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Vicenza elementary students take a D.A.R.E.
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Sgt. Joseph Willie (right), USAG Vicenza Office of the Provost Marshal, Drug Abuse Resistance Education
officer, teaches fifth-graders in the first class of the 10-week D.A.R.E Program, which started at the Vicenza
Elementary School Jan. 25. Atthe end of the class ‘Darren the Lion,’ (alias Cpl. Travis Quinn), also with the PMO,
danced and gave children some D.A.R.E. stickers, hats and frisbees. The D.A.R.E. program has been reintroduced
to the community, and includes classes on ‘Bullying,’ ‘Inhalants’ and ‘Role Models.’ See page 4 for story. (Photo

by Laura Kreider, Outlook staff)

Chapel gate receives security facelift

By John Buchanan
USAG Vicenza Physical Security Officer

In order to increase the security capabilities of the Chapel
gate, the U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers, along withthe USAG
Vicenza Directorate of Public Works, have been installing
new security equipment at the gate.

Whenthisproject isfinished, it will not only improve gate
operations, but it will also include anew parking and traffic
direction plan around Finance and Human Resources offices
and the Chapel parking lot and the intersection at the gate.

This will not change the PT running route across the
intersection.

The major changesinclude the directional flow of traffic
through thefinance area, the accessibility of traffic from First
Street onto Olson Avenue and the exit lane used in the
evenings that allows vehiclesto leave the installation.

What won't change are the hours of operation — vehicle
entry on weekday morningsfrom 5:30-6:30 am. and 7:30-9
am. and vehicleexit in theeveningsfrom 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Entering post in themorning will remain the same: you will
be greeted by aguard who will check theinstallation pass or
ID card and then you will either be stopped by a contract
guard for avehicleinspection, or you will bedirected around
the inspection point and across the new active barrier to
your destination.

Exiting post intheevening will bealittledifferent: youwill
enter the exit lane across the new active barrier — the same
lane that you entered post on in the morning, drive out the
gate and then turn right onto Viale Della Pace.

Traffic signswill betactically positioned to givetheright-
of-way to vehiclesentering and exiting the gate corridor and
for thefirst two weeks. A military policeofficer will beassisting
the traffic asthey enter the exit lane in the evenings.

The next stage of the project will include changing traffic
signs, directional signs and parking lines.

Thiswill occur Feb. 15-19. At thistime, several roadsand
parking areas around the gate will be closed.

The access roads leading to the Chapel and the finance
building will be blocked and all parking inthe Chapel parking
lot, finance building and along the access roads will be
restricted. The gate will be open asnormal during these four
construction days — please exercise caution around the
construction activities.

Thefinal stage of the project will occur within afew days

after the traffic flow ismodified but will not include closing
theroads. Thefinal stage includes placing concrete barriers
and cablesalong the entry and exit lane. Community members
may experience minor traffic disruptions as the barriers are
maneuvered into positioned so we ask that people be careful.

The finished project will greatly increase the security at
the gate, while only creating moderate changesin and around
the Chapel and finance area.

For questions regarding this project, or the operation of
the gate after the project is finished, contact the USAG
VicenzaPhysica Security Officer at 634-6744, from off post at
0444-71-6744, or MP Operations Division of the Office of the
Provost Marshal at 634-8891, off post at 0444-71-8991.
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Strikes may close gas stations

TheVicenzamilitary community isadvised that a
possible strike by gas station owners may occur
Tuesday through Thursday, according to local
media.

Additional, unplanned and unannounced strikes
may occur Feb. 25-March 3, and March 25-April
3.

Please keep these datesin mind and keep your
gastankstopped off.

In the event of a strike, AFN will run a scroll
across the bottom of its screen on AFN decoder
channel 14 (off post); AFN Atlantic Prime (on post/
villaggio), on AFN radio, and the Command
Information Channel.

How to find information
for post closures, delays

American Forces Network South
Press Release

You wake up on a Wednesday morning and
find it has snowed several inchesovernight. What
do you do?

Turn on thetelevision and go to thelocal AFN
channel to see what the scroll on the bottom of
the screen says about possible closuresand delays.

Each AFN station across Europe has a
dedicated satellite channel focused on its specific
community.

While the programming comes from AFN
Prime Atlantic, the channel’s news breaks and
spots focus on the military community and
surrounding areas.

If you livein Villaggio or in the barracks and
have a cable system, the AFN channel dedicated
to Vicenzais AFN Atlantic Prime. If you live off
post and have asatellite decoder, it ischannel 14.

Maybe you prefer to tune into AFN’s 106FM,
The Eagle, and hear what the morning degjay
saysabout |ate openings, post and school closures.

For moreinformation, visit www.afneurope.net
and click on*Vicenza.”
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New banking option arrives for
Vicenza military community

Sory and photo by DianaBahr
USAG Vicenza Public Affairs

Community Bank opens its doors for
business Thursday offering a full-service
banking option for community members,
according to Shannon Studders, Community
Bank manager. Thebuildingislocated inthe
parking lot adjacent to Burger King and the
post exchange, along Olson Avenue and
banking hours are 9 am.- 4 p.m. and six
automated teller machines are conveniently
located around post.

“There are a lot of people on Caserma
Ederle who have had Community Bank
accountsin the Pacific or in Germany,” said
Studders. “ So they are already familiar with
our services.”

Bank of America currently operates the
Overseas Military Banking Program under
supervision from the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service.

Among the services offered are checking,
savings, certificates of deposit (CDs),

personal and auto |oans and more.

Authorized customers include U.S.
government personnel (military, civilian,
contractors and family members), private
organizations and approved individuals.

Thisisthefirst office to be openin Italy.
Throughout the rest of 2007, Community
Bank will open branchesin Livorno, Naples,
Sigonellaand Aviano.

Community Bank, operated by Bank of
America, iscontracted by the Department of
Defense to provide stateside-like banking
services exclusively to the military
community.

This relationship benefits customers by
ensuring awiderange of servicestailored for
the unique requirements of servicemembers
stationed overseas.

A grand opening for Community Bank is
set for Feb. 15 at 10:50 am. where aribbon-
cutting ceremony will take place and
refreshments offered to the community.

For details on what Community Bank
offers, call theofficeat 0444-25-241.

Community Bank officially opens its doors to the public Thursday. The bank is located
on Olson Avenue, adjacent to the Burger King parking lot. Hours of the bank are 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., and automated teller machines are located at the post exchange, Shoppette,
commissary, Chapel Gate, Ederle Inn and the Villaggio Shoppette.

Insurance companies give refunds
for deceptive sales to military

By ElaineWilson
Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs

Life insurance companies are being held
accountablefor their improper salespractices
tomilitary members.

Four companies in the past three months
have agreed to a multi-state settlement
agreement after Texas Department of
Insurance investigators uncovered a pattern
of deception to young troops.

Under the agreements, the companieswill
refund more than $70 million to more than
93,000 consumers, including about 71,000
servicemembers, according to Texas
Department of Insurance news releases.

Thefirst settlement, reached Aug. 3, came
after a 20-month investigation by Texas and
Georgia, together with the U.S. Department
of Justice and the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission, into the sales
practices of three Waco, Texas-based
companies: American-Amicable Life
Insurance Company of Texas, Pioneer
American Insurance Company and Pioneer
Security Lifelnsurance Company.

Stateregulatorsand federal agenciesclaim
that the life insurance companies “targeted
young recruitsand misled theminto believing
they were buying an investment product.”
The servicemembers were actually
purchasing an expensive term-life product
that was coupled with aside fund and called
the “Wealth Builder” or “Horizon Life,”
according to the release.

The second settlement, reached Oct. 17,
involves the Boston Mutual Life Insurance
Company.

In 2004, TDI investigators learned that
severa Boston Mutual agentswere soliciting
and selling life insurance to low-ranking
soldiers in the Fort Hood, Texas, area by
misrepresenting the insurance as a savings
or investment plan, said Jim Hurley, TDI
spokesman. The activity led to the multi-state
examination of thecompany’ ssalesto military
personnel.

The company will refund a total of
$427,529.57 to 1,784 military memberswho
bought life insurance policies between Jan.
1, 2002, and April 30, 2005.

“ Servicemembers need to be skeptical and
shop around if interested in purchasing life
insurance,” said Tim Haight, acting chief,
Client Services Division, Fort Sam Houston
Legal Assistance Office. “ Educate yourself.
The best place to start when considering
investments or additional insuranceisto get
sound advice from a certified financial
planner.”

The companies are notifying
servicemembers with current or lapsed
policies affected by the agreements, Hurley
said. Consumers who feel they are affected
but have not received notification can call
the companies’ consumer service center at
800-736-7311.

For moreinformation, refer totheWeb site
for the Texas Department of Insurance at:
www.tdi .state.tx.us

By Chaplain (Col.) Dave Smith
SETAF Chaplain

The movie “Groundhog Day” made
famous a very little-known holiday in
February. As far as holidays go, we
celebrate Presidents Day in February, a
day where we recognize all U.S.
Presidents’ birthdays. For servicemembers
and their families, it brings pleasure
because we receive a three-day, or
possibly, afour-day weekend.

Being from Pennsylvania, | enjoy the
folklore and wesather-lore around another
holiday, Groundhog Day.

Each year, since the early 1800s, the
town of Punxsutawny, Penn., claims that
a small rodent — a groundhog — can
forecast the weather for the next six weeks.
So, on Feb. 2, Punxsutawny Phil came out
of hibernation.

Astheloregoes, if Phil seeshisshadow
it meansthat wewill have six moreweeks
of winter. If Phil does not see his shadow,
spring will come early. (Hedidn’t see his
shadow.)

Even though we may not get a three-
day weekend to celebrate Groundhog Day,
at least we get an inside track on the
weather forecast. | have not placed much
credence nor have| cared much about the

Groundhog Day: Using yesterday’s
lessons to improve tomorrow’s outcome

weather forecasting of a groundhog.
(Actually, Phil’s predictions have held
fairly accurate through the centuries.)

However, themovie, “ Groundhog Day”
suggests something else of importance.

The main character seems to live the
same day over and over, learning
something from the previous day’s
experience, until heisable to change the
outcome of the next day for the best.

| have heard Soldiers claim—especially
while deployed — that they live a
groundhog day — where each day is like
the day before.

Thismay bearedlity. However, evenif
our days' activities seem redundant, we
can learn from each day and use our
|earning toward the next day.

Itislikerunningincircles. Eachlapwe
should learn something that will help us
to run the next lap better.

For what isat theend of therace? “Do
you not know that in araceall therunners
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in
such a way as to get the prize.” (I
Corinthians 9:24)

Evenif it may seemasif wearerunning
in circles and that each lap is the same,
make each lap count. Learn from the
previous day so as to make a difference
for tomorrow. Run toward the prize.

Take precautions when driving in fog

Command Safety Office
Press Release

Because much of the Veneto Regionisin
avalley, driving in and around Vicenza, and
throughout the region, can be very
dangerous during the fall, winter and spring
months because of the blankets of fog that
suddenly appear.

Limited or reduced visibility is one of the
most dangerous hazards of winter driving.
Pockets of dense fog can reduce visibility
down to 50 feet or less.

You can avoid accidents by driving
according to the road and weather conditions
and by driving defensively.

Driving tips:

+ If possible, don’t drive, or move off the
road until thefog lifts.

+ Reduce your speed and don’t out-drive
your headlights. Slow down.

+ Keep your headlights on low beam or
dim, and usefog lightsif available.

+ Be alert for pedestrians, bicycles,
scooters and slow-moving vehicles.

The vehiclein this photo has its fog lights on, which not all vehicles have. If your vehicle
does not have fog lights, do not turn on your high beams, they are counterproductive.
(Photo by Diana Bahr, USAG Vicenza Public Affairs)

U.S.Army Health Clinic Vicenza
Press Release

Effective Jan. 2, the MEDEVAC bus
to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
will depart and return in front of the
commissary.

Long-term parking for those utilizing
the government bus transportation will
be permitted at the commissary, but
only through a personal request from
the patient movement coordinator, at
634-7777, 0r 0444-71-7777 from off post.

A special parking pass has been
created for MEDEVAC patientsonly.

The bus schedule remains the same:
Depart Vicenza on Mondays and
Thursdays at 7:15 a.m., return to
Vicenza on Tuesdays and Fridays at

Changes made to MEDEVAC system

approximately 9 p.m.

The MEDEVAC office now offers
updated information packets to help
during your stay in Germany.

The packet includes base maps and
information on billeting facilities, taxi
services, and more.

For details, call DakashaL eonard at
634-7777, or 0444-71-7777 from off
post. The MEDEVAC office hoursare
10 am.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Wednesday
and Fridays, from 1-4:30 p.m. on
Thursdays.

The patient movement coordinator
isavailable however, for emergencies
and by appointment outside of the
regularly scheduled hours. These
hours are subject to change without
advanced notification.




Feb. 6, 2007

THE Outlook 3

NSPS: Frequently asked pay questions, answers

Director ate of Human Resour ces
USAG Vicenza

Editor’s Note: Throughout 2007, Vicenza
and Livorno General Schedule employees
will betransitioning to the National Security
Personnel System. Supervisors of GS
employees and GS employees will be
affected by this transition, and training to
prepare for NSPS is available. This is the
second part of a three-part series on
transitioning to NSPS

Q: What types of pay increases will
employeesreceiveunder NSPS?

A: Thereare several waysemployeescan
receive a pay increase under NSPS: Rate
range adjustment; Local Market Supplement
adjustment; Performance-based increase
Promotion; Reassignment or other placement
action; and Accelerated Compensation for
Developmental Positions.

Q: What constitutes an employee’s
adjusted salary under NSPS?

A: Worldwide baserate, pluslocal market
supplement, plus performance based pay
adjustment, equals an employee’s adjusted
sdary.

One-time performance based bonuses and
cash awards are in addition to the total pay.

Q: Will we still get Within-Grade-
Increases(WGI)?

A: Under NSPS and the pay-banding
system, thereareno “ steps’ similar tothe GS

Ask AFTB

system. Instead, pay increases and/or
performance bonuses are based on your
performance.

Upon conversion to NSPS, many
employeeswill receiveasalary increase equal
to the amount they have earned towardstheir
next within gradeincrease.

After an organization has converted to
NSPS, money that would have been used for
WGlIswill becomepart of themoney available
for performance payouts.

Q: What arethecriteriafor being€ligible
toreceivetheWGI buy-in upon conver sion
to NSPS?

A: Employeesaredigiblefor theWGI buy-
inif they are below the top step (Step 10) of
their assigned grade; have an acceptable
rating of record; and are not on pay retention.

Q: How arepay bandsstructured?

A: Under the NSPS classification system,
every GSposition within the department will
be assigned to a career group, pay schedule,
and pay band. Many of the factors used to
classify positions under NSPS are the same
as those contained in the old system, such
ascomplexity and level of work.

There are four career groups: Standard
Career Group; Scientific & Engineering Career
Group; Investigative & Protective Services
Career Group; and Medical Career Group.

There are typically four pay schedules:
Professional/Analytical; Technician/support;
Supervisor/Manager; and Student.

There are typically three pay bands for

Follow proper procedures when
you hear Revellle, Retreat

Editor’'sNote: Ask AFTB isanewfeature
by the staff of Army Family Team Building
dedicated to helping those new to the Army
lifestyle learn military customs and
courtesies.

You arewalking out of the post exchange,
it's5 p.m. and suddenly you hear music over
the loudspeaker. You know it is an Army
song, but what, and what do you do?

This music is called Retreat, and it’s
partner, played at 6 am., is called Reveille.
Playing these two songs is how the Army
signifies the beginning and end of the duty
day, and isone of the great traditions of our
Army.

If youareacivilian, stand quietly and face
the flag, which islocated in front of SETAF
Headquarters by the Chapel Gate. Thisalso
means no talking on your cell phone. If you
aredrivinginyour vehicle, pull over and stop
at thefirst placeit issafeto do so, and remain
inyour vehicle until the music isfinished.

If you areaSoldier, you probably already
know what to do. Stop what you are doing
and salute the flag. If you are driving, pull
over, get out of the vehicle, face the flag and
salute if in uniform, or stand at attention if
not in uniform, until the musicisover.

For moreinformation on Army Traditions,
Customs and Courtesies, contact AFTB at
634-8526. We have fun and informative
classes on avariety of Army lifetopics.

Soldiers and civilians render the proper
courtesy during Reveille. (Photo courtesy
of SETAF Public Affairs)
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each pay schedule: Expert; Journey; and
Entry/Devel opment.

Q: What isa “raterange adjustment”
and who getsone?

A: Each pay band has a rate range -
minimum level and maximum|evel.

Each rate range can increase, decrease,
or remain the same depending on market
drivers (specific labor market, occupational
or other demands).

Rate ranges are reviewed at least once a
year, but adjustments can be made at any
time during theyear.

New raterangesfor all pay schedulesare
effective the first full pay period beginning
in January of each year.

In order to receive an increase to the
minimum rate, employees must not be at the
maximum of the pay band’s new rate range
and must have arating above unacceptable
(Leve 1).

Q: Who has the authority to make
decisionson raterangeadjustments?wWho
hastheauthority tomakedecisonsonrate
rangeadjustments?

A. The Secretary of Defense has the
authority to set and adjust rate ranges.The
Secretary of Defense has the authority to
set and adjust rate ranges.

For more information on NSPS visit the
Army’s NSPS Web site at cpol.army.mil/
library/general/nsps/, or contact Dave
Hamilton, director, VicenzaCivilian Personnel
Advisory Center, at 634-7537.

NSPS News

To register for your specific
training class, go to the Civilian
Human Resource Training
Application System Web site at
www.atrrs.army.mil/channel s/
chrtas.

Employee Training
Employee training is a one-day
classand takesplacein VicenzaFeb.
6,7,12and 15intheHall of Heroes.
In Livorno, employee training
takes place Feb. 26-28 in the Sgt.
Maj. Shield Conferenceroom.

Supervisor Training

Supervisor training is atwo-day
classand takesplacein VicenzaFeb.
20-21,27-28and March 1-2.

In Livorno, supervisor training
takesplaceMarch 1-2inthe Sgt. M4j.
Shield Conferenceroom.

NSPS Town Hall

USAREURwill be holding NSPS
Town Hall meetingsin VicenzaFeb.
13 at 10 am.-noon and 1-3 p.m. in
the Ederle Theater.

TheNSPSTown Hall meeting for
Livornowill beFeb. 14 at 1-3p.m.in
the Darby Theater.

Tax center offers free filing, advice

By Mark Christensen
Chief, Client Services
Office of the Saff Judge Advocate

TheVicenzaTax Center offersfreefiling
and advice for the community.

Taxpayersfiling asimple 2006 return can
cometo the Tax Center on awalk-in basisfor
assistance, or can drop-off documents for
preparation.

Walk-in services are available Monday
through Friday, 9a.m.- 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m.

Important Tax Information

¢ 2006 Tax returnsaredueApril 16.

+ If you are outside the U.S. April 16,
your filing deadlineis June 15.

However, if you owemoney on your taxes,
you must pay thetax by April 16, toavoid any
penalty or interest, even if you areoutside
theU.S. onthat day.

+ If you served in a Combat Zone, your
tax filing date is 180 days after you depart
the Combat Zone, or your regular filing date
(April 16 or June 15), which ever islater.

¢ Send e-mail questions to:

tax@eur.army.mil
+ Go to the Web site: www.irs.gov for
forms, publications, and moreinformation.

Complicated State and

Federal Income Tax Returns

Individuals with complicated tax issues
may drop off their tax documents any time
the Legal Assistance office is open, Monday
through Friday, 8 am. - noon and 1-5 p.m.
Complicated returns will be prepared in the
order received, and will normally be completed
within five business days.

Our telephonenumber is634-7041,0r 0444-
71-7041 from off post.

Do-lt-Yourself

Individuals with less than $52,000 of
adjusted gross income can electronically
prepare and file returns for free at the IRS
website, www.irs.gov. Click onthe2007 Free
Filelink.

Servicememberscan electronically prepare
andfile2006 returnsonlinefor freeat Military
One Source Web site, www.militaryone
sour ce.com, under the Free Tax Servicelink.
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D.A.R.E.

Sory and photos
by LauraKreder
Outlook Saff

The Drug Abuse Resistance Education
program (D.A.R.E.) wasfoundedin 1983 by
Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates and
sincethen it has developed acurriculum and
studies to approach different age groups —
from kindergarten to high school — with the
purpose of teaching them about drug
awareness.

“After acoupleof yearswithoutaD.A.R.E
officer, the D.A.R.E. program is being
reintroduced to the Caserma Ederle
community,” said Sgt. Joseph Willie, aSoldier
with the USAG Vicenza Office of the Provost
Marshal, who hasbeenaD.A.R.E. officer for
the past six months.

The first class took place at Vicenza

From left to right: Sgt. Maj. Dawn
Rippelmeyer, Office of the Provost
Marshal, ‘Darren the Lion,” and Sgt. Joseph
Willie, D.A.R.E. officer, cut a cake to kick
off the D.A.R.E. program at the Vicenza
Elementary School Annex Jan. 25.

Pvt. Daniel Phillips, a Soldier with 1st
Brigade, 503d Infantry (Airborne), sports a
tattoo on his neck. “My recruiter had to
take pictures of my tattoos and have them
checked by the recruiting commander,”
said Phillips. “They had to make sure the
tattoo on my neck wasn’t too far forward.”
(Photo by Pfc. Crystal Abbott, SETAF Public
Affairs)

By Sgt. David Hopkins
SETAF Public Affairs Office

A sharp needle pierces your flesh,
stabbing cleanly through the outer layer of
skin before penetrating into the second layer,
the dermis. The needle stops for a
millisecond, depositsadot of ink and retracts
at arate of 3,000 times per minute. You just
received the beginnings of atattoo, but that
tattoo may not be all you received.

The dermis layer of skin contains blood
vessels, nerves, hair roots and sweat glands,
and anything penetrating this layer can get
into the bloodstream and be carried through
the body.

Pathogens such as syphilis,
staphylococcus, HIV, hepatitis B and
hepatitis C are some of the things that can
travel through the body from the dermis.

“Hepatitis C is one of the biggest things

returns

Elementary School Jan. 25, followed by acake-
cutting ceremony where about 60 fifth-
graders discussed issues and asked
questions after participating in their first
|esson.

“We learned a lot about drug resistance
and what to do and not to do,” said Jeremy
Petersen, at the end of his class. “We also
learned D.A.R.E.-solving techniques.”

The 10-week program now consists of a
curriculum that teaches several new classes
important to students.

“Some of the new curriculum classes
include ‘Bullying,” ‘Inhalants,’” and ‘Role
Models,”” saidWillie.

“The curriculum also uses the D.A.R.E.
decision-making model, which puts children
in certain everyday adolescent situations and
they have to solve the problem,” he
continued. “It is a great teaching tool that
they canusenot only inD.A.R.E., butintheir
every day life.”

In addition to thefifth grade, the program
will also be addressed to sixth and seventh-
graders, who will form asubstantial group of
about 200 children inthe community.

The program is going to be a lot of fun
and exciting, according to Willie.

“We want to connect with the children on
their level, sothey will havemorefunlearning
about all the harmful drugsout there. During
theclass, | grabtheir attention just being loud,
full of energy, making them clap, stand up
and bringing my buddy, Darren the Lion. |
try to get closeto their level, talk about video
games, and play stations,” he said.

Healso underlined therole of parentsand
family as important key players in the
program. Family discussions can help
reinforcethe mainissuestaught by D.A.R.E.

“Sometimeschildren will go homeand talk
to their parents and educate them on
something they may not know about. Itisa
very big role for the parentsto participatein
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Fifth-graders raise their hands during the first class held at the Vicenza Elementary
School annex Jan. 25. During their first day, children learned about the significance of
D.A.R.E. and also how to solve problems in everyday adolescent situations. The students
participated in the event with their teachers, along with USAG Vicenza Command Sgt.
Maj. Keith Filipp and Adeal Frater, deputy director for Directorate of Emergency Services,
who spoke and took some questions from the audience.

the program and encourage their children,
just going home and talking to them about
the topics they have learned. They can also
cal meat 634-8521,” hesaid.

The community also has the opportunity
to support the program, especially when
fundraising time comesaround, said Willie.

“Teaching today has been really

Body art can come at a

we worry about people contracting from
getting tattoos,” said Mgj. James Madson,
chief of preventive medicine. “The risk of
infection is the reason the American
Association of Blood Banks requires a one-
year wait between getting a tattoo and
donating blood.”

Any illness contracted from an infected
tattoo needle can cause serious health i ssues,
but these illnesses can be avoided by taking
certain stepsto make surethetattoo parlor is
clean and the tools the artist uses are clean.

“1 don’'t know of anyone contracting an
illness from a tattoo here in Vicenza, and |
would liketo keepit that way,” said Madson.
“Alot of Soldiersthroughout theArmy goto
[tattoo parlorg] in foreign countries that are
cheap, and where there is a higher risk of
infection and illness.”

The symptoms of hepatitiswill not affect
theinfected person immediately. It will take
months for the symptoms to appear.
Symptomsof hepatitisB will appear intwoto
three months, and symptoms of hepatitis C
will appear in up to six months.

“Someone with hepatitiswill befatigued,
have aloss of apetite, yellowing of the skin
and eyes, and the urine canturn adark orange
color,” said Madson. “It can be very serious.
A person can becomedeathly sick. If you are
experiencing any of these symptoms you
should seek immediate medical attention.”

The complaint about tattoos that M adson
hears the most isn't about diseases; it's
about unhappiness with the tattoo itself.

“The biggest issue with tattoos that |
speak with people about is dissatisfaction
with the art,” said Madson. “They aren’t
happy with the way it came out or the ink
migratesand they don’t liketheway it looks.
People need to think about that before they
go to get atattoo.”

Army tattoo regulation

Tattoos are now permitted on the hands
and back of the neck if they are not
“extremist, indecent, sexist or racist.”

Army Regulation 670-1, which was
modified viaamessagereleased Jan. 25, also
now specifies: “Any tattoo or brand
anywhere on the head or face is prohibited
except for permanent make-up.”

If an individual with visible tattoos
chooses to enlist in the Army he must have
the tattoos checked through channels before
hewill beableto enlist.

“My recruiter had to take pictures of my
tattoos and have them checked by the
recruiting commander,” said Pvt. Daniel
Phillips, a Soldier with 1st Brigade, 503d
Infantry (Airborne). “They had to make sure
the tattoo on my neck wasn’t too far
forward.”

Phillips, who has tattoos on his neck and
hand, also had his tattoos checked to make
surethey were not offensive and then hewas
able to ship out to basic training.

“Many peopleenjoy covering their bodies
with tattoos,” said Madson, “but they need
to think about all the risks before getting
one.”

rewarding,” Willie highlighted. “ Thechildren
will learn so much from thisprogram and walk
away with avast amount of knowledge they
didn’t have before.

“Right now, they [children] don’t know
methat well; it will take awhileto get used to
me. But they will learn how to trust meand |
hope to become one of their friends.”

grave price

needs to take the responsibility of making
sure the guidelines are being met and for
taking care of the new tattoo.

+ Only get tattoos from licensed tattoo
artists.

+ Check that the tattooi st uses disposable
needles or uses an antiseptic solution, such
as acohol, to soak and sterilize the needle
between clients. Bewarned that someneedles
arevery difficult to sterilize due to design.

+ New ink bottles should be used for each
new client.

+ The person who receives a tattoo must
be sureto care for the tattooed area properly
during thefirst week or so after the pigments
are injected so it does not become infected.

+ Another concern is the increasing
variety of pigments and diluents being used
intattooing —morethan 50 different pigments
and shades, and the list continues to grow.

Although anumber of color additivesare
approved for use in cosmetics, none is
approved for injection into the skin.

Many pigments used in tattoo inks are
not approved for skin contact at all. Someare
industrial grade colors that are suitable for
printers’ ink or automobile paint.

Tips for asafe

tattoo

To ensure a safe tattoo
make sure you ask the tattoo
artist some questions prior to
scheduling. Thiscould bethe
difference between
contracting a disease or not.

Reputable tattoo artists
follow cleanliness guidelines
to ensure your safety and
their reputation, but the
individual seeking the tattoo

e

Colorful tattoos adorn the arms of this brigade Soldier.
(Outlook file photo)
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Caserma Ederle event kicks off
African American History month

Sory and photosby DianaBahr
USAG Vicenza Public Affairs Office

The larger-than-usual crowd gathered in the
Vicenza food court Friday wasn't just there for
lunch, but to pay tributeto the thousands of African
Americans who have helped shape our great
nation.

February is African American History month
and Caserma Ederle kicked off amonth of events
with ashort speech by Capt. Gerald Vaughn, USAG
Vicenza, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
commander.

“Throughout history, African Americans have
courageously worn our nation’s uniform while
defending peace and liberty around the globe,”
said Vaughn. “The United States military was a
pioneer organization that led the way for the rest
of our nation with reforms and acceptance of racia
diversity. Our military history isfilled withexamples
of African American Soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
Marineswho haveled theway from the Civil War
totoday’s Global War on Terrorism.”

Vaughn ended his short speech with a quote
fromformer secretary of state and chairman of the

Above: A little boy enjoys a piece of cake as Caserma Ederle kicks off
celebrations to honor the contributions of African Americans during African
American History month Friday in the post exchange food court.

joint chiefsof staff, Gen. Colin Powell, who said, “I
am a direct descendant of those Buffalo Soldiers
and the Tuskegee airmen and all the black men

and women who have served the nation in uniform.
I will never forget my debt to them.” This month
should be areminder to al of usin uniform and our
families of the proud and rich heritage of African
Americans,” concluded Vaughn.

Vaughn was then joined by Master Sgt. Tamika
Anderson, SETAF Equal Opportunity advisor, who
helped him cut acaketo celebrate African American
History month.

The big event for African American History
monthisscheduledfor Feb. 22 at 1 p.m. inthe Ederle
Thester.

Command Sgt. Mgj. James Diggs, European
Regional Medical Command will be the guest
speaker and the Vicenza Gospel Choir will perform.

For details on these events, contact Master Sgt.
Tamika Anderson, SETAF Equal Opportunity
advisor at 634-7093.

Other African American History month events
on post include:

Story Time at the post Library Tuesday, 11:15
lam. and Thursday at 3:30 p.m., and Thursday at
11:15am. at the Villaggio Youth Center.

Featured books include: John Henry by Julius
Lester.

Rapa Tap Tap: Here's Bojangles-Think of That!
By Leoand DianeDillon.

Learning About Bravery fromthe Life of Harriet
Tubman by Kiki Mosher.

The South of theAlpsDining

Facility will serve up aspecialty
lunch to coincide with the Feb.
22 celebration held at the Ederle
Theater featuring mouth
watering disheslikefried catfish,
barbecue ribs, baked and fried
chicken, barbecue pig and pork
hocks.

Feb. 25theDFACwill servea
specia brunchfrom9am.-1p.m.
of shrimp gumbo, steamship
round of beef, crablegs, lobster,

ribsand fried chicken.

m Tom e S Friday.

Far left: Master Sgt. Tamika Anderson (left), SETAF Equal Opportunity advisor,
and Capt. Gerald Vaughn, USAG Vicenza Headquarters and Headquarters
Company commander, cut acake in the post exchange to officially kick off
African American History month Friday.

Above: Capt. Gerald Vaughn, USAG Vicenza Headquarters and Headquarters
Company commander, speaks to the crowd gathered in the post exchange
- food court to celebrate the kick off of African American History month

Students learn surviving, thriving in the Army

Soryand photosby Kelly Thomas
Senior instructor
Army Family Team Building

Seven CasermaEderlewomen learned what it takes
to survive and thrive in the Army, thanks to a class
offered by Army Family Team Building Jan. 10-11.

Congratulationsto Lucie Garner, MelissaGonzal ez,
Patti Johnson, Teresa Masso, Jennifer Rodriguez,
Amanda Rux and Genalyn Wichern for completing
AFTB Level 1,“ Surviving and Thriving inthe Army.”

AFTB offers courses designed to help families
develop the skillsthey need to thriveintoday’ sArmy.

Level 1isgeared for those new to the military and
teaches participants items such as military acronyms
and terms, military customs, chain of command and
basic military benefits and entitlements.

AFTB programs don't just help families succeed

Above: The Army Family Team Building Volunteer Program manager withinthe military life—they also offer workshopson
speaks to the participants of AFTB Level | training held Jan. 10-11.
Below: Rooms leads the group in adiscussion.

basic problem solving, expectations, family financial
readiness, supporting their child’s education, and
helping families succeed in or outside of the Army
environment.

Thenext challengefor theseladies (and anyoneelse
who isinterested) are the Level 11 classes offered Feb.
20-22 from 8:30 am.-2:30 p.m. or Feb. 28-March 1, 6-9
p.m.

Thedaytime class offersfree childcare, but childcare
spacesarelimited and participantsneed to register early.

AFTB Level Il training, “We'rein the Army Now,”
expandson AFTB Level | training, but Level | isnot a
prerequisite for this course.

Emerging leaders, or anyone interested in building
their personal, management and communication skills,
aswell asincreasing their knowledge about Army life,
are encouraged to attend this training.

Promotion pointsare also availablefor taking AFTB
classes. For details about AFTB, or to register for a
class, call 634-8526/7500, e-mail
aftb.vicenza@setaf.army.mil, or

stop by Davis Family Readiness
Center, bldg 108.

Online courses are available
through www.myar mylifetoo.com,
clickonAFTB training link.

At left are the most recent
graduates of the Army Family
Team Building Level | class
taught Jan. 10-11.
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Out&About

Markets and

exhibitions

Vicenza smonthly antique market
is Feb. 10 in the main squares
downtown from sunup to sundown.

Camisano’s weekly Sunday
marketisfrom8am.-1p.m.

Pozzoleone: The259th annud St.
Vaentine smarket startsFeb. 10 and
markets for all tastes can be
enjoyed.

Feb. 11 an antique market takes
placeandisopen 8:30 am.- 6 p.m.

Feb. 11, 17, 18: An outdoor
exhibition-market displaying the
latest agricultural machinery, farm
animals, alongsideamarket with 300
stalls selling clothing articles and
bric-a-bracisopen8:30am.—6p.m.
on each date.

North of the parish church are
art and photo exhibits, furniture,
sports equipment and other markets
open Feb. 10and 16 from 8:30-11:30
p.m.and Feb. 11,17 and 18 from 8:30
am.-11:30p.m.

There will aso be a small fair
ground with rides, music groups
who will play inthe evening at 8:30
p.m. and food stands. Asthetown
of Pozzoleone is small expect
crowds in the area and parking
problems.

Vicenza: ‘SpazioCasa,” a
furniture exhibition, is Feb. 10-18
and more than 350 exhibitors
present a wide range of furniture,
furnishing accessories, lighting,
rugs and curtains.

There is also an area dedicated
to the future wedding couple, which
will include clothing, wedding
accessories and other items that is
open weekends, 9:30 am.-8 p.m.;
Monday, Tuesday 3:30-8 p.m., other
days3:30-10 p.m.

Entrance fee is 8 euro. The
groundsarelocated near theVicenza
ovest autostrada exit;

Padova: ‘E’ Sposi’ isawedding
exhibition taking place Feb. 9-11 at
the exhibition grounds.

Classified Ads

Editor’sNote: CasermaEderle
community membersmay placefree
classified ads (not personal or
per sonal servicesads) ontheMWR
Web site: www.vicenzamwr.cony
marketplace.

Every Tuesday at noon, MWR
sends the ads to The Outlook for
the next publication.

TheOutlook and Dir ector ate of
MWR arenot responsiblefor any
errorsin theadvertisement.

Photos accompanying the
advertisement will not appear in The
Outlook. Because The Outlook has
limited space available, editing of
the classified ad may take place.

The Outlook does not take
classifieds; sellersmust placeads
0N WWW.Vi cenzamwr.com.

For details on an item you see
listed here, visitthe MWR Web site:
www.vicenzamwr.com/mar ket
place.

Find everything
for the wedding
couple, from clothes to flowersto
hairdressers to makeup.

Open Feb. 9 and 11: 10 am.-8
p.m. Feb. 10: 10 am.-10 p.m,;
entrancefeeis 8 euro.

Verona: Luxury & Yachts show
in the exhibition grounds Feb.10-
18, open Monday-Friday, 3-8 p.m.
Weekendsfrom 10 am.-8 p.m.

Expect an entrancefee.

Milan: ‘Miniaturitalia’ This
3rd-time Italian exhibition of doll
housesand miniaturesisheldinthe
Michelangelo Hotel, located onthe
left sde of Milan’s Central Railway
station Feb. 10-11.

Dealers come from Belgium,
England, Germany, Spain. An
American exhibitor with a large
variety of miniatureteddy bearswill
also be on site.

For details on deders, times,
tickets and location visit the Web
site: www.miniaturitalia.it

African Museum

A visittothe Museo Africanoin
Verona offers the visitor a unique
picture of the African continent.
Just recently it has added to its
collection, an African art show
open until May 6.

Located along Vicolo Pozzo it
is open Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m.-
noon; Sunday 3-6 p.m., closed
Mondays. Thereisasmall entrance
fee.

Carnival time

Malo: Carnevale parades are
held Feb. 11, 18 and 20. Mdo is17
kmfromVicenza

Entrance fees. adults, 5 euro;
children under 13 free.

Venice: Feb. 9-20—Venicemarks
it's official opening Feb. 11 in St.
Mark’s Square with the *Flight of
the Angel,” a noon.

Casale di Scodosia: The 59th
edition of this town's festivities
takesplace Feb. 11 and 18, with the

Liguid Cooled gaming
computer: Intel, Core 2 Duo
processor. 1,500 Euro, OBO.

2006 YamahaR1: Likenew.

Yorkie puppy wanted: Female
preferred.

12inch TV: $30.

Chain emer gency ladder: $20.

98 Nissan Almera: $2,000,
OBO.

Snow chain tires: Excellent
condition-never used, $59.

CoffeeTable: 42" square/107 cm.
$125.

Electric heater: Excellent
condition. $25.

Delonghi Espresso machine: 2
cup, $39.

Double stainless kitchen sink
onwhitecabinet: W 100 cm $45.

Overhead whitemetal cabinets
w dish rack: 90cm, $20.

By Dorothy Spagnuolo

float parade and antique cars at 2
p.m., led by aband and majorettes.
A market and make-up tent are a
alsoavailable.

Casaledi Scodosiaislocated 30
miles southwest from Vicenza.

Folk music

Thetown of Vo' presentsits 12th
edition folk music concert, Vo on
the Folks 2007.

Feb. 10: The first concert
features Tony Mac Manus from
Scotland,;

Feb. 24: Listen to the Motion
Triofrom Poland,;

March 10: Alan Kelly from
Ireland performs;

March 24: It's the turn of
Beltuner from France.

The concerts are held in the
Community Hall of thetownwitha
start timeof 9 p.m., theentrancefee
is11 euro.

Vo' islocated 19 miles southeast
from Vicenza

Padova ballet

A ballet oniceisset for Feb. 16
intheVerdi Theatrein Padovaat 5
p.m. Il lagodei cigni, (Swan Lake),
aballetintwo actswill be performed
by the State Theatre of Ballet on
Icefrom St. Petersburg.

Tickets cost 6 euro and are
available from any branch of the
bank Cassa di Risparmio di
Padova and Cassa di Risparmio di
Rovigo.

Up and down bridges

Get your sneakers ready for the
Venice marathon, ‘Su e zo per |
ponti,” a non-competitive run held
April 15.

Runners follow a route
characteristic of the city, which
leads them through calli, campi,
and ponti (streets, squares and
bridges).

Runners receive a
commemorative medal upon
completing the event.

Sharp fax (telephone/copy)
machine: Excellent condition, $75.

2003 5301 BMW: Great
condition. $29,000, OBO.

AFN Decoder: Looking to buy
an additional decoder.

Transformer: 300 watts

Small puppy wanted: Lookingfor
chihuahua-type breed, prefer a
femae.

RosettaSoneltalian Level 1+2:
Used. $200.

1992 BMW 320i: Reliable, but
needs somework. $4,000.

BMW 735i Sedan: Silver, 4-
door sedan. $2,700.

Army PT Shirts: 3long sleeve,
and 3 short sleeve, Med. Great
shape. $20.

Engagement ring: 1/4 karat
diamond. 14k white gold. $500.

JVC 29" Flat Screen TV: Less

Now Showing ==

Caserma Ederle Theater

Feb. 6 CLOSED
Feb.7 Catch and Release (PG13) 7 p.m.
Feb. 8 Let's Go to Prison (R) 7 p.m.
Feb.9 The Messengers (PG13) (First Run) 7 p.m.
Man of the Year (PG13) 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 10 Unaccompanied Minors (PG) 4 p.m.
Deja Vu (PG13) 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 Unaccompanied Minors (PG) 4 p.m.
The Messengers PG13) 7 p.m.
Feb. 12 CLOSED
Feb. 13 CLOSED
Camp Darby Theater
Feb.8 The Pursuit of Happyness (PG13) 6 p.m.
Feb.9 Unaccompanied Minors (PG) 6 p.m.
Feb. 10 Turistas (R) 6 p.m.
Feb. 11 The Holiday (PG13) 2 p.m.

Movie Synopsis

CATCH AND REL EASE - Jennifer Garner, Timothy Olyphant.
After the sudden death of her fiancé, Gray Wheeler finds comfort
in the company of hisfriends: lighthearted and comic Sam, hyper-
responsible Dennis, and, oddly enough, his old childhood buddy
Fritz, an irresponsible playboy whom she’ d previously pegged as
one of the least reliable people in the world. As secrets about her
supposedly perfect fiancé emerge, Gray comesto see new sides of
the man she thought she knew, and at the same time, finds herself
drawn to the last man she ever expected to fall for.

LET’'SGO TO PRISON - Dax Shepard, W Arnett. Felon John
Lyshitski has figured out the best way to get revenge on the now-
dead judge who sent himto jail: watch the official’ s obnoxious son,
Nelson Biederman 1V, survive the clink. John strikes gold when
Nelsoniswrongly convicted of acrime and sent to the pen he used
to call home. He gleefully gets sent back to become Nelson’s
cellmate and to ensure that his new buddy getsthe“full treatment.”

THE MESSENGERS - Kristen Sewart, Dylan McDermott. A
family movesinto arun-down sunflower farm. Asthe farm begins
to revive after years of disrepair, the family begins to notice
uncomfortable and alarming changesin their father’s behavior.

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS - WImer Valderrama, Dyllan
Christopher. A blizzard shuts down the airport on Christmas Eve,
astwo “Unaccompanied Minors’ are on their way to their father’s
house. Spencer and hissister, Katherine, are ushered totheairport’s
Unaccompanied Minorsroom. With the airport’s peevish passenger
relations manager, his assistant and airport security guards hot on
their trails, these UMslearn to ditch their differencesand help each
other flee the clutches of airport authority.

TURISTAS- Josh Duhamel, Melissa George. A group of young
backpackers’ vacation turns sour when abus accident leaves them
marooned in aremote Brazilian junglethat holdsan ominous secret.

Admission: Adults age 12 and over $4, children $2.
The Ederle Theatre box office opens one hour prior to show time.

than ayear old. $250 OBO.

Viewsonic DLP 2000 Lumen
projector w/Elite screen: Never
used. $799.

1991 M er cedes 300 CE, AWD:
Gray, excellent condition. $5,000,
OBO.

1998 Lancia: Loaded ,good
condition $3,000, OBO.

1999 Chrysler 300: Excellent
condition, 5,000 euro.

Gracostroller: Good condition,
$50.

Girls20" bike: Likenew. $25.

110v car buffer: $8.

Men’s white PBA bowling
shoes: Likenew bowling shoes, size
9.5,$3.

Siemenscell phone: $5.

Paintball gun setswith masks:
$10.

Hosered: New. $5.

2000 Ford Explorer XLS:
Good condition, $6,500.

1999 K awasawki Vulcan 1500:
Good condition.

Pet sitter wanted: Feb. 16-19
and March 2-4.

2001Ford Escape: Green, 56K
miles $3,000.

Robosapien V2 Robot: $140.

Car wanted: Reliable
automatic.

'97 Audi Quattro: S6 plus,
$11,000.

110w microwave: Good
condition, $30.

Diamond ring: Y% carat, yellow
gold, $800.
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s the saying goes, “ A Carnevale
ogni scherzo vale.” AN

When it’'s carnival time,
anything goes. Anything that is,
including masks.

Masks were and are an
absolutely necessary accessory in
thetraditional Venetian carnival,
whichisconsidered thedarnival
par excellence, maybe because
the Carnival of Venice dates
back to 1094, and later on in
1296, a document from the
Venetian Senate declared that
Mardi Gras, the last day before
Ash Wednesday, was a holiday.

In the old times, Venetians
used to put on a mask between
October and June (with some breaks
and also during important holidays).

Nowadays, carnival is shorter than
during the 17th century, but people from
al over Europe still wear costumes, go to
parades to meet other people, dance and celebrate
those 10 days prior to Lent.

During this time, not only Venice but many towns and
citiesthroughout the peninsulaplan several events, including
floats parades and other related events, such as costume
contests and masked balls in the main squares, concerts,
dances, public parties and theatre happenings especially in
the Shrovetide carnivals.

Among citieswith long traditions, some are renowned for
their distinguished Carri Mascherati, carnival floats, such
as the ones held in Miareggio, in Tuscany, located on the
Tyrrhenian coast about 25 km. from Pisa.

The 2007 carnival held in Viareggiois celebrated “in the
name of peace, love and solidarity.”

Hugefloats, of which the biggest ones can reach 20 meters
in height, 14 meters in length and about 40 tons in weight,

.

Krelgllr

N

a work of art to which the local artisans

dedicate thewholeyear between carnivals.
All the floats and puppets that

participate in the carnival parades,

both here in Viareggio, or in other
locations across the country,

satirize public and political figures,
socia current issues and movie
and television stars.

Dates for Viareggio and its
134th celebrationare Feb. 11, 18,
20and 25.

Visitors need to purchase a
ticket, which costs 13 Euro for
adults, 9 Euro for children ages
11-12 years, but is free for

children up to 10 yearsold.

For more information check
the Web site - also in English -
www.viareggio.ilcarnevale.com.

Some other locations—inthe Vicenza
area — also schedulefloat parades. One of
them, inatown about 10 milesfrom Vicenza,
isMalo, which cel ebratesits 83rd edition thisyear.

InMalo, thefirst preparation for carnival celebrationswas
discussed in 1868 when the Veneto region wasliberated from
Austriaand the newly formed City Hall Committee published
adocument about the carnival program.

But only in 1924, though, appeared thefirst official parade
with the participation and acontest of the participating floats.

Malo held itsfirst 2007 parade Sunday but another three
are parades are set for Feb. 11, 18 and 20.

Theentrancefeeis5 euro for adults, children under 13 are
free. Thefeeasoincludesadrink, either hot chocolate or vin
brule', ahaot spicy wine.

Also, Bassano del Grappa, about 35 km east of Vicenza,
schedules carnival parades and costume contests. This year,
the paradeisheld twice, Feb. 17 at 9 p.m. and Feb. 18 inthe
afternoon.

Left and center: People wearing colorful masks throw
confetti from floats during last year’'s Mardi Gras parade
held in Malo. Malo is a small town about 20 km from
Vicenza, which schedules several parades during
Carnival. This year they take place Feb. 11, 18 and on Fat
Tuesday, Feb. 20.

Left: One of
the elaborate
costumes
which may be
seen during
the events
planned near
St. Mark’s
Square in
Venice. This
woman is
dressed all in
white with a
unique
headdress
featuring
pearls.
Below:

A masked
group
introduces
the floats in
the 2006
Bassano
Carnival
parade.

Right: A
participant in last
year’s Carnival
poses for a
picture wearing a
costume of a
Crusader.
Wearing masks
was popularin
Venicein the
1700s. Venetians
used to puton a
Bauta (mask)
between October
and June. It was
ideal to remain
anonymous.

will carry about 200 peoplein costumeswho dance and throw
confetti to the crowd from their float. This carnival was
created in 1873, and it is still
characterized by
alegorical floats

Inthe nocturnal version, the parade takes place
in Viale Parolini, along avenue not far from the
sguares, and abig party followsin the main square,
Piazza Garibaldi.

The next day in the afternoon the pageant will

Children look at
the crowd from

their float as in  papier- begin in the same area, but will continue
part of the 2006 maché, progressively through the squares and narrow
procession.

streets in downtown.

In Garibaldi squareyou’ll alsofind “1l1 Magico
mondo dellegiostre”, the amusement park’smagic
world dedicated to children, with ahuge slide and

asmall train for thelittle ones.

Last but certainly not least, visiting Veniceis
asoalifetimeexperience.

Every year, adifferent theme characterizesthe
carnival. Thisyear thecity inthelagoon honors
the tricentenary of the birth of one of its most
famous natives: Carlo Goldoni, a writer and
playwright who brought some modern elements
into the 1700stheatrical comedy.

In some of his comedies, Goldoni described
some of the characters, such as Harlequin and
Colombina, who are still popular Venetian
masks. Anarticlehewrotein hismemoirsinspired
this year’s events.

Venice's carnival celebrations begin Feb. 9, but the official
opening takes place in St. Mark’s Square with the ‘Flight of
the Angel’ Feb. 11 at noon.

The Flight of the Angel is a traditional event that became
popular in the mid-1500s, when a Turkish acrobat walked on
arope from aboat up to the top of the Bell Tower.

Beginning Feb. 9 at 3 p.m. a Grand Historical pageant will
depart from S. Pietro di Castello Church in the direction of St.
Mark’s Square. The eventis historical and itis called Marie’s
Parade.

But carnivale is not only in St. Mark’s Square. Children will
find “Enchanted Wood” in Campo San Polo, one of the biggest
squares of Venice after St. Mark, Cannaregio — a Venetian
district — will host music, while the closing grand fireworks
end the events on Fat Tuesday at 11 p.m. on the Bacino di San
Marco - St. Mark’s waterfront.

For information about the 2007 Venice Carnival visit the Web
site www.carnivalofvenice.com.

Vicenza's Information, Tours and Registration has a trip to
Venice by bus Feb. 17. It leaves at 8 a.m., returns by 7 p.m.
Cost for adults is $34; children ages 3-12 pay $25, no charge
for under age 3. Fee includes transportation and escort
assistance. Highly recommended for families with children:
baby backpacks, as the streets will be crowded and Venice
is not stroller-friendly. For details call ITR at 634-7094.



