by increasing access to up-to-date school library materials.  This will be accomplished by extending hours and days of media center operation at five rural target schools; enhancing book collections at target schools, and electronically linking the district’s 13 school library media centers to create web-based public access catalog and an inter-library loan program.  The five target schools serve a combined total of 2,170 students in grades Pre-K through 8 during the academic day and 365 students in grades K through 8 in after-school remedial programming.  PEARL complements and supports numerous other efforts in the district aimed at improving and facilitating access to books and technology-based resources.

Oklahoma
S364A050002

Davenport Public School

P.O. Box 849

Davenport, OK  74026-0849

Mr. John C. Greenfield

(918) 377-2277

Recommended Grant: $127,901

The Davenport Public School district, situated in rural eastern Oklahoma, serves 365 students (Pre-K – grade 12).  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through the application of funds from the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program.  The monies for the program will be used to provide access to up-to-date library media resources, acquire advanced technology for the library, increase access to information via the Internet, provide training and development for the library staff, and offer expanded hours of access to library resources for students outside of the regular school calendar.  The program will enhance students’ abilities in reading, literacy, and information retrieval and processing.

S364A050012

Watts Public Schools

Route 2, Box 1

Watts, OK  74964-9501

Ms. Mildred S. Queen

(918) 422-4707

Recommended Grant: $115,558

The Watts Public School district, situated in rural northeastern Oklahoma, serves 365 students (Pre-K – grade 12).  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through the application of funds to the REEL Program (Reading Enriches Everyone’s Life).  The REEL Program is designed to expose at-risk and impoverished children to reading and technology at a young age for personal, recreational and educational uses.  The monies for the program will be used to acquire up-to-date library media resources and books, acquire advanced technology for the library, integrate technology into the curricula, provide professional development for the library media specialists, and offer expanded hours of access to library resources for students outside of the regular school hours.  The program will allow the school’s facilities to be used as a community literacy center for the Watts, Oklahoma area.  

S364A050107

Wynnewood Public School District I038

702 East Kerr

Wynnewood, OK  73098

Ms. Linda S. Cain

(405) 665-2405

Recommended Grant: $292,316

The Wynnewood Public School District, located in rural south-central Oklahoma, serves 474 elementary students (Pre-K – grade 8) at Wynnewood Elementary and Wynnewood Middle School.  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through the application of funds to the PELL Project (Pathways to Elementary Learn and Literacy).  The monies for the program will be used to acquire up-to-date library media resources and books, acquire advanced technology for the library, integrate technology into the curricula, provide professional development for the library media specialists, and offer expanded hours of access to library resources for students outside of the regular school hours.  Library staff members will also reach out to engage community partners in promoting the importance of early reading and literacy skills.  The school district will encourage family involvement in literacy activities with quarterly family reading nights at the school facilities.

S364A050167

Oklahoma City Public Schools

900 North Klein

Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Ms. Kathleen Lienke

(405) 587-0331

Recommended Grant: $349,998

Project ASK (Achieving Success with Knowledge) will serve 6,996 students in grades PK – 8 in 16 elementary schools in the Oklahoma City Public Schools District I-89. The grant resources will be directed entirely to improving literacy through library media programs that will benefit from highly trained professional library media specialists, increases in the quality and quantity of collections, and increases in student reading achievement. The grant responds to the intended outcome of the statute to increase reading and academic achievement through acquiring up-to-date resources, increasing use of technology, providing professional development, and access to school libraries during non-school hours. The project will produce professional development opportunities for district staff,  a guidance manual for collaboration, and online support and resources.
S364A050220

Caddo Public School District

600 South McPheron Street

Post Office Box 128

Caddo, OK 74729-0128

Ms. Patty Hall

(580) 367-2208

Recommended Grant: $152,173

The Caddo Public School District (LEA) in rural southeastern Oklahoma has designated their two library media centers to serve as the focus of Project SOAR (Students Optimizing Achievement through Reading). The Elementary Center will be equipped with new books, media, equipment, and Internet-capable, student computers (networked in-District and with public and university libraries). The Center for grades 7-12 will be upgraded and will provide training in research-based strategies for working collaboratively to improve students’ literacy and academic skills. 

S364A050253

Coalgate Public Schools

P.O. Box 368 

2 West Cedar Avenue

Coalgate, OK  74538-0368

Mr. Allen Hicks

(580) 927-4022

Recommended Grant: $139,581

The Coalgate Public Schools, situated squarely in the rural Choctaw Nation and Tri-county Indian Enterprise Community, serve approximately 800 PK-12 students.  The district plans to enhance the reading abilities of 405 students (over half of the PK-12 population) through the Emerson Elementary Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Project.  The grant will be used to hire a certified library media specialist, and to enhance students’ access to the library through extended hours and programming.  Funding will also be used to provide additional training of teachers in reading and literacy skills instruction, and for the purchase of up-to-date library media resources and technologies.  The application of this grant money will yield improved student reading skills according to the state-administered student assessments.

S364A050267

Bennington Public School

P.O. Box 10

Bennington, OK  74723

Mr. Jay McAdams

(580) 847-2737

Recommended Grant: $98,797

The Bennington Public Schools, situated in rural southeastern Oklahoma, serve 165 elementary students (grades K-8) at the Bennington Elementary School.  Bennington Public Schools will address the literacy needs of its elementary school students through the program Bears READ! (Reading Enhancement and Academic Development).  The Bears READ program will help Bennington Elementary students enhance their literacy and reading skills by enhancing the effectiveness of the school library.  The money from the grant will be applied to equip the library with new computer resources and educational materials that have been proven to enhance reading skills in elementary students.  The money will also be applied to the professional development of the staff librarian, expanded access to library resources and additional literacy instruction for Bennington Elementary School teachers.

S364A050286

Madill Public School

601 West McArthur

Madill, OK  73466

Ms. Lynda S. McDaniel

(580) 795-3303

Recommended Grant: $124,890

The Madill Public Schools, situated in rural southeastern Oklahoma, serve 878 elementary students (grades K-5) at the Madill Early Childhood Center and the Madill Elementary School.  Madill Public Schools will address the literacy needs of its elementary school students through the program CATT (Children Achieving Through Technology).  The monies for the CATT will be applied to both elementary facilities.  The Early Childhood Center will develop a new media center, hire a librarian, and purchase up-to-date books and learning technologies.  The schools will implement the use of Accelerated Reader technologies to enhance early literacy among the students.  Librarians and teachers will receive training on new technology to assist their instruction.  The CATT will provide all of the Madill elementary students with the advanced resources that they need to enhance their reading skills.

S364A050332

Snyder Public Schools

718 E Street

Snyder, OK  73566-0368

Ms. Gloria Mosley

(580) 569-2773

Recommended Grant: $227,531

The Snyder Public Schools, situated rural southwest Oklahoma, serve 549 students (grades K-12) at the Moeller Primary School, Snyder Elementary School and the Snyder High School.  The Snyder Public Schools will address the literacy needs of its students through the program ABC Champions (Achieving Success by Believing in and Committing to Excellence).  The monies for the ABC Champions program will be used to acquire up-to-date library media resources and books, facilitate resource-sharing networks, provide professional development activities for library and teaching staff at all schools, and provide students access to the library facilities outside of standard school hours.  The activities supported by this grant will provide students the means with which to raise their reading skills to grade level expectations or above.

S364A050416

Seminole Public School

P.O. Box 1031

Seminole, OK  74818-1031

Ms. Linda Sharpe

(405) 382-1415

Recommended Grant: $184,106

The Seminole Public Schools, situated in rural south-central Oklahoma, serve 1,542 students (early childhood – grade 12) at six locations.  The Seminole Public Schools will address the literacy needs of its students through the program Linking Libraries and Learning.  The program will be implemented in the six libraries of the Seminole Public Schools.  The monies for the Linking Libraries and Learning program will be used to update library resources and books, provide training to library media specialists, and expand library services to the students.  The majority of the funds will be expended on the Accelerated Reader computer program and other computerized tests of reading comprehension.  The effectiveness of this program will be measured by comparing year-on-year quantitative and qualitative data of student achievement in reading and through results on standardized state exams.

S364A050594

Ada City Schools

P.O. Box 1359

Ada, OK  74820-1359

Ms. Cindy Keefer

(580) 310-7214

Recommended Grant: $212,049

The Ada City Schools, situated in rural southern Oklahoma, serves 2,020 students (early childhood – 12th grade).  The district has seven school campuses, each with a library media center.  The Ada City Schools will address the literacy needs of all its students through the Project LEAP (Libraries Enriching Academic Performance).  The grant funds allocated to Project LEAP will be used to acquire up-to-date library media resources and books, purchase technology to develop and enhance information literacy, provide professional development for library media specialists, enhance communication between library personnel and classroom teachers and expand the hours of library operation at all affected campuses.  The success of Project LEAP will be measured through student achievement on standardized test scores and through staff development surveys.

Oregon
S364A050578

Ontario School District 8C

195 SW Third Avenue

Ontario, OR  97914

Ms. Sherri S. Sims

(541) 889-5374

Recommended Grant: $92,975

The Ontario School District 8C, situated in rural Oregon, serves approximately 2,665 students (grades pre-K - 12).  The district has seven school campuses, five elementary schools, one middle school and one high school.  The Ontario School District 8C will address the literacy needs of all its students through the TOTER Program (Teaching Others To Enjoy Reading).  The grant funds allocated to the TOTER Program will be used to expand and update book collections with materials that align with the curriculum and the activities of the Reading First grants, maximize the use of network resources within the school district’s campuses, provide for collaboration between teachers and media staff, and procure training for teachers in the use of quality literature in the classroom.  The TOTER Program is designed to increase student reading achievement across all schools in the district.

Pennsylvania
S364A050010

Philadelphia Electrical and Technology Charter High School

1420-22 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102-2505

Mr. Daniel E. Kurtz

(267) 514-1823

Recommended Grant: $192,632

Philadelphia Electrical & Technology Charter High School (PE&T) is located in Philadelphia’s Center City District serving 600 students in grades 9-12.  PE&T will use the funds allocated by the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program to establish the Collaborative Library and Social Studies Project (CLASP).  The goals of CLASP are to create a start-up reading library with up-to-date school library media resources open during non-school hours, to acquire and use advanced technology incorporated into the school program, and hire a library media specialist to initiate cross-curriculum collaboration with the social studies department.  CLASP is intended to increase literacy and reading achievement among PE&T students.

S364A050125

Albert Gallatin Area School District

2625 Morgantown Road

Uniontown, PA 15401

Dr. Denise M. Martin

(724) 564-7189

Recommended Grant:  $188,195

The Albert Gallatin Area School District (LEA) is located in rural Fayette County Pennsylvania housing 1,743 PreK-5 elementary students at six sites.  The grant money from Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program will fund Project STARS (Sharing Time and Reading Stories).  The requested funds will support updating each media center’s print and non-print collection, provide four professional development activities for library media specialists, extend media center hours and will create collaborative projects between media specialists, staff, parents, students and other funding sources.  The overall goal will be to improve literacy skills and academic achievement of PreK-5 students by improving school library services and resources.

S364A050304

Fannett-Metal School District

P.O. Box 91

Willow Hill, PA 17271

Ms. Beth McGuire

(717) 349-2363

Recommended Grant: $263,014

The Fannett-Metal School District (LEA) is located in rural, south-central Pennsylvania and serves 596 students (K-12) in two buildings.  The District will implement Project SAILS (Student Achievement through Increased Library Services) with the grant funding from the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program. The goal of Project SAILS will be to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement by providing students with increased access to up-to-date school library materials, a well-equipped, technologically advanced school library media center and well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialists.

S364A050341

Connellsville Area School District

125 North Seventh Street

Connellsville, PA  15425-2556

Mr. William L. Wilson

(724) 626-4026

Recommended Grant: $116,083

The Connellsville Area School District, an urban Pennsylvania district, serves 5,870 students (grades K-12).  The district has eight elementary schools, two Junior High Schools and one High School.  The Connellsville Area School District will address the literacy needs of its students through the Project FALCONS (Formulating A Literacy Change by Offering New Services).  The Project will partner with the public library and parents to extend outreach.  Project FALCONS will address the literacy needs of the district’s students by providing funds to purchase up-to-date print and on-line resources, extend library hours, and acquire new collections of fiction works.  The Pennsylvania System of School Assessment Test will be used to provide measurement of student advancement in literacy.

S364A050428

The School District of Philadelphia

2120 Winter Street

Room 402

Philadelphia, PA  19103

Ms. Linda McGregor

(215) 875-3657

Recommended Grant: $348,494

The School District of Philadelphia serves approximately 200,000 students (grades K-12).  The School District of Philadelphia will address the literacy needs of its elementary students through the Literacy & Libraries, Teaching & Technology (L2T2) Program.  The L2T2 Program will focus on students in grades K-3 at eleven elementary schools in the district.  The L2T2 Program will increase student and community access to school libraries through extended hours during the school year and over the summer, expand the libraries’ technological capacities through use of the Destiny System, increase access to up-to-date print and non-print resources, and facilitate collaborative lesson planning between library media personnel and classroom teachers.  The L2T2 Program will help included students meet their needs to reach the goals of the state mandated Adequate Yearly Progress measurement.

S364A050564

School District of Pittsburgh

341 South Bellefield Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA  15213

Ms. Judy G. Westerman

(412) 338-8054

Recommended Grant: $350,000

The School District of Pittsburgh serves 15,254 elementary students on 53 campuses throughout the district (44 K-5, 3 K-6, 6 K-8).  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through the School District of Pittsburgh’s Improving Literacy Through School Libraries  Program (PPS-LSL).  The PPS-LSL will use the monies provided to acquire books for the elementary school libraries in need of updates, provide training to all 44 library media specialists, support collaboration between specialists and teachers, extend the operation of libraries in all four regions of the city, and provide training to parents on reading and literacy materials that can be used with students at home.  By applying the grant to these areas, the school district will enhance the physical atmosphere of its libraries and the resources available to the students.  

S364A050623

School District of Lancaster

1020 Lehigh Avenue

Lancaster, PA 17602-2452

Mr. David W. Calender

(717) 291-6291

Recommended Grant: $348,773

The School District of Lancaster (LEA) is an urban district in Pennsylvania, which serves 11,000 students in grades K-12 in 19 elementary and secondary schools.  With the grant money from Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program the School District of Lancaster will implement STARS (Students Achieving Reading Success).  In order to meet literacy standards they will acquire new library resources, provide focused and sustained professional development for all media specialists, increase collaboration among media specialists and school staff and extend media center hours to increase student and family access to these resources.

Rhode Island
S364A050113


Central Falls School District

21 Hedley Avenue

Central Falls, RI 02863-2142

Debbie S. Fisher

(401) 727-7710

Recommended Grant: $339,173

Literacy and Information through New Connections and Services (LINCS) will connect rural libraries, classrooms and homes to help students, teachers and parents improve literacy skills.  The grant will help serve one high school, one middle school and six elementary schools with a total of 3,541 students.  LINCS will provide literacy-based books, add current non-fiction titles to each library media center collection, provide access to online authoritative sources, and add computers for student access.  LINCS will build partnerships with teachers and parents, providing professional development and training to foster existing literacy programs in the district.  Students, teachers and parents will have more access to library and literary resources through workshops and orientations, extended library hours, and electronic access on the Worldwide Web.  LINCS will also sponsor a literacy celebration for students and their families during “El día de los niños/ el día de los libros” (the day of the children/the day of the books).

South Carolina
S364A050160

School District of Marlboro County

P. O. Box 947

122 Broad Street

Bennettsville, SC 29512

Ms. Deborah D. Wimberly

(843) 454-1997

Recommended Grant: $189,983

The School District of rural Marlboro County in northeastern South Carolina, serves nearly 5,000 students in nine schools. The district’s proposed Literacy for Lifelong Learning initiative, will target all of the district’s schools, impacting all students, their families, educators, and district personnel. This program will dovetail with other efforts to strengthen current literacy initiatives with updated library materials, to promote technology and information literacy for all students, to provide appropriate professional development, and to extend media center hours.

S364A050367

Clarendon County School District One

12 South Church Street

Summerton, SC 29148

Ms. Barbara Ragin

(803) 485-2043

Recommended Grant: $341,270

Project EAGLES (Ensuring Academic Gains through Literacy and Enrichment Strategies) is designed to improve reading achievement of students at all of the three schools in Clarendon County School District One in rural Summerton. The project supports four initiatives the district has targeted in an effort to raise the achievement level of all students, including extended learning opportunities for all students, increased parental and community involvement, continuous and relevant professional development for all staff, and the integration of technology in the curriculum. The overarching goal of Project EAGLES is to address the literacy needs of students by providing them with access to state-of-the-art books and library materials. 

South Dakota
S364A050187

Mid-Central Educational Cooperative

612 South Main

P.O. Box 228

Platte, SD 57369-0228

Dr. Sylvia J. Street

(605) 337-2636

Grant Recommendation: $350,000

Mid-Central Educational Cooperative is a Regional Service Agency, comprised of seven member schools in rural South Dakota, including Eagle Butte with 303 Students, Gregory with 403 students, Kimball with 275 students, Mclaughlin 474, Tripp-Delmont with 272 students, Wagner with 812 students, and White Lake with 149 students. The Mid-Central Educational Cooperative will fund Improving Literacy Through School Libraries in Rural South Dakota.  The goals for this program are to add to the collection of books at the elementary, middle, and high school libraries and media centers, replace current computer technology to facilitate access to the Internet, purchase other software to support media centers, and provide professional development for media personnel to facilitate collaborative work with staff in order to improve literacy skills of students.  With these initiatives, administration, faculty and staff will work collaboratively with the media center capabilities to improve the literacy skills of the students.

Texas
S364A050038

Diboll ISD

403 Dennis

Diboll, TX 75941

Mr. Brent E. Hawkins

(936) 829-5225

Recommended Grant: $349,541

The Diboll Independent School District (DISD) is in rural southeast Texas and serves a total of 1,389 students in three schools, the Diboll Primary school, Temple Elementary School, and Diboll Junior High.  DISD intends to use the allotted money from Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program for the Keys To Reading Project.  The Keys To Reading Project strives to improve Library Media Centers by providing books, multi-media and computer technology, and an outreach program.  The objective of the program is to develop students’ literacy and critical thinking skills to prepare them for high school and college.

S364A050045

Dr. M. L. Garza Charter School

Gulf Coast Council of La Raza, Inc.

3926 Panama Drive #226

Corpus Christi, TX  78415

Dr. Maria L. Garza

(361) 881-9988

Recommended Grant: $200,000

The Dr. M. L. Garza Charter School, situated in an urban area in south Texas along the Gulf of Mexico, serves 275 students (grades K-12).  The charter school plans to increase enrollment to 350 students in the next school year. The funds from the Literacy Through School Libraries program will be used to establish a library facility within the school.  There are currently no library facilities available to the school’s students.  Once established, the library center would provide students with access to materials and resources both printed and electronic, and offer a place for community activities involving the parents and families of the students.  By establishing a new library center and involving the families and community in its activities the Dr. ML Garza Charter School will promote a more literate community and student body.

S364A050208

Brackett Independent School District

P.O. Box 586

Brackettville, TX  78832-0586

Mr. Charles F. Taylor

(830) 563-2491

Recommended Grant: $93,595

The Brackett Independent School District, situated in rural southwest Texas, serves 632 students (grades 1-12) at Jones Elementary, Brackett Junior High and Brackett School, as well as 153 pre-school children throughout Kinney County, Texas.  The district will address the literacy needs of its students through the application of funds to the KARE Project (Kids Advance with Reading Enrichment).  The monies for the program will be used to provide staff development activities for library media specialists, assistants and PK-3 teachers, provide after-school and summer reading programs for all grade levels, provide laptop computers to all schools to enhance access to outside resources, improve the school library book collection, and increase parental involvement through enhanced communication and information between teachers and parents.  The enhancement of facilities and resources will aid current students.  The increased communication between the school and parents will aid the reading preparation of incoming students to the schools.

S364A050261

Kenedy Independent School District

401 Highway 719

Kenedy, TX 78119-3044

Dr. Richard Irizarry

(803) 583-4100

Recommended Grant: $349,998.00

The Kenedy Independent School District (KISD) is located in rural south-central Karnes County, Texas and serves a total of 855 students in K-12.  KISD intends to use the allotted money from Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program for the Libraries are Essential to Academic Progress (LEAP) program. Specifically, KISD will hire a full-time certified librarian and two part-time librarian assistants, provide advanced technology, offer professional development for K-3 grade librarians and staff, and increase the number of hours the libraries are open.  The goal for LEAP is to increase literacy and promote higher academic achievement through these initiatives.

S364A050323

Karnes City Independent School District

314 North Highway 123

Karnes City, TX 78118

Bernard Zarosky

(830) 780-2321

Recommended Grant: $349,995

The Karnes City Independent School District Program will provide services to four rural campuses serving approximately 1,000 students (K-12). It will impact a number of variables crucial to the reading development of the district’s student population.  The program will increase key factors, such as, the number of print and non-print library volumes, the number of high-speed computers connected to the Internet, the number of hours librarians will have to help plan collaborative, curriculum-based instructional units with teachers; the number of hours of library operations, and the number of librarian-staff-development hours.  As a result, the district will achieve increased use of libraries by students, teachers and families.  This will result in a rise of general reading skills as measured by the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

S364A050370

St. Mary’s Charter

P.O. Box 279

410 North Tyler

Beeville, TX  78102

Ms. Jo Anne Oliphant

(361) 358-5601

Recommended Grant: $98,729

The St. Mary’s Academy Charter School, situated in rural south Texas, serves 225 students (grades K-8).  St. Mary’s will use the money from the Literacy Through School Libraries program to fund the LOVES (Libraries Offer Variety and Support to) Reading Program.  The funds will specifically be used to acquire up-to-date media resources, enhance access to the library facilities outside of school hours, upgrade the technological capabilities of the libraries, conduct professional training for the library staff, and expand interlibrary cooperation.  The main objective of the LOVES Reading Program is to improve student reading and academic achievement.

S364A050504

Hidalgo Independent School District

P.O. Drawer D

Hidalgo, TX  78557

Ms. Irma G. Hinojosa

(956) 843-3104

Recommended Grant: $300,310

The Hidalgo Independent School District, situated in rural south Texas, serves 3,156 students (grades K-12) at seven different campuses (one high school, one junior high, three elementary schools, and two alternative academies).  The program will fund an integral part of the ongoing reading/language arts initiative.  The funds will specifically be used to help remove and replace out-of-date materials from the school libraries, develop special collections relevant to the student population of each school, upgrade the technological capabilities of the libraries, enhance the skills of the library staff and students in information research, and develop strategies for broad-based community use of school district library facilities.  Approximately one-half of the funds will be directed to the purchase of new books and resources for the different campuses.  The investments made by the program will contribute to students meeting and exceeding the state standards for reading and language arts.  The program will employ an external project evaluator in order to monitor the success of the program.

S364A050621

Brooks County Independent School District

P.O. Box 589

Falfurrias, TX  78355-0589

Ms. Diana V. Sheeran

(361) 325-8108

Recommended Grant: $113,675

The Brooks County Independent School District, situated in rural south Texas, serves 732 elementary students (grades pre-K - 5) at two campuses.  The district will use the money from the Literacy Through School Libraries program to fund the Literacy Launch 2005 project in the libraries of both elementary campuses.  The funds will specifically be used to acquire new materials to balance the collection to be age appropriate to the schools, increase access to library resources by extending the school day, purchase access to on-line resources, and provide professional training to the librarian and assistants in reading instruction.  By implementing the Literacy Launch 2005, the district will improve student literacy skills as measured by state testing and improve student access to up-to-date materials and information.

Washington
S364A050084

Grandview School District

913 West 2nd
Grandview, WA 98930

Mr. Bill Weeks

(509) 882-8500

Recommended Grant:  $197,896

The Grandview School District is located in rural Washington and serves a total of 1,650 students at the McClure, Smith and Thompson elementary schools.  This district will initiate Literacy Through Improving Elementary School Libraries. In order to increase the number of students meeting or exceeding reading standards by ten percent, the program will improve student access to the library with both online and printed resources, increase the skills and expertise of the library media specialist through professional development, and purchase new technology for the library.

Wisconsin
S364A050168

Cooperative Educational Services Agency 10

725 West Park Avenue

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

Ms. Jan L. Adams

(715) 720-2069

Recommended Grant: $138,139

Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10, is a Regional Service Agency located at Chippewa Falls in rural west central Wisconsin.  The grant will fund the Linking to Literacy at your Library program (LLL) at three elementary schools in the districts of Augusta, Granton and New Auburn, serving over 550 students.  The activities of this program will include improving the library collection and development of library resources, increasing hours of operation for school library programs after school and during the summer, implementing a personal digital assistant project, purchasing additional computers, as well as promoting a variety of collaborative literacy activities between library media specialists, school staff and administrators.  There will also be a community-based literacy activity.  The objectives of LLL are to prevent reading difficulties and improve students’ reading achievement.

S364A050424

School District of La Farge

301 W. Adams Street

La Farge, WI 54693

Ms. Rebecca Hooker

(608) 625-0142

Recommended Grant: $57,000

The La Farge School District is a public school district in rural southwestern Wisconsin. The goal of this project is to increase the reading achievement of students and will address these objectives: updating the K-12 book collection, developing collaborative projects involving the Library Media Specialist and classroom teachers, expanding the use of Renaissance Learning materials, developing a Young Author Program and expand hours available for students and parents to access the library media center resources.

