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The New England District provides military construction
and installation support to Army and Air Force
installations in New England.

Major customers included the Soldiers System
Center at Natick Labs, Mass.; the Army’s 94th Regional
Support Command; Devens (Mass.) Reserve Training
Area; Hanscom Air Force Base in Bedford, Mass.; and
Westover Air Reserve Base in Chicopee, Mass.

The District also supports more than 125 recruiting
centers throughout the region. Our professionals
provide engineering, construction management and
real estate services important not only to the
operational facilities that ensure continued capability of
these units to execute their assigned missions, but also
to support facilities that provide a quality of life that our
men and women serving in the armed forces deserve.

Defense Environmental Restoration
Program (DERP/FUDS)

This congressionally directed effort (PL 88-212)
provides for expanded work in environmental
restoration. It emphasizes the identification,
investigation and prompt cleanup of hazardous and
toxic waste; unexploded ordnance; and unsafe and
unsightly buildings, structures and debris at facilities
currently or formerly used by the Department of
Defense.

As a result of changing global security requirements,
the United States is developing a defense force
structure in keeping with revised national military
strategy objectives.

The Congress, in response to these changing
conditions, passed two defense realignment laws
mandating closure, consolidation, and realignment of
unspecified defense installations. (Identification of
specific installations is made by the component
services, subject to their own mission requirements and
the specific attributes of the installation under
consideration.) These two laws were the Defense
Authorization Amendments and Base Closure Act of

Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC)

1988, Public Law 100-526, known as BRAC I, and the
Defense Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, Public
Law 101-510, which authorized actions known as
BRAC 91, BRAC 93, and BRAC 95. They specified
procedures for identifying the affected installations and
bases and prescribed schedules for implementing the
closure and realignment actions.

Between the two BRAC laws, a realignment action
knows as BRAC II was initiated. BRAC II was a
discretionary Department of Defense (DoD) action
rather than a legislated requirement.

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) requires the analysis and documentation of
potential environmental effects associated with all
major federal decisions. NEPA ensures that
environmental factors are considered equally with the
technological and economic components of a decision,
and that the public is fully informed and appropriately
involved in the environmental analysis process. The
BRAC laws specifically excluded from NEPA the need
to consider alternative installations. However, all
subsequent decisions related to BRAC actions fall fully
within the NEPA requirements. These decisions include
the timing of impacts, disposal and reuse of property,
and all other activities associated with carrying out the
BRAC mandate. While compliance with many other
environmental laws is also part of this process, NEPA
provides a valuable framework for both integrating
environmental compliance requirements and providing
necessary information to the decision maker, other
agencies, and the public.

For additional information regarding DERP,FUDS,
BRAC or other projects in New England, information is
provided on a state-by-state basis in update reports
for the following states:

• Connecticut

• Maine

• Massachusetts

• New Hampshire

• Rhode Island

• Vermont

http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/ct.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/me.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/ma.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/nh.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/ri.pdf
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/vt.pdf
www.twitter.com/corpsnewengland
www.facebook.com/CorpsNewEngland
http://www.flickr.com/photos/corpsnewengland

