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126 American service members are unaccounted for from 14 Cold War missions. 

 Cold War incidents took place near North Korea, the East China Sea, the Straits of Formosa, the 
People’s Republic of China, and over or near the Soviet Union. 

Incident details in chronological order 

 April 8, 1950, a U.S. Navy PB4Y2 Privateer aircraft flying out of Wiesbaden, Germany, was 
shot down by Soviet fighters over the Baltic Sea.  The entire crew of 10 remains unaccounted 
for.  

 Nov. 6, 1951, a U.S. Navy P2V Neptune aircraft was shot down over the Sea of Japan.  The 
entire crew of 10 remains unaccounted for. 

 June 13, 1952, a U.S. Air Force RB-29 aircraft stationed at Yokota Air Base, Japan, was shot 
down over the Sea of Japan.  The entire crew of 12 remains unaccounted for.  

 Oct. 7, 1952, a U.S. Air Force RB-29 aircraft stationed at Yokota Air Base, Japan was shot down 
north of Hokkaido Island, Japan.  Of the eight crewmen on board, seven remain unaccounted for.   

 Nov. 28, 1952, a civilian C-47 aircraft flying over China was shot down, and one American 
civilian remains unaccounted for.  

 Jan. 18, 1953, a U.S. Navy P2V aircraft with 13 crewmen aboard was shot down by the Chinese, 
in the Formosa Straits.  Six crew members remain unaccounted for.  

 July 29, 1953, a U.S. Air Force RB-50 aircraft stationed at Yokota Air Base, Japan, was shot 
down over the Sea of Japan.  Of the 17 crew members on board, 14 remain unaccounted for. 

 April 17, 1955, a U.S. Air Force RB-47 aircraft based at Eielson Air Base, Alaska, was shot 
down near the southern point of Kamchatka, Russia.  The entire crew of three remains 
unaccounted for. 

 May 6, 1954 a C-119 aircraft flying over Northern Vietnam was shot down.   One of the two 
Americans onboard remains unaccounted for. 

 Aug. 22, 1956, a U.S. Navy P4M aircraft was shot down off the coast of China.  Of the 16 crew 
members on board, 12 remain unaccounted for. 

 Sept. 10, 1956, a U.S. Air Force RB-50 aircraft based at Yokota Air Base, Japan, with a crew of 
16, was lost in Typhoon Emma over the Sea of Japan.  The entire crew remains unaccounted for. 

 July 1, 1960, a U.S. Air Force RB-47 aircraft stationed at RAF Brize Norton, England, was shot 
down over the Barents Sea.  Of the six crew members on board, three remain unaccounted for. 

 Dec. 14, 1965, a U.S. Air Force RB-57 aircraft was lost over the Black Sea, flying out of Incirlik 
Air Base, Turkey.  The entire crew of two remains unaccounted for. 

 April 15, 1969, a U.S. Navy EC-121 aircraft was shot down by North Korean fighters.  Of the 31 
men on board, 29 remain unaccounted for. 


