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2. CRASHES

This chapter presents statistics about motor vehicle crashes according to the most severe
injury in the crash: Fatal, Nonfatal Injury (Injury), and Property Damage. The tables and
figures are presented in four groups: Time, Location, Circumstances, and Alcohol. Below are
some of the crash statistics you will find in this section:

® More than 6.6 million police-reported motor vehicle crashes occurred in the United
States in 1995. One-third of these crashes resulted in an injury, with less than 1 percent
of total crashes (37,221) resulting in a death.

® Midnight to 3 a.m. on Saturdays proved to be the deadliest 3-hour period throughout
1995, with 1,339 fatal crashes.

® Fifty-seven percent of fatal crashes involved only one vehicle, compared to 28 percent
of both injury crashes and property-damage-only crashes.

® Slightly more than half of fatal crashes occurred on roads with posted speed limits of
55 mph or more, while only 21 percent of property-damage-only crashes occurred on
these roads.

® Collision with another motor vehicle in transport was the most common first harmful
event for fatal, injury, and property-damage-only crashes. Collisions with fixed objects
and noncollisions accounted for only 17 percent of all crashes, but they accounted for
40 percent of fatal crashes.

® Forty-one percent of fatal crashes involved alcohol. For fatal crashes occurring from
midnight to 3 a.m., 78 percent involved alcohol.
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Traffic Safety Facts 1995

Table 23

Crashes and Crash Rates by Month and Crash Severity

Crash Severity

Total Crashas

Vehicle Property Damage
Miles Fatal Injury Only
Traveled ‘ ‘ e
Month (Millions) | Number | Rate*| Number | Rate*| Number | Rate*| Number | Rate*
January 179,548 2,697 1.5 173,000 96 385,000 215 561,000 312
February 172,283 2,463 1.4 160,000 93 338,000 196 500,000 290
March 200,864 2,819 1.4 163,000 81 349,000 174 514,000 256
April 197,352 2,819 1.4 176,000 89 323,000 163 501,000 254
May 209,852 2,966 1.4 187,000 89 361,000 172 551,000 263
June 211,049 3,248 1.5 185,000 87 354,000 168 542,000 257
July 216,251 3,373 1.6 183,000 85 334,000 155 521,000 241
August 218,081 3,618 1.7 175,000 80 362,000 166 541,000 248
September 204,766 3,389 1.7 189,000 92 349,000 170 541,000 264
October 206,993 3,490 1.7 213,000 103 393,000 190 609,000 294
November 193,321 3,153 1.6 183,000 95 422,000 218 609,000 315
December 192,938 3,186 1.7 180,000 93 439,000 227 622,000 322
Total 2,403,278 37,221 1.5 2,166,000 90 4,409,000 183 6,613,000 275

* Crashes per 100 million vehicle miles traveled.

Source: Vehicle miles traveled, Federal Highway Administration.
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Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Table 24
Crashes by Time of Day, Day of Week, and Crash Severity
Time of Day | Sunday | Monday| Tuesday Wednesday| Thursday | Friday |Saturday| =
Fatal Crashes

Midnight to 3 am 1,244 383 346 390 471 584 1,339 4,757
3 amto 6 am 652 273 231 267 300 385 674 2,782
6amto 9 am 336 543 529 512 519 560 433 3,432
9 am to Noon 439 535 477 469 474 528 8§77 3,499
Noon to 3 pm 664 704 668 645 658 - 764 697 4,800
3 pmto 6 pm 850 810 842 792 879 1,073 996 6,242
6 pmto 9 pm 883 741 694 721 790 1,087 1,007 5,923
9 pm to Midnight 720 576 586 613 707 1,143 1,096 5,441
Unknown 75 41 27 17 55 47 73 345

Total* 5,863 4,606 4,400 4,426 4,853 6,171 6,892 37,221

Injury Crashes

Midnight to 3 am 31,000 10,000 8,000 11,000 11,000 14,000 32,000 116,000
3 am to 6 am 16,000 7,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 13,000 62,000
6 amto 9 am 12,000 = 40,000 42,000 50,000 46,000 40,000 19,000 249,000
9 am to Noon 29,000 40,000 38,000 43,000 36,000 46,000 47,000 280,000
Noon to 3 pm 48,000 60,000 56,000 57,000 58,000 68,000 61,000 409,000
3 pmto 6 pm 52,000 84,000 76,000 84,000 86,000 101,000 60,000 542,000
6 pmto 9 pm 38,000 40,000 42,000 43,000 46,000 56,000 48,000 314,000
9 pm to Midnight 22,000 22,000 24,000 26,000 25,000 40,000 34,000 193,000

Total 249,000 303,000 292,000 320,000 317,000 372,000 31 3,000 2,166,000

Property-Damage-Only Crashes

Midnight to 3 am 52,000 17,000 16,000 14,000 24,000 27,000 57,000 206,000
3amto 6 am 28,000 16,000 13,000 15,000 15,000 16,000 27,000 131,000
6 amto 9 am 21,000 89,000 104,000 110,000 94,000 87,000 37,000 542,000
9 am to Noon 55,000 81,000 89,000 87,000 87,000 100,000 100,000 599,000
Noon to 3 pm 84,000 118,000 116,000 123,000 126,000 139,000 121,000 827,000
3 pmto 6 pm 94,000 152,000 180,000 176,000 165,000 222,000 121,000 1,110,000
6 pm to 9 pm 72,000 81,000 91,000 85,000 88,000 111,000 91,000 618,000
S pm to Midnight 49,000 42,000 46,000 45,000 49,000 79,000 65,000 375,000

Total 455,000 596,000 655,000 655,000 648,000 781,000 61 9,000 4,409,000

All Crashes

Midnight to 3 am 84,000 27,000 24,000 26,000 35,000 42,000 90,000 328,000
3amto 6 am 45,000 23,000 18,000 22,000 23,000 24,000 41,000 196,000
6 amto 9 am 34,000 129,000 146,000 160,000 140,000 128,000 57,000 795,000
9 am to Noon 85,000 122,000 128,000 130,000 124,000 146,000 147,000 883,000
Noon to 3 pm 133,000 179,000 173,000 181,000 185,000 208,000 182,000 1,241,000
3 pmto 6 pm 147,000 237,000 258,000 261,000 252,000 324,000 181,000 1,659,000
6pmto 9 pm 112,000 122,000 133,000 128,000 134,000 168,000 140,000 937,000
9 pm to Midnight 71,000 65,000 71,000 72,000 75,000 120,000 100,000 574,000

Total 710,000 904,000 951,000 980,000 969,000 1,159,000 939,000 6,613,000

* Includes 10 fatal crashes that occurred on unknown days.
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Figure 11
Average Fatal Crashes per Hour by Time of Day, Weekdays and Weekends
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Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Crashes by Weather Condition, Light Condition, and Crash Severity

Table 25

Light Condition

Total

Weather
Condition Daylight Dark, but Lighted Dark Dawn or Dusk
Fatal Crashes
Normal 15,906 5,113 9,817 1,272 32,164
Rain 1,486 593 938 143 3,165
Snow/Sleet 475 92 278 61 907
Other 176 73 326 64 641
Unknown 42 12 60 5 344
Total* 18,085 5,883 11,419 1,545 37,221
Injury Crashes
Normal 1,275,000 185,000 269,000 60,000 1,789,000
Rain 192,000 35,000 53,000 15,000 295,000
Snow/Sleet 30,000 13,000 15,000 3,000 61,000
Other 10,000 7,000 5,000 1,000 22,000
Total 1,506,000 239,000 342,000 80,000 2,166,000
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
Normal 2,548,000 429,000 491,000 137,000 3,606,000
Rain 372,000 69,000 106,000 32,000 579,000
Snow/Sleet 94,000 35,000 41,000 8,000 178,000
Other 20,000 14,000 9,000 4,000 46,000
Total 3,033,000 547,000 647,000 181,000 4,409,000
All Crashes
Normal 3,839,000 619,000 770,000 199,000 5,427,000
Rain 565,000 104,000 160,000 47,000 877,000
Snow/Sleet 124,000 47,000 56,000 12,000 240,000
Other 29,000 21,000 14,000 6,000 70,000
Total 4,557,000 792,000 1,000,000 263,000 6,613,000

* Includes 289 fatal crashes that occurred under unknown light conditions.
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Table 26
Fatal Crashes by Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Response Times Within
Designated Minutes and by Land Use

Time of Crash EMS Notification |EMS Arrival at Scene|  Time of Crash
to EMS Notification to EMS Arrival. | to Hospital Arrival | to Hospital Arrival

Response Time I ‘ ] ‘ , ; N T
(Minutes) Number | Percent | Number | Percent| Number | Percent| Number | Percent

Rural Fatal Crashes

0to 10 10,106 78.3 7,119 55.3 191 3.0 21 0.3
11 to 20 1,908 14.8 4,442 34.5 1,224 19.2 176 2.9
211030 453 3.5 955 7.4 1,662 24.4 644 10.5
31to 40 176 1.4 215 1.7 1,269 20.0 1,098 17.8
41 to 50 86 0.7 82 0.6 864 13.6 1,327 21.6
51to 60 56 0.4 24 0.2 503 7.9 993 16.1
61 to 120 119 0.9 40 0.3 757 11.9 1,897 30.8

Total* 12,904 100.0 12,877 100.0 6,360 100.0 6,156 100.0

Urban Fatal Crashes

0to 10 7,428 92.3 6,760 88.2 336 8.0 67 1.6
1110 20 452 5.6 788 10.3 1,409 33.7 616 14.7
2110 30 85 1.1 88 1.1 1,286  30.8 1,223 29.2
311to 40 26 0.3 21 0.3 639 15.3 1,053 25.1
4110 50 20 0.2 9 0.1 261 6.2 627 15.0
51to 60 13 0.2 1 i 108 2.5 287 6.9
61to 120 26 0.3 1 i 142 3.4 314 7.5

Total* 8,050 100.0 7,668 100.0 4,179 100.0 4,187 100.0

* Includes crashes for which both times were known.
** Less than 0.05 percent.




Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Table 27
Crashes by Crash Type, Relation to Roadway, and Crash Severity
Relation to Roadway ‘ Total
Crash Type On Roadway | Off Roadway | Shoulder Median Other/Unknown ,
Fatal Crashes
Single Vehicle 7,098 11,440 1,465 902 340 21,245
Multiple Vehicle 15,310 290 178 125 73 15,976
Total 22,408 11,730 1,643 1,027 413 37,221
Injury Crashes
Single Vehicle 177,000 355,000 42,000 39,000 2,000 616,000
Multiple Vehicle 1,539,000 7,000 2,000 4,000 * 1,551,000
Total 1,716,000 362,000 44,000 43,000 2,000 2,166,000
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
Single Vehicle 330,000 556,000 303,000 57,000 9,000 1,254,000
Multiple Vehicle 3,136,000 10,000 4,000 3,000 2,000 3,155,000
Totai 3,466,000 566,000 307,000 60,000 10,000 4,409,000
All Crashes
Single Vehicle 514,000 922,000 347,000 97,000 11,000 1,891,000
Multiple Vehicle 4,690,000 17,000 6,000 7,000 2,000 4,722,000
Total 5,204,000 939,000 353,000 104,000 13,000 6,613,000

* Less than 500.
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Table 28

Crashes by Relation to Junction, Traffic Control Device, and Crash Severity

Traffic Control Device

. Total
Relation to
Junction None Traffic Signal Stop Sign Other/Unknown
Fatal Crashes
Nonjunction 24,960 116 144 1,340 26,560
Junction:
Intersection 1,704 2,133 2,827 246 6,910
Intersection Related 641 581 247 71 1,540
Other/Unknown 1,440 36 50 685 2,211
Total 28,745 2,866 3,268 2,342 37,221
Injury Crashes
Nonjunction 864,000 2,000 * 35,000 902,000
Junction:
Intersection 176,000 334,000 226,000 23,000 759,000
Intersection Related 81,000 132,000 32,000 8,000 252,000
Other/Unknown 212,000 12,000 11,000 18,000 253,000
Total 1,333,000 480,000 270,000 83,000 2,166,000
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
Nonjunction 1,941,000 12,000 3,000 68,000 2,024,000
Junction:
Intersection 316,000 479,000 365,000 45,000 1,205,000
Intersection Related 177,000 272,000 81,000 20,000 550,000
Other/Unknown 536,000 23,000 28,000 42,000 629,000
Total 2,970,000 786,000 478,000 175,000 4,409,000
All Crashes
Nonjunction 2,830,000 14,000 4,000 104,000 2,953,000
Junction:
intersection 494,000 815,000 594,000 68,000 1,971,000
Intersection Related 258,000 405,000 113,000 28,000 804,000
Other/Unknown 749,000 35,000 39,000 60,000 884,000
Total 4,332,000 1,269,000 750,000 261,000 6,613,000

* Less than 500.
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Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Table 29
Crashes by Speed Limit, Crash Type, and Crash Severity
Crash Type Total
Single Vehicle Multiple Vehicle
Speed Limit Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Fatal Crashes
30 mph or less 3,192 15.0 1,385 8.7 4,577 123
35 or 40 mph 3,737 . 17.6 2,614 16.4 6,351 17.1
45 or 50 mph 3,122 14.7 3,173 19.9 6,295 16.9
55 mph 8,900 41.9 7,820 48.9 16,720 449
60 mph or higher 1,606 7.6 782 4.9 2,388 6.4
No Statutory Limit 59 0.3 11 0.1 70 0.2
Unknown 629 3.0 191 1.2 820 2.2
Total 21,245 100.0 15,976 100.0 37,221 100.0
Injury Crashes
30 mph or less 173,000 28.2 357,000 23.0 531,000 245
35 or 40 mph 143,000 23.2 611,000 39.4 754,000 34.8
45 or 50 mph 88,000 14.4 324,000 20.9 413,000 19.1
55 mph 190,000 30.9 246,000 15.9 436,000 20.1
60 mph or higher 20,000 3.3 12,000 0.8 32,000 1.5
No Statutory Limit * 0.1 1,000 * 1,000 0.1
Total 616,000 100.0 1,551,000 100.0 2,166,000 100.0
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
30 mph or less 416,000 33.2 948,000 30.0 1,364,000 30.9
35 or 40 mph 206,000 16.4 1,136,000 36.0 1,342,000 30.4
45 or 50 mph 138,000 11.0 625,000 19.8 763,000 17.3
55 mph 439,000 35.0 415,000 13.2 855,000 19.4
60 mph or higher 52,000 4.2 30,000 1.0 82,000 1.9
No Statutory Limit 2,000 0.2 1,000 . 3,000 0.1
Total 1,254,000 100.0 3,155,000 100.0 4,409,000 100.0
All Crashes

30 mph or less 593,000 31.3 1,306,000 27.7 1,899,000 28.7
35 or 40 mph 353,000 18.7 1,749,000 37.1 2,102,000 31.8
45 or 50 mph 230,000 12.2 953,000 20.2 1,183,000 17.9
55 mph 638,000 33.8 669,000 14.2 1,307,000 19.8
60 mph or higher 74,000 3.9 43,000 0.9 117,000 1.8
No Statutory Limit 2,000 0.1 1,000 * 4,000 0.1
Unknown 1,000 * * * 1,000 *
Total 1,891,000 100.0 4,722,000 100.0 6,613,000 100.0

* Less than 500 or less than 0.05 percent.
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Speed Limit

Table 30

Fatal Crashes by Speed Limit and Land Use
Lahd Use

Rural Urban Unknown

Total

Number | Percent | Number | Percent Number | Percent

':Number Percent

30 mph or less 850 18.6 3,599 78.6 128 2.8 4,577 100.0
35 or 40 mph 1,713 27.0 4,503 70.9 135 2.1 6,351 100.0
45 or 50 mph 2,890 45.9 3,238 51.4 167 2.7 6,295 100.0
55 mph 12,770 76.4 3,545 21.2 405 2.4 16,720 100.0
60 mph or higher 2,079 87.1 309 12.9 0 0.0 2,388 100.0
No Statutory Limit 57 81.4 13 18.6 0 0.0 70 100.0
Unknown 353 43.0 401 48.9 66 8.0 820 100.0
Total 20,712 556 15,608 41.9 901 2.4 37,221 100.0
Figure 12
percent of Fatal Crashes by Speed Limit and Land Use
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Table 31
Crashes by Number of Lanes, Trafficway Flow, and Crash Severity
‘ Tramcway Flow - ’ Total
Number of Lanes | Not Divided | Divided One-Way | Unknown
Fatal Crashes
One Lane 48 169 64 1 282
Two Lanes 22,030 6,275 226 21 28,552
Three Lanes 342 1,765 94 8 2,209
Four Lanes 2,257 1,924 47 4 4,232
More Than Four 267 635 21 1 924
Unknown 181 84 19 738 1,022
Total 25,125 10,852 471 773 37,221
Injury Crashes
One Lane 3,000 4,000 22,000 3,000 32,000
Two Lanes 610,000 179,000 16,000 71,000 875,000
Three Lanes 58,000 174,000 16,000 9,000 256,000
Four Lanes 162,000 90,000 10,000 11,000 273,000
More Than Four 185,000 30,000 2,000 8,000 225,000
Unknown 210,000 42,000 15,000 239,000 506,000
Total 1,228,000 518,000 79,000 341,000 2,166,000
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
One Lane 8,000 6,000 62,000 9,000 86,000
Two Lanes 1,206,000 323,000 33,000 216,000 1,778,000
Three Lanes 122,000 244,000 36,000 25,000 426,000
Four Lanes 309,000 144,000 22,000 29,000 505,000
More Than Four 332,000 69,000 4,000 27,000 432,000
Unknown 397,000 100,000 26,000 659,000 1,183,000
Total 2,374,000 887,000 183,000 965,000 4,409,000
All Crashes
One Lane 12,000 10,000 83,000 12,000 118,000
Two Lanes . 1,838,000 508,000 48,000 287,000 2,681,000
Three Lanes 180,000 419,000 52,000 34,000 684,000
Four Lanes 474,000 236,000 32,000 40,000 782,000
More Than Four 517,000 99,000 7,000 35,000 658,000
Unknown 607,000 143,000 41,000 899,000 1,689,000
Total 3,627,000 1,416,000 262,000 1,306,000 6,613,000
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Table 32
Crashes by First Harmful Event, Manner of Collision, and Crash Severity

Crash Severity

Total
Property Damage
Fatal Injury Only

First Harmful Event Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number ~ Percent | Number | Percent

Collision with Motor
Vehicle in Transport:

Angle 7,314 19.7 812,000 375 1,617,000 36.7 2,436,000 36.8
Rear End 1,655 4.4 631,000 201 1,193,000 271 1,826,000 27.6
Sideswipe 516 1.4 36,000 1.6 260,000 5.9 296,000 4.5
Head On 5,472 14.7 58,000 2.7 42,000 1.0 105,000 1.6
Other/Unknown 72 0.2 * * * * v *

Subtotal 15,029 404 1,536,000 70.9 3,112,000 70.6 4,663,000 70.5

Coliision with
Fixed Object:

Pole/Post 1,911 5.1 70,000 3.2 128,000 2.9 199,000 3.0
Culvert/Curb/Ditch 2,088 5.6 81,000 3.7 120,000 2.7 204,000 3.1
Shrubbery/Tree 2,881 7.7 66,000 3.0 71,000 1.6 140,000 2.1
Guard Rail 1,058 2.8 30,000 1.4 66,000 1.5 98,000 1.5
Embankment 1,162 341 31,000 1.4 30,000 0.7 62,000 09
Bridge 419 1.1 7,000 0.3 13,000 0.3 21,000 0.3
Other/Unknown 1,468 3.9 69,000 3.2 161,000 3.7 231,000 3.5

Subtotal 10,987 29.5 354,000 16.3 590,000 13.4 954,000 144

Collision with
Object Not Fixed:

Parked Motor Vehicle 458 1.2 43,000 2.0 321,000 7.3 365,000 5.5
Animal 111 0.3 16,000 0.7 259,000 5.9 275,000 4.2
Pedestrian 5,219 14.0 78,000 3.6 3,000 0.1 86,000 13
Pedalcyclist 822 2.2 60,000 2.8 7,000 0.2 67,000 1.0
Train 377 1.0 1,000 0.1 2,000 * 3,000 0.1
Other/Unknown 211 0.6 5,000 0.2 21,000 0.5 26,000 0.4
Subtotal 7,198 19.3 203,000 9.4 612,000 13.9 822,000 124
Noncollision:

Rollover 3,545 9.5 63,000 2.9 41,000 0.9 108,000 1.6
Other/Unknown 438 1.2 11,000 0.5 54,000 1.2 66,000 1.0
Subtotal 3,983 10.7 74,000 3.4 96,000 22 174,000 2.6
Total** 37,221 100.0 2,166,000 100.0 4,409,000 100.0 6,613,000 100.0

* Less than 500 or less than 0.05 percent.
* |ncludes 24 fatal crashes with an unknown first harmful event.

54 1995 Motor Vehicle Crash Data from FARS and GES



Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Table 33
Two-Vehicle Crashes by Vehicle Type and Crash Severity
Vehicle Type
Passenger ‘ o o , ~ Other/.
Vehicle Type Car Light Truck | Large Truck Motorcycle Bus- . Unknown
Fatal Crashes
(Total = 13,583)
Passenger Car ...: 3638 ........ 4,651 1,779 563 105 162
Light Truck ................. 1,040 ........ 808 411 32 82
Large Truck .. ......... ... ... ...... ... 88 85 4 21
Motoreycle . ........ ... . 24 7 23
Bus ... 0 1
Other/UnkNOWN . . . ..o 59
Injury Crashes
(Total = 1,324,000)
Passenger Car .| 692000 . 460000 38000 19000 8000 2,000
Light Truck ................. 80000 ....... 12,000 5,000 3,000 1,000
Large Truck . ........... ... ... ... ... .. 3,000 * * *
Property-Damage-Only Crashes
(Total = 2,974,000)
Passenger Car ... 1423000 ....... i 1,061,000 136,000 9,000 26,000 6,000
Light Truck ............... .. ...... 239,000 ....... 48,000 2,000 8,000 5,000
LargeTruck............................5 10,000 * 2,000 1,000
* Less than 500.
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Table 34
Crashes and Percent Alcohol Related by Time of Day, Crash Type, and Crash Severity
| Crash Type ; Total
Single Vehicle Multiple Vehicle

Percent ‘ | Percent , f Pérﬁdmt

Alcohol | Alcohol | Alcohol | Alcohol © Aleohof | Alcohol

Time of Day Number | Related | Related | Number Related | Related | Number | Related | Related

Fatal Crashes*
Midnight to 3 am 3,646 2,878 78.9 1,111 820 73.8 4,757 3,698 77.7
3 amto 6 am 2,095 1,380 66.3 687 362 52.7 2,782 1,752 63.0
6 am to 9@ am 1,704 327 19.2 1,728 178 10.3 3,432 506 14.7
9 am to Noon 1,446 218 15.1 2,053 188 81 3,499 405 11.6
Noon to 3 pm 2,041 437 214 2,759 354 12.8 4,800 791 16.5
3 pm to 6 pm 2,851 897 315 3,391 782 23.1 6,242 1,679 26.9
6 pm to 9 pm 3,455 1,807 523 2,468 1,019 413 5,923 2,826 47.7
9 pm to Midnight 3,672 2,449 66.7 1,769 1,050 59.4 5,441 3,500 64.3
Unknown 335 226 67.4 10 3 329 345 229 66.4
Total 21,245 10,629 50.0 15,976 4,756 29.8 37,221 15,386 41.3
injury Crashes™*
Midnight to 3 am 72,000 34,000 46.8 44,000 15,000 344 116,000 49,000 421
3 am to 6 am 43,000 14,000 31.7 20,000 3,000 13.1 62,000 16,000 25.8
6 am to 9 am 64,000 4,000 6.2 185,000 3,000 1.5 249,000 7,000 2.7
9 am to Noon 60,000 2,000 37 220,000 3,000 14 280,000 5,000 1.9
Noon to 3 pm 84,000 5,000 6.5 325,000 7,000 2.2 409,000 12,000 3.0
3 pmto 6 pm 114,000 10,000 8.6 428,000 16,000 3.7 542,000 26,000 48
6 pm to 9 pm 99,000 14,000 14.5 214,000 20,000 9.2 314,000 34,000 10.9
9 pm to Midnight 79,000 22,000 28.1 114,000 23,000 20.5 193,000 46,000 23.6
Total 616,000 105,000 17.1 1,551,000 90,000 5.8 2,166,000 195,000 9.0
Property-Damage-Only Crashes**

Midnight to 3 am 133,000 35,000 25.9 73,000 13,000 17.8 206,000 47,000 23.0
3 am to 6 am 93,000 13,000 13.7 38,000 5,000 12.3 131,000 17,000 13.3
6 am to 9 am 150,000 6,000 3.7 392,000 8,000 2.0 542,000 13,000 2.5
9 am to Noon 135,000 3,000 2.0 465,000 9,000 1.9 599,000 12,000 1.9
Noon to 3 pm 152,000 8,000 5.0 675,000 16,000 24 827,000 24,000 29
3 pm to 6 pm 190,000 11,000 5.7 919,000 26,000 28 1,110,000 37,000 3.3
6 pm to 9 pm 221,000 21,000 9.5 397,000 21,000 5.2 618,000 41,000 6.7
9 pm to Midnight 180,000 26,000 14.2 195,000 21,000 10.6 375,000 46,000 12.3
Total 1,254,000 120,000 9.6 3,155,000 118,000 3.7 4,409,000 238,000 5.4

« Blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.01 grams per deciliter (g/d!) or greater.

** Police-reported alcohol involvement.
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Chapter 2 ¢ Crashes

Percent of Crashes Alcohol Related, by Time of Day and Crash Severity

Figure 13
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ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Reader,

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is pleased to present its Traffic Safety
Facts 1995: A Compilation of Motor Vehicle Crash Data from the Fatal Accident Reporting
System and the General Estimates System. This report combines data from two of our key
crash databases, providing statistics on traffic crashes of all severities.

The numbers in this publication tell a very important story. More than 6.6 million police-
reported motor vehicle crashes occurred on our highways in 1995—one every 5 seconds.
On average, a person was injured in these crashes every 9 seconds, and someone was killed
every 13 minutes. Information about these crashes, such as the tables in this report, helps us
better understand the problem and develop effective solutions. Reducing these numbers
requires the continued efforts of state, local, and federal organizations working toward this
common goal.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is committed to keeping highway safety
high on the list of national priorities. ‘ 4 -~ e

I hope you find this publication useful.

Sincerely,

dn hy

Ricardo Martinez, M.D.
Administrator
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
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INTRODUCTION

In this annual report, Traffic Safety Facts 1995: A Compilation of Motor Vehicle Crash Data
from the Fatal Accident Reporting System and the General Estimates System, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) presents descriptive statistics about traffic
crashes of all severities, from those that result in property damage to those that result in the
loss of human life.

Information from two of NHTSA’s primary data systems has been combined to create a
single source for motor vehicle crash statistics. The first data system, the Fatal Accident
Reporting System (FARS), is probably the better known of the two sources. Established in
1975, FARS contains data on the most severe traffic crashes, those in which someone was
killed. The second source is the National Accident Sampling System/General Estimates
System (GES), which began operation in 1988. GES contains data from a nationally
representative sample of police-reported crashes of all severities, including those that result in
death, injury, or property damage. The next two sections provide a brief description of FARS
and GES.

Both systems were designed and developed by NHTSA’s National Center for Statistics and
Analysis (NCSA) to provide an overall measure of highway safety, to help identify traffic
safety problems, to suggest solutions, and to help provide an objective basis on which to
evaluate the effectiveness of motor vehicle safety standards and highway safety initiatives.
Data from these systems are used to answer requests for information from the international
and national highway traffic safety communities, including state and local governments, the
Congress, Federal agencies, research organizations, industry, the media, and private citizens.
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FARS OPERATIONS

FARS, which became operational in 1975, contains data on a census of fatal traffic crashes
within the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. To be included in FARS, a
crash must involve a motor vehicle traveling on a trafficway Customarily open to the public,
and must result in the death of an occupant of a vehicle or a nonmotorist within 30 days of
the crash.

NHTSA has a cooperative agreement with an agency in each state’s government to provide
information on all qualifying fatal crashes in the state. These agreements are managed by
Regional Contracting Officer’s Technical Representatives located in the 10 NHTSA Regional
Offices. Trained state employees, called “FARS analysts,” are responsible for gathering,
translating, and transmitting their state’s data to NCSA in a standard format. The number of
analysts varies by state, depending on the number of fatal crashes and the ease of obtaining
data.

FARS data are obtained solely from the state’s existing documents:

Police Accident Reports Death Certificates

State Vehicle Registration Files Coroner/Medical Examiner Reports
State Driver Licensing Files Hospital Medical Reports

State Highway Department Data Emergency Medical Service Reports

Vital Statistics

From these documents, the analysts code more than 100 FARS data elements. (See Appendix
A for a list of the FARS data elements.) The specific data elements may be modified slightly
each year to conform to changing user needs, vehicle characteristics, and highway safety
emphasis areas. The data collected within FARS do not include any personal identifying
information, such as names, addresses, or social security numbers. Thus, any data kept in
FARS files and made available to the public fully conform to the Privacy Act.

Each analyst enters data into a local microcomputer data file, and daily updates are sent to
NHTSA’s central computer database. Data are automatically checked when entered for
acceptable range values and for consistency, enabling the analyst to make corrections
immediately. Several programs continually monitor and improve the completeness and
accuracy of the data. Periodically, sample cases are recoded and analyzed to ensure accuracy
and consistency. The 1995 FARS data file used for the statistics in this report was created in
June 1996.

1995 Motor Vehicle Crash Data from FARS and GES
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GES OPERATIONS

GES data are obtained from a nationally representative probability sample selected from all
police-reported crashes. The system began operation in 1988. To be eligible for the GES
sample, a police accident report (PAR) must be completed for the crash, and the crash must
involve at least one motor vehicle traveling on a trafficway and result in property damage,
injury, or death. Although various sources suggest that about half the motor vehicle crashes in
the country are not reported to police, the majority of these unreported crashes involve only
minor property damage and no significant personal injury. By restricting attention to police-
reported crashes, the GES concentrates on those crashes of greatest concern to the highway
safety community and the general public.

GES data collectors make weekly visits to approximately 400 police jurisdictions in 60 sites
across the United States, where they randomly sample about 48,000 PARs per year. The
col