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Crane and the community  Crane Army Ammunition Activity explo-
sives handlers move foamed polystyrene from storage bunkers in order to 
donate it for recycling with Crossroads Industrial Services in Indianapolis.  
By donating the polystyrene, CAAA has the opportunity to improve its 
storage capacity while helping the environment and local Indiana com-
munities as well.

Crane efforts benefi t charity, 
help the environment

By Tom Peske
Crane AAA Public Affairs

CRANE, Ind. - Crane Army Ammunition Activity is always 
looking at its warehouse space to ensure it is making the 
best use of its ammunition bunkers, but recently an op-
portunity came to improve its storage capacity and help the 
environment and local Indiana communities as well.
      Storage space in some of the bunkers at Crane Army 
Ammunition Activity, or CAAA, was being taken up by 
foamed polystyrene, which had been used as packing mate-
rial for a previous decoy fl are production. 
      The bulky packing material took up a great amount of 
storage space as it waited for disposal. 
      CAAA materials handler Clyde Housel saw the material 
as an opportunity to help both the Army and the environ-
ment.
       "The material was turned over to CAAA depot opera-
tions for disposal from CAAA Manufacturing and Engi-
neering when the design for a countermeasure fl are was 
changed and the foam container halves would no longer fi t," 
Housel explained. 
      "Several thousand of these were destined for the landfi ll 
at Crane, and because it was near full capacity, I decided 
that maybe a recycling option could be found."
      Housel said that after checking with an Evansville com-
pany that CAAA previously used but no longer did that type 
of recycling work, he was told about Crossroads Industrial 

Services in Indianapolis. 
      Crossroads is the operating division of Easter Seals 
Crossroads in Indianapolis, with a mission to employ 
people with disabilities and generate an income used to sup-
port programs for those who cannot work. 
      Crossroads operates a 68,000-square-foot facility on the 
east side of Indianapolis that does a wide variety of work, 
providing assembly, packaging and fabrication services to 
its customer base.
      According to Crossroads project manager Jeff Gore, 
"The polystyrene that Crane provides Crossroads will help 
in continuing to provide employment for 4-5 individu-
als with disabilities. Crossroads takes polystyrene from a 
variety of sources, including; commercial, military, state 
and local governments, grinds it into small pellets and then 
compacts it into 100 pound logs. 
      Once the product has been processed by CIS, it is 
then shipped to an American manufacturer that turns the 
compacted polystyrene into consumer products including 
picture frames and crown molding.
      Housel said that so far they have cleared approximately 
7,000 square feet of space by recycling the foamed poly-
styrene, with more material available for recycling once it 
has been cleared by CAAA for disposal. 
      "As you can tell, I'm sure, by eliminating this bulky, 
space gobbling material that is just waste, we will open up 
space for real ammo storage," Housel explained. 
     By sending the polystyrene to Crossroads, Crane has 
made a commitment to keep this recyclable product out of 
the landfi ll.
      Overall the project has been a win-win for CAAA and 
Crossroads. 
      "We want to thank Crane for participating in this pro-
gram," Gore said. "The recycling of polystyrene is not only 
good for our environment, it is providing employment for 
persons with disabilities."
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