Improving Literacy Through School Libraries FY 2003 Project Abstracts

S364A030115

Yupiit School District

P.O. Box 51100

Akiachak, AK 99551

Sharon Anderson

907-825-3602

Recommended Grant: $124,668

Yupiit School District serves 420 students in three elementary and three secondary schools located in three villages in rural Alaska. The goal of this project is to increase the students’ reading skills out of the bottom quartile through increased student access to improved media centers directed by library media specialists. Book collections will be updated, library programs featuring authors and author studies, artists and art exhibits, book clubs and a technology-mentoring program will also be established. Library media specialists, teachers and librarians will collaborate in the development of research units and lessons in media literacy to support the curriculum. Library hours will be extended as well.

S364A030278

Southwest Region School District

P.O. Box 90 

Dillingham, AK 99576

David Piazza

907-842-5287

Recommended Grant: $305,000

Southwest Region School District serves 722 students at nine rural K-12 schools. The Literacy Project will update and increase each school’s library media resources, facilitate the use of technology in order to develop and enhance information literacy and information retrieval, and increase student and community access to the school libraries during after school hours alongside structured opportunities for parents and students to engage in meaningful reading/literacy activities.

S36A4030483

Lower Yukon School District

P.O. Box 32089

Mountain Village, AK 99632

Colleen McShea

907-591-2411

Recommended Grant: $228,760

Through its Linking Libraries and Learning program, the Lower Yukon School District will increase the amount of time its 1,981 students attending the eleven K-12 district schools utilize the library and library resources, engage in activities to practice reading skills, and improve individual reading scores in the areas of comprehension and vocabulary. This will be accomplished by acquiring up-to-date library resources matching the reading levels and interests of students, using advanced technology to increase access to curriculum related resources, and by providing access to library resources and motivational reading incentive programs before and after school.  

S364A030800

The School District of Greene County

P.O. Box 569

220 Main Street

Eutaw, AL 35462

Holly Shepard

205-372-4900

Recommended Grant: $96,902

The School District of Greene County serves 1,629 students in grades K-12 at five school sites. Linking STARS to Literacy is the district’s synergetic project designed to establish literacy as a district-wide instructional focus and provide the district-based leadership to improve student-reading achievement. This project will provide expanded hours to give students more access to the library, expand the media center’s technological capability to reach classrooms and other libraries, encourage collaboration between library media specialists and teachers, and acquire the necessary books and resources to support collaboration.

S364A030073

Clarke County Board of Education

P.O. Box 936

155 Cobb Street

Grove Hill, AL   36451

Barbara J. Whittington

251-275-8993

Recommended Grant: $215,460

The Clarke County Board of Education will replace outdated library materials at nine schools serving a total of 3,426 students.  The three elementary sites will emphasize early literacy and reading skills.  Middle schools and high schools will update print collections, especially in the areas of science and social studies.  Media specialists will learn to master web sites that link the school library to other school sites, the public library and the South Alabama Research and In-service Center.  The web will also improve access to lessons, assignments, and teacher-developed materials.  Expanded library hours and special programs will provide needed access for all age groups.

S364A030248

Jonesboro School District

1307 South Flint Street

Jonesboro, AR  72401

Dr. Jane Jamison

870-933-5800

Recommended Grant: $174,489

Jonesboro School District plans to improve the reading skills of 4,257 students at eight schools, consisting of a Kindergarten Center, three elementary schools, a sixth grade academic center, a junior high and two high schools.  Updated library materials, increased links to electronic resources and expanded time beyond the school day will encourage more use of library resources. Long-term goals are to assist students in reaching the proficient level on literacy assessments and to provide resources that meet the national standards for school libraries.

S364A030692

Trumann School District

221 Pine Avenue

Trumann, AR  72472

Karleen Sheets

870-483-6444

Recommended Grant: $70,659

The Trumann School District in northeast Arkansas serves 1,723 students in two elementary schools and one high school.  Library books and technology will be purchased in collaboration with classroom teachers that meet local and state standards.  Expanded hours will be provided to allow students to easily access print, non-print, and technology resources.

S364A030114

Masada Charter School

P.O. Box 2277

Colorado City, AZ 86021

LeAnne Thompson

928-875-2525

Recommended Grant: $55,500

Masada Charter School serves 171 students in grades K-6.  The current collection is 100 books and three sets of Encyclopedias, with the nearest public library a 30-minute drive away.  Masada will extend its hours to serve the needs of students, parents and others in the community, expand the library collection and offer special instructional opportunities so that the resources of the school library are fully utilized.  Masada will also have a special focus on family literacy activities.

S364A030476

Pinon Unified School District #4

P.O. Box 839

Pinon, AZ 86510

Michael Clark  

928-725-2140

Recommended Grant: $203,524

Pinon Unified School District #4 is a remote school district located on the Navajo Nation Reservation and consists of three schools – elementary, middle, and high - that serve 1,627 students (99 percent of whom are Navajo). The Pinon Library Literacy Program will improve student literacy skills with increased access to an expanded library collection, improved Internet connectivity and increased instructional skills among the library staff. This program ultimately integrates library services and resources with the literacy instructional program in order to improve students’ reading achievement. 

S364A03064

Gadsden Elementary School District No. 32

1453 N. Main Street Suite F

Box 6870

San Luis, AZ 85349

Olivia Zepeda

928-627-6568

Recommended Grant: $154,827

The Gadsden Elementary School District No. 32 serves 4,355 students in grades PreK-8 at seven schools. Project LITERACY (Libraries Integrating Technology, Education, Reading, And Curriculum Year-round) is designed to compliment and strengthen ongoing district-wide efforts to provide all students with the skills to achieve academic success. It will accomplish this goal by: providing updated materials and advanced technology to enhance student learning environments, collaborating with teachers, technology labs and school task forces to expand the use of technology, resource sharing and to promote project-based learning, and serving as a hub for literacy efforts for students and parents through increased hours of access, tutoring and coordinating with community resources. Implementation will involve administrators, library media specialists, teachers, aides, parents, students, and community members. 

S364A030539

Bakersfield City School District

1300 Baker Street 

Bakersfield, CA 93305

Sandra Yoon

661-631-4808

Recommended Grant: $220,336

Bakersfield City School District serves 28,000 students in grades K-8 at 42 sites. The District will use grant funds to update each school library with new reference, fiction, and non-fiction collections, to expand hours at all middle/junior high school libraries, to increase use of technology, to increase collaboration between certified media teachers and classroom teachers, and to use evening family programs to provide a showcase of the school library and its place in the community.

S364A030347

Firebaugh-Las Deltas

1976 Morris Kyle Drive

Firebaugh, CA 93622

Brigeen Radicich

559-659-1415

Recommended Grant: $118,586

The Firebaugh-Las Deltas Unified School District will implement a Libraries For Literacy Plan in its five elementary, middle, and high schools serving over 2,400 students.  The project will create and teach standards-based, grade level aligned units of study that incorporate the use of library materials and integrate research-based content.  Reading and writing strategies will also be implemented to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement.

S364A030242

Hawthorne School District

14120 S. Hawthorne Boulevard

Hawthorne, CA  90250

Peggy Doherty

310-676-2276

Recommended Grant: $204,620

Hawthorne School District in Los Angeles County consists of eight elementary schools, three middle schools, and one charter high school.  Student enrollment is more than 9,800 students.   To improve the reading achievement of its students the district has chosen to support collaboration between educators, parents, and other libraries, updating the collections by purchasing 10,000 library resources and expanding operating hours to after school and Saturdays.

S364A030548

Lennox Independent School District

10319 Firmona Avenue

Lennox, CA 90304

Erika Bendadom

310-330-4950

Recommended Grant: $122,387

Lennox Independent School District will support 7,102 students in five elementary schools and one middle school.  Teachers and library media specialists will collaborate in order to improve use of technology in reading and improve student-reading comprehension.  Technology will be incorporated into the curriculum and school libraries will be linked via Internet to each other and to community public libraries.  The elementary sites will have their libraries open after school, and parents will be encouraged to use the library with their children.  Middle school students will have increased tutorial hours as well.

S364A030742

Marysville Joint Unified School District

1919B Street

Marysville, CA 95901

Dennis McGuire

530-741-6141

Recommended Grant: $109,880

Marysville Joint Unified School District will implement BOOKS (Building Optimal Opportunities for Kynoch Students) in Walter Kynoch School serving 690 K-5 students.  BOOKS will focus on increasing the collection in the library by 1,200 volumes, creating a classroom circulating library of 500 books to the intermediate grades and 200 books to the primary grades, and facilitate Internet links to the Public Library and Community College Library.

S364A030775

Butte County Office of Education

1859 Bird Street

Oroville, CA 95965

Allison Waggener

530-532-5827

Recommended Grant: $188,096

The Butte County Office of Education will coordinate this consortium of 10 K-8 schools in five rural districts to provide a certified school library media specialist that will work directly with the schools to coordinate materials and technology acquisition, after school access, and other services.  The project will work with over 3,000 students, 100 classroom teachers, and library paraprofessionals to coordinate selection of materials aligned with State standards, improve collaboration across sites, and increase coordination with other programs such as Reading First and Early Reading First.

S364A030306

San Jacinto Unified School District

2045 S. San Jacinto Avenue

San Jacinto, CA 92583

Myrna Rohr

909-929-7700

Recommended Grant: $280,235

San Jacinto Unified School District serves 6,152 students in grades K-12 at 11 schools. A scientifically-based school library/media center Information Literacy Plan that was collaboratively developed by a team of school, district, and community partners will be implemented. The project’s goals are to: expand and improve book collections and other media resources; enrich the K-12 curriculum with library/media center activities and projects; integrate advanced technologies that support information literacy, research and standards-based classroom instruction; connect the school libraries, the local public library, Riverside County Office of Education, the Western Center Museum and college/university libraries via Internet linkages; provide collaborative planning time  for library/media personnel and teachers; and increase access to library/media centers for students and their families.

S364A030373

DeSoto School District

530 La Solona Avenue

Arcadia, FL 34266

Tamara O’Donnell 

863-494-4222

Recommended Grant: $156,784

The DeSoto School District will implement the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program in order to improve reading skills and interest by increasing the use of the libraries in all five schools in the district, particularly emphasizing the secondary schools. The three elementary schools, one middle school and one high school that serve approximately 4,554 students will acquire up-to-date book collections and audiotapes, on-line access to the libraries’ catalogues, extended library hours, and teacher and volunteer tutors.

S364A030449

The School Board of Holmes County

701 East Pennsylvania Avenue

Bonifay, FL 32425

Norma Dunn 

850-547-3064

Recommended Grant: $161,317

Project STARS (Striving To Achieve Reading Success) will be implemented to create a learning community where students become independent, information literate, lifelong learners. The district’s seven schools serve 3,379 students K-12. Project STARS emphasizes the acquisition of up-to-date resources and technology that can be incorporated into the curriculum, providing activities that foster increased collaboration between library media specialists, teachers and administrators, and providing students with access to school libraries during non-school hours.

S364A030223

Gadsden School District

35 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Quincy, FL 32351

Peggy Sue Outlaw

850-627-9651

Recommended Grant: $135,000

The Team Gadsden Reads to Succeed project will improve the literacy achievement of its 7,100 students in 13 schools by sponsoring reading advocacy activities to improve fluency, expand vocabulary, and increase comprehension in support of the District’s literacy plan.  The project will provide extended hours of access, enrich and expand print collections and start book clubs.  

S364A030452

Gary Community School Corporation

Instructional Media Department

620 East 10th Place

Gary, IN 46402

Rebecca Tucker

219-881-5462

Recommended Grant: $278,000

The Gary Community School Corporation will implement the “Extending Access to School Libraries” project at 21 elementary schools serving over 9,000 students.  This project has three major components: student and parents will be able to access elementary media centers after school and during the summer; a certified school library media specialist will be on duty to guide students; and specific activities, such as oral reading sessions and online research and retrieval instruction, will be available.

S364A030686

Owensboro Public Schools

1335 West 11th Street

PO Box 249

Owensboro, KY  42301

Joanne Berry

270-686-1030

Recommended Grant:  $66,581

Owensboro Public Schools will focus its efforts on two elementary schools, and a school devoted to fifth and sixth graders collectively serving a total of 1,062 students.  Up-to-date school library materials will be purchased, making the school library media centers more technologically advanced. Increasing collaboration between library media specialists, administrators, and teachers are the goals of this project. Access to the school library will be increased after school and during spring breaks.

S364A030636

Providence Independent Board of Education

302 W. Main Street

Providence, KY   42450

Alfred Bushart 

270-762-3493

Recommended Grant: $259,801

The Providence Independent Board of Education represents six western Kentucky school districts that serve a total of 12 libraries and 4, 719 students.  Resource-based collaborative classroom projects will be conducted at each site so library media specialists can teach with classroom teachers to improve the reading ability of students.  Advanced technology will increase the availability of reading strategies and reach outside resources beyond the school to address core content. Book collections will be updated to support curriculum and the needs of teachers and students.

S364A030396

Pulaski County Board of Education

501 East University Drive

Somerset, KY 42503

Teresa Hall

606-679-1123

Recommended Grant: $235,180

Pulaski County Schools has 16 schools that serve a total of 7,580 students.  The district plans to implement The Heart of Literacy: Library Programs that Promote Successful Readers in order to fully integrate literary skills and collaboration into all areas of the curriculum. Media center collections will be updated and Internet access will be expanded. Regular collaboration between teachers, library media specialists, District Technology Coordinators and parents will be encouraged. Library hours before and after school will also be expanded. Tutorials, author visits, book clubs, and family literacy activities will be supported as well. 

S364A030581

Lincoln Board of Education

P.O. Box 265

305 Danville Avenue

Stanford, KY 40484

Karen Hatter 

606-365-2124

Recommended Grant: $215,937

The Lincoln Board of Education will implement a program to enhance the literary skills of over 4,000 K-12 students in seven elementary schools, one middle school and one high school. In addition to increasing access to the library after school and during the summer, this program will also increase the amount of up-to-date materials and resources. A District Library Board will be established in order to encourage strong collaborative relationships between teachers and library media specialists. Each media specialist will team with an academic department at each school, working after school hours in a collaborative effort to improve literacy though aligning curriculum and developing units of study.

S364A030241

St. Mary Parish School Board

474 Highway 317

Centerville, LA 70522

Kathleen Prados

337-828-0264

Recommended Grant: $228,903

The St. Mary Parish School Board will implement the Providing LINKS to Literacy Program in 10 schools serving approximately 4,400 students.  The program will update their computers using WebCollection Plus and WebPath Express and expand the Accelerated Reader Program.  The collections in the target schools will be expanded to include more high interest, low vocabulary fiction and non-fiction books to stimulate poor readers.

S364A030175

Caddo Public School System

P.O. Box 32000

Shreveport, LA 71130

Jane Ducote

318-603-6374

Recommended Grant: $240,687

Project CLSY (Caddo: Linking Science and Literacy) will concentrate and strengthen reading literacy through the curricular area of science in 11 comprehensive high schools serving approximately 3,300 students.  School librarians and science teachers will work together to plan instructional units modeled on the Louisiana Model of Lifelong Learning as described in the State Science Content Standards.  Increased reading by students, extended library hours, connectivity to global resources, and collaborative literacy activities will contribute to improving student achievement.

S364A030457

Brockton Public School District

43 Crescent Street

Brockton, MA 02301

Alan Jolly

508-580-7551

Recommended Grant: $302,200

The Brockton Public School District will transform the current traditional school library program into a dynamic literacy coalition, involving librarians, teachers, students, families, and the community, that will improve the abilities of every reader in grades K-12 through developmentally appropriate school library support at every grade level.  The project will operate in all 22 schools in the Brockton system – seventeen elementary, four middle, and one high school - serving over 16,700 students.

S364A030341

School District of the City of Kalamazoo

1220 Howard Street

Kalamazoo, MI  49008

Doug Wood

269-337-0420

Recommended Grant: $191,524

The Kalamazoo Public Schools serves 11,245 students in 26 schools: 18 elementary schools, three middle schools, two high schools and three alternative schools. To increase student literacy, the District plans to increase the quantity and use of up-to-date library materials and to increase the family use of the school library resources. Using a district-wide on-line database, the Library Resource Web Page will be expanded to include links for teachers and parents.

S364A030601

Northwest Service Cooperative #928

114 West 1st  Street

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

Jerald Nesland

218-681-8005

Recommended Grant: $110,872

The Libraries and Instruction Growing in Harmony Together (LIGHT) Project will be implemented to encourage student literary achievement throughout the six rural districts that compromise this cooperative serving approximately 1,800 students. Funds will be used to update print collections and non-print library media resources in order to address current curriculum standards and to support the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment tests. Library hours will also be extended and various programs will be established such as community book reads and on-line activities to maintain a link between the schools, families, and the community.

S364A030740

Ava R-I School District

507 NE 3rd Street

Ava, MO 65608

Nancy Lawler

417-683-4717

Recommended Grant: $150,000

Ava R-I School District will improve the book and media collection in all three of its schools serving approximately 1,500 students.  The average age of the both the fiction and non-fiction collection is 1980.  Project READ will update library collections and it will also extend the hours of operation of each of the school libraries to increase access.

S364A030272

Southern Reynolds County R-II

One School Street 

Ellington, MO 63638

Deborah Hand

573-63-2293

Recommended Grant: $30,770

Bridge to Literacy will serve approximately 300 PreK-6 grade students in the Southern Reynolds County R-II Elementary School District. It will entail collaborative training and ongoing planning between the library media specialist and program teachers, the acquisition of up-to-date literature and resources, extensive computer/technology related activities for both teachers and students, and the extension of the library media center’s hours before and after school and during the summer.

S364A030567

Pulaski County R-IV School District

714 E. Jefferson Ave

Richland, MO

Joseph Dunlap

573-765-3241

Recommended Grant: $111,716

The Pulaski County R-IV School District will implement Project SAIL (Students Achieve Increased Literacy) at two schools serving 675 students.  Project SAIL will increase the collection at both the elementary and high school to meet Missouri’s standards for school library media centers in the areas of reference, nonfiction, and visual materials.  The Project will also provide extended access hours after school, weekends, and during the summer.

S364A030652

St. Louis Public Schools

801 N. 11th Street

St. Louis, MO 63101

Reola Boyd

314-436-4664

Recommended Grant: $180,829

The School Library Literacy Initiative of the St. Louis School District will focus on increasing reading achievement at the elementary level, with an initial emphasis on the third, fourth, and fifth grades. There are 73 elementary schools that serve approximately 21,900 students in the district. Project activities will include: enhancement of the district’s K-5 curriculum through five member collaborative teams of teachers and library media specialists, acquisition of updated student books, multimedia resources, and software materials that support each new instructional activity for each elementary school, and increased parent involvement.

S364A030745

Arlee School District #8J

123 Fyant Street

Arlee, MT 59821

Tammy Elser

406-726-3216

Recommended Grant: $70,000

Arlee Joint District #8J is a K-8 public school on the Flathead Reservation serving 350 American Indian and non-Indian students.  This project will focus on improving the print collection and upgrading instructional technology.  They will also have a Summer Library and Literacy Program with grade-level clusters and direct coaching in reading skills and strategies.

S364A030718

Niobrara Public Schools

P.O. Box 310

Niobrara, NE 68760

Mona Weatherwax

402-857-3322

Recommended Grant: $38,543

The Niobrara School District is a rural district with 155 K-12 students. It will implement the Niobrara LIONS (Literate, Informed, Online and Navigating to Success) Project to update the library’s resources in print and non-print media formats with an emphasis on non-fiction and reference materials. Non-fiction books and assessment disks will be added to the district’s existing Accelerated Reader program to place greater emphasis on “real world” reading. Books, software, and online resources will also be used to integrate technology and information literacy skills into the curriculum. Teachers and library media specialists will also collaborate. 

S364A030312

Atlantic City Public Schools

1809 Pacific Avenue

Atlantic City, NJ 08401

Donna Haye

609-343-7200

Recommended Grant:  $200,000

Atlantic City Public Schools will establish a comprehensive approach to improving the literacy skills of the district’s 4300 students in grades K-8 at eight school sites. “Project SUCCESS (Successful Urban Communities Celebrate Educating Successful Students) Through School Libraries” will emphasize collaboration among the library media specialists, the technology and literacy coordinators, and the classroom teachers in order to integrate literary skills into all areas of the curriculum. Additionally, library hours will be extended after school and during the summer. A student/parent program will also be established in order to increase parental involvement as well as the community’s access to the new books, books on tape, and interactive CD’s.

S364A030281

Newark Public Schools

2 Cedar Street Room 905

Newark, NJ 07102

Fran Atchinson

973-733-6437

Recommended Grant: $250,000

The Newark Public School District serves an ethnically and racially diverse student body from predominantly poor and low-income households at eight K-8 school sites with approximately 4,300 students. The overarching goal of Newark’s Improving Literacy through School Libraries Program is to improve the achievement of these “at-risk” students. The Program will increase and update library collections; library media specialists will collaborate with classroom teachers in developing social studies curriculum units; library media specialists will collaborate with school technology coordinators and classroom teachers in acquiring, integrating, and using appropriate computer resources; and students will be able to work with their school library media specialist as part of the school’s extended day program.

S364A030402

Paterson Board of Education

33 Church Street

Paterson, NJ 07505

Dennis Vroegindewey

973-321-0814

Recommended Grant: $89,597

The Paterson Board of Education will implement the Improving Literacy through School Libraries Project at three elementary schools that serve 2,092 students in the Paterson Public School District. Grades 5-7 will be particularly emphasized in this project. The project will involve students in a series of inquiry-based student research projects designed to improve vocabulary and reading comprehension skills. Each project will involve library media specialists, teachers, school technology coordinators, and school administrators working collaboratively to plan and implement the student research projects. Collections will be updated and library hours will be extended as well.

S364A030757

City School District of Albany

Academy Park

Albany, NY 12209

Terrance White

518-462-7288

Recommended Grant: $180,738

The City School District of Albany’s Library Literacy Collaborative is a comprehensive library improvement project that will impact all 10,000 of its students in preK–12 schools.  The goal of the project is to bolster student achievement in English language arts by increasing the size and quality of the District’s school library collections, improving student access to collections, and extending summer and evening hours.  The school district will acquire thematic learning kits for middle and high school students.

S364A030681

Batavia City School District

39 Washington Street 

Batavia, NY 14021

Margaret Puzio

585-343-2480

Recommended Grant: $167,845

The Batavia Schools Library Literacy Project will enhance the libraries of five district schools - three elementary, one middle and one high school – that serve 2,740 students and will also expand the role of the school library media specialists in order to improve student literary skills and academic achievement. In addition to increasing book collections and expanding library hours, this project creates opportunities for collaboration between school library media specialists and classroom teachers and it also increases collaborations and coordination between community literacy activities and the local public library.

S364A030710

Broome-Tioga BOCES

435 Glenwood Road

Binghamton, NY 13905

Gail Barraco 

607-763-3602

Recommended Grant: $316,623

Located in the Appalachian portions of south-central New York, Binghamton, Johnson City, and Deposit School districts collectively serve 4,200 students in a network of ten elementary buildings. Joining forces with Broome-Tioga BOCES – a local, shared educational services provider and hub of the region’s School Library System – these three districts will implement a program to improve student achievement in early literacy and language development through the enhancement and integration of library media services. The program will increase research-based collections and multi-media resources, extend library hours, establish a literacy help-line, integrate library services with after-school services, increase the capacity of web-based, shared resources for area educators and inter-library loan data-bases, and use student assessment data to guide instruction.

S364A030723

Community School District 22

2525 Haring Street

Brooklyn, NY  11235

Lila Edelkind

718-368-8086

Recommended Grant: $292,335

The Community School District of New York will serve 9,500 of its 31,000 students at seven schools by improving and updating library resources in the middle school libraries.  Collaborations between teachers and school media specialists will improve opportunities for the lowest achieving students in after-school clubs, where literacy skills will be taught.

S364A030660

King Center Charter School

938 Genesee Street

Buffalo, NY  14211

Amy Gingrich

716-891-7912

Recommended Grant: $19,020

The library literacy coordinator at King Center Charter School, which serves 134 students in grades PreK-4, will work with classroom teachers and the principal to select 200 information texts on history, civics, geography, and science.  The project director, teachers, and the principal will choose another 350 books for reading activities. Working with the Buffalo Museum of Science and the public library, King Center Charter School will encourage family participation with the Science is Everywhere and Anytime Program.  A Saturday afternoon program for elementary and middle school students will be added to an existing Saturday Program.

S364A030603

Lackawanna City School District

30 Johnson Street

Lackawanna, NY 14218

Anne Burnicki 

716-827-6726

Recommended Grant: $86,272

The purpose of the Lackawanna City School District Success Through Academic and Reading (STAR) Library Project is to improve literacy and information literacy skills of district students in grades PreK-6 at two elementary schools. By adopting an information-based strategy for teaching and learning, teachers working with library media specialists will lay the foundation for an inquiry approach to instruction and learning and the development in students of a curiosity for learning. Project STAR will update library collections, strengthen and align instruction to the curriculum, increase hours of access to the library, and acquire advanced technology.   

S364A030340

Wayne-Finger Lakes Board of Cooperative Educational Services

Eisenhower Building

131 Drumlin Court

Newark, NY 14513

Judy Marsh

315-332-7236

Recommended Grant: $241,380

The project coordinated by the Wayne-Finger Lakes Board of Cooperative Educational Services will serve 2,949 students in grades 5-8 at ten school sites in five school districts. The Board hopes to improve the students’ reading proficiency scores by 20 percent through updating and increasing library collections, the use of advanced technology in teaching and learning, and by increasing library access for students and parents during non-school hours.

S364A030224

Niagara Falls School District

607 Walnut Street

Niagara Falls, NY 14302

Cynthia Bianco

716-286-4253

Recommended Grant:  $121,305

The Niagara Falls City School District will serve 4,700 students in three middle schools and one high school with an emphasis on improving the collection to better align it with the District’s reading program.  The grant will add 500 books to each middle school library, 700 to the high school library, and increase the collection for linguistic minority children from 18 books to 250 books.  The middle school will extend its hours of operation to include such activities as after school tutors, collaborative programs with the YWCA, and supplemental learning activities aligned with the District improvement program.

S364A030760

Lima City School District

515 S. Callimet Avenue

Lima, OH 45804

Cathy Woodward

419-998-2443

Recommended Grant: $294,283

The Lima City School District serves 3464 students at eight school sites in grades K-8. 

In order to improve the literacy skills and academic achievement of its students, the 

District plans to implement a literacy project that will expand and update book

collections, increase access to the five elementary school libraries by an average of 440 hours per year, create Library Literacy Teams through which teachers and library media specialists collaborate, and create programs that involve students, families and community members. 

S364A030415

Ardmore Public Schools

P.O. Box 1709

Ardmore, OK 73402

Linda Smith

580-221-3001

Recommended Grant: $180,442

Ardmore Public School District serves 3,l53 preK-12 students in eight schools - one early childhood school, four elementary schools, one middle school, one high school and an alternative school for at-risk students in grades 7-12.  The grant will support extended hours of library operation and technology improvements in eight of the District’s schools.

S364A030273

Rock Creek Public Schools

P.O. Box 208

Bokchito, OK 74726

William Neyman

580-924-9601

Recommended Grant: $55,310

The Rock Creek Public School District will implement Project SMART  (Supporting Mustang Achievement with Reading Technology) in order to provide its 550 students in grades PreK-12 at one elementary and one high school with advanced, up-to-date resources, high quality technologies, increased hours of access to the school libraries, and collaborative classroom instruction.  

S364A030672

Boswell Public School District

P.O. Box 839

Boswell, OK 74727

Frances Clark

580-566-2558

Recommended Grant: $65,988

The Boswell School District, located in one of Oklahoma’s poorest counties, serves 414 students in grades K-12. The District’s philosophy is if children learn to read then they can read to learn. The Boswell Library Project is therefore designed to increase the library’s role in the school curriculum. Book collections will be updated, library hours will be extended, teachers and media specialists will work collaboratively to enhance the curriculum, and technology will be used to facilitate Internet links and other resource-sharing networks among schools and school library media centers.

S364A030450

Depew Public Schools

P.O. Box 257

725 Sims

Depew, OK 74028

Lorraine Henry

918-324-5466

Recommended Grant: $84,169

The Depew Public School District serves 385 students at one PreK-8 site and one 9-12 site. Project READ (Reading Enrichment Academic Development) will be implemented at both sites in order to provide all students with opportunities to increase literacy skills and reading fluency. Print and non-print selections will be updated and aligned to the school curriculum and student needs through collaboration among the teachers and library media specialists. The project will also provide learning kits for teachers to use in conjunction with lessons being taught and it will increase library technology and facilitate Internet links and resource-sharing networks. Library hours will be extended as well.

S364A030657

Olive Public Schools

9352 S. 436th West Avenue

Drumright, OK  74030

Patty Fariss

918-352-9569 

Recommended Grant: $49,774

The Olive Public Schools will serve 428 students at one PreK -12 site.  Grant funds will be used to support extended school library hours during the school year and during the summer.  Also, the District will purchase nonfiction, fiction, and reference books and new computers for the library.

S364A030188

Durant Public Schools

P.O. Box 1160

Durant, OK  74702

Duane Merideth

580-924-1276

Recommended Grant: $101,816

The Durant Public School District serves 3,097 students in four elementary schools (K-4), an intermediate school (grades 5-6), a middle school (7-8), a high school (9-12), and an alternative school for highly-at-risk individuals.  Durant will purchase reference, fiction, and non-fiction books to meet the priorities of each school.  For the fifth grade and above, the project will work toward improving Internet links to controlled sites, acquiring computers and appropriate software to improve the technological expertise of both students and teachers.  Extended hours will provide access to the school library after school, for evening programs and for monthly family nights.

S364A030467

Osage Country Interlocal Cooperative – Bowring Public School District

207 East Main Street

Hominy, OK 74035

Rick Schlekeway

918-336-6892

Recommended Grant: $41,557

Bowring has 92 students in grades EC-8 and will implement activities that address professional development, staff collaboration, upgraded library resources, advanced technologies, resource networking, and extended time of operation to support improved achievement in early language and reading development. Coordination will occur with Bartlesville Public Library, Bartlesville Professional Development Center, Osage Nation, Oklahoma State University, Oklahoma State Department of Education, Oklahoma Department of Libraries and Osage County Interlocal Cooperative.

S364A030523

Osage County Interlocal Cooperative – Osage Hills Public School District

207 East Main Street

Hominy, OK 74035

Jeannine O’Daniel

918-336-6804

Recommended Grant: $41,592

Osage Hills has 179 students in grades EC – 8 and will implement programs through which library media staff collaborate with teachers and work with students in information literacy, reading, and other content areas. Collaboration will include action research projects. The library will acquire a balanced array of resources to support instructional needs. A literacy team will facilitate broad-based project involvement and coordination.  

S364A030468

Osage County Interlocal Cooperative – Shidler Public School District

207 East Main Street 

Hominy, OK 74035

Stephen Cargill

918-793-2021

Recommended Grant: $76,038

Shidler Public Schools has 265 students in grades PreK – 12. It will use the grant funds to update print and non-print resources, integrate technology into the curriculum of the school to develop and enhance the research and critical thinking skills of the students, facilitate Internet links and other resource sharing networks among schools and school library media centers, and provide students with access to school libraries during non-school hours.

S364A030823

Western Height Public School District


8401 Southwest 44th
Oklahoma City, OK 73179

Dianne Prigden

405-350-3410

Recommended Grant:  $150,000

Western Heights Public School District, which serves 3,402 students in grades preK-12 at six school sites, will implement Project SOAR (Students On-Line and Reading) to develop a unified literacy curriculum. The primary focus for 2003-2004 will be instructional collaboration, training and materials for PreK and early literacy students. Early literacy teaching materials, kits and fiction books will receive particular attention. Web links, video resources and reference resources will serve all students.

S364A030460

Tulsa County Independent School District No. 1

Tulsa, OK 74147

Joe Birdwell

918-746-6523

Recommended Grant: $206,294

Tulsa Public Schools will implement collaboration teams consisting of library media specialists and teachers at 13 school sites in the district that serve approximately 5,578 children. These teams will receive guidance and time to design curriculum-based learning activities to support student achievement. Project CLASS (Collaborating for Literacy and Academic Student Success) will develop local collections of diverse learning resources that represent a wide range of subjects targeted to attract and support young readers and achievement, develop the capacity and improve the collaborative performance of current school library media specialists, administrators and teachers, increase and integrate the use of technology and information services throughout all curricular areas, and increase student and family access to library resources.

S364A030120

Malheur County School District 

PO Box 108


Adrian, OR 97901

Elma Witty

541-372-2337

Recommended Grant:  $27,420

Malheur County School District will implement the “Success through Access” initiative to increase the reading achievement of its 250 students in grades K-12. Students will gain access to more factual resources, to an electronic library catalog, to more computers, to instruction designed collaboratively by teachers and the library media specialist, and to the library itself beyond school hours.

S364A030214

Newport Public Schools

437 Broadway

Newport, RI   02840

Judith Droitcour

401-847-2100

Recommended Grant: $288,987

The Newport Public Schools selected eight schools that serve a total of 15,000 students to receive funds for this literacy project.  The District will purchase library media resources that match the curriculum in six elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school. Operating hours of the school libraries will increase and a library literacy web site will be created for both students and parents. The libraries will also join the Rhode Island Library Information Network for Kids, allowing links with schools, public libraries, academic libraries, and homes.

S364A030634

Providence School Department

797 Westminister Street

Providence, RI 02903

Mary Kay Schnare

401-456-9439

Recommended Grant: $142,153

The Providence School Department will expand its Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program to 18 middle and high schools.  The focus of the project will be on the Disciplinary Literacy framework and purchasing new library materials to support this framework.

S364A030631

Woonsocket Education Department

108 High Street

Woonsocket, RI  02895

George Lacouture

401-767-4641

Recommended Grant: $190,350

The Woonsocket Education Department serves 6,875 students in seven elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school.  The Get REAL (Get Reading Excellence through Access to Libraries) project will improve nonfiction book collections and resources.  Teachers, literacy coaches, paraprofessionals and library media specialists will collaboratively select new books and develop a collection of lesson plans, activities, teaching strategies, and bibliographies.  Family Reading Nights will allow more access to the library after school.

S364A030026

Bamberg School District Two

8 North Beech Avenue

Denmark, SC 29042

Sherill Brackett

803-793-3346

Recommended Grant: $171,838

Bamberg School District Two will implement the Lifelong Learning through Libraries Project at its elementary, middle, and high schools, that serve 1,150 students.  The first priority of this project is to improve the collection in each school to meet state and local reading standards.  New material will be selected based on standards-based curriculum maps developed by content area teachers and curriculum specialists at each grade level. The district will also develop school schedules to accommodate extended school media hours for students, teachers, and the community.  

S364A030034

Dillon School District #3

502 North Richardson Street

Latta, SC 29565

Cynthia LeGette

843-752-7101

Recommended Grant: $240,940

Dillon School District #3 will implement Project: LEAP (Libraries Enriching Academic Performance).  The LEAP Project is a multi-tiered library media program that will work across its three schools: one elementary, one middle, and one high school.  It will target 640 students out of a student body of 1,400.   In addition to updating the collections, the school libraries will start an after school program and a summer enrichment program.

S364A030412

Memphis City Schools

2597 Avery Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38112

Robert Lishman

901-325-5382

Recommended Grant: $334,073

Memphis City Schools will improve the literacy rate and academic achievement of 23,461 students in 31 schools K-12 with its new literacy effort. Through this effort, titled Partners in Literacy, each school will expand its collection based upon its own needs. Teachers and librarians will collaborate to ensure that the collection supports the curriculum. Library hours will be extended to allow for improved access to the collection, in part, targeting hours in which students and parents are already present, such as during after school and tutoring programs and parent open houses.

S364A030046

Amarillo Independent School District

7200 I-40 West

Amarillo, TX   79106

Kathy Jones

806-354-4327

Recommended Grant: $250,000 

The Amarillo Independent School District wants its 1,540 pre-k through fifth graders in eleven schools to improve their reading skills and increase their enthusiasm for reading.  Print and electronic books will be purchased to support the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills reading and language arts requirements.  All activities will be designed around the District’s approach to reading, Balanced Literacy.  Collaboration between the school library media specialists and teachers will encourage student use of the library and improvement of reading skills.

S364A030569

Ysleta Independent School District

9600 Sims Drive

El Paso, TX 79925

Sharon Foster

915-434-0673

Recommended Grant: $304,260

Ysleta Independent School District will implement a Treasure Hunt Club in 18 of its schools to focus on 540 K-3 students with low reading skills.  Teachers and school library media specialists will work together to develop specific lesson plans for both library activities and classroom instruction that emphasize research skills, library use, and recreational reading.  Funds will be used to improve the book collection, meet minimal technology standards, and extend library hours for the Treasure Hunt Club and their parents as well as other students.

S364A030176

Fort Worth Independent School District

100 North University Drive

Fort Worth, TX  76107

Catherine Dikes

817-871-2432

Recommended Grant: $318,398

More than 36,500 students in 39 schools in the Fort Worth Independent School District will benefit from this grant award.   All school libraries will receive new library books in science, social studies, history, and selected Accelerated Reader books will be included. Books that assist emergent English learners, a growing student population, will also be purchased.  To increase student access to school library resources, computer workstations will be distributed to secondary schools.

S364A030377

Aldine Independent School District

14910 Aldine Westfield Road

Houston, TX 77032

Christine VanHamersveld

281-985-6415

Recommended Grant: $154,895

The Aldine Independent School District serves 55,000 students in grades Early Childhood/PreK –12 at 63 school sites. The LISA (Libraries Impacting Student Achievement) Project will strengthen the district’s library services at two pilot campuses K-4 and 5-6 that serve 1,745 students by encouraging collaboration among teachers, library media specialists, administrators, students, parents and community members, updating library resources, acquiring Web resources and electronic subscriptions to various Internet databases, and by extending library hours.

S364A030145

Mullin Independent School District

P.O. Box 128

403 W. Bulldog Drive

Mullin, TX 76844

Marion Ferguson

915-985-3316

Recommended Grant: $74,070

Mullin Independent School District serves 120 students in grades K –12 at one school. It will use grant funds to hire a full time library media specialist, to open the library in the summer and after school, to update the library’s collections and to deploy the latest technology in the library. All participants will collaborate throughout the project period to implement proven strategies adopted by the American Library Association, National Institute for Literacy and the Texas School Library Programs Standards and Guidelines that are scientifically proven to improve these rural and high needs students’ reading levels and academic achievement.

S364A030041

Charlotte County School Board

P.O. Box 790

Charlotte Court House, VA  23923

Carolyn M. Baker

434-542-4463

Recommended Grant: $162,042

The Charlotte County School Board will support 2,300 students in three elementary schools, one middle school, one high school, and one Early Learning Center.  Funds will be used to expand hours for eight weeks during the summer.  School library collections will be updated and improved, with purchases including reference materials and reading assessment software.

S364A030732

Oroville School District

Oroville, WA 98844

Kay Sibley

509-476-3332

Recommended Grant:  $60,000

The Oroville School District will implement Project ALL (Advancing Literacy through Libraries) to provide access to updated resource and reference materials and technology, to acquire contemporary print collections, to expand periodical offerings, and to initiate collaboration between administrators, teachers, library technicians, and families in planning and developing projects that enhance student literacy. Library hours will also be extended for the district’s two schools that serve a total of 700 students in grades K-12.
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