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PRESS GUIDANCE: OPERATION TO RESCUE BOSTAGES

Thé‘bepértment of Defense-has nothing to add to what the President -

. said regarding the operation to rescue the hostages.

It is suggestedrthét.fou check back perio&icall&; we expect to have
additional information later today. : L
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.. INITIAL WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT (RELEASED APPROX 0100 EST 25 APRIL) ATTACHED -,
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(SMUCGLERS)

WASHINGTON (UPI) - A CROUP OF SMUGCLERS STWBLED 0N THE IRANIAN
DESERT STAGING AREA FOR THE U.S. MILITARY FORCE THAT TRIED TO RESCUE
THE HOSTACES, BUT RAM AVWAY INSTEAD NF REPORTING THE INCIDENT TO
AUTHORITIES, A WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL SAID TODAY,

AT ONE POINT A BUS WITH 53 PERSONS ON RCARD WAS STOPPED BY
A1ERICAN TROGPS ON THE ROAD NFAR THE STAGINC ABOUT 200 MILES
SOUTHEAST OF TEKRAN. THE RESCUE PARTY DETAINED THE PASSENGERS.

THEN A TRUCK AND A CAR WERE SEEN COMINS DNWUN THE ROADWAY. THE
LS. TROOPS "STNPPED THE TRUCK," SAID TIE WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL.

"THE TRUCK WAS RELUCTANT Tﬁ STCP AND.THEY FORCED IT TO. THE FELLOW
WHC WAS DRIVINC JUMPED OUT AND RAN ARMUND, JIMPED INTO THE SEDAN AND
THEY WENT OFF THE ROAD, HEADINC ACROSS THE DESERT, "™ HE SAID.

"1 UNDERSTAND IT IS THE TRADITINNAL PATH NF SMUFFLFRS IN THE AREA.
THERE WAS A GENERAL INCLIMATION TO BELIEVE THAT THE LAST PLACE THAT
PEOPLE IN THAT CAR WERE COING WAS Tn THE LOCAL GENDARMES - AND
APPARENTLY THEY DIDN'T. "
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THE WHITE HOLSE

THE PRESIDI;NT ro
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= -mxTHE PRESIDFNT-? Late‘ycsterday, I cancelled a carefully _
planned operation ‘which’ was underway.in Jran to position bur rescue .- F

;cam for. Iater w1thdrawa1 of Ancrzcan hostages yho have been held-:;“

Equlpment failure in the resche he11c0ptcrs nade :Lt
neéessary ‘to end- the mission. . As our -team ‘was wlthdrawlng,-afte _
my “order to do so, two ‘of ‘our hmerican aircraft collided on the lﬂﬂ
~ground’ followlng a refucling operation in a remote desert: location -

_:n Iran. Other information about this rescue mission wlll be made _.- -

ailable to the Amerlcan people when 1t is approprlate to do so, o

-

‘ .'*lf?r.if There <was no flghtlng, there was no COmbat-' But to ff";'
;my deep regret;“ezght of. the crcwmen of the two aircraft which
- and several otbPr Amerlcans were hurt in the

" e a

‘AmericanS'weze wlt

- a

o f was’ certaln to' be’ dszlcult and it was certain to be daﬁgbrous. WeT”*r*
"were all convznced that Jf and when the rescue opprntion had been SR
T ..coamenced that it had an excellent chance of success. © They were R
11l voluntcers; they. werc ?11 highly trained. - I met with their = - .0 °°
: aders before theyHWPnr‘on this operation. They knew then what S

FalelH of mlnc and. of. all’ Rmprlcans they carrled wlth them. i?%‘ o

H N -:‘;_ B I th -'a. - 5 iy = e L - _., _‘._-.__-:-.; T wn TR 5 : __- -' . -\-‘..‘_.’: \
REEEERTS rTo the{famll:ﬁs-of those uho led and’ who weze WOund:§Ef""*

LI want to eyprc"—itﬁé admurntJon I foel’ for the’ cnnrngn of. SEHE:??if l~

wrFpen -

s and t.he gbrrow t.hat I .eeﬁ.ﬂéersonally ror LhPl_r: sacrlfl-é;fh
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FﬁLLDﬂI\G 1S5 THE TEXT OF A STATE“ENT zssusu av THE

PR:SIDE%T- EMBASSYES SHOULD .AT THEIR DJSCRETION, CONVEY,

IHaSUBSTANCE" OF  YHE STATEMENT TO APPROPRIATE HOST

s‘k‘ﬁ-_ﬂ)rﬁc:ms AT THE EARLI&ST nq;_,._-_____., :
EGIN TEXT. sfetn > BTk

_.

THE PRESIDEHT 'HAS -DRDERED THE - CAﬂCELLATxﬁN OF AN OPERATIONL;-’
IN IRAN nHICH NAS UNDERWAY TO PREPARE FODR A"RESCUE OF OURK - N
"HOSTAGES,; - ‘THE MISSION »AS TERMINATED BECAUSE OF EWUIP- ,j}%-i“a;r;;ijj::;
MENT FAILURE, . DURING.THE SUBSEQUENT WITHDRAwWAL OF .. . . 7 7yl 7i @ s Wi
AMERICAN PERSONNEL THERE hAS A COLLISIEN BETAEEN QUR = -1 om0 % 1 "hie 7
"AIRCRAFT.-UN . THE GROUWD AT-A REMOTE DESERT LOCATIOw I IRAN, =~ .- o7, = 7"7o
THERE WERE. NO KMILITARY HOSTILITIES, BUT THE PRESIDENT T AR A
DEEPLY REGRETS THAT EIGHT-AMERICAW CREW MEMBERS OF THE oo '@ 7 .2ii
5T#3 AIRCRAFT AERE KILLED AND OTHERS WERZ I~JURED In THE = Do "+l "o &7
"ACCIDEHT .~ AMERICANS INVOLVED IN THE -OPERATION HAVE NOw . -~ . 7 0= i
.BEEY | hIRLIFTED FROM: IRAN AND.THOSE wHO WERE INJURED-ARE 7~ . = - ol
BEING GIVEY HEDICAL TREATHtHT:AND ARE E!PECTED 10 L LI R A
RELJvER i s ey ' .o

THIa HISSISN KAS NOT MDTIVATED By HOSTI;ITY TURARD IRAN "E%Li“Lf; S
“OR TH= IRA“IA-v PEC‘P' E :\ND THERE !'-EQE hD IRANIM B

PR:PARATIDVS FOR" THIS RESCUE MISSION WERE ORDERED FOR : o
HUMENITARIAN REASONS, TO PROTECT THE NATIONAL INTERESTS -~ :
D‘IS COUNTRY, AND TO ALLEVIATE INTERVATIUNAL TENSIONS, .7 -

T RESIDENT ACCEPTS.-FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE '~ =~ ..
DECISION T0 ATTEMPT T0 RESCUE. = e

PRV ._-.-5_-.-_.:.
.....___-....r..« . = :

- ‘-‘_',:_._... .

THE NATION 1S DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO IME aanve Hau HHO thE Dol
'PREPARING TO RESCUE, THE MOSTAGES,. .. 7 _ ARSI
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Tr-i- U‘dITED STATES EDNTINUES 70 HOLD THE “GUVERNMENT DF
IRA\ RESPDVSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY UF THE AHE:.HICAN HOSTAGES.,
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THE UNITED-STATES REMAINS. DETERMINED 10, OBTAIJ THEIK
: L‘E RELEASE: AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE onrs.@ BND TEXT.
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e pe Iy i g 1T'was not darg IT
o tflsc.)l:-l--gtq?_ﬁr"‘“ .:;-,_:E’F;;:.-“,"'S.-:»i'mt,.U"S’?fta*cn with any feelxn;b;;d against
. Y 9Y?Y§A1ra 0T -ALs . ?It has cauqod no Irﬂnlan S

s

ST Jn Planﬁxng for . this ro Scue Lo L TR S
ir embassy wag: ‘seizedl  But) - eftort b“"a" Shortly aFter

- for a nunber of reaso
ik ns :
- til now to. put-thosezrcbrue plans Anto ef fect. ™ To g Ifhaltgd ﬁ;g{.i
:thlS conp]r-x OPL‘I" thn ha e tecasa 1&

ar to ‘be _th
und 1ntensxv3 traxnln e product of - in

ten51ve olannxn
g'and repaatod rehearsalh c T : . g

_ and w1th voluntary écflén bn ‘the part of Lhe Iranlan offvcnals1f{_?;ff
5was obvxously'tben,'has bcen and w111 be orcferable v TS

L ",Thls attempt became a nQC°551ty and a duty. :The L
cad;ness of our team to undertake the rescuc made it ccﬁolctely
ﬁpract1cable.A.Bccordxngly, I made the decision to set our . long
Iicveloped ‘plans .into operation. I ordered this rescue mission |
repared in order to safeguard American lives, to prolect hmerica's
~national interest and to-reduce the tensions in the world that
have been caused among many .nations as ‘this .crisis has continued.
1t was my decision to attempt the rescue operatlon.- It was my -
“decision to cancel .it ‘when problems developad in the placement of
# our rescue team’ for a Iutuze rescue 09°r1t10n- The responsxblllty .
j#: is fully my own.j" g CoaT ' )

R -,,The ‘United States rEnaxns oetermlncd to. br:ng about i
their safe’ relea;e at the earliest’date. possible. As President, L
I know- that oux entzre nation feels the Ceep gratitude 1 fcel for
z?rhe brave men who were prepared to rescue- therr fellow hmPchanS
T;from captxvxty. hnd " as PIESldPnt, ‘I.also know that the nation.
,i"harPS'hOt only my" dlaanpolnfment that the rescue effort couvlqd not
.be mounted because of wechanical dlff:cult-pﬁ Hut a]so my determlnatm
";Lo persevere.and to brlng all- of our hOStDﬁCS home Lo £’Ehd0m.psm
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e he hdve ‘béen d:sapoo;nted before. e w111 not nge ‘ f
up in oun_efforts-.-Throughout this" extraovdlnarlly-dtfrzcult
perlod, vwe have puraued and will continue to Dursue-evefy possible
"avenue td secure the release of the hos tages. In these efforts,

Q_the support of the Imerican people and of our friends throughout

.the world has been z most crucial clennnt That support of other

g ndtlons is even more important now. ' ¥e will scek to covtlnue, along

f.,w)th other nations and with the officials of Iran,”a ‘prorpt 1? '

‘rrcsolutxon of the cris rr without- any loqr of llfc and rhrough

’peaceful and dlplonatxc neans- mj_r . :
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