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25 April 1980 

PRESS GUIDANCE: OPERATION TO RESCUE HOSTAGES 

Tne Department of Defense has nothing to add to What the President 
said regarding the operation to rescue the hostages. 

It is suggested,.that you check back periodically; we expect to have 
additional information later today. 

. - .: 

INITIAL WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT (RELEAS!'D APPROX 0100 EST 25 APRIL) ATTACHED 
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( SM UC GLERS) 
\~ASH!Nr.T0N (UP!> - A CR0UP 0F SM ur.runs STlt'IDLED ON THE IRANIAN 

DESERT STAGING AREA FOR THE U,S, MILITARY F0RCE THAT TRIED TO RESCUE 
THE HOST ArES, BUT RAN A~IAY INSTEAD 0f REPORTING THE INCIDENT TO 
AUTHORITIES, A WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL SAID T0DAY. 

AT ONE P0INT1 A. BUS WITH 53 PERS0NS NJ BOARD loiAS STOPPED BY 
PI1ERICAN TROOPS ON THE ROAD NEAR THE STAGING A90UT 200 MILES 
SOUTH EAST OF TEHRAN, THE RES CUE PARTY DET AI t\ED THE PASSENGERS, 

THEN A TRUCK AND A CAR !oiERE SEEJJ C0MIW D0HN THE ROAD~IAY, TilE 
U.S. TROOPS "ST0PPED TilE TRUCK," SAID TI!E HHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL. 

"THE TRUCK \JAS RELUCTANT T0 STCP AND.THE.Y F0RCED IT TO. THE FELL0\ol 
\oll!O ~lAS DRI'JlNI. JUMPED OUT AND RAN AR0!JND 1 JU1PED INTI' THE SEDAN AND 
THEY WENT OFF THE ROAD, HEADING ACROSS TilE DESERT," HE SAID, 

"I UNDERSTAND IT IS THE TRADITlntJAL PATH 0F St1UI.GLERS IN THE AREA, 
THERE WAS A GENERAL INCLHIATI0N T0 BELIEVE THAT THE LAST PLACE THAT 
PEOPLE IN THAT CAR HERE C01NI. HAS T0 THE LOCAL GENDARMES - AND 
APPARENTLY THE.Y DIDN'T," 
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. . ·::>~·:_:~ . ' ~~;~{;/~:·::._, -~-;~~t1~fl;:0:.it 
. _ .. ::?.:::THE _PRESIDE'NT: - Lat~ -yesterday, I CE-ncclled a: carefully:~ :· 

nned operation ·which· was unden=ay.,.in ._Iran to. position o·ur rescue .. : ,.. 
for. later ::.,.d thdr-aw3l: ·of. American -hostages }'ho have ·:be~il held ·.:·.-.· ' 

~~)-!t;~;~-~:.-~pti v e . t ~ e_x_:~~.~-~~"c:;;_~~~~-~~~-: 4_th :~,--:: __ ; __ :_::_; ___ -_<_-~--·-·_,_';-. . .. "-"· . ;: :.~_- __ !.·_._Z ___ ._;_:_:~.:~_i~_-~_~---~_; __ ::~_,_.~·_,·-~- _.... _' <f~~:;:: _: ··· 
'!j .:::~~i~=-:'"~~.:·7.-... ;~.=-:~~,~-!-~~:-~;~~r.-.:- :':"_ ... ::~ ~·~-. ·:-.: ·- . . . . . . . ·.. ---_.; .::: .·- :-.-~ ~.;;:~;--:-: __ ::_: 

· _·.:---:,:,_. <c-:;:":~ Equipment {allure in the resdie helicopters r.>a~e it ... 
eces-~ary··:to .. end the mission~ As- our :team was withdrawing~'- after._,,.:.:~-: .. 

~y 'order to. do so, ·:two:·of our T.merican aircraft collidP.d on_· the .·.' .' -
'ground. folJ .. owing a. refueling operation .in a remote dcser:t ·:location -·:. 
·. Iran:-·· either information about this rescue mission will 'be made 

ailable to the American ~ople when it is appr~pri~te to do so. 
--·-- - -

·:.: •. · ... ',-_~_-:_::· :'"·-;~~":_:.~r--:~:-::--."}~:-.,.-\;.···•:::··; . .· .. ·.· .. 
·.--- '.':- ·: _ <·_:--·.There -was no fighting; there was no combat. · But to 

, .·- -~-m_Y ... de.ep regret;··eight of. the cn:· .. T.len of the two ai.rcr:ilft-which __ 
;;.:.:_-;;.-~·:cell ided 'WP.re ki 1-led ,· and- several other Jl.'mericans were hurt in the 
~:::~.":.~<~~---;:_·-~~ciden t .. _· -~ ... - ··..:---_-.--- :..-:-_:·:."': .. :' .. :~.:~. · ·· ·· ·.: ·._- · ·.· , . 

. ,··..:.:.- . ··- ·_· __ ; __ ... :_~£_._:_-~-:.~ .. --_~:-_{_~.--·-: ... ~_~:-~~-.: __ : __ · ---<·-~:-~.- ~. ,.-·· 
::"'"':_~ .... -:.:.··-~;..-_ ... ": ·.. .. . -·· ·-.·. . . ~ 

~~~~~~~~~;~:~~~~i,i~J.~~;f~~~~~~:~• :!::~:~: ; ~I:!::~~ 3:s:_: -i 
;;::;,.,_~;;-g:-::::>;···,:-:-·'' ·.·_'.'>No knowledge of this operation by any Irnni<tn officials.· ·.' 
{~~:::·~~~t~f-~:_.~\lthOi:-ft·l C'S.:~'WaS · .. eVl..dcin·t~_~o __ ··us :~ntil:~:scver_al_:hours_"-a[t~r ... all --. ·. ~-) . ." -

~}e~,~~~~i~~~1~~1~~~f~~~~t~~~~~·l;,~oJ~; 
_-·_was certain~ to; be ciifficult_ ilnd it-wils certain to be d~ng·c·i;us. we ·· .. 

· .. wE:re all corivinccd :_thrtt j f_ ~nd when t'tie r~?scue op~t'il t ion hlld been ~ 
_COi;:L."'i''Cnccd 'thilt it .h;)d an -·~xcellent chnnce of ~ucce:;~. --~ Tht•y were - ·-

1: volunteers; they, were all hi~hly lrained. -. I met with their ' 
QrS before .they~:went: ·or:a this operotio:l. They knew then \-lhat ·' __ ··: . 
5 of mine .:ind'_ of" all r,incricans they carried wit.h th~m. ·_:-7- . 

. ·····.>-'- .. -> :. - -1t~.;:~i:i.,;:~;-.;:~-:-:;;;.:•;_::::!'"'Y:-:·:-~: .... ; ·-=~-- ..... ,~~--·~.:-,' .-·:; . .;';. ~i~-- · 

:; .-· /~~~:;·:~:. :: ·~- :. ·.-: ;.. i_o_-;Jh~~,r.~mil} c:;. .. :of th~~;··~:h~ ·-;:;rf!d ·a~d -.:;h~·\,.~~--e'Zo~~~:. · ·:; 

~-{:-:.~.,_! . ..., .. mt_ t~o e:'>;i.>rc~::":.t~-e:~;~~J~~r~-.ti_on',.i: .f:!i.i~~l?.~::. the_' ~rnli?;,~l? of. ~c.ri;:;;f!t:> 
;,:-:~ ~-~1 ov~ ones i!nd::thc~--~s~~r.ow:;.~hat . I rc·el:·::·persona lly ·ror: th-;_;·i r'·: sacrifi,;~~:-:: ·­
.·~=::: .:~·;;: :.~ ~ ~- "'-... :-~p·-~ :~~·-:;~. :~:ZJitiT~~: .t .,:·. ~-.-:--~-~~-~~=-~.: ~:::._, ·. -~ _:· .. -~~-~v~ :.;.--t~-~":c;;,...-~~(~~- . :· • ·_ ~~- .... ;,:..~;·:, -~:::;· -~ · 
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2:-.- i="tt:.Lo ... I'VG Is THE TExr oF A. sTA·;:E:-~,~iiN'r- rssuEo BY THE :· - · . · • ••. _.- .. . .. · 
P~ESIOE~H •. t.MBA;;sre.s SHOULD ,AT THEIR orscRE.TION, col.vE.Y · : · 

tl6STA~CE-."· . THE STATEMENT TO APPROPRIATE HOST . · . '. :. A-Pf.ROY. :. 

_,,, .• -~··;" L~2: C,L:>~-:~f·l~.~~;~~~-~;~)t.--~~~::.~~;;~0~: __ : .. _:: _.: ... · ~. -... ·_.:.: _·. 0":~ ·-·~--; . 
THE PRESIDE~T HAS·ORDE.RED.THE~CA~CELLATIO~ OF AN OPE.RATIOh::· : ' 111 ~ 
PI IRAN NHICH r(AS UNDE-.Rnl\r' TO PREPARE. FOR. A· RESCUE OF OUii: ·.-_,: . , :, · .•. _.- ;:·: . 

"HOSTAGES.- 'ThE :.!ISSIO-N i'>AS lERMINAlED SECWSE. Of- E.iJlilP- .··,:_ .. ;· -· ·· _-_--··. -·· 
'-IE~l FAlLU~E. DURING.- THE SUBSEQUENT l'llTHDRAwAL OF . . ·.-: ··:·. -> ' · .. ·. :_..-_:· .. 
A'iERlCAN.PERSQf.j~EL TrtE.RE-hAS.A· COLLISlC~ ~E:.lnEEI'i OUR .·,<··" ·-._.. ;, ..... , ... 
AiiiCR4FT.I.J"Ii.lHE GROU•W AT·A REr.iOTI: .. DESEf!T LOCAliD•-1 II~ IRAN~:~_:·-- . .-.::-.·:< .. -.·. 
THERE. ~.E.xE. NO. HILilARY. HOSTILITII:.S, ~UT THE-. PRESIDEI<T · ·• .- •• " .. 
DEEPLY REi;~E TS THAT EIGHT AMERlCAr. CRE•i "'EMt>ER$ OF THE ·-. :·:>:· ' · -. .. ~ . ,_. - ~ . --- "· · .. ~ . 

~T~~ AlRCRkFT.rilRE KILLED AND OTHERS ~ERE' I~JURI:.O IN THE. ·• 
,.ACClOE.;H ~-- A"{E.I'\ICA"'S INVOLVED Ilv lHE: ·DPER"ATION HAVE ·:-w;~ . :.·.·. 
. 9EE~ 'AIRLIFTED FRO'-~ :IRAtv ANU,ThOSE. W>-10 >IE.RE INJURED ·ARE .-. ·.. .· 
3EI~G GIVE 'I MEDICAL· TRE.ATMf:.I-IT·-ANI> ARE E·~PECTED TO _ : --:;-. : .... 

RE<:_J_\i~R •· .. ' -; .•• ,· -':;::':··:?~:~~~)F:(;_;<i2t{'"::-\::~: ;< i~f~· ::.· .. :: -. :~ . 
THI5 -'-HSSlO~I r;AS NOT NOTlVAlEli B'( HOSTILITY TU,.;ARD If.A;.; 
·.o~ .TI-'!: -IRA'llh:i PEc'P:..E AND T':'ERE l'>t.~E 11'!:1' lKAI'ilH' :.::~ .. '.:.:·-

:::~:~:; :::;;- F~o'~:;:~~Yi~,:~~~!~~~E·;·:;s~ r o~. -~}1i;· -~~DE RED .. ·;oR 
~ITARIA~·-RtASONS, TO PROTECT THE: NATIO~AL INTERESTS 

·' ... - ... -.... 
. . . . : ; .. ·. ~ . . . 

• ! •• 

. . :-

IS COU~TRY, AND TO ALLEVIATE INTE.R~ATlUI'iAL TENSIONS~ -~ 
RESIDENT ACCEPTS-FULL RESPONS!BILiTi FriR THE . . 

SIOI-f TO ATT~~~!},~~-~-~-~-~-~:E•:--'·· ~ .. ··:··~:?,;:~:: . . . . ,_, . 
THE NATIOh 1i DEEPLY :GRATEFUL TO I~E BRAVE Mi~ ~HO ~I:.Re. --~· 

:_PREPARPl\; TO RESCUE. THE HOSTAGES! ... ·- .. 7_:; . .:_:-· •. ·- .... •. · .. -.: · ::,.-•,: ·. ·: 
-- •, . . . . - . - . -· ~ ~--·;-~- :::·:._~~~:---· . ~-:·- -~--~- -~:: ::_~,_""7 ____ _:.. ____ :. ____ ._ ···--·.· 

THE U~ilTED .SlATES. CONTINUES TO.HDt.D JI"IE GOVER"'I-IENT OF . _ 
]Rll-; .RE.SPO'ISIBLE_ fOR_THC,_SAFETY O_F- :THE:A"'t.HlCA"' HOSl~GES. 

·-- . . . . ; • ,_-. ....:;..~··-·.-·- -- ....... · . ·-: .. c.:~_,:. . 
• 1 '-~~''urn-r£o -STATEs· R~i-IAii..s:_ti~TE.R"~iivEv to-oslAH THE.lli · 
St.fE' RELEASE AT -:THE. EARt.,_IEST._F:OSSlBLE D~TE._ .. :E_'~D TExT • 

CO' ·.··••· •· • •• "~. ,.~r~,t~!~~~~tfP· tJ~:_, . . · ··· · •· 
-.: _ .... ____ .___ . •.,::;·, .:·.-· ··-- .\.. '. -~.... . 

,,_;. .. . . _ ... ·. . . - . -·· .. · .. ·: .. . --- . 
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.. -~ :.~'~7'.~ .__,..., J \.. Wd,~ JJU\... U 
!:L' ..... - ~c~:-~L.,:u .-,c; .. ~J.~~(;: Lran· l: 

he:·people of -.:xran -~·..:....:rt·-·. d · ' . t: was not.. dlrt-ct<:-d ag.=~inst 
l:i 1i ty' to.w"-;:,~d ·rr. ·a~~n~' --<'·~.~st.: not_ un __ r:r_~akc~--~l. th any feeling of.:_: .. 

. . • . n, :' o:or.-.-1. s:·.oeople"'i::···x ·'has 

-~:~-~ual ~:~e~. :·:~~~-~;; .. r?J;~i~~-:;J~Ei-~- ·. -~~~;:~.t-, C~\l!>Cd n~c~:anian --.
0

.: __ }·: : • 

.,<-:. ·:'':·.··""'' :.".:. Pl_<mni.ng_ ... for .this· t't:!S~~e ·cff 1: b•·; · .. : ... · ~: . . ·. 
cmb:lssy ..... ilS ·s~iz'~d ·• .. B t' f .... ,_... o_r .. gan shortly· after . 

• · · · · ~ • - u • or a number of rc · ' 
~l.l no.w to. put ith,;se-'rcscu·c-:pbit_s_ ... ln~o "<= t ~~o~;;, r. wal.~ed ·. -· 

thl.s cor.~pl "X· -- · ,. • .,_, -· · ·, . c ..... cc •. To be fcasl.ble ·- · 
. : ·· operiltJ.on·hildoto be the.'pr d t f:.. · · · ' 

~nd1ntensi.ve··tr~ •.. ;..;- d,,- ........ ouc o ~ntcnsl.vcol;:~nnin..., · . 
. _' _.. • 1 . . .:.-. ;unl.ng .;.~.". repeated rehearsaL ·. · :; . . · - . -- · "'· · · -· 

.. ~:;:-··:· ~:-:;:--~"~~;~~~~-:;..t~~-;-7:-~:=.t.:£~:~:::?~5.<~~ ~-~ ;;~-- -: .J--~:::...:: .. ~.-:· .. ~-:-... -:-:: ..:.;.~~: . - ·_ -:.~~- _'1 :' • • : • :~ • -.. ,· .• .:~. 
·,·"~,. : .: .,.:' :.::;.:~;.·::;;~~-.Ho~.:cver ;,'.'·a~-.resol u tion'' o:f:' this . crisis th rm1ah riC?gotia t ions '1 

·. -.......... ·::~:- -.~·- •.r . :· . . :-:.--; --•. ~--- .. ·-: . _·.- ..__ . . . .... ... . 
wl.th vo_lun.tar\)' :.-actl.on on .. the p<trt of t.he Iranian officials . · · - .. · .. 
obviously ~then/·tias been and .will bec"orcfC!rilble. ~::·_._ ... -·, .:·-:.- :. ;, · 

_.-· ·>. ~~ :·_.·_2~.S~~-:~~¥=i~-~~;§~1-~~--~?-~i~~-~~~- . _;. ~- -~~~~-~·{;_: ·--:~~; ~il-: ~--~ ·. · .... · . . .. ·· .. ·:~:~:~~~~-:~;-~.; :· ~- .. ···::: ·.-~ ·:---_:-.-~:~:: __ -~~ '-~- . _. 
~;·,·~·"-··o:·.,·-.~.'·/.:This ·~.rescue -·attempt had to-await. my judgment· that the·.':::·:·:~ 

ut_h;;"ri ti~'s'_'could. ~ot or ;;.,?ill d not rcsol ve ':this crisis. on :. ~- '­
ir.: ow_ii ir;i.·tiative~;~{Wi'th:= the ;;:;teady Unravel iQg of . authority. in·.:· .. ,~~- ~­

r.an.~and the"rnount'ing '7"aa-~ger's' 'i:.ha't~ ... -?;!re'' posed to the safety of the 0 
. ; : 

cistages''the~sel.)cs·:·ai'ld the growing- real iz:atio:;- that their :cariy · .· :\':· 
,;~,,~·-"'· eleilse was highly UTJlikely ~ , I made a. decision to commence the.. . . . . . . . 

.-G'!t;;::: .. ;;":::: . operations _pJ.ans •. -:._> · ·.·.~;,:c.,-;("• .... ._.-•. ;_;,._,f::_: .. ·. .. ·.:•;/'_.:,_ .. -_,_ •. 
c.; "'- ·'''"'·,. . . . __ o. ·. · . .. . . . ., ... _. .. '"'-.• .. <· . · .·:·-- · . .. . . . . 

I'~•F.t:•::..i·"~';;: , -~--·· ~. {:·;::_?i~:·.-._, .. ;_::~-5~:;·.-~:?:·~:~~;. '\:"· :-~:--: ·_ --. . . . ~ ..... . _ -· ·._::_~;~::.-::/-~--~-- .·. . : 
~.c-:-,.; ,':C::~·This "attempt became a· nccessi ty <1nd. a duty:':_.fhe .. :··•.:.: .-·7 ·:~\ 

. . . ess .of ·our team to undertake the rescue roade it CC'-)plctely ·. · 
:':practic<!-bl~ •.. Accordingly, I m<~d e lhc cecis io.n to set. our ... long 
. · eloped ··pl;;,ns .. into operation. i· ordered this rescue ,-mis.sion 

·.epa red in order. to ·safeguard J;merican lives, to .p.roCcct J.mcrica 's 
... nutional interest and'to··reduce the tensions in the \~orld that 

'~-· :·.•·have been caused among many .nations as ·this -cdsis has continued. 
· · .: l't was my decision to attempt the iescue oper<tt.ion. ·".It \.:as my 
.;_--· 

·.·:;decision to ·canccl .. it..'w1•cn problems dcvelop?-d_in the placement of 
.... , ... --:our rescue team' for a £utu.ce reSCl)C·_ O,?er<Jtion. The rcsponsibili'ty 

''·is fully my own._. .·': ... - .-.-. · · . . ... 
, ... , .. ., .... _ .... ·. ~ :.~::~';;~-· ... ~----· -:;, -~:~ ··: .. ~_ .... ·_::~ ~~-::~~-~~~~~:~:-~?~ :." .. : __ . .. ·. --_-._- :.; . "''.':;" . . . _ _. .. · .. · .. 
. ,_,-.--.~-.--... .-:~;,..;1.-:?.;o.:.c.cf::..::..':J::In t'he~:ar~c::rmath of. the a ttcmpt, "'e continue to hold 

"· gi;Y,i:i::nrne~t'_cif i?a'Ji'~-r~sponsibl_e~:Ior the s<~fcty a;;d,for the 
:~x.-elcase' of.· the~':Ameri~an'-hostaijes' who have been held. so long~ . 

-~( ;~~:;_.::~ '~~~-~;~;~~~:~~:~~~~j~:~~~{f:~-~; .. ~-~ ~:·i~~:f~~-~-:·;··. ~-~;;{~--.-'-:~: ~.::·.:~---;: :·.- _· ~- ~ _-___ :_ ---·:::::.·:-~:-~~ .: -_· :-·-. -~ ,_ :·,-··'····---_;; 
· .r_:··c::C,::C'!; __ :' ::·:·,·The United States rer.~ains determined to.brj.ng about··· 

e.i.'i:-·'';;itfc:."'rel.case at- the .ear.liest':·aate:p;,ssible. lis President, ·· . 
. ,_I kn~- that.oux: entir~· nation fee.is~the ceep gr<~t.it.udc i feel for 
.•~-~:\he br~ve rr.cn who were ·prepared tO_:~~scue t.hr.i-r fclJ ow 1-J"liP.ricai;~s ... 
:::·.from c~ptivity. ··-J\ild;.-· as. President: I,al-so kno-w Lhat tJ1e Oiltion . 
·_::::;hares not ·-anl,y my":'ai.Sappointment_ that. the rescue· e[ fort coul~~ n_ot 
;: .. be mo.;}nted because ·of' lN?ch,.nical-difficcltiP.~, ·},ut. ·;,lso ;;:y det·erminati, 
···· persevere-. and .. bring· all· of our hos ~Ligcs home Lo (:-eedom~ ;_·_:-. .· · 

~~~ .. . _;~=i~~-~:;-,,_:~-
'·' .J:~~tf~rf; . · ·.i--~il~.iti:i1~~~i1~-; 
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:;}·:· ... • . . \~e _hc1Ve b~;:~n .dis<1ppointed ·before. We will not give 
. ope in our.. efforts~.'; Throughout this ·ex.traordina rily{ 0 if ficult 
period, w~ have pur;ucd ··and wi 11 continue to .p~lrsue:; e~cr:y ·possible 
avenue to "secure thercfc~'5c of the hostagr,!$. ·In these efforts, 

•, .. the support of the ;,_"llerican people and of our fr.i~nds throughout 
·.·the world has been ·a rno!>t crucial elc!>'ent. Th.,t support of ot.her 

ft?-·~.-::.:_.:,'.-.· nations is even more important now. · \·:c • ..,.ill !'Cek t,o co!lt.in!.le·~· along 
..-::·.: ...... )th othur 'nations and with the offici;:~ls of .Ir.:m,·· a pror:-pt 
£:)> -,/.·:rcs'olution of the crit>i'z without· any lo5s of life and through .. 

Y'::._· peaceful and diplom~f;:ic means., 
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