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Each issue, we’re going to attempt to test your military knowledge by 
showing a photo that depicts an Afghan or regional leader and if you are 
the first contestant to offer the correct name and title, you win! 
This issue’s question:  

Who is the gentlemen in the photo on the left? 
The first person to e-mail us with the correct answer wins!  So, waste no 
time, warriors. Get your response in as soon as possible.  We will  be do-
ing a personality feature article on the winning Soldier in The Tien Bien 
Times each month, based on whoever provides the first correct answer 
via e-mail.  No phone calls accepted for this contest.  So, if you want 
spontaneous publicity this is your ticket!   

Send your responses to:  bruce.cobbeldick@us.army.mil 

This month’s military question … 

…  Any ideas who Major Yandura is speaking with in this photo? 

     It begins when we, as young recruits or candidates, head off for initial training. Our families’ care, concern, wor-
ries, prayers and support start day one. Within our very first year, missed holidays present themselves, foreshad-
owing things to come.  Our spouses, mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children and grandparents provide that 
rock and continuity that gives us peace of mind, grounding us in what is truly important, as we experience amazing 
things, travel to destinations around the world (or at least far from home), and dedicate ourselves to the mission. 
When the time comes for another goodbye or farewell hug, a new deployment or exercise can weigh us down — 
service members and loved ones alike.  In today’s Global War On Terror landscape, hazardous duty can be espe-
cially harrowing.   

     The military life is not for the faint of heart. There is an uncompromising demand on military families that carries 
with it a degree of uncertainty, and those close to us feel the recoil of our absence morning, noon and night. 
Whether it is the tedious errands or household headaches that an absent warrior soon leaves behind, the reality is 
our lives in the military do not move forward without the selfless support of our families. Missed get-togethers and 
huge chunks of children's memories that escape us are tempered by our families’ loyalty, pride and commitment to 
the Armed Forces.  It is only when that blue star in the window comes down that our loved ones breathe a sigh of 
relief and enjoy the “completeness” felt when their loved ones’ dirty duffle bags are plopped down on the porch 
steps and the door swings open. Our tours of duty are their tours of duty, too.  

Family Members Share the Hardships of Deployments 
Editorial by Army SSG Bruce Cobbeldick, 173rd PAO 
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.. . . Thanks to Noncommissioned Officer Who Encourages His Staff 
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FOB Shank, Afghanistan -- It has been said that the more 
things change, the more things stay the same.  Though the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team is in Afghanistan, far from their 
home station of Vicenza, Italy, the brigade’s day-to-day business 
must continue uninterrupted.  In the 173rd’s legal office, Staff 
Sgt. Martin Diaz De Leon Jr., a native of Rockport, Texas, is the 
Noncommissioned Officer In Charge and he ensures his team 
doesn’t miss a beat.   

     His presence is much bigger than he is.  In the small office 
that houses the 173rd’s legal team at Forward Operating Base 
Shank, Afghanistan, it is Diaz De Leon’s persona that fills the 
room.  From the Texas sports team flags that adorn the office, 
to his commanding voice that echoes through the wooden walls.  
Though it may be a team of paralegals who keep the office run-
ning smoothly, you can feel the influence of Diaz De Leon from 
the second you walk in.  
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NCO Builds Cohesive Team 
     Although he has spent more than eight years as a 
paralegal in the Army, Diaz De Leon didn’t always 
have a legal career in mind. His initial thoughts were to 
enlist as an infantryman.   

     “Honestly, because my recruiter told me not to go 
infantry, I defaulted to what I knew.  My dad was a 
judge for 12 or 13 years.  But I also knew I wanted to 
jump out of airplanes. So, I said I wanted something in 
law and to jump out of airplanes.”   

     However, he soon found out that being a paralegal 
specialist in the Army wasn’t as easy as signing on the 
dotted line.  

     “When I was starting out, everyone thought I was 
with CID (Criminal Investigation Division), so I didn’t 
have friends for a long time,” Diaz De Leon joked. 

      Eight years have passed and now, as the senior-
ranking, enlisted Soldier in the legal office, he lends his 
knowledge to the brigade’s Command Judge Advocate 
and tries to make sure his troopers are getting the leader-
ship they deserve.   

     “My goal for every one of them is to be better than I 
am,” he said.  “I push them in ways I wasn’t pushed.” 

     This fireplug of an NCO has his own unique leader-
ship style and when you see his Soldiers interact in the 
office, you can tell that it works. “We have a pretty cohe-
sive unit, we work well together,” he said. 

     In addition to building office cohesion, Diaz De Leon 
also ensures the educational development of his Soldiers. 

     “It’s highly encouraged for them to be enrolled in col-
lege,” he said. “It keeps their minds working.” 

     “We have a very routine job, a lot of the same things 
over and over,” he continued.  “The college and corre-
spondence courses keep their minds thinking and learning 
new things, so they do not become stagnant in our 
MOS.” 

     Eight years after signing that dotted line, Diaz De 
Leon has become a leader, a motivator and a good exam-
ple for Soldiers.   
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173rd’s Stability Operations Team Paves the 
Way For Bringing Afghans to Their Government 
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     FOB Shank—- The 173rd Airborne Brigade Com-
bat Team’s Stability Operations section hosted a con-
ference at Forward Operating Base (FOB) Shank, on 
Jan. 22, to establish unity of effort within AO Bayonet 
to promote stability and increase understanding be-
tween military, civilian personnel and Afghan counter-
parts. 

      The Stability Operations team was encouraged, be-

cause in the past, a lot of coaching was required�

�ccording to Army Chief Warrant Officer Christopher 
Storms, a senior leader within the section, “we are now 
seeing some shuras, councils and committees taking the 
lead without coaxing. 
     Helping former fighters reintegrate and get short-
term employment leveraging the Cash For Work Pro-
grams, and later on, offering Trade School training for 
more long-term solutions is being discussed presently, 
according to Storms. 

     “This is all about bringing the people to their gov-
ernment and projects are just a means to that end,” he 
said. 

      “The conference gave the TF Bayonet Commander, 
Col. Jim Johnson, an opportunity to present his 
vision and campaign plans to our growing civilian 
staff,” according to Storms. 

     For the personnel who attended the Civilian/

Military Conference, the event gave �����	���
�� a bet-
ter understanding of the Area of Operation (AO) and 
what is required for unity of effort, better information 
sharing and an end state that sees better understanding 
and cooperation between all parties, so the people can 
lobby their government for the support they need. 
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�(Photo by 
Army Pfc. Michael  Sword, TF Bayonet Public Affairs Office) 

The Army recently selected the follow-

ing Sky Soldiers for Master Sgt.  

Please congratulate them! 
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T H E  T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  S T A F F  A S K S …  
What is your favorite part of  the deployment so far? 

SSgt. First Class John Mathes, PMO Celll 
NCOIC, 173rd ABCT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spc. Franklin Miller, Paralegal Specialist, 
HHC, 173rd ABCT 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Working with Staff Sgt. Diaz De Leon.” 

 

Pfc. George Davis, Human Resources 
and Information Systems Management 

Specialist, HHC, 173rd ABCT 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Being able to take college classes, 
while doing my job here.” 

Army Chaplain Capt. Dustin Rodriguez, 
Chaplain, STB, 173rd ABCT 
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Overall, working with good people 
and discovering I made the master 

sergeant list. 
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“The way the Soldiers of the 173rd 
work together.  They’re focused. 

They take hardships in stride.” 



Riggers ‘Will Be Sure Always’ 
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FOB Shank Afghanistan —                      

     Parachute riggers deployed 
with the 173rd HHC Brigade Sup-
port Battalion Rigger Platoon 
have found a new calling here at 
FOB Shank. Taking the responsi-
bility of manning the Entry Con-
trol Point (ECP), the riggers are 
using the tools accumulated from 
prepping countless parachutists in 
an entirely new fashion. 

     “The riggers are support out 
here for the brigade, so the mis-
sions can go smoothly and they 
can perform additional missions. 
For us to be out here and pull 
this guard duty at the ECP helps 
our brigade complete more mis-
sions and make better progress,” 
said Specialist Ryan N. McDon-
ald, a parachute rigger from Fort 
Myers, FL. 

     Riggers like McDonald are 
already accustomed to the stress 
associated with working at an 
entry control point. 

      “I wanted to be airborne, and 
the quickest way to go is to be a 
rigger. I like being out on the air-
fields, I like jumping, and it’s a 
job that you only get one chance 
at. Something can’t go wrong in 
our job, and I like that. It’s a 
pretty detailed job. When you do 
it and everything goes well it feels 
good. All the rest of the time it’s 
very stressful,” said McDonald. 

     Private First Class Michael A. 
Alarcon, a rigger from Los Ange-
les, shares the same sentiment. 

     “Act as a professional, just like 
when you’re packing a parachute.  

     “You have to be a profes-
sional at it; there are no mis-
takes. It’s the same thing out 
here, be a professional and know 
that anything bad can happen if 
you make a mistake, so you need 
to be on point, make no mistakes 
and be perfect at all times,” said 
Alarcon 

     This professionalism stems 
from the daily inspections Alar-
con and others execute in garri-
son. 

     “Out here, if something does-
n’t look how it should look, 
don’t just let it go. Make sure you 
investigate it, make sure everyone 
has their badges and you look at 
every compartment of a vehicle.”     

     “Anything could be hidden 
anywhere, so attention to detail is 
also very important in both rig-
ging parachutes and out here at 
the ECP.” 

 

     “I take a lot of pride in what I 
do out here…we are the first line 
of defense; if we do get attacked, 
we are the first people that are de-
fending the FOB.  I do feel very 
fulfilled and very proud that I do 
that,” said Alarcon. 

     Others agreed. 

     “It’s pretty fulfilling knowing 
that we’re keeping the FOB safe, 
keeping all the soldiers safe, search-
ing the trucks and making sure no 
contraband or weapons are getting 
onto the fob,” said Private Josh C. 
Lindsey, a rigger from Lake City, 
FL. 

     "We’re out here doing it for not 
only ourselves, but for everyone 
else in the country,” said Alarcon. 

 

Story and photos by Army Spec. 
Daniel D. Haun, 300th Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment 
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‘‘Knowledge Battlefield’ Serious Business for NCOs 
Page 1� 

Editorial by Army Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick, TF Bayonet Public Affairs Office 

      

     We routinely hear about how our society has become a nation that hinges on a “knowledge 
economy,” where education and training has replaced the dated “manufacturing economy.” 
However, if  we compare DoD’s build-up of  Cold War era hardware to today’s need to bolster 
our human assets, we gain an appreciation of  people versus things.   

     The 1980s saw a huge build-up in ships, weapons systems and gear — all required to win 
the Cold War. But in this new technical world, there is now an operational  necessity to recog-
nize and train for the “knowledge battlefield.” And, this new battlefield calls for a more edu-
cated, technologically-savvy NCO corps. No other time in history has made what you know 
more important than who you know.   

     Solutions and successful outcomes are more readily apparent to those with the right training 
and knowledge. The fact is missions can fail or suffer setbacks more easily when NCOs lack 
military occupational skills.  More than ever, being technically competent contributes to surviv-
ability. 

     Clearly, the Armed Forces has seen a pronounced rise in the educational achievements of  

its NCO ranks; the array of  MOS online courses is impressive.  �
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      Even 30 years ago, the military was making the connection between education and military 
proficiency, as well as their relationship to career progression. Frankly, MOS training is equally 
if  not more important than civilian education.  

     We’re at war and everything has become highly technical. That’s why the “knowledge battle-
field” is serious business. You might say, “what you don’t know will hurt you.” The Cold War 
was about increasing capital assets. Unlike the past build-up of  hardware, today’s military land-
scape hinges on human capital being paramount in the Global War On Terror environment. 



Mechanics Motor Along at FOB ShankMechanics Motor Along at FOB Shank  
Page 1� T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

FOB Shank, Afghanistan—   Soldiers from the Maintenance 
Platoon 173rd Special Troops Battalion, adapt to the new mainte-
nance challenges the Army’s relatively new Mine Resistant Am-
bush Protectant (MRAP) vehicles present. Deployed to Forward 
Operating Base Shank in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
these troops work to maintain the mission-essential vehicles highly 
resistant to improvised explosive devices. 
     “Quality Assurance and Quality Control (QA-QC) is what we 
conduct on a day to day basis on each vehicle,” said Sergeant 
First Class Sara J. George, Maintenance Platoon supervisor from 
New Brighton, PA. “This is to protect the Soldier who is actually 
going to be on the road on a daily basis.”   
     “If the truck is not mission capable, it’s not safe to go outside 
the wire. What we strive to do is make sure everything is correct,” 
said Private First Class Shannon L. Reid, an all wheel vehicle
mechanic from Augusta, GA. 
      Part of the challenge includes working on vehicles in deployed 
environment, a far cry from working in a garrison environment. “It’s 
a much bigger responsibility, you take a lot more to heart,” said 
George. He says it’s a good feeling to carry this responsibility. 
     “It is good to know that what we do as the maintenance platoon 
and maintenance section keeps our soldiers safe and keeps our 
brothers and sisters going,” said George. 
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“If  you 
don’t have a 

challenge you’re 
really not doing 

anything,”  

                
— Army Pfc.               

Shannon L. Reid 
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     The advent of new vehicle systems presents new chal-
lenges to George and her platoon. The size alone of many 
parts of the MRAP can create difficulties. 
     “All the parts are bigger and heavier with more armor,” said 
Reid. 
     “It’s obviously a much bigger piece of equipment to deal 
with, but my guys are all over it,” said George. It’s a challenge 
for them, but they’re excited about it because they’re into main-
tenance; they like the field and they don’t mind the job.“We 
learn something new every time we get an MRAP in,” said 
Reid. 
 

      

Sky Soldiers Not Afraid to Get Hands Dirty 
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TF Bayonet’s EOD Team Shows Courage Every Day 
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SSC Guardsmen Augment 173rd, Help Plant New Ideas 
Page 1
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LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan (Jan.14) —- Before 
Afghanistan found itself at war with the former Soviet Un-
ion, the people of Afghanistan were the largest exporter of 
food in the region.  Today, Afghanistan is the region’s larg-
est importer of good in the region.  Soldiers from the South 
Carolina National Guard’s Agri-business Development 
Team are here to assist the Afghan government to change 
those statistics. 

     The Guardsmen joined “The Herd” comprised of Sol-
diers who have civilian backgrounds in farming, veterinary, 
corn, grain, citrus or other specialties.  The team’s Civil Af-
fairs mission is to aid the Afghan farmers in diversifying 
their crops, improving technology and coordinating the in-
formation flow between co-op farming representatives and 
the families who farm their land as their primary means of 
income. 

     One such Agribusiness team member is Army Staff Sgt. 
Robert Phillips, second squad leader, and  National Guard 
Soldier with South Carolina’s 133rd Military Police Com-
pany, specializing in tree orchards, for the Agriculture Team. 

     Phillips said, “ironically, most things that are successfully 
gown in California, such as grapes, apricots and pistachios 
originated in Afghanistan.  Back in the 1970s, Afghanistan 
controlled 90% of the pistachio market.  However, since the 
war with the former Soviet Union and the subsequent Civil 
War here, many farmers, who were the subject matter ex-
perts, were casualties of those wars, their methods did not 
pass from father to son. 

     “The wisdom and techniques have been forgotten as eld-
ers have largely died off, so today’s Afghan farmers are try-
ing to survive based on what they remember as children,” 
said Phillips. 

      

     Due to the pronounced need for these Afghan farmers to 
break their cycles of frustration, low market prices for their 
wheat and a lack of diversification, the Agriculture Team has 
been making contributions that will benefit the Afghan people 
for generations to come. 

     Phillips said, “the farmers need to expand their farming 
efforts. For example, next to wheat, we are encouraging local 
farmers to plant alfalfa, next to alfalfa, plant watermelons.” 

     “Through diversifying their crops and giving them a means 
to store their harvests, these farming families will be able to 
eat what they grow for an extended period of time and stabi-
lize the pricing of their harvested crops. In the past, they had 
been  dumping all their product onto the market all at once, 
and then watching the Pakistanis buy it up, then sell it back to 
them at five times the price, because they lack silos or storage 
methods to control supply and demand issues,” said Phillips. 

     Another Guardsman from the Agriculture Team, Army 
Staff Sgt. Timothy Vise, 1st Squad Leader, who specializes in 
hydrology and general farming and road cropping, said, “we 
work through proper Afghan channels, so initiatives like these 
- ranging from increasing light and ventilation at chicken 
coops, or looking into solar power and windmills due to 
scarce electricity—are approved and coordinated by their gov-
ernment.” 

     With some 200 projects on their plate, their objectives in-
clude monthly and annual goals, working side by side with the 
Afghan government, so the Afghan co-op managers work 
their programs through their established government chan-
nels. 

     According to the Agriculture Team, it is absolutely essen-
tial that the farmers here learn how to take advantage of their 
own government’s array of programs that will bolster livestock 
and farm  production, as part of our focused efforts to pro-
mote development and partnership that will aid the general 
population of Afghanistan. 
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Task Force Bayonet Equal Opportunity Advisor: 

SFC Joseph Osinski, joseph.osinski@us.army.mil  

HHC 173D ABCT 

FOB SHANK (WEST) 

APO AE 09364 

Good Safety Practices Hinge On Avoiding Carelessness 
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�����“Safety” while being forward deployed may seem like a contradiction of terms, however, statistics 
show that the majority of injuries that occur while deployed are the result of accidents and not from 
hostile fire.  The third month of a deployment is one of the most critical time periods of any deployment 
due to substantially higher accident rates.  There are a number of reasons why accident numbers in-
crease and they are clearly identified in TF Bayonet Policy Letter #11 (Safety) 
 
     Carelessness and overconfidence are far more dangerous than deliberately accepted risks.  Adher-
ing to Army standards is the cornerstone to the ABCT safety program.  Preventable incidents are usu-
ally caused by unsafe acts and conditions which are created by one or more of the following: 
 

Failure to perform tasks to standard 
Failure to enforce the standard 
Failure to communicate the standard 
Failure to ensure personnel are trained to standard. 

     
 Do not allow any Paratrooper to become a statistic.  

     PCCs and  PCIs save lives!   
 

January Celebrates MLK  
 



Secret to Sky Soldiers’ Success:  Resiliency 
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TThriving In Face of Adversity Speaks ������� of Unit Members 

 

      

 

     Since our inception, Sky Soldiers of the 173rd Airborne Brigade have made extraordi-
nary sacrifices towards upholding the values and principles of the United States of Amer-
ica. We have shed blood, sweat, and tears in defense of our country and in liberating op-
pressed nations.   While paratroopers of the 173rd have continuously accepted this call to 
duty with confidence and fervor, not much is known about the qualities of these excep-
tional professional Soldiers.   

     Below is a brief list of the qualities, characteristics, and traits espoused by Paratroopers 
of the 173rd ABCT. These attributes of “Resiliency” – the ability to thrive and excel in the 
face of adversity – represent the foundation of Sky Soldiers’ enduring success! 

Sense of Purpose and Meaning:  a higher calling, a clear mission, a sense of patriotism 

Strong Leadership:  provided by a strong role model with a clear mission and expectations 

Extensive Preparation:  resulting in knowledge, skills, competence and confidence 

Tactical and Technical Proficiency: the comprehensive knowledge and application of skill sets 

Stress Inoculation:  psychological preparation through progressively challenging training 
   Optimism and Determination: accepting nothing less than success and victory 

Active Coping:  developing an offensive posture as opposed to being passive and defensive 

Cognitive Flexibility:  the ability to see alternatives and adjust to challenges 

Spirituality:  transforming negative experiences into opportunities for positive change 

Altruism:  understanding the value in helping others 

Social Support:  the most powerful and important protector, provided by immediate and extended family, the 
unit, and other social structures and organizations 

Learning to Recover Rapidly:  speedy physical and psychological recovery 

Sense of Humor:  seeing the glass as half-full, finding the silver lining 

Aerobic Exercise and Physical Fitness:  maintains peak performance and resilience to physical and emotional 
stress 

Predictable and Consistent Information Flow:  maintaining communication “up, down, left and right” 
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Congratulations to the following Sky Soldiers:Congratulations to the following Sky Soldiers:Congratulations to the following Sky Soldiers:   

MMacArthur Leadership Award Nominees 

CPT Robinson, TF Arch Angel, for FORSCOM 

WO1 Ryan Wilcox, TF Talon, for USAREUR 

1LT Rachael Schenk, TF Bayonet, for USAREUR 

 

 

The program recognizes company grade officers who demonstrate the ideals for which General MacArthur 
personified—duty, honor, country.  The award promotes and sustains effective junior officer leadership in the 
United States Army. Nominees will compete on the DA Board. Results will be released on March 1, 2010. 
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     LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan -- 
Afghan National Directorate of Security 
(NDS), Czech and U.S. Coalition Forces 
from Task Force Bayonet conducted an 
operation Jan. 26, in Pol-e Alam District, 
Logar Province, which resulted in the sei-
zure of several caches, containing illegal 
weapons and ammunition including RPGs, 
rockets, grenades, IED-making materials 
and small arms ammunition.   

     The combined force responded to a tip, 
moved into the area, met with local leaders 
and explained the purpose of the operation.  
They unearthed bags, containing the con-
traband weapons and ammunition.   

     The force recovered the arms and am-
munition for the safety of the local popula-
tion. The illegal caches were then brought 
to a safe location and destroyed. 

      “Every, illegal weapon cache we re-
move brings increased security to the peo-
ple of these villages and districts” said 
Army Capt. Daniel Williams, who led the 
U.S. element on the operation. “The mis-
sion would not have been successful with-
out the NDS.  They were instrumental in 
talking with the local elders and locating the 
caches.”    
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Story by Maj. Thomas Gilleran, TF Bayonet PAO 
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“Every illegal weapon cache we 

remove brings increased security to the 

people of  these villages and districts” 
—Army Capt. Daniel Williams



Page 2�      T I E N  B I E N  T I M E S  

	 Story by Army Spc. Michael Sword, TF Bayonet  Public Affairs 

LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan – In a ceremony 
at Forward Operating Base Shank, Jan. 22, The Sky Sol-
diers of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team were presented their 
combat patches for their current deployment to Af-
ghanistan. 

 The combat patch is authorized for Soldiers 
who have earned the right to represent their service for 
having served in a deployed theater.   

“It’s a proud day for all of us,” said Col. Jim 
Johnson, commander of the 173rd.  “Today we don the 
Sky Soldier patch on our right sleeve as a sign of our 
combat service in this great brigade, the 173rd, ‘The 
Herd.’” 

“That patch will represent the combat legacy of 
this brigade to include its 14 Medal of Honor winners 
and multiple Distinguished Service Cross awardees,” he 
continued.  “A legacy which you are now a permanent 
part of.”   

Pfc. Mindy High, 173rd Brigade Support Battal-
ion, who is attached to HHC on this deployment, shares 
the commander’s sentiment. 

“When I see the 173rd patch I see the symbol 
of a distinguished, honored, respected and proud unit,” 
she said.  “I feel like I am part of a legacy now.”  

In addition to being a symbol of the 173rd’s sto-
ried past, the patch represents the sacrifices being made 
by Sky Soldiers currently in Afghanistan.  

“The patch will represent your own personal 
sacrifice of time away from family, friends and and all 
that you value,” said Johnson.  “That patch will repre-
sent the camaraderie that has, and will continue to form 
with your fellow Sky Soldiers as we continue to sacrifice 
together.”�

173RD LEADERS PRESENT COMBAT PATCH TO SKY SOLDIERS  

     “Most importantly, that patch will represent our 
comrades who will sacrifice life and limb for a cause 
greater than any one of us,” he added. 

     “I feel like I’ve finally done something important, 
worthwhile and admirable,” said High.  “It’s something 
that I can be proud of and proud to be a part of.”  

     Once all the Sky Soldiers had their combat patches 
on their right arms, Johnson’s words called them to con-
tinue building the legacy of the 173rd. 

      “Sky Soldiers, you’re now part of the combat legacy 
of the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team,” he said.  
“I challenge you to wear this combat patch with pride."  
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SUPPORTING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM X 


